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Art.  I.— dissection  OP  TWO  ADULT  DROMEDARIES;   A 
MALE  AND  A  FEMALE.    Bt  J.  R  S.  Jacksou,  M.  D. 

The  animals  which  are  the  subjects  of  this  paper,  died  in 
this  city  within  a  day  or  two  of  each  other,  having  been 
well,  so  far  as  was  known,  till  within  a  few  days  before 
death.  They  were  about  six  years  old,  and  weighed,  by 
estimate  of  their  keepers,  about  850  lbs.  each.  Most  of  the 
organs  were  carefully  examined,  but  some,  though  not  over- 
looked, were  not  particularly  noted,  and  have  therefore  not 
been  recorded. 

The  Hump  on  the  back  of  the  female  consisted  principal- 
ly of  dense  fat ;  fifteen  inches  long,  twelve  wide,  and  five 
and  a  half  thick.  Masses  of  fat,  of  a  very  regular  and  oval 
form,  were  found  in  the  soles  of  the  feet,  apparently  intend- 
ed to  give  elasticity  to  the  step. 

Tongue  of  the  male,  sixteen  inches  long  and  two  and  one 
half  wide  at  the  tip.  Anteriorly  thin,  and  covered  by  a 
rough  cuticle.  Thickened  portion,  posteriorly,  seven  inches 
long  and  two  wide ;  on  each  side  of  it  a  row  of  five  or  six 
glands,  from  two  to  seven  lines  in  diameter  and  remarkably 
developed. 

The  Soft  Palate  of  the  female  was  seven  inches  in  length. 
To  its  imder  surface  was  attached  that  remarkable  organ, 
which  has  been  often  described  by  naturalists,  but  of  which, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  has  been  no  anatomical  descrip- 
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tion  given,  except  that  of  Prof.  Savi,  of  Pisa,  (Edinburgh 
Phil.   Journal,  Vol.  XII.)     It  consisted  of  a  duplicature  of 
mucous  membrane  hanging  in  loose  folds,  extremely  soft  and 
flaccid  to  the  feel,  and  held  together  by  a  very  lax  cellular 
tissue ;    the  surface  had  rather  a  dark  red  color.     On  cut- 
ting it  through,  there  was  no  appearance  of  a  cavity,  neith- 
er of  glands  nor  muscular   fibres.      It  descended  into  the 
cavity  of  the  mouth  three  and  a  half  inches,  and  arose  by  a 
broad  base,  of  a  triangular  form,  having  its  apex  posteriorly, 
and  measuring  two  inches  transversely  in  front ;  it  commen- 
ced one  and  a  half  inches  from  the  anterior  extremity   of 
the  soft  palate  and  did  not  reach  its  posterior  or  free  edge 
by  three  and  a  half  inches.     Above  it,  and  as  if  forming  a 
part  of  the  soft  palate,  is  a  firm  and  highly  vascular  tissue. 
Anterior  to  it  there  is,  beneath  the  mucous  membrane,  a 
great  number  of  glands,  of  a  very  regular,   flattened  oval 
form,  of  the  size  of  large  apple  seeds,  and  situated  close  to- 
gether, as  they  are  often  found  about  the  lower  extremity  of 
the  GBSophagus  of  birds.     On  each  side  of  it,  and  occupying 
about  the  scat  of  the  tonsils  in  man,  are  numerous  glands  of 
a  rounded  form  and  about  the  size  of  peas ;  from  the  large 
and  open  orifices  of  the  ducts  of  many  of  these  there  project- 
ed, sometimes  one  or  two  and  sometimes  several  light  colored 
fibres,  which  looked  like  coarse  hairs  or  bristles,  about  two 
or  three  lines  in  length,  and  easily  withdrawn,  not  seeming 
to  be  attached  within  the  cavity  of  the  folUcles ;  what  these 
were  was  by  no  means  apparent.     Between  this  organ  and 
the  posterior  edge  of  the  soft  palate  there  were  no  glands  to 
be  seen,  except  a  few  towards  the  sides ;  the  upper  surface 
of  the  palate,  however,  within  the  posterior  nares  was  cover- 
ed with  them,  though  they  were  not  larger  than  pins'  head 
Prof  Savi,  who  made  his  observations  upon  the  large  c( 
lection  of  dromedaries   near   Pisa,  remarked,  as  naturalis 
generally  have,  upon  the  rattling  sound  which  the  palati' 
organ  produces  in  the  throat  when   the   animal  is  excite 
especially  during   the  rutting  season,  and   that  during 
act  of  copulation  it  is  even  protruded  externally  from 
mouth,  in  the  form  of  a  deep  red,  vascular,  membranous 
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or  bladder,  which  seems  to  be  inflated.  It  may  be  protruded 
forward  by  the  air  forced  upon  it  from  behind,  or  it  may 
perhaps  be  susceptible  of  a  sort  of  erection,  but  it  cannot  be 
properly  inflated,  as  it  contains  no  cavity.  Prof.  S.  considers 
this  organ  as  the  uvula,  and  labors  strenuously  to  main^ 
tain  the  point;  but  he  seems  to  have  been  led  to  this 
view  of  the  subject  from  having  fallen  into  the  great  error 
of  supposing  that  the  uvula  is  found  in  all  the  other  mam- 
malia as  well  as  in  man.  Cuvier  (Anat.  Comp.  III.  283,) 
and  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  a  note  to  his  edition  of  Blumenbach, 
state  that  it  is  found  only  in  man  and  in  the  simiae ;  there 
certainly  was  no  appearance  of  it  in  the  present  case,  and 
the  pecuHar  organ  in  question,  as  already  stated,  did  not 
reach  within  three  and  a  l^alf  inches  of  the  posterior  edge  of 
the  soft  palate. 

In  the  male,  the  palatine  organ  was  rather  larger,  but 
otherwise  the  same  as  in  the  female ;  the  arrangement  and 
development  of  the  glands  were  also  the  same,  with  the  same 
appearance  as  of  hairs  projecting  from  the  orifices  of  some 
of  the  ducts.  As  to  the  size  of  the  palatine  organ.  Prof.  S. 
makes  it  about  four  times  as  long  as  it  wa^  in  the  present 
individuals,  though  these  had  died  in  the  month  of  March, 
which  is  just  the  rutting  season,  the  time  when  the  organ  is 
more  frequently  protruded,  seems  to  be  more  excited,  and 
would  be  at  least  as  much  developed  as  at  any  other  time. 

The  Stomach  of  the  Female  consisted  of  three  cavities. 
The  first,  or  the  paunch,  was  of  a  rounded  form,  about  two 
or  two  and  a  half  feet  in  diameter,  and  nearly  filled  with 
food,  which  was  unchanged  and  for  the  most  part  dryish, 
though  in  the  depending  parts  there  was  a  little  water. 
The  inner  surface  was  formed  by  a  white,  thin,  dense, 
wrinkled  cutis,  without  papillae,  and  lined  by  a  delicate  cu- 
ticle. The  muscular  coat  was  strongly  developed,  the  fibres 
generally  extending  from  the  cardiac  orifice  to  the  opposite 
extremity  of  the  organ,  so  as  to  force  up  the  contents  towards 
the  GBsophagus  in  the  process  of  rumination,  the  cud  being 
evidently  returned  into  the  mouth  from  this  cavity,  and  not 
from  the  second,  as  in  the  bullock ;  there  was  also  a  thin 
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layer  passing  in  an  opposite  direction,  besides  some  irregular 
fibres  which  would  give  a  rotatory  movement  to  the  contents. 
The  most  efficient  muscular  power,  however,  was  a  large, 
thick  band  in  the  posterior  parietes ;  it  was  eighteen  inches 
in  length,  arose  near  the  cardiac  orifice,  around  which  it 
communicated  with  the  small  band  which  went  to  the  sec- 
ond cavity,  and  was  at  this  part  six  inches  broad ;  at  the 
thickest  part,  midway,  it  was  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  width, 
and  at  the  further  extremity  it  became  broader,  thinner, 
and  was  gradually  lost  in  the  parietes. 

The  cells  in  the  first  cavity,  which  serve  the  animal  as  a 
reservoir  for  water,  were   arranged  in  two  rows.     The  first 
extended  fifteen  inches  from  the  orifice  of  the  second  cavity, 
along  the  posterior  parietes,  towards  the  left  side.    Ten  trans- 
verse and  parallel  septa  were  sent  ofi*  at  a  right  angle  from 
the  strong  muscular   band,  varying  in   length  from  five  to 
nine  inches,  and  in  depth  from  three-fourths  to  more  than 
two  inches,  but  becoming  less  and  less  marked  towards  the 
left  side,  where  they  gradually  disappear.     These  septa  are 
intersected  by  others  which  are   thinner,  for  the  most  part 
quite  regular,  and  situated  about  one  inch  apart,  thus  forming 
the  cells  which,  by  estimate,  would  hold  generally  from  one 
to  four  ounces ;  at  the  left  extremity,  where  these  last  septa 
are  most  deficient,  the   cells  are   very  large,  one  of  them 
measuring  five  and  a  half  by  two  inches,  and  being  capable 
of  holding  not  far  from  three  or  four  gills.     The  first  named 
transverse  septa  are   from  two  to   four  lines   thick  on  their 
free  edge,  in  which  are  seen  well  developed  muscular  fibres 
arising  directly  from  the  large  band  in  the  posterior  parie- 
tes of  the  organ,  though  less  strongly  marked  than  they  are 
represented  by  Sir  E.  Home  (Comp.  Anat.   pi.  25) ;    his  fig- 
ure, however,  was  taken  from  the  two-humped  camel,  and 
not  from  the  dromedary  ;  the  cells,  also,  are  surrounded  by  a 
few  irregular  fibres,  which  would  tend  to  expel  their  contents. 
In  order  to  see  the   fibres  in  any  part  of  this  cavity,  the 
cutis  had  to  be  dissected  away. — The  second  row  of  cells 
commenced  about  opposite  the  middle  of  the  first  row  on  the 
right  side,  and  extended  thirtyfour  inches  round  towards  the 
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front  of  the  organ.  There  were  nine  transverse  septa,  from 
three  to  five  inches  in  length,  quite  regular  at  the  anterior 
extremity,  but  much  less  so  posteriorly ;  the  largest  were  two 
and  a  half  inches  apart.  Midway  they  formed  large  con- 
tinuous cells,  capable  of  holding  eight  ounces  or  more  ;  ante- 
riorly, they  were  intersected  by  other  septa,  forming  very  reg- 
ular cells  which  would  have  held  from  two  to  four  ounces, 
but  posteriorly  the  cells  were  very  irregular,  holding  about 
two  ounces. 

The  second  cavity  of  the  stomach,  which  must  serve 
merely  as  a  receptacle  for  water,  had  a  crescentic  form,  the 
small  curvature  measuring  seven  inches,  and  the  large  fifteen. 
It  communicated  very  freely  with  the  first  cavity  at  the  dis- 
tance of  four  and  one  half  inches  from  the  oesophagus :  the 
opening  into  the  third  cavity  is  smaller,  and  immediately 
below  this  it  formed  a  cul-de-sac  which  was  two  inches  deep ; 
midway,  it  measured  transversely  on  the  inner  surface,  nine 
and  a  half  inches.  In  the  small  curvature  there  was  a  smooth 
space,  four  inches  wide  at  the  left  extremity,  but  diminishing 
to  one  inch  at  the  right.  Along  this  space  there  ran  a  strong- 
ly marked  muscular  band ;  it  arose  on  the  left  side  of  the 
termination  of  the  oesophagus,  measured  there  one  inch  wide, 
but  gradually  diminished  and  terminated  at  the  opening  of 
the  second  cavity  into  the  third.  Thus  the  opening  of 
the  third  cavity  is  drawn  up  towards  that  of  the  oesophagus 
to  receive  the  cud  that  has  been  chewed,  and  which  is 
prevented  from  falling  again  into  the  first  cavity  by  the 
united  action  of  the  large  muscular  band  in  the  first  cavity, 
and  the  small  one  in  the  second.  The  cells  of  this  cavity 
were  much  more  numerous,  and  very  much  smaller  than 
those  of  the  first,  with  which  they  were  almost  directly 
continuous ;  on  an  average,  they  would  have  held  from 
three  to  four  drams,  but  the  largest,  which  were  situated 
at  the  left  extremity,  were  from  two  to  four  times  as  large. 
There  were  thirteen  transverse  septa,  counting  them  on  the 
large  curvature,  but  some  of  these  bifurcated  and  some  united 
towards  their  extremities.  These  were  intersected  by  two 
others,  four  or  five  inches  long  and  one  fourth  of  an  inch  wide, 
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which  arose  from  the  left  extremity  of  the  cavity,  ran  paral- 
lel along  the  large  curvature  and  were  gradually  lost ;  they 
were  also  intersected  by  very  numerous,  short,  but  not  con- 
tinuous septa  which  formed  the  cells.  This  cavity,  like  the 
first,  was  lined  by  cutis,  without  papilla) ;  cuticle  not  raised. 
Muscular,  coat  about  two  lines  thick ;  fibres  mostly  longi- 
tudinal, though  some  were  transverse  ;  the  same  structure 
was  also  seen  about  the  cells  and  in  the  septa. 

The  third  cavity,  or  true  organ  of  digestion,  was  for  the 
most  part  thin  and  membranous,  of  an  elongated  form,  but 
somewhat  incurvated,  and  measured  three  and  a  half  feet  in 
length.  Being  cut  open,  it  measured  three  inches  across 
at  the  left  extremity,  fourteen  inches  at  the  largest  p)art  or 
about  the  junction  of  the  first  and  second  thirds,  eight  inches 
where  it  became  contracted,  or  at  the  distance  of  six  inches 
from  the  pylorus,  after  which  it  dilated  to  twelve  inches,  and 
then  contracted  again  at  the  pylorus  to  four  and  a  half  inch- 
es. This  cavity  at  the  left  extremity  was  of  about  an  uni- 
form size  throughout  the  first  five  inches,  but  there  was  not 
the  slightest  appearance  of  a  separate  cavity  as  generally 
described,  and  as  is  strongly  represented  by  Home  in  the 
Bactrian  camel ;  otherwise,  the  form  of  this  third  cavity 
corresponded  perfectly  with  his  figure  (pi.  24.)  He  re- 
marks upon  the  intermediate  cavity  as  so  small  that  it  might 
be  overlooked  were  it  not  for  the  distinctness  of  its  orifices  ; 
but  this  last  was  not  found  in  either  of  the  individuals  under 
description.  He  remarks,  also,  upon  the  absence  of  septa  and 
of  the  cuticle  which  generally  characterize  the  third  cavity 
of  ruminants,  and  which  absence,  in  the  present  case,  seemed 
to  be  a  strong  additional  reason  for  denying  the  existence  of 
an  intermediate  cavity.  The  mucous  membrane  general- 
ly, was  smooth,  soft,  extremely  thin,  and  thrown  into  loose 
longitudinal  folds,  of  which  there  were  counted  about  forty, 
commencing  towards  the  left  extremity,  where  the  dilata 
tion  began,  and  terminating  within  six  inches  of  the  p' 
lorus;  in  it  were  some  small  mucous  follicles.  Upon  tl 
inner  surface  of  that  portion  of  the  left  extremity  whi( 
is  generally  described  as  an  additional  cavity  were  seen  tl 
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faint  remains  of  cells  which  passed  imperceptibly  into  the 
plicae  ;  Sir  E.  Home  remarks  upon  "  a  faint  appearance  of 
a  honey-combed  structure,  so  slight  as  to  require  a  close  in- 
spection to  ascertain  it."  In  the  last  six  inches  of  the  py- 
loric portion,  the  structure  of  the  lining  membrane  was  en- 
tirely changed.  The  greater  part  had  the  soft  villous  ap- 
pearance of  a  mucous  coat,  but  was  much  thickened.  The 
remainder,  situated  in  the  large  curvature  and  to  the  extent 
of  about  six  inches  square,  was  about  one  line  in  thick- 
ness, and  very  peculiar  in  structure,  consisting  of  fine,  up- 
right, parallel  fibres,  easily  separated  from  each  other  and  from 
the  subjacent  parts ;  the  surface  was  smoother  than  that  of 
the  surrounding  mucous  coat,  though  thrown  into  very 
thick  and  strongly  marked  riigae.  Just  at  the  pylorus  was 
the  glandular  body,  as  it  is  described  in  the  camel  and 
bullock  by  Home ;  it  was  about  one  inch  broad  and  about 
one  half  an  inch  thick,  from  which  place  it  extended  back- 
wards along  the  small  curvature,  and  was  gradually  lost  in 
the  parietes ;  it  was  covered  by  mucous  membrane  and  con- 
sisted of  a  soft,  white  tissue,  without  any  glandular  ap- 
pearance. The  pylorus  was  well  marked,  though  not  very 
prominent.  The  muscular  coat  of  this  cavity  was  quite 
thick,  especially  at  the  rugous  part,  the  fibres  being  trans- 
verse. 

The  Stomach  of  the  Male  corresponded  mainly  with  the 
above  description.  In  the  first  cavity,  the  cells  on  the  left 
side  extended  fourteen  inches ;  there  were  ten  transverse 
septa,  four  and  a  half  to  nine  inches  long,  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  to  two  inches  apart,  and  intersected,  though  not  regu- 
larly, by  short  septa ;  three  or  four  of  the  cells  would  pro- 
bably have  held  eight  or  ten  ounces.  The  cells  on  the 
right  side  commenced  about  opposite  the  middle  of  the 
large  muscular  band  and  were  thirtynine  inches  in  extent ; 
thirteen  transverse  septa;  cells  midway  about  three  inches 
wide  and  very  shallow,  but  at  each  extremity  much  smaller. 
The  muscular  band  was  twentytwo  inches  long,  and  mid- 
way one  half  inch  thick.  Small  curvature  of  the  second 
cavity  eight  and  one  half  inches,  and  the  large  ten  and  one 
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half;  iaaer  surface  midway  and  transversely  ten  and  one  half 
inches  ;  twelve  transverse  septa,  more  regular  than  in  the  fe- 
male, the  two  large  ones  which  intersected  them,  running 
about  half  the  length  of  the  cavity ;  cells  would  have  held 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  ;  small  muscular  band  seven- 
teen inches  long,  one  inch  wide,  and  about  two  lines  thick  ; 
muscular  coat  generally  thick,  and  the  fibres  transverse,  being 
in  the  female  mostly  longitudinal.  Third  cavity  forty  in- 
ches long.  Measured  transversely  at  the  left  extremity 
three  inches,  diminishing  afterwards  to  two  and  three- 
fourths,  but  without  any  appearance  of  there  being  an 
intermediate  cavity ;  at  the  largest  part  it  was  fourteen  in- 
ches, at  the  contracted  part  nine,  at  the  largest  part  after 
it  again  dilated  nineteen,  and  at  the  pylorus  four  inches. 
There  were  about  forty  or  fifty  longitudinal  plica) ;  beyond 
these  the  lining  membrane  was  about  one  half  a  line  thick, 
firm  and  rough  on  the  surface,  and  there  was  seen  the  pe- 
culiar rugous  membrane  that  was  described  in  the  female,  ex- 
cept that  the  color  here  was  cineritious.  The  gland  at  the 
pylorus,  as  it  has  been  called,  was  two  inches  long,  one  inch 
wide,  and  half  an  inch  thick. 

/Small  Intestine  of  the  male  eightyfive  feet  long,  of  the 
female  eighty  and  a  half.  Just  below  the  pylorus,  and  to 
the  extent  of  about  one  foot,  was  a  remarkable  dilatation, 
the  change  from  this  to  the  smaller  part  below  being  very 
abrupt;  this  is  well  represented  in  Sir  E.  Home's  figure 
of  the  Bactrian  camel,  (pi.  24;)  he  describes  it,  however, 
as  a  dilatation  between  the  pylorus  and  the  duodenum,  and 
not  as  a  dilatation  of  the  intestine  itself.  Being  cut  open 
throughout,  the  male  intestine  measured  at  the  dilated  por- 
tion sixteen  inches ;  below  this,  varying  from  two  and  a  half 
to  four  inches,  and  at  the  coecal  valve  five  and  a  half  inches  ; 
mucous  membrane  quite  thin  and  smooth  in  the  upper  third, 
but  became  more  and  more  thick  and  villous  towards  the 
coscum ;  muscular  coat  quite  thin  and  the  fibres  transverse. 

Aggregate  glands  very  strongly  marked  and  peculiar  in 
structure.  In  the  upper  quarter  of  the  female  intestine  were 
six  patches,   from  two  to  eight  lines  in  diameter,  circular, 
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well  defined,  bat  not  at  all  raised.  In  the  male,  just  below 
the  dilatation  of  the  duodenum,  were  numerous  and  similar 
patches,  from  two  to  three  lines  in  diameter,  and  arranged  in 
parallel  rows.  In  all  of  these  the  openings  of  the  follicles 
were  large.  Within  the  last  fifteen  inches  of  the  intestine, 
in  the  female,  were  also  six  patches,  situated  in  a  straight 
line,  and  opposite  the  mesentery,  generally  from  half  an  inch 
to  one  inch  in  diameter,  of  a  circular  form,  and  well  de- 
fined ;  the  smallest  were  two  or  three  lines  only,  some  were 
oral,  and  one  measured  one  and  a  quarter  inches  by  half 
an  inch.  These  appeared,  at  first  sight,  Uke  decided  ulcer- 
ations, being  surrounded  for  the  most  part  by  a  sharp  and 
raised  edge,  which,  beginning  almost  imperceptibly,  became 
gradually  wider,  until  at  last  it  was  expanded  into  a  proper 
membrane,  partially  overhanging  the  surface  of  the  patch, 
but  not  cormected  with  it  except  at  its  circumference.  The 
width  of  this  membrane  varied  in  the  different  patches,  the 
greatest  being  six  lines ;  it  was  soft,  smooth,  rather  thick, 
apparently  organized  and  continuous  with  the  smrounding 
mucous  membrane.  The  surface  itself  of  these  patches 
seemed  healthy,  the  follicles  of  which  they  were  composed 
being  quite  distinct,  and  as  much  so  where  they  were  cov- 
ered by  the  membrane  as  where  they  were  not.  In  the 
male,  the  patches  at  the  lower  end  of  the  intestine  had  a  sim- 
ilar appearance,  but  were  less  carefully  noted.  The  small 
patches  in  the  upper  part  of  neither  the  male  nor  female 
intestine  showed  any  trace  of  the  peculiar  membrane  above 
described. 

Large  Intestine  sixtytwo  and  a  half  feet  long  in  the  male, 
and  fifty  and  a  half  in  the  female  ;  length  of  coecum  in  each, 
twenty  inches.  Being  cut  open  throughout,  the  dimensions 
and  general  structure  in  each  was  about  the  same.  In  the 
male  the  measurements  transversely  were  as  follows :  in  the 
CGBcum  from  eight  to  ten  inches ;  for  the  first  eight  feet 
(from  the  CGBcal  valve,)  six  to  nine  inches ;  it  then  dimin- 
ished to  two  or  three  inches  and  so  continued  for  the  next 
eighteen  or  twenty  feet,  the  convolutions  at  this  part  being 
closely  connected  and  embedded  in  fiftt ;  it  afterwards  increas* 
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ed  again  to  four  and  a  half  inches.  Mucous  membrane  at 
first  quite  thin  and  smooth,  but  thrown  into  longitudinal  folds 
after  the  intestine  became  smaller.  Muscular  coat  thick ; 
fibres  mostly  transverse,  but  throughout  there  were  some  lon- 
gitudinal. 

Aggregate  glands.  In  the  coecum  and  ascending  colon 
were  numerous  patches  resembling  in  structure  those  found 
in  the  small  intestine.  In  the  female  there  were  seven 
about  the  coecal  valve,  from  two  to  five  lines  in  diameter,  of 
a  dark  grey  color,  partially  covered  by  the  peculiar  mem- 
brane above  described,  and  having  at  first  sight  the  appear- 
ance of  burrowing,  cicatrizing  ulcers;  in  the  ccecum  were 
four  others,  about  three  lines  in  diameter  and  resembling  the 
above.  In  the  first  part  of  the  colon  were  numerous  patches 
without  the  membrane  ;  generally  from  two  to  three  lines  in 
diameter,  but  one,  which  was  nearly  circular,  was  over  an 
inch,  and  another,  of  an  oval  form,  measured  six  by  eight 
lines.  The  patches  in  the  male  wure  much  less  numerous  ; 
in  the  colon  were  five,  from  two  to  four  lines  in  diameter, 
having  the  peculiar  membrane,  but  being  much  less  grey 
than  in  the  female. 

The  lAver  was  an  irregular,  flattened  organ,  consisting 
mainly  of  one  large  right  lobe,  from  the  anterior  part  of 
which  there  extended  a  long,  thin,  narrow  lobe  towards  the 
left  side.  In  the  male,  the  transverse  diameter  of  the  two 
lobes,  taken  together,  was  twentysix  and  a  half  inches ;  right 
lobe  twentyone  inches  antero-posteriorly,  and  three  and  one  half 
inches  thick  ;  left  lobe  twelve  inches  long,  from  five  and  one 
half  to  nine  inches  wide,  and  one  inch  thick ;  the  female  was 
rather  smaller.  On  the  surface  were  numerous  irregular  fissures 
and  small  imperfect  lobes.  The  organ  had  a  bluish  ash-color, 
was  quite  dense  though  flaccid,  and  seemed  made  up  of  large 
and  very  distinct  granulations.  Near  the  posterior  edge  of  the 
right  lobe  in  the  male  were  two  morbid  productions,  each  about 
one  inch  in  diameter,  of  a  regular,  rounded  form,  and  well  de- 
fined, the  surrounding  substance  being  quite  healthy ;  one 
was  apparently  a  tuberculous  mass,  white,  opaque,  and  curdy ; 
the  other  was  an  hydatid,  consisting  of  a  firm  external  cyst, 
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within  which  was  a  second,  quite  distinct  from  the  first,  very 
deUcate,  villous  on  the  inner  surface  and  filled  with  serum. 

OalUbladder  wanting.  In  the  female  the  length  of  the 
duct  external  to  the  liver,  was  three  and  one  half  inches. 
Opening  into  the  intestine  eleven  inches  from  the  pylorus, 
without  a  valve,  and  very  little  oblique ;  being  cut  open,  it 
measured  transversely,  to  a  small  extent  at  this  part,  eight 
lines,  but  just  after  receiving  the  pancreatic  duct,  it  was  con- 
tracted to  two.  In  the  male  it  measured  transversely,  with- 
out  being  cut  open,  three  lines  before  and  four  lines  after  re- 
ceiving the  pancreatic  duct. 

The  Pancreas  consisted  of  small,  flattened  lobules,  of  a 
dull  pink  color,  loosely  connected  and  intermixed  with  a  great 
abimdance  of  fat.  It  was  twelve  inches  long  in  the  male, 
eighteen  in  the  female,  and  for  the  most  part  from  three 
fourths  to  one  and  a  half  inches  wide,  there  being  a  second 
lobe  arising  from  near  the  head  of  the  first.  The  duct,  in 
the  female,  measured  two  lines  across  in  the  body  of  the 
organ,  when  cut  open,  and  terminated  in  the  hepatic  duct, 
two  inches  from  the  opening  of  this  last  into  the  intestine. 

The  Spleen  was  a  thin,  flattened  organ,  of  a  crescentic 
form,  the  convexity  being  towards  the  abdomen  ;  it  adhered 
to  a  very  small  extent  to  the  stomach,  and  extended  into  the 
left  iUac  fossa ;  color  dark  red,  and  texture  coarse.  In  the  fe- 
male it  was  twentytwo  and  a  half  inches  long,  from  four  to 
five  inches  wide,  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick. 

The  Kidneys  were  very  regular  in  their  form,  somewhat 
rounded,  and  measured  seven  inches  long,  from  three  and  a 
half  to  five  inches  wide,  and  about  three  inches  thick.  Tu- 
bular portion  single,  and  terminated  in  an  imiform,  concave 
surface,  opposite  to  the  centre  of  which  was  the  opening 
of  the  ureter. 

Bladder  of  the  female  about  the  size  of  a  common  orange, 
and  empty ;  mucous  membrane  somewhat  nigous ,-  muscular 
coat  thin. — Urethra  three  and  two-thirds  inches  in  length ; 
transversely,  one  inch  at  neck  of  bladder,  one  and  a  half  inches 
midway,  and  seven  lines  at  opening  in  vagina.  Well  marked, 
dense,  longitudinal  rugss  on  whole  length  of  inner  surfSEU^, 
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with  intermediate,  oblique  lines,  somewhat  like  the  arbor  vitse 
in  the  haman  cenrix  uteri.  Muscular  coat  became  more  and 
more  thick  towards  opening  into  vagina,  where  at  last  it 
measured  from  two  to  three  lines. 

Penis  twenty  inches  in  length,  and  for  the  most  part  about 
as  large  as  the  fore-finger,  though  near  the  pubes  much  larger. 
Towards  the  free  extremity  it  gradually  diminished  in  size, 
tapering  almost  to  a  point,  and  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  ; 
the  last  seven  Unes  were  bent  to  a  right  angle  with  the 
body  of  the  organ,  and  somewhat  twisted,  having  the  dense 
feel  of  cartilage,  and  measuring  at  the  very  extremity  but  two 
lines  in  diameter.  The  urethra  terminated  just  at  or  beneath 
the  angle  formed  by  tliis  last  portion,  and  was  still  further 
concealed  by  a  firm,  sharp  point,  two  lines  in  length,  which 
projected  forwards  from  one  side  oi  its  orifice.  The  lining 
membrane  of  this  canal  was  dense,  and  about  one-half  a  line 
thick ;  some  spongy  tissue  externally  about  midway ;  no 
muscular  fibres  seen.  Corpora  cavernosa  formed  by  an  abun- 
dant, coarse,  cellulo-fibrous  network,  without  a  septum ;  the 
investing  fibrous  membrane  extremely  thick  and  dense,  meas- 
uring from  one  to  one  and  a  half  lines.  Besides  some  smaller 
muscles,  a  short,  thick  pair  arose  from  the  pubes  to  be  inserted 
into  the  penis  near  its  origin,  and  a  long,  slender,  and  very 
beautiful  pair  ran  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  organ,  along 
its  under  surface,  connected  with  the  sphincter  ani  at  one  ex*- 
tremity,  and  lost  in  the  integuments  at  the  other.  The 
prepuce  was  five  inches  long,  and  formed  a  large,  thick  mass 
of  flesh,  consisting  of  cellular  substance  intermixed  with 
some  muscular  fibres  ;  frsenum  distinct. 

VcLsa  Deferentia  within  the  pelvis  at  first  tortuous,  but  for 
the  last  four  or  five  inches  straight ;  rather  more  than  one 
line  in  diameter  at  first,  the  canal  being  a  mere  pin  hole. 
Towards  their  termination  the  diameter  increases  to  three 
lines,  and  being  cut  open,  the  cavity  measures  about  three 
lines  transversely  ;  inner  surface  smooth  and  polished,  show- 
ing the  openings  of  numerous  minute  follicles.  Terminated 
at  last  in  the  urethra,  on  each  side  of  the  verumontanum. 
No  note  made  of  the  testicles. 
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VericukB  semirudes  wanting. 

Membranous  portion  of  the  urethra  six  and  one-fourth 
inches  long ;  transversely,  on  the  inner  surface,  one  inch  at 
neck  ,of  bladder,  one  and  seren-^ighths  inches  at  verumon- 
tanom  and  five  Unes  only  at  the  commencement  of  the 
penis^  yeramontanum  two  and  one-quarter  inches  from  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  and  not  very  prominent ;  numerous 
fine,  dense  rugae  diverged  off  from  it,  amongst  which  were  con- 
cealed the  openings  of  ducts ;  there  were,  also,  longitudinal 
rug8e,  more  marked  and  extending  off  from  it  along  the  mo- 
dian  Une  anteriorly  and  posteriorly.  Spongy  tissue  external 
to  the  mucous  coat,  and  about  one  tine  thick.  Muscular  coat 
very  strongly  developed,  measuring  one-half  an  inch  at  the 
thickest  part ;  the  fibres  were  transverse  and  met  upon  that 
surface  of  the  canal  which  was  towards  the  rectum,  in  a  thick 
mass  of  condensed  cellular  membrane  or  tendon  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  wide. 

The  Prostate  gland  consisted  of  a  single,  broad,  thick,  and 
very  regular  lobe,  of  a  somewhat  triangular  form,  the  apex 
being  directed  towards  the  urethra,  measuring  two  and  three- 
fourths  inches  transversely,  and  two  inches  in  the  opposite 
direction.  The  texture  was  close,  whitish  and  homoge- 
neous ;  filled  with  an  opaque,  creamy  fluid,  the  ducts  termi- 
nating in  many  openings  on  each  side  of  the  verumontanum. 
According  to  Cuvier,  (Anat.  Comp.,  Ist  ed..  Vol.  T.,  pp.  43 
and  47,)  this  gland  in  the  ruminants  is  always  double,  and  has 
but  a  single  excretory  duct ;  he  also  remarks  on  the  large  size 
of  the  central  cavity  in  the  camel. 

Cowpers  glands,  situated  just  behind  the  bulbo-cavemosus 
musclO)  were  remarkably  distinct.  They  were  of  a  very  reg- 
ular, oval  form,  one  inch  long  and  one-half  an  inch  at  the 
widest  part,  of  a  light  red  color,  slightly  granular  in  structure, 
and  directed  obUquely  forwards  towards  the  median  line. 
The  ducts  were  large,  filled  with  a  starchy  secretion,  and 
terminated  at  the  bottom  of  a  cul-de-sac,  which  was  five 
lines  in  depth  and  formed  by  the  inner  membrane  of  the 
urethra.  Each  of  these  glands,  separately,  was  surrounded 
by  a  strongly  developed  dxpulsor  musclci  which  was  fix>m 
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one-fourth  to  one-third  of  an  inch  thick  at  the  free  extrem- 
ity ;  towards  the  urethra  it  became  much  thinner,  and  had 
on  its  external  surface  a  very  thin  fascia,  giving  to  the 
whole,  before  being  cut  open,  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
gizzard  of  a  bird ;  this  same  structure  I  have  lately  met 
with  in  a  ram  from  Africa,  and  it  is  said  to  be  found  in 
the  ruminants  generally. 

Vctgina  ten  and  one-fourth  inches  in  length  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  urethra ;  transversely,  on  the  inner  surface,  three 
and  one-fourth  inches  at  the  meatus,  six  and  three-fourths 
inches  midway,  and  five  and  one-fourth  inches  at  the  upper  ex- 
tremity. Lining  membrane  thick,  dense  and  polished  ;  lon- 
gitudinal rugae  towards  the  meatus,  but  they  become  very 
fine  and  irregular  higher  up.  Muscular  coat  distinct  through- 
out, though  for  the  most  part  very  thin  ;  fibres  longitudinal ; 
more  developed  towards  the  outlet,  and  measured  there  from 
two  to  three  lines  in  thickness. 

The  Uterus,  being  cut  open,  measured  from  its  commence- 
ment to  the  bifurcation  internally  two  and  one-half  inches, 
and  to  the  same  externally  five  and  one-half  inches  ;  trans- 
versely, on  the  inner  surface,  four  inches  at  commencement, 
and  three  and  one-eighth  inches  at  bifurcation.  The  left  horn, 
cut  open,  was  five  and  one-fourth  inches  long,  two  and  seven- 
eighths  inches  transversely  near  its  commencement,  but  after- 
wards becomes  smaller.  Parietes  varied  from  one  and  one- 
half  to  three  lines  in  thickness.  Upon  the  inner  surface  of 
the  uterus  were  five  or  six  irregular,  transverse  folds,  which 
gradually  became  less  marked  from  below  upwards,  the  last 
half  inch  being  quite  smooth,  ^mer  surface  of  the  left  horn 
somewhat  rugous  towards  the  free  extremity,  but  smooth 
towards  the  uterus ;  muscular  coat  again  well  marked,  but 
became  thinner  towards  the  extremity.  Left  Fallopian  tube 
six  inches  long  and  rather  smaller  than  the  human ;  projected 
two  lines  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  in  the  form  of  a  con- 
ical papilla ;  the  other  extremity  extremely  tortuous  and  ter- 
minated in  an  expansion  of  peritoneum,  which  almost  com- 
pletely invested  the  ovary. 

The  Left  ovary ^  one  and  one-half  inches  long  by  one  inch 
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wide,  was  apparently  diseased  ;  about  two-thirds  of  it  occu- 
pied by  a  cyst  filled  with  a  watery  mucus,  and  lined  by  a 
proper  villous  membrane ;  in  the  remaining  portion  was  a  dark 
grey  cyst. 

In  each  of  the  Broad  Ligaments  were  distinct,  but  scat- 
tered and  irregular,  transverse  muscular  fibres. 

The  Heart  was  about  as  large  as  in  the  horse,  and  had  the 
same  conical  form.  Auricles  of  a  regular,  rounded  form,  and 
equal  to  about  two  and  one-half  or  three  inches  square  ;  ap- 
pendices not  strongly  marked  ;  muscular  substance  in  the  left 
fix)m  two  to  three  lines  thick,  but  in  the  right  it  was  thinner ; 
fossa  ovalis  deep.  In  the  female,  the  left  ventricle  was  nine 
inches  long  and  the  right  seven  and  one-half,  measuring  on 
the  outside  ;  the  left  was  ten  lines  thick  at  the  upper  extrem- 
ity, then  diminished  to  eight,  increased  again  to  twelve,  and 
at  the  apex  was  but  two,  without  the  fat,  of  which  there  was 
some  at  that  part ;  the  right  was  from  two  to  four,  averaging 
about  three  ;  inner  surface  of  the  left  for  the  most  part  smooth. 
Mitral  valve  divided  into  two  distinct  portions,  and  measured 
along  its  adherent  edge  eight  inches ;  the  tricuspid  eight  and 
one-third.  Pulmonary  artery  six  inches  transversely  on  the 
inner  surface,  just  above  the  valves,  and  one  and  one-half 
lines  in  thickness ;  ascending  aorta  four  and  one-half  inches 
and  three  lines  thick.  From  the  arch  of  the  aorta  there 
arose  two  vessels,  so  near  to  each  other  as  almost  to  have  a 
common  origin ;  one  of  these  was  the  left  subclavian ;  the 
other  was  the  common  trunk  of  the  righlt  subclavian  and  the 
two  carotids.  The  above  measyrements  were  taken  from 
the  female ;  the  heart  of  the  male  was  rather  larger. 

The  Trachea  of  the  male  had  seventyone  rings,  ranging 
firom  five  to  nine  lines  in  width,  and  expanded  posteriorly,  so 
as  to  overlap  each  other ;  also  overlapped  so  as  to  form  more 
than  a  complete  circle,  except  at  the  lower  extremity.  Trans- 
verse diameter  inferiorly  one  and  one-half  inch,  the  antero- 
posterior being  rather  less  ;  superiorly  the  flattening  was  lat- 
eral. On  the  right  side  a  large  bronchus  was  given  off  just 
above  the  proper  bifurcation.  Muscular  coat  very  strongly 
developed,  the  fibres  measuring  one  and  one^fourth  ^inch  in 
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length.  Towards  the  upper  part  of  the  trachea,  on  the  right 
side,  was  a  dark  red,  glandular  looking  body,  of  a  regular 
form,  three  and  one-half  inches  long  by  two  inches  wide ; 
probably  one  lobe  of  the  thyroid  gland. 

The  Lungs  consisted  of  a  single  lobe  on  each  side,  without 
any  trace  of  division,  but  sending  a  prolongation  upwards 
from  the  apex.  The  left,  in  the  male,  measured  twentyseven 
inches  along  its  outer  surfieu^ ;  greatest  width  ten  inches,  and 
thickness  two  and  one-fourth  inches.  Cells  and  lobules  aboul 
as  large  as  in  man.  These  organs,  in  both  subjects,  contained 
very  numerous  diseased  masses,  from  one-half  an  inch  to  two 
inches  in  diameter,  apparently  a  chronic  affection,  and  consist* 
ing  of  a  deposit  of  very  soft  lymph  with  a  mixture  of  pus, 
the  surrounding  structure  being  quite  healthy.  The  bronchial 
and  some  of  the  cervical  glands  were  similarly  affected.  The 
inner  surface  of  the  trachea,  also,  was  diseased  at  its  upper 
extremity,  and  on  the  anterior  face,  to  the  extent  of  two 
inches  by  one  and  one-half  inch,  being  thickened,  rough  and 
opaque,  but  not  properly  ulcerated. 


Art.  IL— descriptions  OP  THE  FISHES  OF  THE  OHIO  RIVER 

AND  ITS  TRIBUTARIES.    Bt  Jaud  P.  Kirklaitd,  M.  D. 

(Continued  from  Vol.  III.,  pa^  482.) 

Lepisost£us.    Lacep. 
L.  oxyurus.  Raf.     The  Ohio  Gar-Fish. 

LtpuotUtu  ozyunu.    Raf.  Ichthjol.  OhMnrif.  p.  74. 

'*  **  Kirtlind.  Report  on  Zoology  of  Ohio.  p.  196. 

Ltfiiosteus  Burontntis.    RiehtrdioD.    Fauna  Boreali-Amer.  p.  237. 

Plate  I.     Fig.  1. 

Head  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  length ;  jaws  eleven- 
seventeenths  of  the  total  length  of  the  head ;  forehead  flat- 
tened between  the  eyes ;  base  of  the  head  less  in  circum- 
ference than  any  other  section  of  the  body  anterior  to  the 
dorsal  fin ;  sub-quadrangular ;  jaws  narrow,  elongated,  slight- 
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ly  narrowed  towards  the  tip ;  uj^er  jaw  longer^  terminating  in 
an  oblong  knob.  A  series  of  unequal  teeth  are  placed  in 
clusters  along  the  margin  of  each  jaw.  Eyes  behind  the 
angle  of  the  mouth. 

Body  small,  regularly  fusiform,  transversely  flattened  ante- 
rior to  the  dorsal  fin ;  scales  hard,  corneous  and  arranged  in 
obhque  rows. 

Dorsal  fin  situated  nearer  the  base  of  the  tail  than  the 
anal  fin. 

Cavdal  fin  oblong,  oblique,  upper  and  lower  edge  ob- 
scurely serrated. 

Anal  fin  larger  and  longer  than  the  dorsal. 

Pectoral  fin  ovBte  and  short. 

Length.  The  specimen  before  me  is  twentytwo  inches ; 
I  haye  seen  them  five  feet  in  length. 

Color.  Back  and  head  brown  or  umber<olored,  sides  yel- 
bw,  and  belly  white. 

Habitat.  Lake  Erie,  Ohio  river,  and  many  of  their  trib- 
utaries. 

D.  7;  0.  12;  A.  6 ;  P.  10  rays. 

Observations.  This  species  is  readily  distinguished  from 
the  Ihich-biU  and  Attigator-Gars,  by  the  great  length  of  the 
jaws.  It  maybe  seen,  apparently  sleeping,  on  the  surface,  and 
gently  carried  round  on  an  eddy  for  an  hour  at  a  time.  Before 
our  streams  were  interrupted  by  the  construction  of  mill-dams, 
it  was  common  in  most  of  the  permanent  rivulets  in  OhiO| 
but  it  is  now  becoming  scarce.  As  an  article  of  food  it  is  not 
much  esteemed,  and  is  not  often  eaten. 

It  ia  not  a  little  surprising  tliat  this  species  should  be  intro- 
duced by  Richardson  into  his  <'  Fauna  Boreali-Americana,"  as 
being  previously  unknown,  with  the  name  of  ^'  L.  Hurofir 
ensis^"  when  it  had  been  so  well  described  by  Rafinesque  six- 
teen years  before.  Cuvier  was  acquainted  with  Rafinesque's 
publication,  as  his  occasional  references  to  it  prove,  and  still, 
when  a  prepared  specimen  of  this  fish  was  sent  to  him  by 
Richardson,  he  called  it  <<  Esox  dsseuSf  Lin.  Lepisisteus  ros- 
tratusj  Nobis."  M.  Agassiz,  however,  considering  it  a  distinct 
species  fiK>in  E.  osseus,  requested  Mr.  John  E.  Gray,  the  dis- 
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tinguished  curator  of  the  British  Museum,  to  draw  up  a  mi- 
nute description  for  him.  Mr.  Gray  must  have  been  unac- 
quainted with  the  <<  Ichthyologia  Ohiensis,"  else  he  would 
never  have  remarked  of  the  species  referred  to,  <<  It  also  differs 
from  all  the  other  known  species  of  the  genus  in  being  spot- 
ted." 

L.  ferox.     Raf     The  Alligator  Gar-fish. 

LepisdsteuM  feroz.    Raf.     Ichthyol.  Ohien.  p.  75. 

''  <*        Kirlland.    Rep.  on  Zool.  of  Ohio,  p.  196. 

Plate  I.     Fig.  2. 

Head  one  fourth  of  the  total  length  of  the  fish,  broad  and 
flat  on  its  upper  surface  ;  skin  rugose ;  jaws  nearly  equal,  not 
half  the  length  of  the  head,  short,  oval  and  obtuse,  armed 
with  numerous  strong  and  prominent  teeth,  of  various  sizes 
and  lengths ;  the  palatine  arch  armed  in  a  similar  manner. 
The  upper  jaw  expands  into  a  knob,  beneath  its  extremity. 
Eye  situated  behind  the  angle  of  the  mouth. 

Body  fusiform,  cylindrical,  and  flattened  on  the  back,  cov- 
ered with  large  bony  scales,  which  are  imbricate,  and  arranged 
in  oblique  series ;  each  scale  is  sculptured  on  the  external 
surface. 

Dorsal  Jin  more  posterior  than  the  anal,  and  its  tip  reaches 
beyond  the  commencement  of  the  caudal  fin  at  its  inferior 
edge.     The  anterior  ray  serrated  before. 

Caudal  Jin  oblique,  serrated  on  its  superior  and  inferior 
edges.  Several  of  the  rays  in  this  fin,  and  in  some  of  the 
other  fins,  are  compounded  at  the  middle  of  their  lengths. 

Anal  Jin  serrated  on  its  anterior  edge,  and  attains  with  its 
tip  the  commencement  of  the  base  of  the  caudal  Jin. 

Ventral  Jin  horizontal ;  its  anterior  ray  serrated^ 

Pectoral  Jin  ovate,  situated  beneath  the  posterior  edge  of 
the  operculum. 

Color  yellowish  brown,  in  the  prepared  specimens. 

Length  from  four  to  six  feet. 

Habitat,     Ohio  river,  very  rare. 

D.  8 ;  C.  11 ;  A.  8  or  9  ;  V.  6 ;  P.  15  rays. 
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Observations.  This  fish  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  occasionally  strays  up  into  its  tributaries,  the  Illinois,  the 
Ohio,  and  perhaps  some  others.  I  have  never  met  with  a 
recent  specimen,  but  find  the  skins  of  two,  prepared  in  the 
Western  Museum  of  Cincinnati ;  one  was  stuffed,  the  other 
dried  in  an  extended  form.  Mr.  Dorfeuille,  the  former  pro- 
prietor, informs  me  that  one  of  them  was  taken  some  distance 
up  the  river,  towards  Pittsburg.  It  is  five  feet  and  eight 
inches  in  length,  and  twentyfive  inches  in  circumference, 
and  is  so  well  prepared  that,  though  somewhat  decayed,  it  is 
believed  the  drawing  taken  from  it,  and  accompanying  this 
description,  affords  a  tolerable  representation  of  the  recent  fish. 
I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  the  Museum, 
for  permission  to  use  his  specimen. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  a  member  of  my  medical  class,  has  also  pre- 
sented me  with  the  bony  scales  of  one  taken  about  four  years 
since,  by  some  fishermen,  with  a  seine,  at  the  mouth  of  Mill 
Creek,  a  mile  below  the  city  of  Cincinnati.  It  must  have 
been  still  longer  than  those  in  the  Museum,  judging  from  the 
size  of  the  scales. 

Both  my  figure  and  description  disagree  in  many  points 
with  the  description  of  Mr.  Rafinesque,  but  are  essentially 
correct  in  reference  to  the  specimens  from  which  they  were 
taken.  And  it  should  be  recollected  that  he  made  out  his 
description  from  a  sketch  and  a  jaw  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Clifford. 

Rafinesque  says,  that  in  the  Mississippi  it  attains  to  the 
length  of  eight  to  twelve  feet,  and  is  a  match  for  an  alligator. 
It  is  truly  a  formidable  fish, — the  shark  of  fresh  water.  Its 
bony  scales  and  head  must  be  almost  impenetrable,  and  im- 
pervious as  the  mail  of  the  alligator ;  and  its  formidable  teeth 
and  bony  jaws,  as  well  as  its  superior  agility,  must  render  it  a 
powerful  competitor;  though  I  should  doubt  its  ability  to 
destroy  a  full  grown  alligator. 

The  shortness  of  the  jaws  and  head,  the  sculptured  surface 
of  the  scales,  and  the  great  size  and  general  contour  of  the 
body,  will  readily  distinguish  it  from  the  comman  or  the  duck- 
bill Gar-fish. 
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L.  platdstomus.    Raf.    The  Duck-bill  Gar-fish. 

Ltpisd^Uus  fdatdsUmus.    Raf.    Ichth.  Obien.  p.  73. 

«  <'  Kirthnd.    Rep.  on  Zool.  ef  Ohio.  p.  196. 

Plate  I.     Fig.  3. 

Head  hardly  one  fourth  of  the  total  length  of  the  fish,  flat- 
tened above  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  broader  behind  the  eyes. 
Upper  jaw  the  longer,  equal  to  the  remainder  of  the  head ; 
expanding  on  the  under  side  of  the  tip  into  an  elastic  knob, 
and  gradually  widening  from  thence  to  the  junction  with  the 
skull ;  its  surface  rough  and  deeply  furrowed  with  a  cunred 
sulcation  extending  from  behind  the  nostril  to  the  head,  above 
the  eyes,  on  each  side.  Lower  jaw  wider  at  the  base  than 
the  upper,  but  narrower  at  the  tip ;  their  margins  furnished 
with  numerous  sharp  and  prominent  teeth.  Tongue  asper- 
ous,  bi-lobed  at  its  tip.  Throat  lax  and  pendulous  beneath. 
Operculu/m  and  pre^erculum  bony  and  compressed.  Nostrils 
near  the  extremity  of  the  upper,  and  anterior  to  the  tip  of  the 
lower  jaw. 

Body  cylindric,  flattened  above  ;  back  somewhat  elevated  ; 
scales  corneous,  and  arranged  in  oblique  series. 

Dorsal  Jin  sub-oval,  posterior  to  the  anal. 

Caudal  Jin  oblong-oval,  the  base  oblique  ;  upper  and  lower 
rays  serrate. 

Anal  Jin  similar  to  the  dorsal,  in  form  and  size. 

Ventral  Jin  ovate,  its  rays  cartilaginous,  anterior  to  the 
middle  of  the  body. 

Pectoral  Jin  ovate-falcate. 

Color.  Head  and  back  dusky,  and  umber ;  sides  yellow- 
ish ;  abdomen  white;  iris  golden  yellow.  Dorsal,  caudal, 
and  anal  fins  maculate.  A  series  of  obscure,  circular  spots  is 
situated  on  the  medial  line  behind  the  anal  fin. 

Length.  The  specimen  I  have  before  me  is  twentysix 
inches ;  others,  it  is  said,  have  attained  the  length  of  four  or 
five  feet. 

D.  8 ;  C.  12 ;  A.  9 ;  V.  6  ;  P.  10  rays. 

Observations.    I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  sol- 
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itary  specimen  in  the  Cincinnati,  market,  but  did  not  learn 
where  it  was  taken.  Rafinesque  speaks  of  the  species  being 
common  in  the  western  ixraters.  This  might  have  been  troe 
in  earlier  times,  but  at  this  date,  it  is  so  rare  here  that  I  have 
found  one  fisherman  only,  who  professes  to  know  it  The 
shorter,  wider,  and  flattened  jaws,  distinguish  it  from  the 
Common- Oar, — and  the  longer  and  tapering  jaws  from  the 
AUigator-6ar. 

Fig.  a.  The  entire  fish. 

Fig.  b.  The  upper  sur&ce  of  the  head  and  upper-jaw. 

PoLTODON.    Lacepede. 
P.  folium.    Lacep.     The  Spoon-bill  Sturgeon.    Paddle-fish. 

PolfodanfBMUU.    Laeep^d«.    Griffith's  Cuvier,  Vol.  X.  p.  591. 
Polyodamfdiium.    Wilsoo.    Article  *' Ickthyolo^y/' in  Encyelopadia  Bri- 

tannica,  MTeoth  edition,  p.  230. 
'*  '*         Rafineaque,  Icbthy.  Ohien.  p.  82. 

««  ^         Mitchill  and  HUdreth.  Silliman'a  Journal,  Vol.  XII. 

p.  362,  and  figure. 
SpahtldriM  nticiildiM.    Shaw.  General  Zoology,  Vol.  V.  p.  362,  et  fig. 

PI.  n.    Fig.  1. 

Head  regularly  conic,  extended  into  a  spatulate  spout,  on  a 
line  nearly  continuous  with  the  back.  Snout  flat,  its  edges 
thin  and  compressed,  its  centre  furnished  with  a  firm  and 
thick  cartilaginous  rib,  extending  the  whole  length,  but  grad- 
ually diminidbdng  in  size  from  the  junction  with  the  head  to 
the  tip  of  the  spatula.  The  surfaces  marked  with  irregular 
hexagonal  reticulations.  Two  parallel,  cartilaginous  nerves 
extend  from  the  base  of  the  skull  to  the  termination  of  the 
snout,  running  through  the  centre  of  the  upper  surfisu^e.  They 
appear  to  be  formed  by  numerous  diverging  and  concentric 
rays. 

The  Head  is  somewhat  gibbous  at  its  imion  with  the  body^ 
firom  thence  it  is  declivous  to  the  first  third  of  the  length  of  the 
snout.  Operculum  invested  with  a  fleshy  membrane,  which 
extends  as  far  as  the  abdominal  fin.  In  the  dry  specimen 
the  operculum  is  radiate,  which  is  not  apparent  when  recent. 
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The  Hecul,  including  the  operculum  and  snout,  is  longer  than 
one  half  the  total  length  of  the  fish,  and  the  snout  exceeds 
the  united  length  of  the  head  and  operculum.  Nostrils  dou- 
ble, situated  immediately  above  and  before  the  eyes.  Spira- 
cles behind  and  above  the  eyes,  on  a  line  with  the  nostrils 
and  edge  of  the  snout.  Jaws  expansive,  thin,  flexible,  carti- 
laginous, acutely  margined  and  minutely  denticulate.  The 
lower  jaw  closes  within  the  upper.  The  palatine  arch,  the 
lingual  cartilage,  and  the  inner  extremities  of  the  first  pair  of 
branchial  arches  are  furnished  with  numerous  small  teeth. 

Body  sub-cylindric,  flattened  laterally,  and  tapering  from 
the  pectoral  fin  to  the  tail.  Skin  scaleless ;  smooth  in  the 
recent  specimen,  but  asperous  when  dried.  Yent  prominent| 
situated  beneath  the  dorsal  fin. 

All  the  fins  ^umerously  rayed,  and  all  except  the  caudal 
one,  trapezoidal,  and  inserted  on  fleshy  and  elevated  bases. 

Caudal  Fin  expanded,  bi-lobed ;  the  lower  lobe  shorter, 
broader,  and  less  oblique  than  the  upper,  which  is  serrated  on 
its  superior  edge. 

Color.     The  head,  back  and  sides  are  of  a  beautiful  steel 
blue,  the  throat  and  abdomen  white,  and  the  gill-covers  macu- 
lated  by  stellate  impressions. 
Lengthy  from  one  to  five  feet. 
Habitat.     The  Ohio  river  and  its  tributaries. 
Observations.      This    species   is  distinguished   from   the 
Platirostra  edentula^  of  Lesson,  by  possessing  numerous  teeth, 
by  the  snout  being  on  a  line  with  the  back,  by  the  greater 
length  of  the  appendage  of  the  operculum,  by  the  form,  size, 
and  direction  of  the  lobes  of  the  caudal  fin,  and  by  the 
smaller  size  and  less  oval  form  of  the  body. 

It  is  taken  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  Licking  river, 
near  Cincinnati,  and  exposed  for  sale  in  the  markets.  Its 
flesh,  I  am  informed,  is  tough  and  not  palatable,  though  it  is 
occasionally  eaten. 

During  the  winter  it  does  not  forsake  our  streams,  but  se- 
cretes itself  in  the  mud  and  beneath  logs  in  the  deepest 
waters.  The  peculiarly  shaped  nose  seems  designed  to  enable 
it  to  search  in  the  mud  for  its  favorite  food  ;  and  we  often  find 
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the  end  of  that  appendage  coated  with  tenacious  clay,  when 
first  taken. 

What  it  subsists  on  I  h&ve  never  been  able  to  discover  from 
any  thing  contained  in  the  stomach.  In  the  specimens  which 
I  have  examined,  a  quantity  of  thick,  muddy  mucus  only, 
was  contained  in  the  stomach,  except  that  in  two  there  were 
a  number  of  Ttsnia  or  Tape-worms.  Each  of  these  parasites 
was  about  two  inches  in  length  when  extended,  and  was 
made  up  of  numerous  joints  about  a  line  in  length. 

Two  drawings,  with  descriptions  of  this  fish,  were  publish* 
ed  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science,  Vol.  XII.  one  by  Dr. 
Hildreth,  another  by  a  Mr.  Clements.  These  authors  proba- 
bly overlooked  the  minute  teeth,  which,  in  recent  specimens, 
are  thickly  invested  with  a  tenacious  mucus,  but  are  more 
evident  when  the  specimens  are  dessiccated. 

Luxu^us.     Rafinesque. 
L.  erythroghster.  Raf     The  Red-belly  Shiner. 

JmxUuM  uryikrogdstar,  Rafinesqae.     Ichthyologia  Obieniis,  p.  47. 
*'  **  Kirtland.    Report  on  the  Zoology  of  Ohio.    Gate- 

logue,  p.  169. 

PI.  II.     Fig.  2. 

Head  short,  rather  obtuse.  Eyes  circular  ;  irides  golden 
yellow  ;  pupils  black.     Jaws  equal. 

Body  full,  sub-cylindrical,  slightly  compressed  laterally. 
Lateral  line  curved  downwards  along  the  abdomen,  but  up- 
wards as  it  approaches  its  base. 

Caudal  Jin  bi-lobed  ;  dorsal,  anterior  to  the  anal  fin. 

Lengthy  from  three  to  four  inches. 

Color.  Pins  a  delicate  yellow,  back  dark  olive,  with  an 
interrupted  black  stripe  through  its  centre ;  sides  with  two 
black  stripes,  the  upper  extending  from  the  caudal  fin  to  the 
base  of  the  head  ;  the  lower  from  the  tail  to  the  operculum, 
•  and  interruptedly  along  the  base  of  the  head,  across  the  iris, 
to  the  tip  of  the  nose.  The  space  between  these  black 
stripes,  white  and  silvery ;  the  abdomen  white,  occasionally 
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tinged  with  carmine  in  some  epecimensy  and  wholly  of  a 
bright  carmine  in  others.  The  colors  of  the  female  are  less 
vivid  than  thoaeof  the  male,  and  the  black  stripes  on  the  sides 
are  often  displaced  by  a  muddy  dun  color. 

0.20;  D.  8;  P.  12;  V.  8;  A.  a 

HabUat.    All  the  small  brooks  and  rivulets  in  the  West 

ObservaHans,  In  my  specimens,  the  anal  fins  were  eight 
rayed,  though  Bafinesque  describes  the  species  as  having  only 
seven  rays. 

The  colors  are  the  most  vivid  in  the  Spring  of  the  year, 
when  great  numbers  may  be  seen  congregating  on  the  Bbodis 
and  ripples  of  every  springnrun,  preparing  to  deposit  their 
spawn.  After  that  process  has  been  completed,  they  cease  to 
be  gregarious,  lose  their  beautiful  colors,  and  return  to  the 
deeper  waters. 

The  thicker  and  more  cylindrical  form  of  the  body,  the 
shortness  of  the  head  and  jaws,  and  the  different  arrangement 
of  the  colors,  as  well  as  its  different  habits,  will  readily  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  lAxilus  elangcUus. 

A  hasty  observer  might  mistake  the  male  and  female  for 
distinct  species.  I  have  therefore  furnished  a  sketch  of  both 
sexes. 

Fig.  a.  male. 

Fig.  b.  female. 

Lota.    Cuvier. 
L.  maculosa.  Le  Sueur.    The  Eel-pout. 

Lota  maaddsa,    Cuv.    Griffith's  Cot.  Vol.  X.  p.  487. 

**  **         Rlehardion.    Fauna  Boreali- Americana,  p.  348. 

"  **  Kirtland.    lUport  on  the  Zoology  of  Ohio.  p.  196. 

Oadm  maaddsut.    La  Sueur.    Joum.  Acad.  Nat  Sei.  Vol.  I.  p.  83. 

PI.  III.    Fig.  1. 

The  following  description,  of  Le  Sueur,  I  extract  from  the 
first  volume  of  the  "  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sci- 
ence, of  Philadelphia." 

''  O.  mactUosus.    Jaws  equal ;  lower  one  with  a  single 
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cirrus;  ground  color  of  the  body  reddish,  marbled  with 
brown,  with  roundish  white  spots  scattered  throughout ;  head 
large,  long  and  depressed  ;  eyes  oblong,  in  a  vertical  Une  with 
the  angle  of  the  mouth ;  nostrils  double,  anterior  are  elongated 
into  a  small  barbel ;  pectoral  fins  long,  subtriangular,  placed 
horizontally  ;  jugular  fins  pointed,  falciform,  and  whitish  ; 
anal  fins  shorter  than  the  dorsal,  and  marked  with  pale  spots ; 
caudal  fin  large  and  rounded  ;  body  mucous,  covered  with 
small  roundish  scales,  resembling  depressed  tubercles  ;  lateral 
line  in  the  middle  of  the  body ;  teeth  small,  sharp,  and  dis- 
posed in  twelve  or  fifteen  ranges,  resembling  those  of  a  wool- 
card  ;  the  palate  and  throat  are  equally  furnished  with  teeth. 
Branchiae  7 ;  P.  18 ;  D.  10—71 ;  Jug.  -6 ;  A.  70 ;  C.  44  rays. 

The  above  described  species  I  discovered  in  Lake  Erie, 
on  the  14th  of  July,  1814.  It  is  an  esteemed  fish,  and  is 
commonly  known  under  the  name  of  the  Dog-fish,  and  Eel- 
pout.     My  specimen  was  two  feet  four  inches  in  length." 

Observations.  Le  Sueur  is  incorrect  in  giving  this  species 
the  common  name  of  Dog-fish — ^that  term  is  exclusively  ap- 
pUed  to  the  AnUa  calva. 

The  Eel-pout  is  an  eatable  fish,  but  is  far  from  being  es- 
teemed, its  flesh  being  dry,  tough,  and  not  highly  flavored. 
It  is  taken  in  considerable  numbers  about  the  harbor  of 
Cleaveland,  by  hookd  and  seines. 

Salmo.  Lin. 

S.  ruimaycush.    Pennant.      The  Namaycush.      The  great 

Trout  of  the  Lakes. 

Salmo  namaycush.  Pennant.    Arctic  Zoology,  Vol.  II.  Supplement,  p.  139. 

(«  «<  Ricbardion.    Fauna  Boreali-Americana.  p.  179,  et  6g. 

i<  ««  Kirtland.    Report  on  Zoology  of  Ohio.  p.  195. 

Salmo  amethyitug.  Mitcbill.  Journal  Academy  of  Nat.  Science,  Vol.  I.  p.  410. 

PI.  III.     Fig.  2. 

Head  obtuse,  broad  between  the  eyes,  near  one-fourth  of 
the  total  length  of  the  fish.  Maxillaries  equal  to  one-fourth 
the  length  of  the  head,  curved  downwards  behind  their  mid- 
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die,  armed  with  strong  teeth  through  the  whole  extent  of 
their  inferior  edges ;  a  second  row  of  teeth  on  the  interior 
margin  of  the  upper  jaw,  and  a  single  row  on  the  lower  jaw. 
Anterior  teeth  inflected.  Eyes  anterior  to  the  angle  of  the 
mouth.     Tongue  armed  with  two  rows  of  strong  teeth. 

Body  sub-cylindric,  fusiform,  compressed  a  little  on  the 
sides. 

Dorsal  Jin  over  the  middle  of  the  body,  and  anterior  to  the 
ventrals. 

Adipose  Jin  small^  falciform. 

Caudal  Jin  rather  broad,  biJobed,  lobes  equal. 

Anal  Jin  reaches  with  its  tip  the  base  of  the  caudal. 

Ventral  Jin  situate  behind  the  dorsal  and  attains  to  the  vent. 

Pectoral  Jin  falciform,  acute,  and  does  not  extend  as  far 
back  as  the  dorsal. 

Color  clouded  with  brown  and  white  ;  darker  on  the  back, 
lighter  on  the  sides,  and  white  on  the  throat  and  belly.  All 
the  fins  reticulated  with  brown. 

Length.  Thirtyfour  and  a  half  inches  is  the  length  of  a 
specimen  before  me. 

Habitat.     Lake  Erie  and  the  Upper  Lakes. 

B.  13;  D.  13;  C.  19;  A.  12;  V.  9;  P.  14  rays. 

Observations.  This  fish  inhabits  the  deepest  waters  of 
Lake  Erie,  but  does  not  often  approach  the  shores.  One  was 
however  taken  at  the  end  of  the  pier  by  a  boy  fishing  for 
pike,  two  years  since.  It  is  caught  in  considerable  numbers 
during  the  winter,  near  Buffalo,  by  letting  down  lines  through 
holes  in  the  ice.     In  some  of  the  upper  Lakes  it  is  abundant 


Art.  III.  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  GENUS  SCALOPS,  (SHREW 
MOLES,)  WITH  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THE  SPECIES  FOUND 
IN  NORTH  AMERICA.  Bt  J.  Bachman,  D.  D.,  Charlestow,  S.  C. 

Although  this  genus  has,  until  very  recently,  been  com- 
posed of  only  a  single  acknowledged  species,  {Scalops  Cana- 
densis of  Desm.)  its  systematic  derangement  has  given  great 
perplexity   to   naturalists.      Lhmaus  placed   it    among    the 
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Shrews  (Sarex),  and  Pennant  among  the  Moles  (Talpa). 
Baron  Cuvier  finally  established  for  it  a  new  genus  (Scalops), 
where  it  still  remains.  The  specimen,  however,  which  he 
made  the  type  of  the  genus,  contained  but  thirty  teeth.  The 
upper  jaw  had  but  three  lateral  incisors,  or  false  molars,  on 
each  side,  leaving  considerable  intermediate  spaces  between 
the  incisors  and  true  molars.  In  this  dental  arrangement  he 
was  followed  by  Desmerest,  Dr.  Harlan,  Griffith,  and  nearly 
all  the  naturalists  of  that  period.  Subsequently,  however, 
Fred.  Cuvier  gave  a  correct  description  of  the  teeth,  which 
he  found  amounted  to  thirtysix.  Dr.  Harlan,  finding  a  skele- 
ton firom  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  which,  in  its  dental 
arrangement,  corresponded  generally  with  the  characters  given 
by  Fred.  Cuvier,  considered  it  a  new  species,  and  described  it 
under  the  name  of  Scalops  Pennsylvanica,  (see  Fauna 
Americana,  p.  33).  Finally,  Dr.  Richardson  described  a  spe- 
cimen which  was  obtained  on  the  Columbia  River,  which 
contained  fortyfour  teeth,  very  difierently  arranged.  This 
animal  he  refers  to  the  S.  Canadensis,  (aqtiaticus,  of  Lin- 
naeus,) supposing  that  the  difference  in  the  dentition,  as 
observed  by  different  authors,  was  owing  to  their  having  ex- 
amined and  described  specimens  of  different  ages.  (See 
Fauna  Boreali-Americana,  p.  82).  I  will  endeavor  to  explain 
and  correct  these  contradictory  views. 

The  specimens  examined  by  Baron  Cuvier,  Desmarest,  and 
Dr.  Harlan,  were  evidently  young  animals,  with  their  denti- 
tion incomplete.  One  half  of  the  specimens  now  lying  be- 
fore me,  present  the  same  deficiency  in  the  number  of  teeth— 
also  the  edentate  spaces  between  the  incisors  and  grinders, 
remarked  by  those  authors.  Those,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
were  examined  by  Frederick  Cuvier,  Dr.  Godman,  and  the 
skeleton  of  Dr.  Harlan's  Scalops  Pennsylvanica,  were  the 
adults  of  the  same  species ;  and  the  description  of  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson's specimen  was  that  of  a  new  species.  (See  Journal 
Acad.  Nat.  Sciences,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  68.)  I  have  been  obliged 
to  make  a  slight  alteration  in  the  generic  characters  to  admit 
the  species  which  have  since  been  discovered. 
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FAMILY.    INSECTIVORA. 

Grenus  Scalops.  Cuv.     Shretp-mole, 

Generic  Characters.  Teeth,  from  thirtysix  to  fortyfour. 
Head  long,  terminated  in  an  extended,  cartilaginous,  flexible, 
pointed  muzzle.  Hands  and  arms  broad,  and  armed  with 
strong  nails,  fitted  to  excavate  the  earth,  resembling  in  their 
general  appearance  those  of  the  European  mole,  ( Talpa). 
Eyes,  and  ears  concealed  by  the  hair,  and  scarcely  percepti- 
ble. The  hind  feet  are  slender.  Toes  five  on  each  foot, 
furnished  wilh  small,  hooked  nails. 

1.    Scalops  aquaticus.  Linn.     Common  Shrew-mole. 

Sorex  aqudtieus;  Liv.,    System.  Jfdt.  I2th  edition^  corrected^  Vol.  I.  74. 

Talpafusea;  Pknnaitt,     Bril.  Zool.   Quadrupeds.  314. 

Scalops  Canadensis;  Desm.,  Mam.  115. 

Sealope  de  Canada;  Cut.,  Regne.  Anim.  134. 

Shrew-mole;  Godmah,  JVo/.  Hist.  I.  84.  pi.  5,  f.  3. 

Scalops  Canadensis;  Harlah,     Fatina.  32,  young. 

Scalops  Pennsylvanica ;  Harlak,  ibid.  33,  adult. 

Dental  formula.  Incisors  }.  False  molars  ^.  True  mo- 
lars |.=36. 

In  the  adult  animal  there  are  twenty  teeth  in  the  upper 
jaw.  The  incisors  are  of  a  moderate  size,  rounded  on  their 
front  surface,  and  flattened  posteriorly.  Immediately  behind 
the  incisors  are  found  two  minute  teeth  on  each  side,  crowded 
together.  These  are  succeeded  by  four  larger,  false  molars  of 
a  cylindrical  shape,  and  pointed.  The  fourth  is  the  smallest. 
The  fifth  is  a  little  larger,  and  slightly  lobed,  and  the  sixth, 
which  is  the  largest,  is  more  conspicuously  lobed.  Then 
follow  three  true  molars,  each  furnished  with  three  sharp  tu- 
bercles. 

In  the  lower  jaw,  which  contains  sixteen  teeth,  the  two 
posterior  incisors  are  very  small ;  these  are  succeeded  on  each 
side  by  another,  much  larger,  pointed,  and  extending  forwards. 
The  three  false  molars  which  succeed  these  are  pointed, 
and  the  third  and  largest  shghtly  lobed.  The  three  true 
molars  are  composed  of  two  parallel  prisms,  terminated,  each 
by  tliree  points,  and  presenting  one  of  their  angles  on  the 
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outer  side,  and  one  of  their  faces  on  the  internal  surface  ;  the 
two  first  are  of  the  same  size ;  the  last  somewhat  smaller.* 

In  the  young  animals,  which  I  conjectured  to  be  under  a 
year  old,  I  have  found  the  two  small  thread-like  teeth  that 
are  placed  behind  the  incisors,  in  the  upper  jaw,  entirely 
wanting,  as  also  the  fourth  lateral  incisor  on  each  side,  leav- 
ing vacant  spaces  between  them  and  presenting  the  appearance 
ascribed  to  them  by  Cuvier  and  Desmarest.  The  latter  teeth 
are  first  supplied,  and  finally,  as  the  animal  becomes  fully 
matured,  the  two  first  also  make  their  appearance,  when  all 
the  edentate  spaces  between  the  molars  and  grinders  are  filled 
up. 

The  description,  not  only  of  the  teeth,  but  of  the  form  and 
habits  of  this  quadruped,  are  so  correctly  given  by  Godman, 
in  his  excellent  article  on  the  Shrew-mole,  (Vol.  I.  p.  81,) 
that  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  little  remains  to  be 
added.  My  descriptions,  from  specimens  now  before  me,  of 
an  animal  common  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  are 
only  given  in  this  place  to  enable  the  student  of  nature  con- 
veniently to  compare  it  with  other  species  which  will  be 
noticed  in  this  article. 

Form.  The  common  Shrew-mole  has  a  thick,  cylindrical 
body,  and  the  head,  at  the  first  ^ight,  seems  attached  to  the 
shoulders  without  an  intermediate  neck.  The  snout  is  naked, 
cartilaginous,  and  veiy  flexible,  extended  five  lines  beyond 
the  incisors.  The  under  surface  projects  a  little  beyond  the 
nostrils,  which  are  oblong,  and  open  on  the  upper  surface 
near  each  other.  The  mouth  is  large,  and  when  open,  re- 
sembles in  miniature,  that  of  the  hog.  The  eyes  are  a  mere 
speck,  concealed  by  the  fur,  and,  to  appearance,  covered  with 
an  integument.  There  is  no  external  ear,  but  a  small,  circu- 
lar aperture  exists,  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  behind  the 
eye. 

The  whole  of  the  fore-arm  is  concealed  by  the  skin,  and 
its  broad  palms  only  are  visible.  The  palms  are  large  and 
naked,  not  unlike  those  of  the  human  hand,  bordered  with 
stiff  hair.     The  nails  are  large,  nearly  convex  above,  and 

*  Godmin. 
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flattened  on  the  inner  surface.  The  hind  feet  are  compara- 
tively small,  naked  on  the  mider  surface,  and  nearly  so  above. 
The  nails  are  slender,  and  moderately  arched.  The  tail  is 
short,  round,  nearly  naked,  sparingly  sprinkled  ^vith  short 
hairs. 

Color.  The  nails  are  a  horn-color.  The  snout,  in  the 
living  animal,  is  of  a  light  flesh-color ;  chin,  feet,  and  tail, 
being  the  naked  portions  of  the  body,  are  nearly  white.  The 
hair,  which  is  about  five  Unes  in  length,  and  very  soft,  smooth 
and  lustrous,  is  for  three-fourths  of  its  length  dark  plumbeous, 
tipt  on  the  outer  surface  with  light  brown,  giving  the  whole 
animal,  above  and  beneath,  a  dark  brown  appearance,  varying 
under  diflferent  lights,  with  black,  silvery,  and  purple  re- 
flections. 

Dimensions,     Measurement  of  a  specimen  in  the  flesh. 

Length  from  snout  to  root  of  tail,     -  4  inches,  7  lines. 

do.      of  tail,  -  -  -  -  -       9 

Breadth  of  palm,       -  ...  6 

Length  of  do.  to  end  of  nail,     -  -  -      9 

Heel  to  extremity  of  nail,      ...  6 

Geographical  Distribution.  I  have  received  specimens  of 
this  animal  from  nearly  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  East  of 
the  Mississippi.  It  abounds  in  South  Carolina  and  Geoig^ 
and  is  common  in  the  Middle  States.  I  have  obtained  it  in 
Mississippi  and  Florida ;  it  exists  also  in  Canada  and  the 
New  England  States.  In  restoring  to  this  species  the  specific 
name  of  its  first  describer,  I  have  adhered  to  a  rule  which  it 
is  necessary  to  adopt  in  order  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
synonyms.  The  name  ^^  aquaticus,^^  certainly  does  not 
apply  to  the  habits  of  the  animal,  but  that  of  Canadensis,  in 
reference  to  its  locality,  is  equally  unfortunate,  as  it  is  far 
more  common  in  the  Southern  States  than  in  Canada.  I 
have  attached  the  name  of  the  original  describer  of  the  spe- 
cies, although  it  has  been  removed  to  another  genus ;  believ- 
ing that  the  first  describer  is  entitled  to  this  credit,  in  prefer- 
ence to  him  who  has  merely  placed  it  under  another  genus. 
Were  this  rule  adhered  to,  in  all  cases,  some  check  might  be 
put  on  the  art  of  system-making,  now  carried  to  such  an 
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extent,  that  the  rtudent  of  natural  history  finds  it  a  grievous 
evil. 


2.    ScALOPs  TowNSENDi.     Bach.     Townsend^s  ShreuMnole. 

Sealops  Canadensis  ;  RicnAKDson.    Fauna  BoreaU-Amsrieana.    p.  9. 
Sealops  Townsendi;  Bach.    Jour,  Jiead.  JWU.  Scien,  VIII.  p.  58. 

Characters.  Townseud's  Shrew-mole.  Larger  than  Sea- 
lops aqucUkus^  color  darker,  having  a  different  dental  arrange- 
ment. 

This  species,  first  described  by  Dr.  Richardson,  was  incor- 
rectly referred  to  the  common  Shrew-mole  of  the  United 
States  ;  but  its  size  and  dentition  are  sufficient  evidence  of  its 
being  a  new  and  distinct  species. 

A  specimen  of  this  quadruped  was  kindly  presented  to  me 
by  Mr.  Nuttall,  who  requested  that,  in  case  it  should  prove  a 
distinct  species,  it  might  be  given  under  the  above  name.  I 
subsequently  received  from  Mr.  Townsend  another  specimen, 
a  little  larger  in  size,  which  I  presume  to  be  a  mere  variety, 
although  very  singularly  marked. 

Dental  formula.  Incisors  J ;  False  mol.  if  ;  True  mo- 
lars 1=44. 

Length  of  the  head  and  body,  -  7  inches,  6  lines. 

Length  of  tail,  -  -  -  -       1  6 

Breadth  of  palm,      -  -  -  -  6 

The  body  of  the  specimen  received  from  Mr.  Nuttall,  is 
thick  and  cylindrical,  shaped  like  the  Shrew-mole  of  the 
United  States.  The  whole  upper  and  under  surface  is  of  a 
dark  color,  in  most  lights  appearing  black ;  the  hair,  when 
blown  aside,  exhibits  a  greyish  black  color,  from  the  roots  to 
near  the  tips.  The  tail  is  slightly  clothed  with  short,  strong 
bristles. 

The  specimen  brought  by  Mr.  Townsend,  is  thicker,  and 
about  an  inch  longer.  It  has  a  white  stripe,  about  two  lines 
wide,  commencing  under  the  chin  and  nmning  in  a  somewhat 
irregular  line,  along  the  under  surface  of  the  body  to  within 
an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  insertion  of  the  tail ;  there  is  also 
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a  white  streak  commencing  on  the  forehead  and  extending 
along  the  snout. 

The  specimen  of  Mr.  Townsend  is  labelled,  "  Banks  of  the 
Ck)lumbia  River,  May  9th,  1835  f  that  of  Mr.  Nuttall  was,  I 
believe,  obtained  in  the  same  locality. 

In  the  upper  jaw,  the  incisors  are  large,  and  a  third  higher 
than  the  false  molars  which  immediately  follow  them.  These 
are  succeeded  by  three  small  teeth  of  a  nearly  conical  shape, 
increasing  in  length  from  the  first  to  the  third.  The  fourth 
false  molar  on  each  side  is  the  smallest,  the  fifth  is  a  little 
larger  in  size,  and  slightly  compressed,  the  sixth  still  larger, 
and  has  a  considerable  posterior  projection.  The  four  poste- 
rior grinders,  or  true  molars,  are  much  larger  and  higher  than 
the  anterior  ones.  The  first  of  these  is  rather  small,  and  has 
two  lobes  with  a  small  internal  tubercle;  the  second  and 
third  are  the  largest,  and  nearly  resembling  each  other,  exhib^ 
iting  three  distinct  points,  two  external  and  posterior,  one 
anterior,  the  external  ones  being  the  longest )  the  last  grinder 
is  the  smallest  and  of  a  triangular  form. 

In  the  lower  jaw  are  two  very  small  incisors  in  front.  Next 
to  these  are  two  of  a  considerably  larger  size,  which,  although 
regarded  as  incisors,  are  nearly  of  the  same  shape  and  appear- 
ance as  those  which  come  next  to  them.  The  false  molars 
are  six  on  each  side,  of  nearly  the  same  size  and  inclining 
forward.  The  three  true  molars  which  succeed,  are  large, 
nearly  of  the  same  size,  and  although  smaller,  correspond 
with  those  in  the  upper  jaw. 


3.     ScALOPs  Breweki.  Bach.     Brewer^s  Shrew-mole. 

Characters.  Brewer's  Shrew-mole.  Glossy  cinereous 
black  above,  brownish  beneath.  Palms  narrow.  Tail  flat, 
broad  and  hairy. 

Through  the  attention  of  my  friend  Dr.  Brewer,  an  indus- 
trious and  intelligent  naturalist  of  Boston,  I  am  enabled  to 
present  a  new  and  very  distinctly  marked  species,  to  which  I 
have  attached  the  above  name.  The  specimen  was  found  by 
Dr.  L.  M.  Yale,  at  Martha's  Yiue^aid,  mv  \^\m\^  ou  \\\^  ^oiex 
pf  New  England. 
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Dental  formula.  Incisors  i ;  false  molars  H ;  true  mo- 
lars 1=44. 

The  skull  of  Sc.  Breweri  is  narrower  and  more  elongated 
than  that  of  the  Sc.  aquaticus.  The  cerebral  portion  of  the 
skull  is  less  voluminous  ;  the  inter-orbital  portion  is  narrower, 
each  of  the  intermaxillary  bones  in  Sc.  aquaticus^  throws  out 
a  process  which  projects  upwards  and  forms  the  upper  boun- 
dary of  the  nasal  cavity,  and  are  very  slightly  separated  by 
the  nasal  bones,  whilst  in  Sc.  Breweri,  these  processes  are 
shorter,  and  scarcely  project  upwards  above  the  plane  of  the 
nasal  bone.  Thus,  when  we  view  the  snout  of  the  Sc.  aqtiat- 
icus,  laterally,  it  is  distinctly  recurved  at  the  tip ;  whereas  in 
Sc.  Breweri  the  upper  surface  is  almost  plane.  But  the  most 
striking  difference  between  these  skulls  is  exhibited  in  the 
dentition,  inasmuch  as,  in  our  present  species,  there  are  alto- 
gether 44  teeth,  in  Sc.  (upiaticus  there  are  but  36.  Thus,  in 
the  number  of  teeth  Sc.  Breweri  resembles  Sc.  Tovmsendi. 

The  body  of  Brewer's  shrew-mole  is  perhaps  a  little  larger 
than  that  of  the  Sc.  aquaticiis.  Its  snout  is  less  flattened 
and  narrower ;  its  nostrils,  instead  of  being  inserted  in  a  kind 
of  bouton,  as  in  the  European  Talpa,  and  the  swine,  or  on 
the  upper  surface  of  the  muzzle  as  in  the  common  shrew- 
mole,  are  placed  on  each  side,  near  the  extremities  of  the 
nose.  This  species  is  pentadactylous,  like  all  the  rest  of  the 
genus.  Claws  longer,  thinner,  and  sharper  than  the  common 
shrew-mole.  Palm  much  narrower.  Its  most  striking  pecu- 
liarity however,  is  its  tail,  which,  instead  of  being  round  and 
nearly  naked,  like  that  of  the  Sc.  aquaticus,  is  flat  and  broad, 
resembling  in  some  respects  that  of  the  Beaver,  and  is  very 
thickly  clothed,  above  and  beneath,  with  long  stiff  hairs, 
which  extend  five  lines  beyond  the  vertebrsB. 

Color.  The  color,  above  and  beneath,  is  a  glossy  cinereous 
black,  like  velvet,  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  European 
mole  ( Talpa  Europcea)  with  which  I  have  compared  it.  Un- 
der the  throat  there  is  a  slight  tinge  of  brown,  the  tail  is  ashy 
brown  above  and  light  beneath.  The  fur  is  about  one-third 
longer  than  that  of  the  common  shrew-mole. 

6 
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Length  of  the  head  and  body,  -  5  inches  11  lines. 

Tail  vertebnc,     -  -  -  -  1 

Do.  including  fur,       -  -  -  1  5 

Breadth  of  tail,  ...  4 

Do.  of  palm,  ...  4 

Length  of  do.  to  end  of  middle  claw,       •  7 

In  the  Museum  of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London  there 
is  a  specimen,  obtained  from  the  United  States,  which  I  think 
is  the  same  species.  It  is  marked  in  the  printed  catalogue, 
No.  145  "  Sc.  Breweri,  Bachman's  MSS."  It  however  differs 
in  having  the  fur  more  compact  and  shorter,  the  color  some- 
what darker,  and  in  fact  almost  black.  The  hairs  of  the  tail, 
instead  of  being  of  a  brownish  ash  color,  are  black,  and  the 
hind  feet,  instead  of  being  covered  above  with  brownish 
white  hairs,  as  in  my  specimens,  are  brownish  black. 

Dimensions  of  the  skull  of  the  above  three  species. 

Length  of  Skulls.  Width  of  do.  Length  of  palate. 
S.  aquaiiais^   1  inch  4  lines               8  lines.  7  lines. 

S.  Townsendi.l    "    7 J  "  9^  "  8^ 

5.  BreweH,     1    "    3     "  7i  "  6J 


cc 


4.     ScALOPs  LATiMANus.    Bach.     Broad  palmed  ShrevMfnole. 

Characters.  Broad  palmed  Shrew-mole,  larger  than  the 
common  Shrew-mole,  intermediate  in  size  between  Sc,  77nm- 
sendi  and  Sc,  Breweri.  Hair  longer  and  thinner  than  in  either 
of  the  other  species,  and  slightly  curled.  Palms  larger  than 
in  any  of  the  known  species ;  color  nearly  black. 

In  the  rich  and  daily  increasing  collections  contained  in  the 
Berlin  Museum,  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  Europe,  especially 
in  the  Mexican  and  South  American  birds  and  animals,  I 
observed  two  specimens  of  an  undescribed  species  of  Scalops, 
obtained  from  some  part  of  Mexico,  which,  through  the  kind- 
ness and  liberality  of  Professor  Lichtenstein,  the  director  of 
the  Royal  Museum,  I  was  permitted  to  describe.  I  subse- 
quently received  a  similar  specimen  from  Texas,  near  the 
northern  boundary  line,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  exists  also  in 
Arkansas.  I  regret  that  I  had  no  opiX)rtunity  of  examining 
the  skulls  and  teeth  of  the  specimens  in  the  Berlin  Museumi 
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and  that,  in  the  specimen  from  Texas  the  skull  is  wanting. 
The  external  form,  however,  is  sufficient  to  establish  it  as  a 
distinct  species. 

In  shape  this  species  resembles  our  common  Shrew-mole ; 
it  is,  however,  much  stouter  and  lai^er,  appearing  nearly 
double  the  size.  Its  color  is  darker,  the  hair  is  longer  and 
coarser,  and  much  less  compact,  presenting  none  of  the  smooth, 
lustrous  appearance  of  the  Sc.  aquaticus.  Its  most  striking 
peculiarity,  however,  and  that  which  entitles  it  to  its  specific 
name,  is  its  very  broad  palm. 

Color.  Hairs,  from  the  roots,  dark  gray,  tipt  with  dark 
brown,  giving  it  a  blackish  appearance.  Teeth  large,  nearly 
double  the  size  of  Sc.  aquaticus.  Tail  naked,  as  in  the  for- 
mer species. 

Length  from  the  point  of  nose  to  root  of  tail,    7  inches  7  lines. 
Length  of  tail,  -  •  -  1     "       7 

Breadth  of  palm,  ...  10 

Tarsus,  .....  j 


Am.  IV.— on  the  occurrence  OP  THE  PHOSPHATE  OF 
URANIUM  IN  THE  TOURMALINE  LOCALITY  AT  CHES- 
TERFIELD.   Bt  J.  £.  Tescuemacheil 

In  breaking  up  for  examination  some  specimens  of  the 
green  and  red  Tourmaline,  from  the  well  known  Chesterfield 
locality,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  the  Microlite  of  Professor 
Shepard,  I  observed  a  few  minute,  yellow  crystalline  plates  of 
a  cubic  form ;  as  I  found  them  completely  soluble  in  nitric 
acid,  it  was  evident  they  could  not  be  the  mineral  described 
by  the  Professor. 

Possessing,  myself,  but  few  facilities  for  chemical  analysis, 
I  collected  together  sufficient  to  forward  to  Mr.  A.  A.  Hayes, 
of  Roxbury,  requesting  a  qualitative  analysis,  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  external  characters  agreed  entirely  with  those 
of  the  Salts  of  Uranium.  This  gentleman  kindly  sent  me 
the  following  reply : 


i 
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<<  The  mineral  is  one  of  the  Uranium  family,  as  you  suggest- 
ed, and  appears  to  contain  phosphoric  acid  and  oxide  of  Ura- 
nium, as  essential  constituents,  only.  In  nitric  acid  it  readily 
dissolves,  without  eflfervescence  ;  the  result  of  the  solution 
treated  with  ammonia,  gives  a  yellow  ammoniacal  salt  of  ura- 
nium. When  the  ammoniacal  salt  is  treated  with  carbonate 
of  ammonia  it  dissolves,  and  in  a  solution  of  muriate  of 
ammonia  can  be  precipitated  as  a  white  flocculent  matter,  re- 
sembling the  phosphate  of  uranium.  The  solution  in  nitric 
acid  gives  with  Perrocyanate  of  Potash  the  characteristic 
chesnut-brown  precipitate  of  Uranium  Salts." 

The  quantity  found  was  small ;  there  were  however  two  or 
three  well  defined  cubic  crystgJs,  from  two  to  three  lines 
diameter,  and  varying  in  color  from  straw-yellow  to  light 
green.  Some  crystals  exist  in  the  red  centre  of  the  Tourma- 
line, and  are  exposed  on  splitting  the  crystals  j  others  are  on 
the  quartz  and  on  the  Albite  forming  the  mass. 

Many,  of  these  Tourmalines  are  in  a  state  of  internal  disin- 
tegration ;  the  interior  is  then  often  found  in  a  fibrous  state. 
In  the  midst  of,  and  attached  to,  the  fibres,  I  have  found  sev- 
eral crystals  of  this  phosphate  of  uranium,  probably  existing 
there  originally,  and  not  sharing  in  the  decomposition  of  the 
surrounding  substances. 

I  am  not  aware  that  this  mineral  has  yet  been  noticed  from 
this  locality,  and  believe  it  to  be  hitherto  of  very  rare  occur- 
rence in  the  United  States. 

The  examination  of  these  Chesterfield  Tourmalines  is  ex- 
tremely interesting.  I  have  found  two  other  substances 
accompanying  them,  of  species  unknown  to  me,  and  difiering 
from  any  I  possess  ;  these  shall  be  examined  at  my  leisure. 

The  frequent  abandonment  of  the  study  of  Mineralogy  for 
that  of  the  more  imposing  science  of  Geology,  is  much  to  be 
regretted  ;  and  I  believe  when  the  former  shall  be  pursued 
with  the  peculiar  views  of  elucidating  the  processes  of  the 
formation  and  consolidation  of  rocks  of  various  raineralogical 
composition,  the  actions  by  which  crystalline  deposits,  inclu- 
ding those  in  cavities,  are  produced,  and  particularly  of  inves- 
tigating  the   changes,  re-combinations    and    metamorphoses 
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diflferent  minerals  undergo  from  the  commencement  and 
throughout  the  progress  of  internal  as  well  as  of  external  de- 
composition, that  much  unexpected  light  will  be  thrown  on 
several  of  the  great  problems  of  Geology. 

Boston^  m  Aprilj  1841. 


Art.  V^DESCRIPTIONS  OP  TWENTYFOUR  SPECIES  OP 
THE  SHELLS  OP  NEW  ENGLAND.  Bt  J.  W.  Mighels,  M.  D., 
of  Portland,  Me.,  and  Prof.  C.  B.  Adams,  of  Middkbaiy  College,  Vt. 
(Read  Nov.  17, 1841.) 

•We  regard  nineteen  of  the  recent^  and  the  two  fossil  spe- 
cies as  new.  The  other  three  species  we  have  discovered,  for 
the  first  time,  on  our  coast.  The  two  species  of  Cingula, 
viz.  C.  semicostata  and  C.  arendria,  are  probably  identical 
with  Turbo  semicostatus  amd  T.  arendrius,  of  Montagu  :  one 
species  of  Margarita,  probably  identical  with  M.  acuminata, 
Sowerby. 

Notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  advance  which  has  been 
made,  within  four  years,  in  the  Conchology  of  New  England, 
by  the  discovery  of  species  hitherto  unknown,  or  not  observed 
within  our  limits,  the  rich  treasures  of  Nature's  storehouse  are 
not  yet  entirely  exhausted.  The  stomachs  of  fishes,  to  which 
attention  was  first  directed  by  oar  honored  associate,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Couthouy,  have  been  fertile  sources  of  discovery.  With  the 
exception  of  Pleurotoma  violdcea,  all  the  following  recent  ma- 
rine species  have  been  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  Haddocks, 
(Morrhua  (BglefiniLs,  Lin.)  and  Codfishes,  {Morrhim  Atner- 
ioana,  Storer. )  In  addition  to  these,  a  rich  store  of  most  of 
the  species  described  by  Mr.  Couthouy  and  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould, 
and  until  very  recently  extremely  rare,  has  been  obtained 
from  the  same  sources. 

We  most  cheerfully  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  our 
esteemed  friend.  Dr.  Gould,  for  his  aid  in  identifying  most  of 
the  species,  and  to  several  gentlemen  who  have  aided  us  in 
our  explorations  ;  among  whom  we  would  particularly  notice 
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J.  Ray,  M.  D.,  formerly  of  Eastport,  now  superintendent  of 
the  Insane  Hospital  at  Augusta,  Me.,  and  Mr.  N.  T.  Tme, 
Preceptor  of  the  Academy  at  Monmouth,  Me. 

TURACIA  TRUNCATA. 

riate  IV.  Fig.  1. 

T.  teitA  panrft,  tolidA,  per-inequilaterali,  potticd  tinDcat^,  «t  ■tiiBt& :  callo 
njrmphali  producto. 

Shell  small,  white,  rather  solid,  abruptly  truncate  posteri- 
orly, very  inequilateral ;  surface  with  three  regions  ;  the  ante- 
rior region  separated  from  the  posterior  by  an  umbonial  angle, 
which  extends  fh)m  the  beak  to  the  lower  extremity,  marked 
with  numerous  minute  incremental  stride ;  posterior  region 
with  the  incremental  strise  distinct  and  very  much  crowded ; 
areolar  region  narrow,  with  regular  striae  of  growth ;  epider- 
mis thin,  of  a  pale  straw-color ;  beaks  small,  that  of  the  right 
side  moderately  excavated  for  the  reception  of  the  left ;  poste- 
rior dorsal  margin  straight,  descending  abruptly  to  an  angle 
with  the  anterior,  which  is  also  straight,  making  an  angle  with 
the  inferior,  which  is  moderately  curved:  anterior  margin 
regularly  rounded;  anterior  dorsal  margin  slightly  curved; 
ligament  rather  large  and  prominent ;  interior  of  a  clear 
white ;  nymphaeal  callosity  not  spoon-shaped,  produced  ;  pal- 
lial  impression  deeper  than  wide. 

Average  length,  ,76  inch  ;  height,  ,5  inch ;  width,  ,29  inch. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and 
C.  B.  Adams. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay,  Me.,  obtained  in  1840,  from  stom- 
achs of  haddock. 

Remark.  Although  this  shell  is  small,  its  solidity,  quite 
unusual  in  the  genus,  forbids  the  supposition  that  it  is  imma- 
ture. It  is  remarkably  distinct  from  other  species  in  the  dis- 
parity of  the  anterior  and  posterior  sides,  whose  length  are  as 
eight  to  three.  It  must  be  regarded  as  exceedingly  rare, 
three  or  four  years  exploration  having  developed  only  four  or 
five  specimens. 
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CYCLAS  MINOR. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  2. 

C.  tesiA,  minimi,  ovat^,  ineqailaterali ;  nadbus  tumidii,  approximatis ;  mar- 
giniboB  rotondatis ;  dantibua  omiibus  fortibai. 

SheU  very  small,  ovate,  inequilateral,  finely  striate,  shining, 
horn  color,  yellowish  towards  the  mai^in  ;  beaks  rather  prom- 
inent, moderately  tumid,  not  undulate,  approximate,  situated 
two-fifths  the  dists^ce  from  one  extremity  to  the  other  ;  mar- 
gins rounded,  both  the  cardinal  and  lateral  teeth  well  de- 
veloped. 

Length,  ,18  inch ;  height,  ,16  inch  ;  width,  ,11  inch. 

Habitat.  Pound  among  dead  leaves,  in  a  swamp,  in  Wey- 
bridge,  Vt.,  in  the  spring  of  1839.  Subsequently  it  has  been 
found  in  several  other  places  in  the  vicinity,  and  in  Portland, 
Me.  It  is  not  confined  to  the  water,  but  is  often  found  a  foot 
or  more  from  it,  burrowing  deep  in  the  mud,  and  under  stones. 
It  is  in  the  Cabinets  of  the  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  J»  W. 
Mighels,  and  C.  R  Adams. 

CYCLA8  NITIDA. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  3. 

C.  testA  aub-oyatA,  inequiiaterali ;  natibui  parvii,  baud  approiimatii ;  dentibui 
latoralibaa  fortibusycardinalibus  obsoletia. 

Shell  sub-ovate,  inequilateral,  finely  striate,  shining,  horn 
color,  yellowish  towards  the  margin,  often  blueish  on  the 
umbones;  beaks  small,  rather  prominent,  not  undulate,  not 
approximate,  situated  about  two-fifths  of  the  distance  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other ;  inferior  margin  well  rounded,  the 
other  margins  moderately  rounded ;  cardinal  teeth  obsolete, 
lateral  teeth  well  developed. 

Length,  ,3  inch ;  height,  ,24  inch  ;  width,  ,2  inch. 

Habitat.  We  obtained  a  few  specimens  of  this  species  at 
Norway,  Oxford  Ck).,  Me.,  in  the  summer  of  1840.  It  is  very 
rare.  It  is  in  the  Cabinets  of  the  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  J.  W. 
Mighels,  and  C.  B.  Adams. 

Remarks.     The  embryo  shell  is  elliptical,  obliquely  striatCi 
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comiHressed  ;  is  ,06  inch  long,  ,05  inch  high,  and  ,025  inch 
wide.  It  resembles  C.  minor ^  Nob.,  but  the  beaks  in  these 
shells  are  approximate  and  proportionally  larger ;  this  species 
differs  also  in  having  the  cardinal  teeth  obsolete  both  in  the 
young  and  mature  shell,  and  it  is  much  larger. 

NUCULA  DELPHINODOWTA. 
Plate  IV.  Fig.  5. 

N.  tegtd  pirf&,  loIidA,  trigonA,  traniYen^  sub-sulcat^  ;  angalis  umbooalibof 
duobuv;  natibat  prominentibus,  lub^termioalibus ;  dentibui  aoticia  tribat,  poa- 
tlcia  aeptem,  eleyatit,  eonicia,  acutia. 

Shell  small,  solid,  very  wide,  oblique,  triangular,  trans- 
versely ribbed  and  striate  irregularly ;  anterior  margin  nearly 
straight  above,  curved  below,  inferior  margin  well  rounded, 
posterior  moderately  curved,  making  a  right  angle  with  the 
anterior ;  surface  divided  into  three  regions  by  the  umbonial 
angles  which  diverge  from  the  beaks ;  these  are  prominent, 
nearly  terminal,  often  eroded  ;  epidermis  green  ;  seven  poste- 
rior and  three  anterior  teeth,  which  are  very  long,  slender  and 
pointed. 

Average  length,  ,13  inch ;  height,  ,11  inch  ;  width,  ,09 
inch. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C.  B. 
Adams. 

Habitat,  Casco  Bay.  Several  hundred  specimens  were 
taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  single  haddock,  in  the  spring  of 
1841.  At  several  times  subsequently  we  have  obtained  them 
from  the  same  source,  sparingly. 

Remarks.  This  species  is  allied  to  N.  proxima,  Say,  and 
N.  tenuis,  Turton,  but  is  distinct  from  both  in  the  number 
and  arrangement  of  the  teeth  ;  also  in  respect  to  form,  ante- 
rior and  posterior  umbonial  angles,  and  in  its  greater  width. 

NUCULA  CASCOENSIS. 
Plate  IV.  Fig.  6. 

N.  teatd  evato-lanceolat^,  ■ub-inequilaterali,  compressd ;  postic6  attenuata; 
areola  yald6  com preua;  natibug  parvis ;  dentibui  aoticis  decern,  posticis  duo- 
decim,  parvis. 

Shell  ovate-lanceolate,  rather  thin,  finely  striate,  slightly 
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inequilateral ;  anterior  half  regularly  semi-oval ;  posterior  half 
tapering  nearly  to  a  point,  with  an  areola  well  defined,  sharply 
compressed,  with  a  slight  wave  below  the  areola ;  epidermis 
greenish  straw-color ;  beaks  small,  nearly  central ;  within 
pearly-white  ;  teeth  small,  ten  anterior,  and  ten  or  twelve  pos- 
terior, including  some  very  minute  ones  near  the  beaks. 

Length,  ,6  inch  ;  height,  ,35  inch ;  width,  ,09  inch. 

Cabi7iets  of  G.  B.  Sowerby,  Esq.,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C.  B. 
Adams. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay.  A  single  specimen  was  found  in 
the  stomach  of  a  haddock  in  the  spring  of  1840.  Subse- 
quently we  have  found  a  single  specimen  of  the  above  dimen- 
sions, and  four  or  five  very  small  ones. 

Remarks.  This  species  is  allied  to  N.  limatulaj  Say,  and 
N.  myalis,  bouth.,  but  is  easily  distinguished  from  both  by 
the  number  of  the  teeth,  the  beaks  being  nearer  the  posterior 
extremity,  and  being  much  more  compressed  than  either.  It 
more  nearly  resembles  the  latter,  but  is  uniformly  lighter 
colored. 

PECTEN  TENUICOSTATUS. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  7. 

P.  teilA  panrft,  tCDai,  lub-inequifalTi ;  valva  tuperiore  plerumque  rubro-fuacA, 
tenuicoatatft,  costii  majoribot  25  utqua  ad  30,  totidem  minoribai ;  auriboa  coa* 
tulatis;  valvA  inferiore  pallid^  rubro-fuscA  ;  eztos  et  iotus  Infi. 

Shell  small,  sub-orbicular,  higher  than  long,  thin,  equilat- 
eral, sub-equivalve,  upper  valve  a  little  more  convex ;  with 
twentyfive  to  thirty  slender  ribs  and  smaller  ones  interme* 
diate  ;  for  the  most  part  reddish-brown ;  inferior  valve  smooth, 
paler  than  the  upper  ;  ears  slightly  unequal,  those  of  the  upper 
valve  deUcately  ribbed,  of  the  other  smooth ;  color  internally 
the  same  as  externally ;  inner  surface  of  the  lower  valve 
smooth,  that  of  the  upper  grooved. 

Length,  ,5  inch  j  height,  ,56  inch ;  width,  ,14  inch. 

Cabinets  of  Mons.  Largillier,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C.  B. 
Adams. 

Habitat,  Casco  Bay,  taken  from  stomachs  of  haddock  in 
the  summer  of  1840.    We  have  found  but  four  specimens. 

I 
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Rkmabxs.  This  is  unquestionably  a  very  rare  species.  It 
does  not  appear  to  be  very  nearly  allied  to  any  of  the  other 
species  found  on  our  coast.  Further  research  will  be  neces- 
sary to  determine  whether  or  not  the  specimens  already  found 
are  mature.  Like  most  of  the  Pectens,  this  shell  varies  very 
much  in  coloring. 

CHITON  MENDICARIUS. 
Plate  IV.  Fig.  8. 

C.  teftA  •longatft,  in  medio  longitodinaliter  ad  latai  irregularictr  gtanolatii 
oioereA,  nabeculatft ;  ania-piniiD  eoDipicuii ;  inargine  coriaceo,  rabro, 

iS^A^// cinereous,  with  dark  clouds,  long-oval  with  obtuse 
dorsal  ridges,  surface  with  elevated  dots  or  granules  disposed 
in  longitudinal  lines,  except  towards  the  margin,  where  they 
are  irregular  and  larger  ;  no  visible  concentric  striae ;  triangu** 
lar  areas  very  indistinct,  outer  ones  small ;  margin  coriaceouS| 
red. 

Length,  1  inch ;  breadth,  ,4  inch  ;  width  of  margin,  ,06 
inch. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay.  This  very  distinct  species  was 
taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  haddock  in  June,  1841.  Only  a 
single  specimen  has  been  found,  which  is  in  the  cabinet  of 
J.  W.  Mighels. 

CEMORIA  PRINCEPS. 
Plau  IV.  Fig.  9. 

C.  teatA  albA,  prooerft,  coatnlatft,  piinctulat& ;  rimA  intai  in  canalem  product^, 
forniee  obtectai ;  fbraice  lataraliter  teita  alii  adjuneto;  apertoiA  ovatA,  cren- 
ulatft. 

Shell  clear  white,  elevated,  conical,  with  twentyfive  to 
thirty  slight,  obtuse  ribs,  and  intervening  small  ones,  the 
dividing  striae  minutely  punctured;  summit  decumbent,  with 
a  single  minute  whorl ;  apex  visible  on  the  right  side  ;  an- 
terior slope  rectilinear,  posterior  slope  sub-rectilinear ;  from 
the  rima  within,  a  narrow  groove  with  callous  sides  proceeds 
anteriorly,  covered  in  part  by  a  flattened  arch,  which  arises 
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from  the  summit  of  the  rima,  and  is  strengthened  above  by  a 
plate  imiting  it  with  the  sides  of  the  shell;  aperture  ovate, 
slightly  crenate. 

Length;  ,46  inch ;  width,  ,33  inch ;  height,  ,36  inch. 

Cabinets  of  G.  B.  Sowerby,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C.  B. 
Adams. 

Habitat  This  shell  was  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  had- 
dock, by  Mr.  Newbegin,  a  fisherman,  in  July,  1840,  seventy- 
five  to  one  hundred  miles  olST  the  mouth  of  Kennebec  river, 
on  fishing  ground  called  by  the  fishermen  '<  Manheffan  Palls.^^ 
The  water  at  that  place  is  from  forty  to  seventyfive  fathoms 
in  depth. 

Remarks.  This  very  singular  and  truly  splendid  species 
resembles  C.  Noachina,  Lin.,  but  differs  from  that  shell  in  the 
following  characters  ;  in  C.  Noachina  the  ribs  are  more  eleva- 
ted, the  corresponding  interior  sulci  are  much  more  obvious  ; 
posterior  slope  much  and  regularly  curved,  shell  smaller,  pro- 
portionately longer,  not  so  high,  interior  arch  without  wings. 
Only  four  specimens  have  been  found. 

BULLA  PUNCTOSTRIATA. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  10. 

B.  testiL  albA,  soIidA,  eUganter  striatft ;  ttriii  crebrui  ioeqaidiatantibiia,  pane- 
tatia ;  apirft  ocoultft ;  apertarft  magnft. 

Shell  white,  rather  solid,  ovate,  with  crowded,  inequidistant, 
distinctly  punctate  striae  ;  spire  concealed  ;  aperture  very 
large,  contracted  at  the  upper  third  by  the  intrusion  of  the 
body  whorl ;  labrum  rising  above  the  apex,  very  sharp  and 
regularly  arcuate ;  labium  with  a  very  thin  lamina  extending 
to  the  apex. 

Length,  ,38  inch  ;  breadth,  ,24  inch. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay ;  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  had- 
dock, in  the  summer  of  1841. 

Remarks.  This  remarkable  and  truly  beautifrd  sheU,  re- 
sembles an  enlarged  specimen  of  B.  UneokUaj  Couth.,  to 
which  it  is  allied ;  but  it  is  easily  distinguished  by  its  larger 
size,  by  the  elevation  of  the  labrum  above  the  apex,  and  above 
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all,  by  the  punctate  striae.     Only  a  single  specimen  has  been 
found.     It  is  in  the  cabinet  of  J.  W.  Mighels, 

PHYSA  FRAGILIS. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  12. 

P.  tef tA  tenuiMiroA,  obHqud  ovatA  ;  ipirftbreyi;  anfractibos  qoatitor;   aper* 
tarft  luboTEta,  repandA ;  labio  tomido,  laminA  obtecto. 

Shell  very  thin  and  fragile,  translucent,  horn-color,  obliquely 
ovate ;  whorls  four ;  last  whorl  canipanulate ;  suture  deeply 
impressed  at  the  enlargement  of  the  last  whorl ;  spire  usually 
less  than  one,  sometimes  only  one-fourth  part  of  the  length 
of  the  shell ;  labrnm  very  thin,  advanced  ;  labium  tumid 
with  a  thin,  loosely  adherent  lamina. 

Length,  ,65  inch ;  greatest  breadth,  ,4  inch ;  divergence,  90 
degrees. 

Animal  of  a  very  obscure,  light  green  color  ;  whole  surface 
of  the  body  covered  with  oblong  dark  spots ;  foot  shorter  than 
the  shell,  lanceolate  ;  tentacles  nearly  white,  rather  long,  very 
slender ;  mouth  blood-red.  Its  motions  are  exceedingly  rapid  ; 
very  timid,  withdrawing  itself  oh  the  least  alarm.  It  is  very 
tenacious  of  life,  at  least  it  is  not  easily  starved.  Three  spe^ 
cimens  are  now  before  us  in  a  tumbler  of  water,  November 
lOth,  where  fhey  have  remained  since  the  first  of  July.  The 
water  has  not  been  changed  more  than  half  a  dozen  times, 
yet  they  are  as  brisk  as  when  first  taken ;  and,  moreover,  they 
have  grown  at  least  one  quarter ;  exuviae  white,  abundant, 
vermicular. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Amherst  and  Middlebury 
Ck)lleges,  Mons.  Largillier,  S.  S.  Haldeman,  J.  W.  Mighels, 
and  C.  B.  Adams. 

Habitat  Monmouth,  Maine ;  discovered  in  a  mill-pond 
after  the  water  was  drawn  oflF,  by  Mr.  N.  T.  True,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  specimens. 

Remarks.  This  species  is  distinguished  from  P.  heterds^ 
tropha  by  the  campanulate  aperture,  which  is  constant,  shorter 
spire,  tumid  labium,  and  by  its  remarkable  tenuity. 
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LIMNifiA  DECOLLATA. 

Plata  IV.  Fig.  13.  13,  a,  b,  c. 

L.  teat^  TentricoiA  ',  anfractibus  duobm  val  tribtia,  ultimo  magoo;  ipiriL  breyit 
UMula,  ploramqoe  decollate;  tuturft  impresia;  apertarft  mazimA,  sub-campa- 
nolatA ;  labro  porreeto ;  oolumelU  yalidd  plicata. 

Shell  very  ventricose,  rather  thick,  sub-ovate,  or  sub-rotund, 
in  outline  an  irregular  rhomboid  ;  epidermis  of  an  olivaceous 
green  color,  rather  thin,  deciduous ;  whorls  two  to  three  j 
spire  very  short,  generally  decollated ;  whole  surface  gener- 
ally rather  rough ;  strise  of  growth  coarse  and  fine  alter- 
nately ,•  transverse  striae  on  the  body  whorl  sparse,  interrupted, 
sometimes  obsolete  ;  body  whorl  composes  almost  the  whole 
shelJ ;  aperture  very  large,  sub-campanulate ;  its  length  is 
very  little  greater  than  the  breadth,  and  occupies  more  than 
two-thirds  the  length  of  the  shell ;  labrum  rather  thin,  sim- 
ple ;  fold  of  the  columella  very  prominent. 

Length,  ,6  inch  ;  breadth,  ,5  inch ;  height,  ,4  inch. 

Animal  dingy  mouse-color,'  with  a  slight  tinge  of  purple, 
covered  with  numerous,  microscopic,  elongated,  white  spots, 
on  every  visible  part  of  the  surface,  including  the  mouth  and 
tentacula  ;  foot  of  a  chocolate-color,  rather  broad,  length  rather 
greater  than  the  aperture  ;  habits  sluggish. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Dr.  Gould,  S.  S.  Halde- 
man,  J.  G.  Anthony,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C.  B.  Adams. 

Habitat  Unity,  Me.,  discovered  by  Dr.  Milliken  of  that 
town,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  specimens. 

Remarks.  This  odd,  but  interesting  shell,  is  easily  recog-^ 
nized  by  its  rhomboidal  aspect,  wide  aperture,  decollated  spire 
and  rather  rough  and  distorted  appearance.  It  is  allied  to 
L.  catascopium,  Say,  but  is  distinct  from  that  shell  by  having 
less  whorls  by  two,  and  a  much  shorter  spire  ;  by  being  wider, 
and  its  divergence  greater  by  more  than  thirty  degrees.  By 
some  it  has  been  supposed  to  be  identical  with  L.  emarginata, 
Say.  This  is  impossible.  L.  emarginata  is  much  more  cy- 
lindrical, the  divergence  of  its  spire  is  scarcely  half  as  great 
as  that  of  our  shell,  it  is  much  thinner,  and  has  at  least  two 
more  volutions.  Our  shell  is  also  destitute  of  the  "deep 
emargination"  which  distinguishes  L.  emarginata. 
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MARGARITA  VARICOSA. 
Plate  IV.  Fig.  14. 

M.  tettft  panrAt  t«niii,  eonicft ;  anfinetilmi  quatuor,  oonvezii ;  longitodinaKtwr 
ccNrtnlatia,  tranireni  itriatia ;  aatatk  Mib-canalicQlatA }  umbilico  magoo,  profando. 

Shell  small,  thin,  low,  conical,  of  a  dingy  white  or  drab 
color ;  whorls  four,  convex,  covered  with  numerous  longitu- 
dinal, oblique  ribs,  intersected  by  a  great  nmnber  of  trans- 
verse, revolving  strise,  which  are  most  conspicuous  on  the 
lower  part  and  base  of  the  lower  whorl.  The  strias  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  whorls  can  only  be  seen  with  a  magnifier. 
Suture  distinct,  sub-canaliculate  ;  umbilicus  rather  large  and 
deep,  bounded  by  two  rather  rugged  varices,  intersected  by 
the  ribs  which  are  continued  to  the  verge  of  the  umbilicus ; 
aperture  circular ;  labrum  simple,  sharp ;  within  perlaceous. 

Height,  ,25  inch ;  diameter  of  base  equal  to  the  height ; 
divergence,  90  degrees. 

HafntaL  Bay  Chaleur ;  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  cod^ 
fish,  (Morrhua  Americana,  Storer,)  in  the  summer  of  1841, 
by  our  fisherman,  Mr.  Foster. 

Remarks.  Only  a  single  specimen  of  the  above  dimen- 
sions has  been  obtained,  and  one  other,  much  smaller  and 
somewhat  worn.  It  is  easily  distinguished  from  all  its  con- 
geners by  the  longitudinal,  oblique  ribs,  and  the  two  varices 
at  the  base.     It  is  in  the  cabinet  of  J.  W.  Mighels. 

MARGARITA  ACUMINATA. 

Plate  iV.  Fig.  15. 

M.  iestii  parr&y  orbieiilari,  ienoi,  albieante ;  [apiiA  aeaiBXiiat& ;  anfraetibua 
ipiatuor,  rotandatu,  laBTibos ;  flaiari  vald^  impTe«& ;  aperturi  orbicularis  intua 
iridesceote ;  vmbilieo  parro. 

Shell  smaU,  orbicular,  sub-conical,  thin,  of  a  grayish  white 
or  russet-color ;  spire  acuminate ;  whorls  four,  well  rounded, 
smooth,  covered  with  a  thin,  semi-transparent  epidermis; 
striae  of  growth  very  fine  and  compact ;  suture  well  impressed ; 
aperture  orbicular,  considerably  oblique,  beautifiilly  iridescent 
within  ;  operculum  hcMrny,  sfxral. 
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Height)  ,25  inch;  diameter,  ^26  inch;  divergence,  80 
degrees. 

HabiM.  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence  ;  taken  fiom  the  stomach 
of  a  cod-fish,  by  Mr.  Foster,  in  the  summer  of  1841.  Only 
a  single  specimen  was  found,  which  is  in  the  cabinet  of  J.  W; 
Bfighels. 

Remarks.  Identical  with  a  species  described  by  Mr.  Sow- 
erby.  Conch.  lUustr.,  fig.  7,  under  the  above  name.  Although 
Mr.  Sowerby's  figure  agrees  well  with  our  shell,  his  de- 
scription does  not  so  in  all  respects.  For  instance,  "  anfirac- 
tibus  quinque."  Our  shell  has  but  four  turns.  Again, 
"Long.  0,66,  lat.  0,6  poll."  Thus  we  see  that  Mr.  Sow^ 
erby's  shell  is  not  only  twice  as  large  as  our  specimen,  but 
proportionally  higher.  The  breadth  of  our  shell  in  its 
longest  basal  diameter  is  greater  than  the  height.  But  as 
We  have  only  a  single  specimen,  we  prefer  to  publish  it 
with  the  assumption  that  it  is  identical  with  M.  acwmnafa^ 
rather  than  produce  confusion  by  hazarding  a  new  name  for 
km  old  shelli 

f  ROCttUS  OCCIDENT ALIS. 

PI.  IV.  Fig.  16. 

It.  teitA,  pallidA,  imperforaU,  anfraetibai  leptem,  eoDTexii;  ciUrinifl  pallidd 
tutcit  \  infrft  Isvi ;  tntiirft  impretift  \  columella  caIIoa&. 

Shell  rather  small,  somewhat  solid,  sub-translucent,  pale 
horn-color,  with  light  brown  revolving  carinae,  of  which 
there  are  three  on  the  upper  whorls,  and  four  to  six  on  the 
lower  one ;  whorls  seven,  convex ;  suture  distinct ;  spire 
three-fifths  of  the  length  of  the  shell ;  apex  acute  ;  last  whorl 
with  a  smooth  space  between  the  Carinas  and  two  or  three 
course  revolving  strias  around  the  umbilical  region  ;  aperture 
moderately  depressed,  transversely  ovate ;  labrum  crenulated 
by  the  carinsB  ;  columella  callous  ;  umbilical  region  indented. 

Height  ,6  inch ;  greatest  basal  diameter  ,43  inch  ,*  diver- 
gence 60  degrees. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  G.  B.  Sowerby,  Mons. 
Laj^illier,  J.  W.  Mighels  and  C.  B.  Adams. 
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Habitat.  Casco  Bay ;  taken  from  stomachs  of  haddock,  in 
the  summer  of  1840,  and  subsequently. 

Remabkis.  This  is  the  only  species  of  true  Trochus  that 
has  ever  been  discovered  on  this  Atlantic  coast.  It  is  not 
nearly  allied  to  any  species  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
unless  we  regard  Turbo  {Margarita)  cinereuSj  Couth.  —  TVo- 
ehus  costalisj  Loven,  as  a  true  Trochus.  A  careless  observer 
would  be  likely  to  confound  them ;  but  besides  several  other 
essential  points  of  difference,  oiu*  shell  is  easily  distinguished 
from  all  the  known  species  of  Margarita,  by  the  absence  of 
an  umbilicus. 

CINGULA  LATIOR. 

PUte  IV.  Fig.  22. 

C.  testft  miDimA,  OYato-conic&,  Iieyi,  pallidil ;  anfractibui  quatuor,  c«nTexia ; 
■atari  impireia& ;  ipirft  qukm  aperturft  longiore  ;  aofraotu  postremo  magoo  ;  ap- 
^rtuiA  8ab-ovat& ;  operculo  corneu. 

Shell  minute,  ovate-conic,  smooth,  pale  horn-color  ;  whorls 
more  than  four,  convex  ;  suture  much  impressed ;  spire  three- 
fifths  of  the  length  of  the  shell ;  last  whorl  broad,  larger  than 
the  rest  of  the  shell  ;  aperture  ovate-orbicular,  left  margin 
with  a  lamina  ;  operculiim  homy. 

Length  ,08  inch  ;  breadth  ,05  inch ;  divergence  60  degrees^ 

Habitat,  Casco  Bay  ;  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  haddock 
in  the  spring  of  1841. 

It  is  in  the  cabinet  of  J*  W.  Mighels. 

Remarks.  This  species  has  a  slight  resemblance  to  C. 
minuta,  Totten,  in  the  absence  of  sculpture  ;  but  the  spire  is 
shorter,  more  pointed,  and  its  divergence  is  much  greater, 
giving  a  very  different  form  to  the  shell.  It  is,  moreover,  a 
much  smaller  shell.  It  appears  also  to  be  allied  to  Turbo 
reticuldtu^,  Montagu,  but  is  distinct  from  that  species  in  not 
having  as  many  turns  by  one  and  a  half,*  it  differs,  also,  in 
not  being  '<  strongly  striate,  both  longitudinally  and  trans- 
versely," and  in  not  having  the  "  aperture  thickened  by  a  rib." 
It  has  been  found  very  rarely,  usually  in  company  with  0. 
semicostatus  and  C.  arenarius,  Mont. 
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CIN6ULA  ARENARIA. 

Plate  iV.  Fig.  24. 

C.  test&  m'mimA,  sub-cjlindraceA,  itriatuld,  lubplicatft ;  spirA.  tonicA,  elon- 
gate;  anfractibui  sex,  conTftxis ;  lutarft  impresai  ;  aperturft  aub-orbiculari,  dim- 
idium  apirsB  equante  ;  opercalo  corDeo. 

Sjm.  Turbo  arenarius,  Montagu. 

Shell  minute,  white,  sub-cylindrical,  sub-plicate  longitudi- 
nally, and  minutely  striate  transversely  ;  spire  elongated,  coni- 
cal ,*  whorls  six,  convex ;  suture  impressed ;  aperture  sub- 
orbicular,  half  the  length  of  the  spire ;  operculum  homy. 

Length  ,10  inch  ;  breadth  ,05  inch ;  divergence  30®. 

Habitat  Casco  Bay,  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  haddock 
in  the  summer  of  1841. 

But  few  specimens,  have  been  found,  which  are  in  the  Cab- 
inet of  J.  W.  Mighels. 

CINGULA  SEMICOSTATA. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  23. 

C.  ieutk  minimi,  ovatA  ;  anfractibui  quinque,  convexii,  iofrA  carinatii,  Buprk 
pUcatii ;  apirA  conicA ;  auturi  vald^  impresaA ;  aperturA  aaborbiculari ;  operculo 
comeo. 

Sjm.  Turbo  semicostatus  7  Montagu. 

Shell  very  small,  ovate-conical,  of  a  ferruginous  red  color, 
very  thin ;  whorls  for  the  most  part  five,  convex ;  with  longi- 
tudinal ribs  on  the  upper  half,  and  revolving  impressed  striae 
on  the  lower  half;  last  whorl  carinate ;  spire  conical,  obtuse  ; 
suture  well  impressed  ;  aperture  nearly  orbicular  ;  labrum  thin, 
sharp ;  labium  smooth ;  operculum  homy. 

Length  ,11  inch  ;  breadth  ,7  inch  ;  divergence  46^. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Dr.  Gould,  Mons.  Lar- 
gillier,  J.  G.  Anthony,  and  our  own. 

Habitat,  Casco  Bay  ;  taken  from  stomachs  of  haddock  in 
the  summer  of  1841. 

Remarks.  We  offer  this  with  some  hesitation,  as  identical 
with  T.  semi-costatus,  Mont.  If  it  should  finally  prove  to  be 
distinct,  we  would  propose  to  call  it  Citigula  carinata, 
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TURRITELLA  COSTULATA. 

Plate  IV.  Tig.  20. 

T.  testft  albidi  ;  transTera^  subtilissinie  itriaiA ;  anftttctibiu  decern  ;  nperiori- 
buf  lob-plieetis ;  daobot  ultiinis  lob-lcTibiia,  ultimo  eub-cartoato ;  apertarA  wb- 
Of  atA,  anterios  product^. 

Shell  whitish,  translucent ;  whorls  nine  or  ten,  nearly  flat, 
or  very  slightly  convex ;  suture  well  impressed ;  last  two 
whorls  nearly  smooth  ;  the  others  longitudinally  plicate,  with 
microscopic  transverse  striae  ;  last  whorl  sub-carinate  ;  aper- 
ture rather  less  than  one-fourth  the  leneth  of  the  shell,  sub- 
ovate,  produced  anteriorly. 

Length  ,7  inch  ;  breadth  ,23  inch ;  divergence,  22!°. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay ;  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  had- 
dock in  the  summer  of  1841. 

Remarks.  Although  only  a  single  specimen  has  been  ob- 
tained, its  characteristics  are  so  obvious  that  we  have  not 
hesitated  to  describe  it.  It  has  no  analogue  on  our  coast,  to 
our  knowledge  ;  it,  however,  resembles  a  very  much  enlarged 
T.  interruptaf  Totten.     It  is  in  the  cabinet  of  J,  W.  Mighels. 

TURRITELLA  RETICULATA. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  19. 

T.  teeti  tnrrito-eubalali ;  anfractibos  daodecim,  con? exia,  loogitodinaliter  pli- 
CMUBf  traiiaTeriini  etriatia;  lutarft  Taldc  impreaad  ;  apertura  8utM>rbicuIari. 

Shell  turreted,  very  slender,  of  a  dingy  white  or  ash  color ; 
whorls  eleven  to  twelve,  convex,  distinctly,  though  somewhat 
irregularly  pJicate  longitudinally,  with  from  three  to  five  del- 
icate, impressed,  revolving  striae  on  the  five  lower  whorls  ; 
from  and  above  the  fifth  whorl  the  transverse  strise  gradually 
diminish  in  number,  until  they  wholly  disappear  on  the  upper 
two  or  three  whorls.  The  whole  surface  of  the  shell  has  a 
reticulated  appearance.  Suture  well  impressed  ;  aperture  sub- 
orbicular  :  labrum  thin  ;  operculum  homy. 

Length  ,7  inch  ;  breadth  ,2  inch  ;  divergence  20^. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Dr.  Gould,  J.  W.  Mighels, 
and  C.  B.  Adams. 
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Habitat.  Bay  Chaleur,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence; 
taken  from  the  stomachs  of  cod  fishes  {Morrhua  Americana^ 
Storer,)  by  Mr.  Foster,  fisherman,  in  the  summer  of  1841,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  specimens. 

Remarks.  Ttiis  species  is  alUed  to  T.  erosa,  Couth.,  but  is 
easily  recognized  by  the  longitudinal  ribs,  and  by  its  more 
slender  form. 

PLEUROTOMA  VIOLACEA. 

Plate  IV.  Fig.  21. 

P.  testA  atro-purpureA,  longitudinaliter  iub-plicat&,  transyera^  itriatA  ;  aDfrac- 
tibui  sex,  ultimo  luprii  carinato,  pHcis  in  medio  evanescentibusi  allerii  medio 
carioatis ;  spirsL  acutA ;  aperture  angastatA ;  caudA  brevl. 

Shell  small,  of  a  blackish  purple  color,  ovate,  with  a  pale 
brown  epidermis,  irregularly  sub-plicate,  with  numerous  faint 
revolving  striae  decussating  by  the  incremental  striae  ;  whorls 
six ;  whorls  of  the  spire  carinate  in  the  middle ;  last  whorl 
shouldered  by  a  continuation  of  the  same  carina,  with  the 
plications  terminating  on  its  convexity ;  spire  acute,  conic ; 
suture  distinct ;  aperture  narrow,  rather  less  than  half  the 
length  of  the  shell ;  labrum  simple,  sharp,  regularly  curved, 
with  the  sinus  at  the  extremity ;  canal  short,  wide. 

Length  ,3  inch;  breadth  ,15  inch;  divergence  40^. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  G.  B.  Sowerby,  J.  W. 
Mighels,  and  C.  B.  Adams. 

Habitat,  Casco  Bay  ;  found  without  the  animal,  at  low- 
water  mark,  in  the  summer  of  1840,  and  subsequently  in  the 
stomachs  of  haddock. 

Remarks.  This  species  is  remotely  allied  to  P.  decussata, 
Couth. ;  our  shell,  however,  is  always  longer,  aperture  narrower, 
and  the  sculpture  less  regular  and  distinct ;  but  it  is  especially 
characterized  by  having  the  spiral  carina  far  below  the  suture. 

FASCIOLARIA  LI  GAT  A. 

PI.  IV.    Fig.   17. 

F.teitA  eloDgfttft,  faiiformi,cra8s&,  rubro-fusc&jtransvenim  ooetalatft  ',  anfrac- 
tiboi  lez,  convezii :  8pir&  acuminata  ',  luturi  valdd  impress^  ;  apertuF&  ovato- 
eieogat^ ;  labro  crenato :  colamelU  plicis  duabua. 

Shell  elongated,  fusiform,  rather  thick,  of  a  reddish-brown 
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color,  when  fresh,  covered  with  a  thin  and  ahnost  perfectly 
transparent  epidermis ;  whorb  six,  well  rounded,  and  covered 
with  six  or  seven  equidistant,  revolving,  thread4ike  ribs,  with 
grooves  alternating ;  suture  well  impressed ;  spire  regularly 
tapering,  pointed ;  aperture  oblong-oval,  polished ;  within  of 
a  bright  reddish-brown  color ;  canal  rather  narrow,  nearly 
straight ;  labrum  rather  thin,  crcnulated  by  the  ribs  and 
grooves  ;  columella  arcuated  above  the  middle ;  two  distinct, 
oblique,  delicate  folds  above  the  commencement  of  the  canal. 

Length  ,7  inch ;  breadth  ,3  inch  ;  divergence  46^. 

Cabinets  of  Dr.  Gould,  J.  G.  Anthony,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and 
C.  B.  Adams. 

Habitat  Mingan,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  taken 
from  the  stomachs  of  cod-fishes,  by  Mr.  Foster,  fisherman,  in 
the  summer  of  1841. 

Remarks.  This  remarkable  and  truly  beautiful  shell  is  not 
very  nearly  allied  to  any  species  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
unless  it  be  to  that  of  F.  fusiformis,  Valenc,  from  New  Hol- 
land. That  species,  however,  is  much  larger  than  our  shell, 
is  much  less  regularly  and  strongly  ribbed,  and  has  a  tooth- 
like process  on  the  labium,  of  which  our  shell  is  destitute. 
We  suppose  this  to  be  the  first  and  only  species  of  the  gonus 
that  has  ever  been  found  on  our  coast. 

FU8U8  CANCELLATUS. 
PI.  IV.    Fig.  18. 

F.  teftd  lubulatd,  longitadinaliter  plicatA,  trantrere^  itriat^ :  anfractibtw 
•eptcm,  convezis :  iatar&  vald^  irapresid  ;  ipir&  acuminaiA ;  apice  acut&  ;  aper- 
turA  lab-ovatA  ;  labro  creDato. 

Shell  rather  slender,  turreted,  with  about  twenty  longitu- 
dinal ribs,  miming  a  little  obliquely  to  the  left,  crossed  by 
numerous  transverse,  revolving,  raised  lines,  giving  the  shell 
a  cancellated  appearance ;  whorls  seven,  convex  ;  suture  well 
impressed  ;  spire  gracefully  tapering ;  apex  acute  ;  columella 
slightly  arched  at  the  upper  part ;  aperture  rather  narrow, 
8ub-ovate  ;  canal  short,  straight,  rather  wider  at  the  base  ; 
labrum  thin,  delicately  crenated  by  the  transverse  striee. 
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Length  ^  inch  ;  breadth  j-  inch  ;  diirei^ence  22^. 

Cabinets  of  Dr.  Gould,  and  J.  W.  Mighels. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay ;  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  haddock 
in  the  summer  of  1840.     It  must  be  regarded  as  very  rare. 

Remarks.  This  species  is  very  nearly  alhed  to  Murex 
purpureus,  Mont.,  (Turton  Conch.  Diet.  95,)  but  is  distinct  in 
having  a  less  number  of  volutions  by  three  or  four,  by  the 
direction  of  the  ribs,  which  are  '*  obUquely  to  the  right,"  in 
M,  purpureas  ;  Montagu's  shell  is  also  described  as  "  rugged," 
"  very  rough,"  &c.,  terms  which  will  not  apply  to  our  shell ; 
it  is  also  said  to  be  "  pui'ple,"  which  color  is  regarded  by  the 
author  as  characteristic  ;  our  shell  is  variously  colored,  some 
specimens  being  tinged  with  purple,  others  are  white. 


The  following  species  of  Fossil  Shells  occur  at  Westbrook, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Portland,  in  company  with  Nuxnila  Port- 
landica,  Hk.,  in  the  post-tertiary  formation,  described  by 
Prof.  Hitchcock  in  Vol.  I.  No.  3.  of  this  Journal.  Prof.  H. 
found  one  or  two  specimens  of  the  Bulla.  Dr.  Wood,  of  this 
city,  was  the  first  to  discover  the  Nucula. 

NUCULA  ANTIQUA. 

PI.  IV.    Fig   4. 

N.  tefltA  panr&,  lub-trapeziforrai,  per-obliquft,  transversa  sulcata :  dentibus 
posticis  seidecim,  anticis  sex  :  margine  simplici. 

Shell  white,  small,  somewhat  trapeziform,  very  in-equilate- 
ral, covered  with  deep  transverse  sulci ;  epidermis  dark  brown  ; 
teeth,  sixteen  posterior  and  six  anterior  to  the  beaks ;  beaks 
low,  approximate  ;  anterior  margin  abrupt,  posterior  regularly 
rounded,  basal  margin  slightly  curved,  simple. 

Length  ^q  inch  ;  height  ^J  inch  ;  breadth  ^  inch. 

Cabinets  of  Boston  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C. 
B.  Adams. 

Remarks.  This  species  resembles  N.  proxima,  Say.,  and 
N.  tenuis,  Turton,  but  diflFers  from  both  in  the  number  and 
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arraDgement  of  the  teeth,  in  the  deep  transverse  sulci,  and 
in  its  length  compared  with  its  height  and  width.  It  is 
scarce. 

BULLA  OCCULTA. 

PI.  IV.  Fig,   11. 

B.  tMtA  panrft,  ovato-cylindricft :   ipirA  oecultA :  Ubro  sopri  elevrnto,  medio 
r«cto ;  aperturft  lub-aoguitA,  infiA  Ut&,  rotundatft. 

Shell  small,  of  a  dingy  white  color,  ovate-cylindrical,  cover- 
ed with  very  minute  transverse  striae,  and  with  indistinct  longi- 
tudinal striae  of  growth ;  spire  concealed ;  labrum  extends  a 
little  below  the  spire,  nearly  straight  above  the  centre^  regu- 
larly rounded  below  and  at  the  base  ;  aperture  narrow  at  the 
upper  part,  rather  broad  at  the  base. 

Length  \  inch  ;  breadth  r^^  inch. 

Cabinets  of  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Amherst  and  Middlebury 
Colleges,  J.  W.  Mighels,  and  C.  B.  Adams. 

Remarks.  If  not  identical  with,  this  shell  is  the  analogue 
of,  B.  triticea,  Couth.  It  however  differs  from  that  species  in 
being  proportionably  wider.     It  is  very  scarce. 


Art.  VL— descriptions  AND  FIGURES  OF  THE  ARANEIDES 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  By  Nicholas  Marcellcs  Hiifrs, 
(Communicated  July,  1841.) 

The  Publishing  Committee  think  it  proper  to  inform  the 
readers  of  this  Journal,  that  the  following  article  is  the  first  of 
a  series  on  the  Araneides  of  the  United  States,  which  has 
been  offered  for  publication,  by  the  author,  to  the  Boston  So- 
ciety of  Natural  History.  These  descriptions  and  figures  will 
be  followed  hereafter  by  others,  and  the  whole  will  form  an 
illustrated  monograph  of  all  the  Spiders  observed  by  Professor 
Hentz  in  various  parts  of  this  country,  and  will  supply  a  want 
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fhich  has  been  long  felt  in  this  department  of  our  Natural 
Sistory. 

Class.     ARACHNIDES. 
Order.     Pulmonaria. 
Family.     Araneides. 
Section.     Tetrapneumones, 

Genus.     Mtgale.     Walckenaer. 

Characters.  Eyes  eight,  placed  near  together y  on  the  ante- 
rior edge  of  the  cephalothorax,  in  two  rows,  variously  curved  ; 
fang  of  the  cheliceres  articulated  downward;  palpi  inserted 
on  the  extremity  of  the  maxilke ;  feet  4.  1.2.  3.  or  4.  1.  3.  2. 

Observation,  The  distinction  between  Mfgale  and  Ole- 
tera  is  artificial,  as  a  slight  elongation  of  the  maxillse  of  My- 
gale  would  place  the  palpi  at  the  side  ;  witness  Mtgale  ? 
unicolor, 

1.    MYGALE  TRUNCATA. 

Description.  Piceous ;  cephalothorax  with  a  curved  im- 
pression behind  the  middle,  cheliceres  (mandibulse)  terminated 
by  several  points  above  the  fang,  hairy ;  abdomen  cylindrical, 
suddenly  truncated  at  the  end,  and  callous  at  that  place,  with 
concentric  grooves  and  six  circular  impressions  ;  thighs  more 
or  less  rufous  at  base  ;  a  white  membrane  between  the  joints. 


Feet  4  1.  3.  2. 

Observations,  This  spider  dwells  like  other  species  of  this 
subgenus  in  cylindrical  cavities  in  the  earth.  Though  many 
specimens  were  found,  I  never  saw  the  lid  described  by  au- 
thors as  closing  the  aperture  of  its  dwelling.  The  very  sin- 
gular formation  of  its  abdomen,  which  is  as  hard  as  leather 
behind,  and  which  forms  a  perfect  circle,  induces  me  to  believe 
that  it  closes,  with  that  part,  its  dwelling,  instead  of  with 
a  lid,  when  in  danger. 

Habitat.     Alabama. 

Fig.  1.  Mygale  truncata.  a.  Arrangement  of  the  eyes.  b.  Tropbi.  e.  Sid( 
view  of  the  spider,  d.  Hole  in  which  it  reiides.  e.  Reipectifel!  length ,of  th 
l«0i- 
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2.  MTGALE  SOLSTITIALIS. 

Description.  Deep  black ;  cephalothorax  with  two  iDden- 
tatioQS,  cheliceres  moderately  large ;  abdomen  with  se7eral 
impressions  above,  and  four  yellow  spots  underneath ;  mem- 
brane between  the  joints  white ;  third  pair  of  legs  with  the 
third  joint  short  and  crooked  ;  feet  hairy,  4.  1.  2.  3.  A  large 
species. 

Observations,  One  specimen  only  (a  male,)  was  found  in 
July,  wandering  on  the  ground.  The  character,  derived  from 
the  third  pair  of  legs,  does  not  seem  to  be  a  mere  sexual  dis- 
tinction, as  Mygale  Carolmensis,  the  next  species,  has  the 
same  peculiarity,  and  the  description  was  taken  from  a  female. 

Habitat,     Alabama. 

Fig.  2.  Mjrgale  solititialis.      a.  The  eyes,    b.  The  Trophi.    e.  The  abdo- 
men viewed  underneath. 

3.  MYGALE  CAROLINENSIS. 

Description,  Brownish,  very  glossy  ;  cephalothorax  with 
two  slight  impressions  near  the  base  ;  abdomen  blackish,  not 
glossy ;  third  joint  of  the  third  pair  of  legs  very  short  and 

crooked  ;  feet  4.  1.  3.  2. 

Observations,  This  species  was  communicated  to  the  au- 
thor by  the  late  Mr.  Levi  Andrews,  of  Chapel  Hill,  North 
Carolina,  a  promising  young  naturalist,  snatched  by  consump- 
tion from  his  numerous  friends,  and  to  the  memory  of  whom 
this  tribute  is  due.  The  character  derived  from  the  third  pair 
of  legs  is  not  a  sexual  one,  as  this  was  a  female,  and  the  de- 
scription of  Mygajle  solstitialis  was  taken  from  a  male, 
which  has  the  same  character. 

Habitat,     North  Carolina. 

Fig.  3.  Mjrgale  Carolinensis.    a.  I'ho  Eyes. 

4.  MYGALE  GRACILIS. 

Description,  Rufous;  cephalothorax  somewhat  six-sided, 
long  and  narrow ;  abdomen  plumbeous,  two  nipples  very  long  ; 
feet  long,  hairy,  penultimate  joint  of  the  anterior  pair  with  a 
notch ;   feet  4.  1.2.  3. 
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Observations,  This  spider,  hitherto  always  found  in  mid- 
winter, under  stones  or  on  the  ground,  is  probably  not  the 
male  of  Mygale  Carolinensis  ;  but  the  pecuHarity  of  its  ^5^ 
pair  of  legs,  is,  no  doubt,  a  sexual  character.  The  same  joint 
of  the  feet  of  the  male  of  my  Dtsdera  bicolor,  is  not  only 
bent,  but  has  powerful  prongs  and  bristles,  which  nature  has 
given  him  as  a  defence,  or  as  the  means  of  grasping  the 
female. 

Habitat     Alabama. 

Fig.  4.  Mygale  gracilis,    a.  The  eyes.    b.  The  right  palpus,  with  the  maxilla. 

6.  MYGALE  ?  UNICOLOR. 

Description,  Deep  rufous  ;  cephalothorax  depressed  in  the 
middle,  with  two  impressions,  cheliceres  very  large  ;  abdo- 
men smooth  ;  third  pair  of  legs  with  short,  very  tliick  joints ; 
feet  4.  1.  2.  3. 

Observations.  This  species  is  very  distinct  from  any  oth- 
er, particularly  by  the  manner  in  which  its  palpi  are  inserted. 
Were  the  maxillae  extended  a  little  more  at  their  extremity, 
this  spider  should  be  placed  in  the  sub-genus  Oleterji, 
which  follows.  The  specimen,  from  which  this  description 
was  taken,  (a  female,)  was  turned  up  by  the  plough,  in  a 
field,  in  the  month  of  May.  The  manner  in  which  the  spi- 
ders belonging  to  Mygale  and  Oletera  live,  hidden  under 
ground,  and  probably  issuing  out  only  at  night,  prevents  our 
becoming  acquainted  with  their  habits.  I  doubt  whether  the 
males  ever  dwell  in  tubular  habitations.  Much  remains  yet 
to  be  done  to  complete  the  history  of  this  genus  and  that  of 
the  next. 

Habitat.     Alabama. 

Fig.  5.  Mygale  ?  unlcolor.    a.  The  eyes.    b.  The  troplii. 
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Am.  vtl— descriptions  op  two  new  species  of  pishes. 

Bt  D.  Humphrbts  Storer,  M.  D.     (Read  April  21st,  1841.) 

A  few  weeks  since,  through  the  kind  attention  of  Mr. 
Moses  Williams,  Jr.  of  Roxbury,  a  member  of  this  Society, 
I  received  from  Lake  Winnipissiogee,  a  beautiful  fresh  speci- 
men of  Lota,  a  description  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  offer. 

Lota  Brosmiana. 
Plate  V.      Fig.  1. 

The  specimen,  which  was  a  female,  was  twenty^even 
inches  in  length  ,*  the  length  of  the  head  was  five  and  a  half 
inches.  The  body  is  very  broad  in  front  of  the  dorsal  fin ; 
it  becomes  much  compressed  on  the  sides  back  of  the  first 
dorsal,  and  tapers  to  the  caudal  fin.  Its  general  color  is  yel- 
lowish ;  the  back,  between  the  back  of  the  head  and  the 
origin  of  the  dorsal  fin,  exhibits  a  reddish  tint :  the  top  of 
the  head  and  the  opercula  are  fuliginous,  the  latter  exhibiting 
golden  reflections  in  their  centre.  The  body  beneath  is 
white.  The  whole  body  is  perfectly  smooth,  covered  by  in- 
numerable cup-shaped  depressions,  like  that  of  the  Zoarchus 
anguillarisy  and  like  that  species  is  lul)ricated  by  a  viscid 
secretion. 

The  depth  of  the  body  at  the  base  of  the  pectorals,  is  three 
and  a  half  inches ;  its  greatest  depth  is  four  and  a  half  inches ; 
its  depth  at  the  vent  is  three  and  a  half  inches. 

The  greatest  breadth  of  the  head,  across  the  opercula,  is 
five  inches.  Its  breadth  across  the  eyes,  is  three  and  a  quar- 
ter inches.  The  snout  is  blunt.  The  top  of  the  head  is  flat. 
The  distance  between  the  eyes,  is  less  than  two  inches.  The 
eyes  are  circular,  one  half  inch  in  diameter  ;  the  nostrils  are 
double — the  posterior,  half  of  an  inch  in  front  of  the  eyes ; 
the  anterior,  which  is  tubular,  and  furnished  with  a  cirrus 
two  lines  in  length,  is  less  than  half  of  an  inch  in  front  of 
this.     The  opercula  are  nearly  two  inches  in  length. 
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The  Tertical  gape  of  the  mouth,  is  two  inches  in  extent ; 
the  jaws  are  equal ;  the  jaws,  palatine  bones,  and  pharynx 
are  armed  with  numerous  fine  teeth,  placed  like  those  of  a 
card.  The  tongue  is  large,  smooth  and  white.  Suspended 
from  the  chin  is  a  cirrus  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length. 

The  lateral  line  commences  above  the  operculum,  and 
very  gradually  curving  downwards,  does  not  reach  the  middle 
of  the  body,  until  beyond  the  middle  of  the  dorsal  fin. 

The  dorsal,  pectoral,  anal,  and  caudal  fins  are  colored,  as 
well  as  the  sides  of  the  fish,  with  bluish  blotches,  and  are 
margined  with  black.  The  ventral  fins  are  white  beneath, 
and  fuliginous  above. 

The  first  dorsal  fin  is  situated  eleven  inches  back  of  the 
snout ;  it  is  two  inches  long,  one  inch  high,  the  posterior  por- 
tion barely  higher  than  the  anterior. 

The  second  dorsal  fin  commences  half  an  inch  back  of 
the  preceding  ;  it  is  less  than  an  inch  high  at  its  commence- 
ment, and  is  half  an  inch  high  at  its  posterior  extremity. 
This  fin  is  continued  nearly  to  the  base  of  the  tail. 

The  pectoral  fins  are  situated  directly  behind  and  beneath 
the  posterior  angle  of  the  operculum ;  they  measure  three  and 
a  half  inches  across,  when  extended,  and  are  rounded  at  their 
posterior  extremity;  they  are  an  inch  deep  at  their  base. 

The  ventral  fins  are  situated  in  front  of  the  pectorals  ;  the 
rays  are  fleshy  ;  the  first  ray  is  an  inch  long,  the  second  ray 
is  continued  an  inch  beyond  this  ;  the  remainder  of  the  rays 
are  shorter  than  the  first  ray. 

The  anal  fin  commences  half  an  inch  back  of  the  vent, 
and  terminates  on  a  line  with  the  second  dorsal  fin  ;  the  rays 
are  of  equal  height  throughout.     The  vent  is  large. 

The  caudal  fin  is  three  and  a  half  inches  in  length ;  when 
expanded,  it  is  three  and  a  half  inches  high,  and  rounded  at 
its  extremity. 

The  weight  of  this  specimen  was  five  and  a  half  pounds. 
B.  7;  D.  10—71;  P.  16;  V.  6;  A.  68;  C.  34 

In  the  cesophagus  of  this  fish  I  found  a  blade  of  grass,  and 
the  stomach  contained  numerous  bones  of  a  fish,  too  far  di- 
gested to  be  determined ;  a  large  quantity  of  viscid  mucus 
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enveloped  these  bones.  In  the  intestines  were  several  pellets, 
apparently  of  soft  mud. 

I  received  a  specimen  of  this  species  a  year  since,  from  a 
pond  in  Alexandria,  N.  H.  It  was  not,  however,  in  a  proper 
state  for  description.  There,  as  well  as  in  Lake  Winnipissi* 
ogee,  it  is  known  by  the  common  name  of  Cusk,  As  it 
might  readily  be  mistaken  for  that  fish,  by  a  cursory  observer, 
I  have  based  my  specific  name  upon  that  genus. 

I  learn  from  Mr.  Henry  Bryant,  of  this  Society,  that  the 
inhabitants  around  Lake  Winnipissiogee  affirm  that  this  fish 
was  originally  taken  from  the  sea  and  placed  in  that  sheet  of 
water.  I  should  doubt  the  correctness  of  these  remarks,  from 
the  circumstance,  that  this  species  having  ever  been  consider- 
ed a  Cv>sk^  an  inhabitant  of  the  sea,  and  the  sea  only,  they 
drew  the  inference  that  it  must  have  been  transferred ;  not 
considering  that  the  Lake  had  an  outlet,  and  that  its  waters 
passed  by  a  river  of  the  same  name  into  the  Merrimack,  and 
thence  directly  to  the  sea :  the  dams  and  various  other  ob- 
structions which  have  been  thrown  across  the  Merrimack 
within  a  few  years,  would  undoubtedly,  at  the  present  time,  as 
perfectly  check  their  progress  from  the  sea,  as  they  are  known 
to  have  impeded  the  advance  of  the  salmon  ;  but  at  an  earlier 
period,  they  did  not  exist — and  for  centuries,  perhaps,  this 
species  may  have  dwelt  in  the  Lake. 

Two  species  only  of  Lota,  the  lAng  and  the  Burbot^  are 
found  among  the  Fishes  of  Great  Britain,  The  latter  "  lives 
permanently  in  fresh  water,  and  prefers  slow  running  rivers," 
but  it  is  found  in  only  a  few  of  the  rivers.  I  know  of  but 
two  species  besides  that  I  have  now  described,  which  are 
found  in  this  country.  One  of  them,  the  maculosa^  first 
observed  by  Le  Sueur,  in  Lake  Erie,  is  found,  according  to 
Richardson,  "  in  every  river  and  lake  from  Canada  to  the 
western  extremity  of  the  continent."  Another,  which  he 
calls  compressa,  Le  Sueur  received  from  Northampton,  on 
the  Connecticut  river.  A  specimen  of  this  latter  species,  from 
the  Ashnelot  river,  a  branch  of  the  Connecticut,  I  presented 
to  the  Cabinet  of  this  Society,  several  years  since. 

There  are  many  points  of  resemblance  between  this  fish 
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and  the  species  taken  by  Le  Sueur  in  1816,  and  described  by 
him  in  the  first  volume  of  the  "  Journal  of  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences,"  under  the  name  of  Octdus  maculosus  in 
1817,  and  in  the  "Memoires  du  Museum  d'Histoire  Naturelle, 
t.  V.  p.  169,"  for  1819,  and  also  there  figured,  under  the  name 
of  Molva  maculosa.  It  is  very  evident  that  that  figure  was 
drawn  from  a  preserved  specimen,  which  had  lost  its  original 
proportions  by  the  process  of  drying.  The  difference  which 
exists  between  the  Lota  maculosa  and  the  species  I  have 
now  described,  may  at  once  be  recognised,  by  examining  the 
plates  of  each  species  contained  in  this  number  of  our  Journal. 
In  the  first  number  of  the  "  American  Monthly  Magazine  and 
Critical  Review,"  for  1818,  Dr.  Mitchill  refers  to  a  species 
which  he  calls  Gadus  lactistris.  In  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, he  states  that  this  "appears  to  him  to  be  the  same 
fish  "  that  "  Le  Sueur  found  in  Lake  Erie,  and  has  figured," 
&c.  He  supposes  a  fish  which  is  found  in  Scbago  Pond, 
Maine,  and  called  there  the  Sea-citsk,  to  be  the  identical 
species.  Never  having  seen  a  Lota  from  the  last  locality,  I 
am  unable  to  decide  what  the  fish  referred  to  may  be.  Dr. 
Mitchill's  Gadus  Uicustris  is  evidently  the  Gadus  m>aculosus 
of  Le  Sueur,  and  he  infers,  without  having  ever  seen  the 
species,  that  the  Lota  from  Maine,  is  the  same  fish. 

Etheostoma  Olhstedi. 
Plate  V.     Fig.  2. 

The  beautiful  little  species  here  described,  was  found  at 
Hartford,  by  Charles  H.  Olmsted,  Esq.  President  of  the  Hart- 
ford Natural  History  Society.  He  is  a  very  accurate  observer, 
and  is  striving  to  advance  the  science  which  has  been  so  long 
and  so  inexcusably  neglected  among  us.  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  associating  his  name  with  this  species. 

Length  of  the  fish,  which  is  of  a  cylindrical  form,  three 
inches.  Color  yellowish,  marked  upon  the  back  and  sides  with 
reddish  brown  blotches,  which,  when  looked  upon  from  either 
extremity  of  the  fish,  resemble  interrupted  longitudinal  band-, 
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through  the  largest  of  which  passes  the  lateral  line  ;  when 
the  fish  is  examined  from  above,  these  markings  present  more 
or  less  distinct  transverse  bands  upon  the  back,  which  are 
situated  at  the  origin,  the  middle,  and  the  termination  of 
both  the  dorsal  fins. 

Length  of  the  head  five  lines :  flattened  back  of  the  eyes. 
Eyes  less  than  a  line  in  diameter. 

Preoperculum  golden  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  operculum  is 
scaly,  and  it  terminates  in  a  sharp  spine.  A  narrow,  deep 
black  band  runs  from  the  tip  of  the  upper  jaw  to  the  anterior 
inferior  angle  of  the  eye,  and  a  second  band  passes  upwards 
fix)m  the  lower  anterior  angle  of  the  preoperculum  to  the 
middle  of  the  lower  edge  of  the  eye,  and  thence  to  the  upper 
edge  of  the  orbit,  interrupted  by  the  globe  of  the  eye. 

The  teeth  in  the  jaws  are  very  minute. 

The  first  dorsal  fin  commences  one  line  back  of  the  oper- 
cular spine  ;  it  is  almost  colorless,  half  an  inch  long,  three 
lines  high,  rounded  posteriorly. 

The  second  dorsal  fin  is  seven  lines  long ;  three  lines  high ; 
the  extremities  of  the  rays  are  bifurcated  ;  the  rays  being 
crossed  by  transverse  reddish  lines,  present  a  very  pretty  ap- 
pearance. 

The  pectoral  fin  is  light  colored,  and  spotted  like  the  dor- 
sals ;  one  line  long,  and  five  lines  high. 

The  ventral  fins  are  situated  directly  below  the  opercular 
spine ;  they  are  one  line  long,  five  lines  high,  and  arc  variega- 
ted like  the  second  dorsal  fin. 

The  anal  fin,  which  is  of  the  color  of  the  abdomen,  com- 
mences back  of  the  second  dorsal ;  it  is  three  lines  long  and 
two  lines  high. 

The  caudal  fin  is  in  color  similar  to  the  second  dorsal ;  it  is 
two  lines  deep  at  its  base,  and  is  five  lines  long. 

The  fins  are  rayed  as  follows : 

D.  9—13 ;  P.  15 ;  V.  6 ;  A.  11 ;  C.  16. 
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aet.  viil— on  a  new  species  of  rafplesia,  from  ma- 

NILLA.    6t  J.  £.  Teschemachsr.    (Read  16th  June,  1841.) 

Plate  VI. 

Having  just  received  from  Manilla,  preserved  in  spirit,  sev- 
eral buds  of  that  rare  and  singular  parasite,  Rafflesia,  which, 
on  examination  appeared  to  differ  essentially  from  the  species 
hitherto  described  from  Java  and  Sumatra,  I  beg  to  offer  to 
the  Society  the  following  account,  with  a  drawing. 

The  specimens  were  gathered  in  Basei,  a  district  of  the 
province  of  Leite,  on  the  same  spot  visited  by  Mr  Cuming, 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  this  plant,  during  his  late  excursion 
to  the  Philippine  Islands.  Not  having  seen  any  description  of 
this  plant  by  him,  in  the  Scientific  Journals,  I  am  uncertain 
of  the  result  of  his  visit ;  and  although  I  propose  the  specific 
name  of  Manilana  for  this  species,  I  would  readily  yield  it  to 
any  other  he  may  wish  it  to  retain. 

The  only  accounts  of  Rafflesia  to  which  I  have  access  are, 
that  of  R,  Amoldi,  from  Sumatra,  in  the  13th  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  Liondon,  and  that 
given  by  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker,  in  the  Companion  to  the  Botan- 
ical Magazine,  of  R.  Patma  detected  by  Dr  Blume,  in  Noussa 
Elambangan,  a  small  island  on  the  coast  of  Java,  and  described 
and  figured  by  him  in  the  Flora  Javce. 

The  column  of  one  of  my  specimens  was  sent  by  itself 
from  Manilla,  and  of  two  others  I  have  dissected  buds  ;  the 
larger  by  a  vertical  cut,  the  section  shown  in  the  figure,  the 
second,  a  smaller  specimen,  by  the  removal  of  the  whole  of 
the  envelopes,  exhibiting  the  naked  column  with  its  processes, 
edge,  anthers,  &c.  The  column  from  Manilla,  being  dissected 
when  fresh,  was  considerably  dried  when  placed  in  spirits.  Its 
form  and  several  parts  are  therefore  not  very  distinctly  retained, 
but  the  number  of  anthers  and  several  other  particulars  are 
clear  enough. 

The  largest  bud  of  those  I  dissected  is  two  and  one-half 
inches  in  diameter,  and  arises  from  a  cup  three-fourths  of  an 
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inch  in  depth,  the  outer  part  of  which  is  formed  of  the  same 
substance  as  the  external  bark  of  the  root  on  wliich  it  is  par- 
asitic, and  which  is  evidently  of  the  same  structure  as  that 
of  the  root  of  Ctssus  augustifolia  on  which  the  R,  Amoldi 
was  found. 

It  is  probable  that  the  smaller  size  alone  would  sufficiently 
distinguish  this  from  the  last  mentioned  species,  the  buds  of 
which  are  stated  to  be  one  foot  in  diameter  ;  because,  although 
the  respective  age  of  these  buds  is  not  known,  yet  every  part 
is  so  perfect  in  the  buds  I  dissected,  even  to  minute  and  glan- 
dular hairs,  that  it  is  not  probable  they  would  have  been  long 
in  this  state  before  opening. 

There  are  apparcnlly  in  this,  five  series  of  bractese  ;  the  mid- 
dle one,  at  its  origin,  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, or  three  times  the  thickness  of  the  two  outer  and  the 
two  inner  series.  These  bracteac  are  imbricated  over,  and  com- 
pletely envelop  the  perianth  ;  they  are  marked  by  prominent 
veins,  precisely  as  in  R,  Amoldi ;  the  tube  of  the  perianth 
originates  on  a  line  with  the  central  row  of  bracteae  below  the 
two  interior  rows,  and  although  in  the  bud  at  its  upper  part,  it 
is  undivided,  yet  the  lines  of  its  divisions,  when  expanded, 
are  clearly  discernable.  Tlie  interior  of  these  divisions  of 
the  perianth  is  marked  by  tubercles  of  various  forms,  as  in  the 
other  species. 

The  column  has  a  convex  disc,  surrounded  by  a  raised 
edge ;  on  the  surface  of  this  column  are  eleven  processes, 
rather  more  than  one-eiglith  of  an  inch  in  height,  differing 
from  each  other  slightly  in  size  and  form,  the  summits  of 
which  are  entire  and  hispid,  the  hairs  much  resembling  pistil- 
lary  projections.  One  of  these  processes  is  in  the  centre,  the 
other  ten  arranged  around  it  at  about  an  equal  distance  be- 
tween it  and  the  raised  edge. 

The  anthers,  which  are  of  the  same  form,  with  pores  and 
cells  like  those  of  the  other  species  described,  are  ten  in  num- 
ber, and  are  also  suspended  from  the  under  side  of  the  upper 
edge  of  the  column,  in  open  cavities  formed  in  the  lower  part 
or  base  of  it ;  both  edges  of  the  open  part  of  these  cavities 
are  covered  with  hairs  resembling  those  on  the  tips  of  tVie 
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I»rocesses  oq  the  disc,  and  that  part  of  the  tube  of  the  perianth 
opposite  to  these  openings  is  studded  with  thick,  capillary  hairs, 
each  terminated  by  what  is  apparently  a  glandular  knob. 

Down  the  centre  of  the  column  are  lines,  evidently  bundles 
of  vascular  tissue,  which  pass  through  the  substance  of  the 
cup  into  the  root  of  the  cissus ;  all  the  rest  of  the  interior  is 
cellular. 

I  could  not  perceive  any  very  distinct  appearance,  in  the 
bud,  of  an  annular  process  at  the  mouth  of  the  tu(>e  of  the 
perianth,  although  it  is  not  improbable,  from  various  marks, 
that  such  a  ring  may  be  developed  when  the  flower  is  open. 

There  is  no  appearance,  in  any  of  these  three  specimens, 
of  the  cavities  exhibited  in  the  figure  of  R.  Patma^  which 
contain  the  spores ;  on  this  part  of  the  structure  of  Rqfflesia, 
therefore,  these  specimens  from  Manilla  do  not  throw  any  far- 
ther light.  They  are  probably  male  flowers.  Of  R.  Hors^ 
Jieldiij  which,  when  expanded,  is  only  three  inches  diameter, 
I  have  not  seen  any  description. 

I  close  this  paper  with  the  following  comparisons  of  the 
two  species  described,  and  of  that  which  I  call,  at  present,  R. 
Manillana. 

R,  Amoldi.  Bud,  before  expansion,  one  foot  diameter,  sessile 
on  root  of  Cissus  angustifolia^  the  under  side  of  its  base  reticulate  ; 
disc  of  column  convex,  processes  on  surface  forty  to  sixty,  close 
together,  divided  at  the  summits,  which  are  hispid  ;  anthers  forty  to 
sixty,  with  numerous  celts,  and  furnished  with  pores  at  summits ; 
a  moniliform  cord  at  base  of  column  ;  interior  of  perianth  covered 
with  variously  formed  tubercles. 

R.  Patma,  When  expanded,  two  feet  diameter,  arising  directly 
from  the  root  of  the  Cissus  ;  disc  of  column  concave,  processes  on 
surface  of  disc  numerous^  of  a  pyramidal  form,  the  summits  of  which 
are  entire  and  hispid  ;  lower  part  of  tube  of  perianth  and  column  glab- 
rous, interior  of  perianth  covered  with  variously  formed  tubercles ; 
anthers  with  cells  and  pores  ;  number  not  mentioned  ;  no  moniliform 
cord  at  base  of  column ;  antheriferous  flower  containing  cavities 
filled  with  spores,  hence  hermaphrodite. 

R.  Manillana.  Bud,  before  expansion,  two  and  one  half  inches 
diameter,  arising  from  a  cup  three-fourths  of  an  inch  high,  formed 
by  the  thickened  bark  of  the  root  of  the  Cissus ;  the  bracteae  origi- 
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Dating  from  the  inner  side  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  cup  ;  no  appear- 
ance of  reticulation  under  the  base  ;  disc  of  column  convex,  processes 
on  surface  eleven,  one  of  which  is  in  the  centre,  the  rest  arranged 
around  it,  their  summits  entire  and  hispid  ;  lower  part  of  tube  of  per- 
ianth studded  with  thick  glandular  hairs  ;  anthers  ten,  with  cells  and 
pores,  as  in  the  other  species  ;  no  moniliform  cord  at  base  of  columD ; 
sporiferous  cavities  not  apparent,  flowers  examined  probably  male ; 
interior  of  perianth  covered  with  various  formed  tubercles. 


Art.  IX.— remarks  UPON  CORAL  FORMATIONS  IN  THE 
PACIFIC;  WITH  SUGGESTIONS  AS  TO  THE  CAUSES  OF 
THEIR  ABSENCE  IN  THE  SAME  PARALLELS  OF  LATI- 
TUDE ON  THE  COAST  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA.  Bt  Joseph 
P.  CouTHocT.    (Read  December  15,  1841.) 

Among  the  various  geological  phenomena  which  at  once 
bear  record  of  the  past  changes  in  the  structure,  conditions 
and  climate  of  our  planet,  and  indicate  the  alterations  at  this 
moment  slowly  and  silently,  but  effectually  going  forward  ; 
few  have  given  rise  to  more  speculation,  than  the  countless 
coral  isles  and  reefs,  which  stud  the  equatorial  seas,  especially 
in  the  Pacific  and  Indian  Oceans. 

It  is  my  intention,  in  this  communication  to,  throw  together 
a  few  observations  upon  this  class  of  rocks,  and  such  correl- 
ative topics  as  may  present  tlieniselves  as  I  proceed.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  no  fixed  system  or  order  of  introduction 
will  be  pursued,  but  they  will  be  taken  up  at  random,  as 
suggested  by  the  main  subject. 

The  vastness  of  the  region  over  which  these  singular  for- 
mations are  scattered  ;  the  evidence  they  aflbrd,  by  analogy, 
of  the  existence,  in  former  epochs,  of  a  more  uniformly  warm 
temperature  of  the  earth  than  has  pievailed  since  its  present  or- 
ganization—  in  the  fact  that  such  rocks  now  form  only  in  the 
more  heated  parts  of  the  ocean,  while  their  fossil  types  and 
analogues  extend  even  into  the  arctic  regions  —  the  great  den- 
sity of  the  beds  of  coral,  exhibited  in  some  of  the  uplifted 
islands  —  the  light  thrown  by  an  examination  of  them,  on  the 
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origin  of  the  wide  tracts  of  chalk  and  limestone  found  in  yari»- 
ous  parts  of  the  globe  —  the  apparent  insignificance  and  in- 
sufficiency of  the  tiny  architects  that  construct  these  singular 
edifices  when  compared  with  the  stupendous  results  of  their 
labor  —  all  these  are  points  which  have  long  directed  to  them 
the  researches  of  the  geologist;  and  given  rise  to  a  variety  of 
theories  upon  the  mode  in  which  such  innumerable  masses 
of  coral  have  risen  from  the  bottom  of  "  the  vasty  deep." 

The  inaccurate  statements  of  early  voyagers,  relative  to  the 
rapidity  with  which  coral  rose  to  the  surface,  seemed  to  be  in 
a  measure  corroborated  by  the  accounts  brought  home  by 
almost  every  vessel  trading  to  these  regions,  of  new  reefs 
springing  up  as  by  magic,  in  the  most  frequented  tracks. 

Many  were  in  consequence,  induced  to  regard  the  coral  seas 
as  containing  the  rudiments  of  a  new  continent,  which,* 
silently  but  rapidly,  rearing  itself  above  the  waste  of  waters, 
was  destined,  at  no  very  remote  period,  geologically  speaking, 
to  equal  in  magnitude  either  of  those  now  existing. 

Later,  and  more  systematic  examination,  however,  has 
shown  that  such  an  inference  was  deduced  from  very  erroneous 
premises.  By  observations  upon  the  depths  of  channels  in 
well  known  harbors,  and  the  level  of  reefs  in  their  vicinity  ; 
by  the  fact  that  not  the  slightest  increase  of  the  coral  is  per- 
ceptible on  or  around  anchors  and  guns  cast  upon  a  reef  from 
a  stranded  vessel,  and  known  to  have  remained  undisturbed  for 
more  than  half  a  century — and  by  similar  means  of  arriving 
at  an  approximation  to  the  truth ;  it  is  now  ascertained  that 
the  growth  of  coral  is  exceedingly  slow.*    The  lapse  of  many 

'  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  increment  of  the  brADchin^r  corals,  or  at 
least  of  certain  species,  is  much  more  rapid  than  that  of  the  sessile  or  encrustiDg 
genera  \  having  observed  such  shells  as  Pecten,  Lima,  Piicatula  and  Pedum,  of 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  completely  overgrown  by  the  Polyparia,  while 
their  colors  and  internal  polish  were  scarcely  impaired.  These  were  not  lodged 
as  we  frequently  see  Arcs  and  Mytili,  in  accidental  cavities,  but  for  the  most 
part  imbedded  at  the  divergence  of  the  branches.  There  are  specimens  exem- 
plifying this,  now  in  my  possession, and  also  in  the  Society's  collection,  in  which 
the  branches  are  enlarged,  and  sometimes  deflected  by  their  envelopment  of 
these  foreign  bodies.  The  rate  of  increase  in  such  cases,  might  be  approximately 
ascertained,  by  experiments  upon  the  time  requisite  fur  shells  of  this  kind  to 
attain  a  size  equal  to  the  imbedded  specimens,  which  it  is  very  likely  were 
lodged  upon  the  coral*  iood  after  their  expulsion  from  the  parent  shell. 
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centuries  would  be  requisite  for  the  construction  of  a  solitary 
reef,  and  myriads  of  ages  must  pass  before  the  lateral  growth 
of  the  thousands  of  scattered  islets  and  shoals  could  extend 
itself  so  widely  as  to  imite  them  all  in  one  continuous  body. 

That  so  many  new  islands  in  those  seas,  were  and  are  still 
discovered  by  almost  every  navigator,  need  not  excite  our  sur- 
prise if  we  consider  their  small  extent,  in  general  rendering 
them  mere  specks  in  the  ocean,  which,  together  with  their 
slight  elevation,  prevents  their  being  visible  more  than  a  few 
miles  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  By  day  they 
are  often  concealed  by  a  veil  of  mist  and  cloud,  and  I  have 
myself  passed  within  three  miles  of  one,  whose  existence, 
owing  to  this  cause,  would  never  have  been  suspected  had  we 
not  previously  been  well  assured  of  it.  During  the  night  es- 
pecially, in  consequence  of  their  being  surrounded  by  deep, 
blue  water,  vessels  may,  and  do,  frequently  \)qss  within  a  very 
small  distance  of  such  perilous  spots  without  receiving  the 
slightest  warning  of  such  proximity. 

On  this  subject  the  facts  stated  by  intelligent,  though  un- 
scientific observers,  are  entitled  to  our  respect  and  considera- 
tion, whatever  may  be  our  opinion  of  the  inferences  they 
draw  from  them. 

The  Rev.  John  Williams,*  late  missionary  from  England 
to  the  South  Seas,  had  bestowed  much  attention  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  coral  formations,  among  which  he  spent  about  sixteen 
years  of  his  valuable  life.  In  his  "  Narrative  of  Missionary 
Enterprise  in  the  South  Seas,"  p.  49,  (1st  Am.  Ed.)  he  ob- 
serves, **  the  rapidity  of  the  coral  growth  has  been  egregi- 
ously  over-rated  and  over-stated.''  "  You  seldom  find  a  piece 
of  branching  madrepore,  of  brain,  or  of  any  other  coral,  how- 
ever deep  in  the  water,  above  two  or  three  feet  in  height." 

And  again  on  p.  60,  alluding  to  the  formation  of  new 
islands,  he  remarks,  "  I  have  traditions  of  the  natives  on  al- 
most every  subject,  especially  of  their  former  navigators,  where- 
in every  island  which  has  subsequently  been  discovered  within 

■  Mr  W.  was  barbarously  murdered  in  November,  1839,  by  the  cannibals  at 
Errurounga,  one  of  the  New  Hebrides,  while  endeavoring  to  open  a  comrouni- 
cation  with  them,  for  the  object  of  introducing  some  native  teachers  from  Samoa. 
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a  thousand  miles,  is  named ;  but  in  no  one  of  them  is  there 
any  mention  of,  or  reference  to,  a  newly  formed  island.     I 
am  familiar  with  one  tradition  in  which  there  is  a  genealogi- 
cal account  of  the  reigning  family   for  thirty  generations, 
which  is  equally  silent  upon  the  subject  of  new  formations." 
In  conversation  with  Mr  W.  at  Upolu,  one  of  the  Samoan 
or  Navigator  Group,  but  a  few  days  prior  to  his  death,  he 
stated  that  on  the  reef  bordering  that  island,  there  were  par- 
ticular clumps  of  coral,  known  to  the  fishermen  by  names  de- 
rived from  either  some  particular  configuration,  or  tradition 
attached  to  them,  and  handed  down  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration from  time  immemorial.     By  csureful  inquiry  among  the 
natives,  he  had  satisfied  himself  that  these  had  undergone  no 
perceptible  alteration  since  the  earliest  mention  of  them.    The 
testimony  of  the  missionaries,  and  other  foreigners,  at  the 
Tahitian  and  Hawaiian  Islands,  some  of  whom  had  resided 
during  nearly  forty  years  within  sight  of  the  reefs,  confirmed, 
as  far  as  it  went,  the  remarks  of  Mr  Williams.     Did  the  limits, 
of  this  communication  permit,  many  other  facts  might  be 
adduced,  corroborative  of  the  evidence  given  by  these  persons 
of  the  extremely  slow  increase  of  the  living  corals  ;  but  the 
point  is  perhaps  now  too  generally  conceded,  to  render  farther 
details  necessary  in  an  article  like  the  present.     In  connection 
with  this  subject  of  growth,  a  few  remarks,  however,  upon 
some  of  the  theories  respecting  recent  coral  formations,  which 
have  found  supporters  among  men  of  science,  may  not  be 
misplaced. 

It  was  at  one  time  a  very  generally  received  opinion,  founded 
chiefly  upon  the  circumstance  that  a  fathomless  ocean  laved 
the  very  margin  of  the  reefs ;  that  the  coral  animals  com- 
menced their  labors  at  an  illimitable  depth,  and,  governed  by 
a  certain  instinct  or  impulse,  toiled  upward  to  the  light,  giving 
to  their  sub-marine  structures  the  peculiar  form  they  exhibit, 
through  the  same  instinct  teaching  them  that  it  was  the  best 
adapted  to  aflford  shelter  from  the  violence  of  wave  and  tem- 
pest. 

Thus,  the  windward  portion  of  the  reef  was  supposed  to  be 
that  first  elevated,  presenting  a  perpendicular  face  to  the 
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breakers,  and  shelving  away  on  the  opposite  side.  Protected 
by  this  wall,  it  was  thought  the  polypes  next  constructed  their 
edifices  at  some  distance  to  leeward,  which  at  first  rose  in  a 
series  of  detached  masses  arranged  in  a  somewhat  circular  form. 
But  gradually  the  intermediate  spaces  were  filled  up  and  a  con- 
tinuous chain  was  thus  formed,  enclosing  a  deep,  bowl-shaped 
lagoon,  which,  in  process  of  time  was  also  filled  up  by  the 
stony  dwellings  of  the  polypes. 

Fragments  of  coral,  heaped  up  by  wind  and  sea,  and  cement- 
ed together,  formed  a  ridge  of  two  or  three  feet  elevation 
above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  ocean.  Multitudes  of 
marine  birds  frequenting  the  rock  to  deposit  their  eggs  —  the 
exuvia  of  crabs  and  shell-fish  on  which  they  fed,  the  sedi- 
ments left  in  hollows  by  the  heavy  and  frequent  rains  ;  grad- 
ually prepared  a  light  soil  for  the  reception  of  the  few  seeds 
wafted  thither  by  favoring  currents,  or  brought  by  stray  land 
birds  —  these  sprang  up,  and  by  their  subsequent  decay  added 
continually  to  the  depth  of  soil,  —  a  single  cocoa-nut  perhaps, 
cast  upon  the  beach,  germinated,  and  arriving  at  maturity,  its 
seeds  in  a  few  years  were  scattered  over  the  island,  which 
was  then  fitted  for  the  abode  of  man. 

That  this  is  the  manner  in  which  the  once  sterile  and 
weather-beatpn  ledge  of  rocks  has  been  here  gradually  cover- 
ed with  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion.*   Perhaps  no  more  striking  proof  of  it  can  be  adduced, 

•  An  instance  of  the  rapiditj  with  which  even  the  largest  plants  multiply 
and  spread  themselves  over  the  soil  in  these  regions,  is  afforded  in  Christmai 
Island,  an  extensive  lagoon  islaud,  situated  btitween  about  F  40'  and  2^  10' 
North  lat.  and  157«>  10'  aud  lo?"^  50'  West  long.  By  the  statement  of  Capl. 
Cook,  who  discovered  it  in  1777,  **on  the  coco:i-niit  treos  upon  the  island, (the 
number  of  which  did  not  exceed  thirty,)  very  little  fruit  was  found  ;  and  in 
general,  what  was  found  was  either  not  fully  grown,  or  had  the  juice  salt  or 
brackish  -,  so  that  a  ship  touching  there  must  expect  nothing  but  birds,  fish  and 
turtle,  and  of  thes*^  an  abundant  supply  may  be  depended  upon." 

In  1837,  the  English  whale  ship  Bnton  was  wrecked  on  this  reef,  and  her 
Captain,  George  Benson,  with  his  crew  of  twentythree  persims,  remained  up- 
wards of  seven  months  on  the  island,  from  which  they  were  finally  taken  by 
an  American  whaler.  According  to  Capt.  Benson,  there  were  several  large 
groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  one  of  them  containing  between  six  and  seven  hun- 
dred, and  the  whole  number  exceeded  two  thousand,  bearin^j  excelleut  fruit, 
although  many  (reet  bad  been  cut  down  by  iVie  wV\iAei*  occw\oiiiA\i  voMt^^civ^i^ 
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than  the  fact  that  the  small  number  of  species  of  plants  found 
on  these  islands  previous  to  the  visits  of  man,  are  all  those 
whose  seeds  would  bear  this  mode  of  transportation,  without 
injury  to  the  germinating  principle,  and  belong  to  an  almost 
equal  number  of  orders,  and  sometimes  of  classes,  whose 
primeval  soils  were  widely  remote  from  each  other. 

But  there  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  appearance  of  the 
reefs,  confirmatory  of  the  supposition  that  the  windward  por- 
tion was  constructed  anteriorly  to  the  opposite  one.  They 
have  both  precisely  the  same  level,  present  similar  inequalities 
of  surface,  and  an  equally  perpendicular  wall  facing  the  sea. 
The  only  material  diflference  is,  that  the  elevated  fragmentary 
beach  is  in  general,  as  might  be  expected,  first  formed  and 
highest  on  the  windward  side. 

But  even  this  is  not  invariably  the  cast\  At  Minerva  or 
Clermont  Tonnerre  Island,  which  is  situated  on  the  southeast- 
em  skirts  of  the  Dangerous  Archipelago,  in  about  18^  26' 
South  lat.  and  136*^  30'  West  long.,  and  whose  greatest  extent 
is  from  E.  S.  E.  to  W.  N.  W.,  or  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the 
S.  E.  trade  wind ;  the  northern  shore  is  the  more  elevated  one. 
The  southern  or  windward  side  of  the  lagoon  is  here  bounded 
by  a  low,  naked  line  of  reef  rock,  and  several  small,  detached 
islets.  At  Ocean  Island,  in  lat.  28^  22'  North,  long.  ITS*^  30' 
West,  near  the  limits  of  the  N.  E.  trade  wind  in  the  Pacific, 
the  highest  points,  and  the  only  ones  in  fact  above  water,  are 
a  ridge  some  three  miles  long  and  no  where  above  ten  feet 
high,  at  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  the  reef;  and  two  knolls 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  circuit,  on  the  South  skirt  of 
the  lagoon.  The  reef  extends  from  the  S.  E.  ridge,  about 
eight  and  a  half  miles  to  the  N.  W.  in  form  of  an  oval,  whose 
shorter  diameter  is  six  miles  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W. 

On  no  part  of  this  extensive  reef,  is  there  any  thing  to  show 
that  one  portion  of  it  is  of  higher  antiquity  than  the  rest,  and 
it  is  on  all  sides  washed  by  an  unfathomable  ocean.  It  can- 
not surprise  us  that  while  so  little  was  kuown  of  the  habits 

there  for  luppIieB.  The  turtlei,  however,  appear  to  have  been  driven  away  bjr 
the  intriidera,  as  he  caught  but  aboat  twenty,  of  Hmall  size,  during  his  long 
#/«/;  whereat  Capt  Cook  procared  Ihroe  bundtt^d  dxiVvn^Vvv&^u^C  "tmv. 
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of  the  saxigenous  polypes,  reefs  of  this  nature  were  supposed 
to  be  raised  by  them  from  a  depth  Uke  that  found  outside. 
But  later  and  more  careful  investigations  of  their  habits,  haye 
undeniably  proved  the  incorrectness  of  this  opinion.  By  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  all  recent  observers,  it  is  now  shown, 
that  instead  of  inhabiting  such  profound  depths,  the  reef- 
building  polypes  require  for  their  development  and  support,  a 
certain  degree  of  light  and  heat,  not  penetrating  lower  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty,  or  at  the  utmost,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  in  any  part  of  the  ocean.  Some  indeed  have  as- 
serted less  than  half  that  depth  to  be  the  Umit  of  growth,  but 
this  can  only  be  true  of  particular  tracts,  as  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  show  in  another  place. 

Another  theory,  and  one  obtaining  the  sanction  of  some 
distinguished  names  among  the  geologists  of  Europe,  was 
suggested  by  the  circumstance  of  nearly  all  the  coral  islands 
having  a  lagoon  of  variable  depth  in  their  centre.  From  this 
peculiarity  it  was  conjectured  that  the  reefs  rested  upon  the 
summit  of  extinct  sub-marine  volcanoes,  whose  craters  were 
represented  by  the  lagoon. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  hypothesis  presents  many 
plausible  features,  but  still  there  are  some  knotty  and  stubborn 
facts  for  which  it  fails  satisfactorily  to  account.  It  is  true, 
that  a  knowledge  of  such  enormous  craters  as  those  on  the 
summit  of  Mauna  Loa  in  Hawaii,  and  Haleakala  in  Maui,* 
which  are  estimated  at  twentyfour  and  twentyseven  miles  in 
circuit,  might  in  a  measure  quiet  the  doubts  of  those  to  whom 
the  great  extent  of  some  of  these  lagoons,  appeared  the  chief 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  assuming  their  crateric  basis.  Yet 
although  it  may  be  possible  that  some  of  the  lagoon  islands 

*  Hawaii  and  !Maui  are  the  two  principal  islands  of  the  Hawaiian  Group.  The 
great  r  rater  on  Muuna  Loa,  here  ipoken  of,  is  un  the  very  summit  of  the  moan- 
tain,  which  is  little  less  than  fourteen  thousand  feet  liigh.  It  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  that  of  Ka  lua  Pele,  or  Kilauea.  apoken  of  by  Lord  Byron,  Ellis, 
Stewart,  and  others.  This  latter  is  on  the  S.  £.  flank  of  the  mountain,  about  four 
ihuuiand  feet  above  sea  level,  and  is  at  present  in  full  activity.  No  signs  of 
action,  other  than  a  faint  smoke,  have  been  perceived  in  the  terminal  crater  for 
about  fifteen  years.  The  great  crater  of  Haleakala,  or  **  The  House  of  the 
Sun,'*  also  a  terminal  one,  at  an  elevation  of  nearly  eleven  thousand  feet.,  baa 
been  extinct  from  a  period  beyond  thatTeachedb^f  Vhie  \x%^\\awja  o^  \>ci<i\%\^\v^%. 
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having  a  circuit  of  twenty,  forty,  or  even  eighty  miles,  are 
thus  based  ;  it  is  rather  startUng  to  assert  that  such  a  multitude 
of  submai'ine  craters,  and  of  such  varied  and  anomalous  con- 
figuration, were  grouped  together  in  so  small  a  space  as  the 
coral  archipelago  of  Polynesia  ;  not  to  mention  the  still  great* 
er  number  that,  if  this  theory  is  correct,  must  have  existed  in 
other  parts  of  the  Pacific,  and  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  where 
similar  formations  prevail  to  a  great  extent.  There  is,  1  be* 
lieve,  nothing  analogous  to  this  hypothetical  huddling  togeth* 
er  of  craters  in  any  of  the  present  volcanic  regions  of  the 
globe.  It  is  true,  that  the  Galapagos  have  been  estimated  to 
contain  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hundred  craters,  of  various 
magnitude,  but  nine-tenths  perhaps  of  these,  are  rather  to  be 
regarded  as  funnels,  or  chimnies,  composed  of  scoria,  or  gravel 
and  ashes,  which  are  constantly  crumbling  in  and  becoming 
obliterated  merely  through  the  action  of  the  weather ;  and 
could  not  have  been  formed  under  water  at  all.  It  is  indeed 
very  probable  that  at  some  remote  period  of  the  past,  the 
agency  of  internal. fires  may  have  been  much  more  powerfully 
manifested  than  at  a  later  day,  and  the  vents  therefore  much 
more  numerous  then  than  since  the  earth  received  its  present 
form.  But  admitting  that  submarine  volcanoes  once  existed 
in  the  number  and  limited  space  required  by  this  theory ; 
there  are  still  one  or  two  points  that  would  seem  to  be  fatal 
to  it,  though  they  appear  to  have  been  overlooked  by  its 
advocates. 

From  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  structure  in  every  other 
class  of  animated  beings  to  certain  habits  and  conditions, 
analogy  would  certainly  lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
organization  of  creatures  flourishing  so  luxuriantly  near  the 
surface,  could  hardly  be  capable  of  supporting  the  great  pres- 
sure resulting  from  ^such  a  column  of  water  as  would  rest 
upon  them  at  profound  depths.  But  besides  this  objection, 
there  was  the  improbability  that  beings  so  frail  could  exist 
equally  well,  amid  temperatures  so  widely  different  as  those 
of  the  surface  of  the  ocean  and  its  bed  or  any  considerable 
depth.  In  the  parallel  of  IG*  South,  where  the  surface  tem- 
yrature  was  82''  Fahr.,  that  of  dx  hundred  feet  below  it 
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was  shown  by  a  registering  thermometer  to  be  but  66**,  and 
at  nine  hundred  feet  but  48**.  This  experiment  was  made 
by  myself,  in  the  open  ocean.  At  the  same  depths  upon 
soundings,  the  difference  would,  I  doubt  not,  have  been  still 
greater,  but  not  having  actually  ascertained  this  by  experi- 
ment, I  cannot  speak  positively  on  this  point. 

According  to  the  statements  of  those  zealous  naturalists, 
MM.  Quoy  and  Gaimard,  the  result  of  their  observations  during 
the  first  voyage  of  the  Astrolabe,  was,  that  the  growth  of  the 
more  solid  corals  was  limited  to  a  depth  of  five  or  six  fathoms.* 
In  fixing  this  limit,  however,  I  think  they  have  not  suffi- 
ciently taken  into  consideration  the  variations  of  temperature 
at  small  depths,  produced  by  accidental  causes,  and  that  in 
the  tropics,  where  the  sea  is  warmed  to  a  considerable  depth 
by  the  presence  of  large  bodies  of  land,  these  corals  may 
flourish  considerably  lower. 

In  approaching  the  island  of  Tutuila,  one  of  the  Samoan 
group,  I  remember  suddenly  coming  from  deep  water  upon  a 
shelf,  upon  which  there  were  but  thirteen  fathoms.  This 
ledge,  distant  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  coast, 
which  was  very  steep,  was  profusely  covered  with  coral.  The 
surface  temperature  was  here  81**,  and  that  of  the  bottom  76*, 

*  The  work  of  Q,.  and  O.  not  being  acceisible  here,  I  trust  of  necenitjr  to 
memory,  in  quoting  the  depth  anigried  by  them,  as  the  lowest  limit  for  the 
growth  of  the  coral  in  any  considerable  quantity. 

It  is  well  perhaps  to  notice  here,  that  wherever,  in  this  cnmmunicatioD,  cer- 
tain depths  and  temperatures  are  spoken  of,  as  essential  to  the  growth  of  the 
polypes,  I  refer  only  to  the  reef-constructing  genera,  and  more  particularly  to 
those  whose  Polyparia  form  hemispherai  masses,  broad,  lamellar  incrustationa, 
or  solid  palmate  clusters.  Some  of  the  arborescent  corals  have  been  found  in 
extra-tropical  seas,  in  very  low  temperatures,  and  depths  far  exceeding  those 
here  assigned  as  the  limits  of  the  saiigenous  polypes.  There  is  now,  or  should 
be,  in  the  collection  at  Washington,  a  small  species  of  Madrepora,  dredged  on 
the  coast  of  Patagonia,  from  a  depth  of  eighty  fathoms ;  and  Dr.  Gould  haa 
lately  received  specimens  of  another  from  our  coast,  in  the  vicinity  of  Portland, 
Maine.  I  have  also  picked  up  specimens  on  the  New  Jersey  shore,  fiut  these 
have  all  a  shrunken,  dull,  and  if  I  may  so  call  it,  starved  appearance,  and  are  of 
insignificant  size.  Such  species  may,  and  I  doubt  not  do,  exist  at  depths  of 
corresponding  temperature,  in  the  tropics,  but  they  bear  the  same  affinity  to 
those  constituting  the  coral  reefs,  that  our  humble  bracken  does  to  the  magnificent 
and  stately  palm-tree- like  Ferns  of  Polynesia. 
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Fahr.  Throughout  the  coral  archipelago  to  the  eastward  of 
Tahiti,  the  surface  temperature  ranges  from  78  to  81^.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  detached 
islets,  between  Tahiti  and  Samoa  to  the  west.  Throughout 
this  region,  I  observed  all  kinds  of  coral  flourishing  in  perfec- 
tion on  the  outer  plateau  of  the  reefs,  at  a  depth  of  seven, 
eight,  and  in  some  cases,  as  that  just  cited,  twelve  or  thirteen 
fathoms. 

In  our  own  hemisphere,  in  the  vicinity  of  Eleuthera  and 
Abaco,  and  also  of  the  Stirrup  Keystm  the  N.  E.  edge  of  the 
great  Bahama  Bank ;  I  have  dredged  up  considerable  masses 
of  Meandrina  from  a  depth  of  sixteen  fathoms,  and  in  sailing 
over  Salt  Key  Bank,  have  seen  them,  on  a  calm  day,  in  twenty 
fathoms.  This  is  probably  attributable  to  the  increased  tem- 
perature caused  by  the  proximity  of  the  Gulf  Stream  which 
has  here  a  heat  of  85''  Fahr.  The  most  compact  and  vigor- 
ous growth,  may,  I  think,  however,  be  considered  as  prevail- 
ing, in  general,  at  a  depth  of  from  three  to  eight  fathoms. 

To  assume,  therefore,  that  the  lagoon  islands  are  based  upon 
extinct  submarine  volcanoes,  we  must  also  suppose  that  these 
all  had  their  summits  raised  to  nearly  an  uniform  level,  and 
that,  the  one  best  adapted  to  the  habits  and  development  of 
the  coral  animal,  an  arrangement  scarcely  within  the  bounds 
of  probability.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  some  two  hun- 
dred or  more  craters,  if  they  ever  existed  in  so  narrow  a  space 
as  that  occupied  by  some  groups  containing  that  number  of 
lagoon  islands,  nowhere  presented  more  than  one  hundred  or 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  difference  of  level. 

But  granting  that  all  these  requisites  for  the  establishment 
of  this  theory  existed ;  it  offers  no  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stance that  some  of  the  reefs  have,  as  ascertained  by  sound- 
ing, a  thickness  of  several  hundred  feet,  and  of  their  fossil 
representatives  in  the  chalk  and  marine  limestone  being  found 
in  strata  of  still  greater  density.  Neither  does  it  in  any  way 
account  for  the  existence  of  extensive  shore  reefs  like  those  of 
Samoa,  Hawaii  and  Tahiti ;  or  of  encircling  reefs  with  la- 
goons between  them  and  the  shore,  as  at  Yanikoro  and  several 
of  the  New  Hebrides  and  Friendly  Islands ;  or  for  the  im- 
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mense  barrier  reefs  of  New  Caledonia  and  Australia,  the  latter 
of  which,  at  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  the  coast, 
extends  in  an  unbroken  chain  nearly  one  thousand  niiles  from 
north  to  south.  It  affords  at  best,  but  a  very  questionable 
explanation,  of  a  single  variety  of  stnicture  in  these  wonder- 
ful edifices,  than  which  nothing  more  forcibly  illustrates  the 
immense  results  that  may  ensue  from  the  operation  of  appa- 
rently trifling  causes,  when  continued  unremittingly  through- 
out a  long  series  of  ages. 

It  is  my  belief  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  corals  are  limited 
in  their  range  of  growth  by  temperature  rather  than  depth, 
and  that  wherever  this  is  not  below  76^  Fahr.  there, 
cateris  paribus,  they  will  be  found  to  flourish  as  in  the 
Polynesian  seas  ;  accordingly  we  find  that  their  principal  for- 
mations are  placed  within  the  tropics,  and  though  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  at  this  moment  the  fact,  I  apprehend 
that  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  as  in  the  Pacific,  the  saxigenous 
polypes  will  be  found  most  abundant  and  at  their  greatest 
depths,  in  a  belt  comprising  about  twenty  degrees  on  each 
side  of  the  equator. 

But  even  allowing  that  they  invaiiably  commenced  their 
structures  at  the  extreme  depth  of  twenty  fathoms,  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  no  reef  would  attain  a  thickness  of  much  more  than 
a  hundred  feet,  before  the  labors  of  the  polypes  must  cease 
and  themselves  perish,  in  consequence  of  their  exposure  to  the 
sun's  rays.  The  question  then  naturally  arises,  how  are  we 
to  account  for  the  existence  of  coral  banks,  so  greatly  exceed- 
ing this  tliickness  as  some  are  known  to  do ;  if  it  is  thus  dis- 
proved that  their  polypes  build  at  corresponding  depths  ? 

Mr.  Charles  Darwin,  who  accompanied  King  and  Pitzroy, 
as  Naturalist,  in  their  late  survey  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
our  continent,  was  led  by  his  examination  of  a  lagoon  island, 
(the  only  one  I  believe  on  which  he  landed,)  and  a  compari- 
son of  the  observations  of  his  predecessors  on  this  subject,  to 
frame  an  hypothesis,  which  appears  to  ofier  us  a  solution  of 
this  problem,  at  once  satisfactory,  simple  and  rational. 

According  to  the  statements  lately  given  by  Prof.  Lyell,  in 
his  lectures  before  the  Lowell  Institute,  Mi.  ^  «^W^^^^^ 
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great  thickness  of  the  reefs,  to  have  been  formed  by  a  gradoal 
and  long  continued  subsidence  of  the  original  shelf  of  coral, 
while  the  surface  was  maintained  at  the  same  level  as  at  first, 
by  the  unceasing  additions  made  by  the  polypes.  Carrying 
out  this  principle,  he  attributes  the  peculiar  conformation  of 
lagoon  islands  to  the  operation  of  similar  causes.  That  is  to 
say,  he  considers  that  the  site  of  those  islands  of  such  a  char- 
acter, now  sprinkled  over  the  whole  vast  coralUferous  belt  of 
ocean,  was  once  occupied  by  islands  of  various  elevation,  sur- 
rounded as  many  of  the  same  class  now  are,  by  a  fringing  or 
shore  reef;  that  as  these  have  slowly  sunk,  the  reef  has  grad- 
ually receded  from  the  shore,  and  on  their  total  disappearance 
left  the  lagoon  only  to  mark  the  place  of  their  existence. 
Thus  the  coral  islands  instead  of  being  looked  upon  as  the 
-germs  of  a  new  continent,  should  be  contemplated  as  the 
wrecks,  or  rather  as  beacons,  pointing  out  where  lie  the  wrecks 
of  one,  long  since 

"In  the  deep  bosom  of  the  ocean  buried.'* 

Having  personally  examined  a  large  number  of  these 
islands,  and  also  resided  eight  months  among  the  volcanic 
■class  having  shore  and  partially  encircling  reefs,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  state  that  my  own  observations  have  impressed  a 
conviction  of  the  correctness  of  the  theory  here  advanced  by 
Mr.  Darwin.  Indeed  without  being  aware  at  the  time  that 
such  view^  were  entertained  by  any  one  else,  but  failing 
to  discover  in  any  author  a  satisfactory  elucidation  of  the 
apparent  anomalies  they  exhibited,  I  was  led,  more  than  two 
years  ago,  by  a  comparison  of  the  features  presented  by  the 
reefs  of  Tahiti  with  those  of  the  Dangerous  Archipelago  and 
Paumotu  Group,  (of  which  I  had  just  enjoyed  an  opportunity 
of  examining  a  very  considerable  number,)  to  similar  conclu- 
sions as  to  their  origin,  with  those  recently  published  by  that 
gentleman  ;  though  not  to  entertain  his  opinions  respecting 
limited  and  definite  areas  of  subsidence  and  elevation. 

My  observations  in  MS.  on  this  subject  are  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Navy  Department  at  Washington ;  but  not 
being  permitted  to  have  access  to  them^  I  am  compelled,  id 
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all  the  statements  made  in  this  communication,  to  rely  upon 
memory  alone.  I  shall  in  another  place,  briefly  give  my  rea- 
sons for  believing  that  the  whole  of  Polynesia  is  at  present 
slowly  rising,  and  proceed,  here,  with  a  few  remarks  suggest- 
ing themselves  at  the  moment,  relative  to  its  former  subsi- 
dence. 

It  is  not  denied  that  some  portions  of  this  region  may  ex- 
hibit certain  peculiarities  of  structure,  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  information  we  may  find  some  difficulty  in  recon- 
ciling with  this  theory. 

But  I  feel  persuaded,  that  as  this  is  enlarged,  as  a  greater 
number  of  facts  bearing  on  the  question  are  brought  together, 
and  we  are  enabled  to  fix  with  more  certainty  than  can  now 
be  done,  the  causes  of  such  variations  from  a  general  charac- 
ter, these  will  nearly  if  not  quite  all  be  found  consistent  with 
the  admission  of  a  principle,  which  holds  out  a  rational  ex- 
planation of  phenomena,  inexplicable  upon  any  previous  hy- 
pothesis. 

The  immensity  of  the  tract,  throughout  which  it  is  assumed 
this  subsidence  or  submergence  of  land  has  prevailed,  will 
appear  less  astonishing,  when  we  reflect  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  that  now  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  ocean  bears  upon 
its  surface  incontestable  evidence  of  having  been  slowly  up- 
lifted from  its  depths,  and  that  in  some  regions,  as  on  the 
Baltic  coast,  the  process  is  still  going  on  under  our  own  obser- 
vation. On  the  loftiest  heights  to  which  man  has  ascended, 
as  in  the  lowest  vallies,  the  presence  of  beds  of  marine  shells 
and  other  fossils,  attest  that  there  once  were  the  '^  foundations 
of  the  great  deep."  Even  in  New  Holland,  whose  animal  and 
vegetable  productions  differ  so  singularly  from  those  of  all  the 
world  beside,  as  to  leave  conjecture  itself  at  fault,  in  attempt- 
ing to  account  for  the  fact ;  and  which  a  learned  German 
author,  once  gravely  endeavored  to  show  was  the  nucleus  of 
some  comet  that  had  come  in  collision  with  our  planet— even 
there,  beds  of  marine  limestone,  and  marine  fossils  of  the 
same  genera,  and  evidently  belonging  to  the  same  era  as  those 
found  in  some  of  the  Silurian  rocks  of  Great  Britain,  have 
lately  been  found  in  large  numbers  fax  m\^w4  ^\A  <^^\  >X\& 
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highest  mountains.  On  the  lower  grounds  of  the  coast,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales,  there  are  strata  of 
clay  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  feet  thick,  abounding  in  ma- 
rine shells,  many  of  them  analogous  to,  and  some  of  them 
identical  with,  species  at  this  moment  living  in  the  adjacent 
seas. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  conjecture,  that  when  the  existing 
lands  constituted  the  bed  of  an  ocean,  teeming,  as  evinced  by 
their  fossil  remains,  even  in  regions  now  condemned  to  the 
regions  of  perpetual  winter,  with  forms  of  animal  life  peculiar 
to  our  tropical  seas  ;  then  the  balance  of  land  and  water  was 
preserved  by  the  existence  of  a  broad  equatorial  continent,  or 
it  may  have  been  a  number  of  large  islands,  whose  structure 
was  chiefly,  if  not  entirely  volcanic.  We  can  then  conceive, 
how  by  one  of  those  stupendous  oscillations,  which  an  exam- 
ination of  its  various,  strata,  shows  the  earth's  crust  to  have 
experienced  at  different  epochs  ;  as  the  Alps,  the  Andes,  and 
the  Himalayas  uprose  from  the  abyss,  and  age  after  age  con- 
tinued to  raise  their  aspiring  summits  to  the  skies ;  the  pre- 
existing lands  gradually  sank  and  finally  disappeared ;  even 
the  elder  moimtain  ranges,  hiding  <<  their  diminished  heads" 
beneath  the  waters ;  a  few  only  of  the  loftiest  remaining,  like 
scattered  monuments,  in  those  ancient 

*'  Titan  peaks  that  overtop  the  wavei, 
Beaconing  a  sunken  world."  "^ 

*  It  is  a  carious  coincidence,  if  nothing  more,  and  even  to  tboae  who  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  attaching  much  importance  to  the  signification  of  names,  may 
seem  worthy  of  this  passing  notice,  that  the  appellation  of  ^*  Panmota,*'  bestow- 
ed bj  the  natives  upon  the  extensive  group  of  lagoon  islands  to  the  eastward  of 
Tahiti,  is  compounded  of  <*  Pau^'"  lost  or  passed  away,  and  ^*  Motu,'*  an  island. 
They  have  also  an  ancient  tradition  that  all  this  region  was  once  high  land ; 
but  the  gods  being  angered  by  the  inhabitants,  caused  the  sea  to  rise  up  and 
overflow  it,  when  all  perished  but  one  chief  and  his  family,  who  were  saved  by 
escaping  to  the  top  of  Raiatoa,  an  island  a  few  leagues  to  the  northwest  of  Ta- 
hiti. From  these,  when  the  waters  partially  subsided,  the  islands  were  re* 
peopled.  Similar  traditions  are  extant  in  Samoa  and  Hawaii.  In  one  of  these 
the  story  is  precisely  that  pf  Deucalion  and  Pyrrha,  excepting  that  the  rescued 
pair  raised  up  a  new  race  by  scatterini;  cocoa-nuts  instead  of  stones  behind  them. 
I  mention  this  only  as  one  more  instance,  in  addition  to  those  already  well 
known,  of  the  widely  spread  if  not  universal  belief,  in  the  occurrence  of  a  del- 
uge  by  whieb  nearly  the  whole  of  inankind  mtrt  once  duitn^fd. 
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Such  we  may  consider  the  Tahitian,  Samoan  and  other 
groups  of  elevated  volcanic  islands  in  Southern  Polynesia,  in- 
terspersed among  which  are  occasionally  found  lagoon  islsinds 
also.  The  rocks  of  the  former  class,  from  New  Zealand  to 
Tahiti,  (and  I  might  include  most  of  the  Hawaiian  islands, 
two  thousand  four  hundred  miles  farther  north,)  are  so  near- 
ly alike  in  all  respects,  that  on  seeing  a  series  of  specimens 
from  each  group  placed  together,  any  mineralogist  ignorant 
of  the  fact  would  in  all  probability  decide  that  the  whole 
were  collected  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other.  Indeed, 
it  was  necessary  in  packing  specimens  collected  by  myself  of 
the  deeper  seated  rocks  of  South  New  Zealand,  Tahiti  and 
Kauai,  for  me  to  use  great  precaution  in  keeping  them  sepa- 
rate ;  as  if  once  mingled  it  would  have  been  impossible  from 
any  difference  of  character  to  identify  their  several  localities 
again.*  May  we  not  be  justified  then,  in  assuming  this  com- 
mon character  to  be  some  proof  of  a  common  age  as  well  as 
origin  for  those  islands,  and  an  indication  at  least,  that  though 
now  so  widely  separated,  there  was  a  period  when  they  were 
connected  together  in  a  grand  whole  ? 

It  may  perhaps  be  asked,  if  this  theory  of  subsidence  be 
well  founded  ;  why  is  it  that  the  original  shore  reef  does  not, 
instead  of  forming  a  lagoon,  present  a  flat  surface,  on  the  total 
submergence  of  the  land,  extending  over  the  whole  area  once 
occupied  by  this  latter  ?  But  this  could  not  possibly  occur 
unless  the  submerged  island  had  been  of  very  small  extent, 
and  rose  almost  perpendicularly  from  the  sea.  In  all  the 
shore  reefs  that  I  have  seen,  there  is  a  narrow  interval  of 
shallow  water  between  them  and  the  shore,  which  the  wash 
of  the  beach  renders  too  impure  and  turbid  for  the  growth  of 
the  coral  in  any  quantity.  This  space  would  be  continually 
widening  during  the  subsidence,  (even  were  the  lateral  in- 
crease of  the  coral  equal  to  that  upwards,  which  is  doubtful,) 
by  reason  of  the  recession  of  the  mountain  side  from  the  reef 
being  greater  than  its  perpendicular  descent.     Thus  if  we 

*  Thefe  specimens  are  now  deposited  in  the  new  Patent  Office  at  Washington, 
and)  as  I  learn,  are  open  to  public  inspection ;  so  that  any  one  may  there  easily 
cojivince  himself  of  the  truth  of  these  remarks. 
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suppose  the  face  of  the  mountain  to  have  presented  an  angle 
with  the  horizon  of  say  30^,  it  is  eyident  that  for  every 
foot  of  subsidence  there  would  have  happened  three  feet 
of  recession  from  the  reef's  original  limit.  By  the  time 
it  had  sunk  two  thousand  feet,  allowing  as  above,  the  lateral 
and  upward  growth  of  the  reef  to  be  equal  in  rate,  and  that 
rate  sufficient  to  maintain  it  at  its  primary  level,  a  channel 
would  thus  be  formed  four  thousand  feet  in  width,  I^etween 
reef  and  shore.  The  steeper  the  mountain,  the  narrower 
would  be  the  lagoon  formed  by  the  same  amount  of  subsi- 
dence ;  and  the  reverse. 

Now  this  difference  is  precisely  that  which  is  really  exhib- 
ited by  the  encircling  and  barrier  reefs,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  their  coasts.  In  the  abrupt  and  lofty  volcanic  islands 
of  Polynesia,  the  lagoons  seldom  exceed  three  fourths  of  a 
mile  or  a  mile  in  breadth,  while  on  the  gently  ascending 
coast  of  New  Holland,  the  reef  is  in  some  places  fifty  miles 
from  shore. 

I  shall  notice  at  present  but  one  more  feature  in  these 
lagoons,  which  is  their  small  depth,  in  comparison  with  what 
the  assumed  subsidence  would  at  the  first  glance  lead  us  to 
expect.  But  the  wash  from  the  beach,  which  in  every  in- 
stance under  my  observation,  spite  of  the  protection  afforded 
by  an  outlying  reef,  was  very  Considerable  ;  and  the  detritrus 
of  the  reef  itself,  together  with  the  alluvium  deposited  by 
streams,  would  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  bed  of  the  lagoon 
very  materially.  If  in  addition  to  this  we  suppose,  what  may 
well  have  been  the  case,  that  there  were  intervals  of  time 
during  which  the  land  was  stationary,  while  these  causes  con- 
tinued in  full  operation,  or  that  any  considerable  time  has 
elapsed  since  a  cessation  of  the  subsidence,  there  is  no  longer 
any  difficulty  in  accounting  for  this  comparative  shallowness 
of  the  lagoons. 

As  the  general  character  and  aspect  of  the  low  coral  islands 
is  not  very  clearly  understood  by  some  of  our  number,  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  venturing  to  occupy  a  few  moments  in  a 
hasty  sketch  of  their  structure.  This  seems  the  more  called 
for,  because  in  the  recent  course  of  Lectures  delivered  for  the 

II 
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Lowell  InstitutOi  in  this  city,  by  that  eminent  Geok^ist,  ProC 
Charles  Lyell,  a  part  of  his  language,  while  describing  theie 
Paumotus  or  Attols,  was  calculated  to  mislead  many  of  his  aa- 
dience  as  to  their  general  configuration.  He  invariably  spoke 
of  them  as  "  circular,"  "  annular,"  or  '<  ring-shaped,"  and  they 
were  so  represented  in  the  drawings  illustrative  of  his  re- 
marks. Indeed,  the  question  has  since  been  more  than  once 
put  to  me,  how  was  this  uniformity  of  outline  to  be  acoounted 
for,  unless  the  reefs  really  were  based  on  submarine  craters? 

But  so  far  from  this  particular  shape  being  the  constant  ot 
even  most  frequent  one,  it  is  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence, 
at  least  in  the  Polynesian  seas.  The  most  ordinary  form  is 
that  of  a  short  bow,  crescent,  or  horseshoe ;  the  convex  side 
facing  different  points  of  the  compass  in  different  islands.  In 
those  of  the  Dangerous  Archipelago,  a  very  common  figure  is 
a  long,  narrow,  sinuous  ellipsis.  This,  indeed,  is  the  config- 
uration one  might  expect  a  group  of  these  Paumotus  to 
assume,  following  that  of  the  pre-existent  ridges  whose  site 
they  occupy. 

Unassisted  by  plans  or  sections,  it  is  not  easy  for  the  mind 
to  follow  out  the  appearances  that  would  be  presented  by  a 
mountainous  tract  surrounded  by  a  shore  reef,  during  its 
transition  to  the  lagoon  formation.  Nevertheless  some  notion 
of  this  may  be  formed,  if  we  imagine  to  ourselves  an  island 
like  Tahiti  or  Eimeo,  or  some  of  those  in  Samoa,  consisting 
of  a  number  of  central  conical  peaks,  (some  of  them  crater- 
iferous,)  from  which  diverge  in  all  directioas,  sharp  ridges 
having  upon  them,  here  and  there,  hills  sometimes  several 
hundred  feet  high  —  these  ridges  intersected  by  profound 
ravines,  whose  walls  frequently  present  a  precipice  of  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  feet  elevation — and  the  ravines 
sometimes  barred  by  a  transverse  ridge,  perhaps  a  portion 
of  the  mountain,  which  has  fallen  down,  so  as  to  give  the 
space  between  the  barrier  and  the  head  of  the  chasm  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  long,  narrow,  and  deep  pit  or  trench. 

The  stupendous  ravines  which  separate  the  lateral  ridges  of 
the  central  chains,  form  such  a  remarkable  featiure  in  all  the 
volcanic  islands  of  Polynesia,  that  iKe^  ^(^xxi  xo  xsv^  ^\i\\>^»l 
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to  something  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice  of  their  exist- 
ence. They  may  bo  divided  into  three  classes.  The  most 
common  and  extensive  is  that  descending  from  the  base  of 
the  central  ridge,  where  it  is  often  so  narrow  that  a  person 
may  spring  across  with  ease,  to  the  sea  shore,  where  it  gradu- 
ally widens  into  a  plain  of  a  mile  or  more  in  breadth^  and 
constitutes  the  most  fertile  and  valuable  portion  of  the  soil. 
The  ravines  of  this  character  are  in  general  the  bed  of 
streams,  fed  by  mountain  torrents  and  cascades,  of  \)vhich  I 
have  counted  eleven  from  one  point  of  view,  having  a  fall  of 
from  two  hundred  to  twelve  hundred  feet,  and  gUttering  like 
so  many  veins  of  burnished  silver,  on  the  black  face  of  the 
volcanic  rock.  They  are  bounded  on  each  side  by  steep  and 
frequently  inaccessible  walls,  every  crevice  and  ledge  of 
which  is  clothed  with  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation,  and  are 
generally  terminated  at  their  upper  extremity  by  the  central 
mountain,  which  rises  in  a  perpendicular  barrier  of  occasion- 
ally two  thousand  feet  elevation.  The  only  way  in  which 
these  central  peaks  can  be  reached,  is  by  following  up  the 
securiform  lateral  ridges,  and  even  this  method  is  not  always 
practicable,  on  account  of  the  steep  and  lofty  cliflfs  that  rise 
from  their  summits,  and  frown  a  stern  denial  to  all  further 
progress. 

It  is  on  the  plains  at  the  termination  of  these  ravines,  that 
the  villages  of  the  natives  are  usually  situated,  and  the 
voyager  who  has  coasted  the  shores  of  Tahiti,  can  never  for- 
get the  Eden  beauty  of  some  of  these  spots.  The  groves  of 
orange,  whose  golden  fruitage  and  snowy  blossoms  gleam 
star-like  from  a  mass  of  dark  verdure  ;  the  intermingling  of 
the  tall  cocoa's  graceful,  plumelike  crest  of  drooping  foliage  ; 
the  lofty  and  wide  spreading  Vi,  (Spondias  dulds,)  and  Bar- 
ringtonia,  ( J3.  speciosa,)  the  rich  hues  of  the  bread  fruit  tree  ; 
the  deep  shining  green  of  the  broad,  bannery  leaves  of  the 
plantain  ;  the  Hibiscus,  with  its  large,  gay  blossoms  of  orange 
and  crimson ;  the  coral  tree,  {Erythrina  corallodendron^)  one 
dazzling  mass  of  scarlet  flowers  ;  with  a  little  wilderness  of 
limes,  guavas,  and  other  trees  pecuHar  to  these  climes — ^the 
picturesque  cabins,  peering  out  here  atvd  tVv&x^  ttoicv  \.\\^  d^w^ 


in  the  Pacific,  tfc,  85 

vegetation — ^the  wild  and  gloomy  ravines  in  the  rear,  lighted 
up  in  spots  by  sparkling  waterfalls ;  and  in  the  remote  back- 
ground, the  fantastic  pinnacles  of  the  grandly  broken  moun- 
tains, towering  up  in  clear  relief  against  the  soft  blue  tropical 
sky — all  these  combine  to  form  a  picture  of  such  transcendant 
loveliness  as  can  be  scarcely  equalled  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

The  second  class  of  ravines  is  often  not  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  first,  where  it  opens  on  the  coast,  but  at  some  dis- 
tance inland  it  contracts  to  a  very  narrow  gorge,  of  varying 
extent,  which  again  opens  suddenly  into  a  sort  of  circus,  oc- 
casionally eight  or  ten  miles  in  compass,  but  usually  from  an 
eighth  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  diameter,  surrounded, 
except  at  the  outlet,  by  a  lofty  and  precipitous  escarpment,  so 
as  to  present  exactly  the  aspect  of  a  crater  whose  walls  have 
been  riven  asunder  by  some  violent  convulsion.  This  structure 
of  the  ravines  is  of  more  common  occurrence  in  the  Samoan 
and  Hawaiian  Islands,  than  at  Tahiti.  They  are  sometimes 
dry  at  bottom,  but  more  frequently  form  the  basins  of  streams, 
which,  flowing  through  a  tract  of  table  land  above,  throw 
themselves  over  a  precipice  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  feet 
in  height,  and  pass  out  through  the  narrow  gorge. to  the  sea. 
At  Upolu  there  is  a  fine  instance  of  this,  in  the  cataract  of 
Yainafa,  or  "  the  broken  water."  The  river,  about  seventy 
feet  wide,  and  four  deep  just  above  the  pitch,  falls  in  three 
sheets  about  two  hundred  feet,  into  an  oval  basin,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  in  circuit,  from  which  it  escapes  between 
two  high  clifls,  not  above  twenty  yards  asunder. 

In  the  following  cut  it  is  attempted  by  different  lines,  to 
exhibit  at  one  view  four  distinct  sections  of  this  class  of 
ravine,  to  show  the  character  of  its  terminating  circus. 

a.  Natural  section  presented  at  the  falls. 

h,  b.  Imaginary  transverse  section  at  forty  yards  below  them.  The  dotted 
carve  line  crossing  b  near  the  bottom,  represents  a  large  ezcaTation,  worn  by 
the  spray  at  the  foot  of  the  falls. 

e,  c.  Similar  section  at  widest  part  of  circus,  about  one  hundred  and  fiAy 
yards  below  the  falls. 

d.  d.  d.  d.    Do.  at  the  gorge  where  the  river  enters  it  from  the  basin. 
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Th«  gorga,  trliiEh  in  ihii  ioiUiice  ma;  pOMiUj  bsTB  bean  (oniMd  bj  lb* 
racHiion  of  lbs  ftlli,  exiendi  almoM  thrM-fbnilb*  of  a  aiile,  and  ihca  giada- 
allj  nideu  ioto  a  common  vajlajr,  Mrmioatiim  Mtward  ui  a  broMi  plaio. 
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At  Hilo,  on  the  Island  of  Hawtui,  there  is  a  very  beautiful 
miniature  ravine  of  this  class,  at  the  cascade  of  Waianuenue, 
("  the  water  of  the  rainbow,")  and  there  are  grand  examidei 
of  it  in  the  falls  of  Wailua  and  Hanap^p^  in  the  idand  ot 
Eauai,  especially  in  the  latter,  which  pitch  down  full  five 
hundred  feet,  into  a  circular  basin  about  one  thousand  feet 
round,  hemmed  in  by  walls  of  alternately  columnar  and  strati- 
fied lava,  the  only  break  in  which  is  the  narrow  outlet  for  the 
stream.  If  we  imagine  the  rapids  of  Lake  Erie  to  be  a  plain, 
girt  with  lofty  mountains,  with  the  Niagara  flowing  through  it, 
and  this  latter  narrowed  below  the  falls  to  one-fourth  its  pres- 
ent width,  we  shall  have  a  very  good  idea  of  the  ravine  under 
consideration.  Of  those  similar  in  form,  but  having  no  stream 
of  water,  there  is  a  fine  ezemplificatioa  in  the  great  amphi- 
theatre at  the  head  of  the  Nuuanu  valley,  in  Oahu.  They 
are  also  to  be  seen  in  full  perfection,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
ridge  of  Konahuanui,  between  the  Pali,  or  precipice  of 
Nuuanu,  and  Kualoa.  There  is  one  near  Waiabole,  described 
by  the  late  Meredith  Gairdner,  M.  D.  (in  a. "  StoxOcvQl  QisSK^i' 
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published  ia  the  Hawaiian  Spectator,)  as  ^^very  remarkable 
iot  its  great  depth  and  narrowness ;  resembling  exactly  the 
section  of  an  immense  chimney,  rising  from  the  heart  of  the 
mountain  ;  an  effect  which  is  heightened  by  the  black  color 
of  the  rocks." 

If  we  picture  in  our  minds  a  ravine  of  this  description, 
having  a  barrier  across  the  narrow  gorge  or  outlet,  we  shall 
then  have  an  accurate  conception  of  the  structure  of  the  third 
class.  Although  this  doubtless  exists  in  the  other  islands,  I 
only  met  with  it  at  Tahiti.  There  is  one  example  of  it  in 
the  mountain  lake  of  Waihiria,  at  the  head  of  the  Waihara 
valley.  North  of  Mairapehi.  This  lake  is  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred feet  above  sea  level,  three«fourths  of  a  mile  in  circuit, 
and  ninety  feet  deep,  bounded  on  all  sides  except  the  south- 
em  by  a  wall  of  rock  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred 
feet  high.  To  the  South  it  is  dammed  up  by  a  barrier  of 
inconsiderable  height  on  the  lake  side,  but  on  the  other  de- 
scending several  hundred  feet  to  the  valley,  and  apparently 
formed  by  the  crumbling  down  of  a  large  body  of  rock  from 
the  Western  ridge.  This  is  the  same  lake  referred  to  by 
Beechy,  Tyerman  and  Bennet,  and  others,  and  prior  to  our 
visit  was  believed  by  the  natives  to  be  unfathomable.  There 
is  a  similar  pit,  except  that  it  has  only  a  small  stream  at 
the  bottom,  discharging  itself  by  some  crevice,  between  two 
of  the  lateral  ridges  of  Waritiva.  With  great  difficulty  and 
some  risk,  I  descended  perhaps  twelve  hundred  feet  into  this 
ravine,  near  its  commencement,  thinking  to  find  an  easier 
path  to  the  shore  ;  but  after  scrambling  and  wading,  for  near- 
ly a  couple  of  miles,  was  to  my  vexation  arrested  by  a  naked 
wall  of  lava,  several  hundred  feet  high,  which  nothing  but  a 
bird  or  a  lizard  could  scale.  I  was  thus  compelled  to  retrace 
my  steps,  and  toil  up  once  more  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  My 
guide  informed  me  that  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  valley  of 
Atehuru,  leading  from  Matavai  to  the  foot  of  Orohena,  there 
were  several  of  these  barred  ravines  of  less  extent. 
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■xcTiOH  or  A  KATinx  ci«bed  at  both  ixTaKMiTiKB,  iir    okk  or  na 

TALLIBS     ■.DflHIHO   FKON    THE     COAiT   TO     THC   BASB   Or    WAHITITA,  U 
TAHITI. 


a.  a.  a.  Longitadinal  Mction  of  Ihr  rAvine. 

t.  (.Strap  liliral  ridge,  ruing  loB  height  of  two  (hau rand  feat. 

Th«  mountiini  in  oullina,  are  rrom  6Ta  to  aight  thouund  feet  bi^. 

It  is  difficult,  satisfactorily,  to  account  for  these  Biiigul&r 
chasms.  That  at  Waihiria  may  indeed  have  been  produced 
by  a  landslip  blocking  up  the  valley,  but  the  one  last  men- 
tioned would  rather  appear,  were  it  not  for  the  perpendicular- 
ity of  its  tenninal  walls,  to  have  arisen  from  a  confluence  of 
the  two  great  lava  streams  forming  the  lateral  ridges,  as  the 
rocks  are  on  all  sides  in  a  normal  position  and  of  uniform 
structure.  Or  they  may  be  owing  to  a  sudden  sinking  in  of 
tlie  crust  at  the  time  when  the  subterranean  fires  were  in  ac- 
tivity. Pits,  very  similar  to  them,  but  of  less  extent,  are  of 
quite  frequent  occurrence  on  the  black  ledge  of  lava  surround- 
ing the  crater  of  Kilauea.  The  second  class  of  ravines  may, 
I  think,  generally  be  referred  to  ancient  craters,  one  side  of 
which  has  been  rent  apart  by  earthquakes.  lu  ihetr  situa- 
tions and  outline,  in  the  uniform  perpendicularity  of  their 
parietes,  and  the  suh-coliimnar  structure  of  the  lava  compo- 
sing them,  they  correspond  exactly  to  the  craters  of  the  table 
laud  of  Mauna  Loa.  In  fact,  not  many  years  ago,  during  a 
sharp  earthquake,  a  similar  outlet,  since  filled  up  near  its  com- 
mencement by  subsequent  overflowings  of  the  lava,  was 
produced  on  (he  S.  W.  side  of  vVic  gteaXcvTAM  ol  ^'^■wie.'a.  oi 
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Ea  lua  Pele,  and  extended  if  I  remember  aright,  some  seven 
or  eight  leagues  to  the  coast. 

But  to  return  from  this  long  digression,  to  the  subject  more 
immediately  under  consideration. 

It  is  obvious  that  as  the  land  sinks,  and  the  water  reaches 
the  base  of  any  ridge,  barrier,  or  mount,  a  shore  reef  may  be 
formed  upon  or  around  it,  which,  if  the  subsidence  continues, 
will,  from  the  operation  of  causes  already  explained,  be 
gradually  converted  into  an  encircling  or  outlying  one.  There 
will  naturally  be  intervening  channels,  in  place  of  some  of 
the  ravines,  while  on  those  of  a  trench-like  character  and  upon 
the  ruins  of  ancient  craters,  will  form  lagoon  reefs,  and  on  the 
whole  being  overflown,  there  will  thus .  be  formed  a  group  of 
lagoons  varying  in  size  s^nd  configuration,  according  as  they 
rest  upon  a  sunken  crater,  a  ridge,  or  one  of  the  trench-like 
ravines,  and  surrounded  by  a  common  reef,  which  is  traversed 
at  intervals,  as  in  its  primary  state,  by  passages  of  various 
breadth  and  depth.  And  such,  on  a  large  scale,  as  I  have  be- 
fore observed,  is  the  a{)pearance  presented  by  the  Paumotu 
groups  and  dangerous  archipelago^  of  Polynesia. 

Although  the  seaward  side  of  the  reefs  encircling  these, 
has  been  described  as  rising  in  a  perpendicular  wall,  yet  it 
must  not  be  understood,  that  by  thi3  it  is  meant,  that  we  lit- 
erally step  from  an  unfathomable  ocean,  upon  the  upper  sur- 
face of  a  reef.  They  present  a  succession  of  terraces  or 
plateaus,  the  outer  having  sometimes  twelve  or  fifteen 
fathoms  ;  and  in  one  instance,  that  of  Bellinghausen's  Island, 
twentyeight  fathoms  of  water  was  found  upon  it.  This  low- 
est plateau  is  of  variable  breadth,  but  I  think  seldom  exceeds 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  declines  somewhat  rapidly  sea- 
ward, and  apparently  projects  beyond  the  wall  like  a  shelf,  as 
I  have  known  the  lead  to  fall  from  twelve  fathoms  on  it,  to 
two  hundred  and  no  bottom,  within  a  distance  of  about  ten 
yards. 

These  terraces  become,  as  they  recede  from  the  sea,  nar- 
rower and  shoaler,  presenting  a  like  declination  with  the  low- 
est, and  having  at  their  extremity  an  abrupt  descent  of  several 
feet    The  highest,  or  last  formed,  differs  in  its  margin  forming 
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a  sort  of  steep  talus  extending  to  the  next  below  it ;  and  al- 
lowing for  inequalities  in  the  growth  of  the  corals,  offers  a 
dead  level  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
broad,  terminating  for  the  most  part  at  the  fragmentary  beach, 
and  often  having  less  than  a  foot  of  water  upon  it  at  low  tide, 
except  in  the  numerous  hollows  and  gullies. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  succession  of  terraces  was 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  surf,  which  breaks  heaviest,  and  of 
course  tears  off*  the  largest  masses,  upon  the  extreme  edge  of 
the  plateau  ;  that  when  this  has  proceeded  so  far  as  to  weaken 
in  a  measure  the  force  of  the  rollers,  a  less  powerful  surf 
breaking  against  the  inner  wall  thus  formed,  will  in  time 
form  a  second  terrace,  and  then  a  third,  or  even  a  fourth, 
though  this  is  perhaps  rare,  before  it  spreads  harmlessly  over 
the  broad  upper  shelf.  Yet  although  the  sea  acts  with  great 
force  in  abrading  the  reef,  I  doubt  much  whether  it  can  have 
produced  such  results  as  these.  It  would  be  more  likely  to 
cause  a  long  uniform  slope,  from  the  farthest  limit  of  the 
breakers,  to  their  origin  at  the  margin  of  the  reef. 

It  is  more  in  accordance  with  appearances  to  suppose  that 
such  a  slope  once  jeally  existed,  and  that  the  reef  subsequent- 
ly sunk  so  low  as  to  prevent  the  growth  of  the  coral  on  this 
inclined  plane  beyond  a  certain  line.  There  may  then  have 
ensued  an  interval  during  which  the  reef  was  stationary, 
when  the  polypes  would  naturally  build  upwEurds  from  the 
depth  suited  to  their  habits,  and  in  time  raise  it  to  its  former 
level,  thus  forming  the  lowest  wall,  while  the  dead  reef  be- 
yond constituted  the  lowest  terrace.  A  second  inclined  plane 
would  be  produced  by  the  abrasive  action  of  the  surf,  and  a 
second  or  third  period  of  sinking,  followed  by  one  of  rest  and 
re-elevation,  would  give  the  outer  portion  of  the  reefs  that 
peculiar  conformation  which  they  at  present  exhibit. 

It  is  upon  the  lower  terraces  aud  margin  of  the  upper  one, 
that  the  corals  are  found  in  their  greatest  variety,  and  exhibit 
the  richest  hues.  Clusters  of  orange,  violet,  crimson,  green 
of  every  shade,  purple,  blue  and  yellow,  are  intermingled  in 
gay  confusion,  and  with  a  brilliance  yet  softness  of  coloration 
of  which  pen  or  pencil  can  give  but  a  faiul  idea.    NWvexv  ^\sx 
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passing  over  them,  I  could  compare  their  appearance  to  noth- 
ing but  a  pavement  thickly  strewn  with  bouquets  of  beautiful 
flowers. 

At  a  depth  of  three  or  four  fathoms,  the  forms  were  as  man- 
ifold as  their  coloration,  some  branching  Uke  beautiful  shrub- 
bery, others  spreading  out  like  the  most  delicate  mosses,  and 
others  again  resembling  beds  of  saffron,  or  daisies  and  ama- 
ranths, while  in  and  out  of,  above  and  between  the  thickets 
of  these  Neptunian  gardens,  sported  thousands  of  splendidly 
colored  fishes,  from  not  more  than  an  inch  to  two  or  three 
foet  in  length.  A  large  bright  scarlet  Diacope  (2>.  Tiea,  Les- 
son) a  Julis  about  a  foot  long,  of  a  rich  bluish  green,  marked 
with  blood  red  bands  crossing  the  back  to  the  lateral  line,  and 
intersected  by  others  extending  from  the  opercles  to  the  tail, 
(/.  qiuidricolor,  Less.)  Serrani,  Scari,  Glyphisodons,  Chaeto- 
dons,  Balistes  and  Holocentri,  all  richly  adorned,  were  some 
of  the  most  conspicuous  in  the  bright  array.  The  water  was 
so  transparent  that  the  smallest  object  on  the  bottom  could  be 
seen  as  distinctly  as  if  it  were  not  three  feet  from  the  surface  ; 
and  gazing  down  upon  the  beautiful  creatures  that  tenanted 
these  coral  groves,  like  Coleridge's  "Ancient  Marinere,"  "I 
blessed  them  unawares"  —  although  the  next  moment  I  could 
not  avoid  wishing  to  coax  them  into  my  net.  As  a  drawback 
however,  upon  all  this  beauty,  silently  but  swiftly,  near  the 
surface,  glided  in  shoals,  the  spectral  and  malignant,  "raven* 
ing  salt  sea  shark,"  reminding  one  of  satan's  intrusion  of  his 
hateful  presence  amid  the  bowers  of  Paradise.  So  fierce  were 
these  tigers  of  the  deep,  that  they  repeatedly  seized  hold  of 
the  oars  as  we  pulled  toward  the  reef  ,•  rendering  the  attempt 
to  reach  by  swimming  (often  the  only  chance)  a  coast  thus 
sentinelled,  rather  a  hazardous  affair. 

The  solid,  massive  and  encrusting  genera  of  corals  which 
enter  most  largely  into  the  composition  of  the  reefs,  appear  to 
flourish  best  in  exposed  situations  and  violently  agitated  wa- 
ters. On  the  upper  plateau  the  coral  has  generally  a  stunted, 
dwarfish  appearance,  and  the  branching  genera  predominate 
over  the  more  showy  Astraeas.  Near  its  edge,  and  lining  the 
crevices,  certain  Goniopores,  Pontes  and   Pavonias,  spread 
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themselves  in  thin  lamellsB ,-  but  these  gradually  disappear  as 
we  recede  from  the  surf,  and  finally  abandon  the  field  almost 
entirely  to  the  Madrepores.  Ill  calculated,  however,  by  rea- 
son  of  their  fragility,  to  withstand  the  force  of  the  breakers 
that  occasionally  roll  over  the  whole  ledge,  even  these  latter 
are  only  found  in  small  detached  clusters,  principally  in  the 
little  sandy  pools  and  cavities  which  are  scattered  over  the 
surface,  their  greatest  luxuriance  being  displayed  in  the  clear, 
tranquil  waters  of  the  lagoon,  where  they  form  submarine 
thickets  of  great  beauty,  many  yards  in  extent. 

The  major  jwrtion  of  the  plateau  is  encrusted  by  Nulliporse 
and  a  laminar  deposition  of  carbonate  of  lime.  In  this  are 
imbedded  multitudes  of  Tridacna),  the  edges  of  whose  man- 
tles, as  shown  by  the  gaping  of  the  shell,  are  so  gorgeously 
colored,  that  a  correct  representation  of  them  would  certainly 
be  thought  exaggerated  by  one  who  had  not  seen  the  originals. 
The  varieties  in  this  respect  are  very  numerous,  but  the  most 
common  are  a  deep  vivid  ultramarine  blue  or  green,  with  dark 
orange,  purple  or  golden  ocellatioiis  and  wavy  lines  inter- 
spersed.    The  marginal  papillae  are  similarly  ornamented. 

The  Tridacna)  appear  like  the  Pholades,  Lithodomi,  &c.,  to 
secrete  a  peculiar  acid,  enabling  them  to  perforate  calcareous 
rocks,  since,  diiSering  altogether  in  this  from  the  shells  imbed- 
ded in  branching  corals,  the  situation  in  which  they  were  gen- 
erally found,  was  not  caused  by  the  growth  around  them  of 
the  polyparia,  nor  by  the  deposition  of  calcareous  matter. 
This  was  evident  at  once,  from  their  being  in  some  cases  im- 
bedded in  small  clusters  or  masses  of  coral,  which  were  cut 
tlu-ough  by  them  in  such  a  maimer  that  the  parietes  of  the 
cavity  exhibited  sections  of  the  polyparia,  transverse,  vertical 
or  oblique,  just  as  the  Tridacna  chanced  to  have  worn  its  hole. 
I  have  seen  the  base  of  large  Madrepores,  cut  in  this  way,  at 
the  origin  of  the  branches,  so  that  the  upper  portion  of  a 
branch  was  on  one  side  of  the  shell  and  the  lower  on  the 
other.  The  cavity  is  usually  worn  quite  smooth,  and  fits 
closely  to  the  shell,  there  being  often  but  just  space  left  at  the 
surface  for  the  valves  to  open  about  half  an  inch.  They  bury 
themselves,  beaks  downward,  and  the  basaX  m^i%\tv%  cA  vVx% 


in  the  Pacific,  4rc.  93 

valves  parallel  with  the  surface — adhering  very  strongly  by 
a  coarse  comeo-fibrous  prolongation  of  muscle.  It  differs 
somewhat  from  the  byssus,  properly  so  called,  of  the  Mytil- 
acea,  which  is  produced  at  pleasure  by  the  animal,  may  be 
torn  away  without  injury  to  it,  and  terminates  in  a  sort  of 
receptacle  at  the  base  of  the  foot.  Here  the  fibreis  proceed 
from  a  thick,  conical,  tendinous  mass,  and  though  I  have  rea^ 
son  to  believe  the  animal  has  the  power  of  detaching  itself, 
yet  when  it  was  attempted  to  pull  one  away  from  the  rock, 
in  almost  every  case,  the  whole  muscle  was  torn  from  the 
body,  inflicting  a  fatal  wound.  I  have  often  pulled  them  off 
in  this  way  and  left  them  on  the  reef,  to  see  if  they  would 
re-produce  the  byssus,  but  always  found  them  dead  the  next 
day.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  the  Tridacna,  when  im- 
moveably  imbedded,  should  continue  to  moor  by  as  strong  a 
cable,  as  when  free  upon  the  surface  it  is  exposed  to  the  rude 
assaults  of  the  breakers.  The  manner  in  which  they  become 
thus  buried,  seemed  to  require  a  word  of  explanation,  because 
this  condition  has  been  considered  a  proof  of  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  coral,  which  it  was  imagined  had  thus  covered 
the  shell  subsequent  to  its  attainment  of  full  size,  yet  during 
the  animal^s  life. 

On  all  parts  of  the  reef,  Crustacea  and  Eichinodermata  are 
met  with  in  astonishing  numbers  and  Variety.  The  Mollusca 
generally  speaking,  are  less  abundant  as  a  whole.  The  pools 
and  gullies  literally  seem  alive  with  beautifully  painted  fishes, 
a  bare  enumeration  of  whose  genera  would  almost  fill  a  page. 
Among  these  a  large  spotted  Muraena  was  conspicuous  for  its 
fierceness  not  less  than  size.  It  lurked  under  stones  or  in 
crevices,  and  when  molested,  instead  of  retreating,  darted 
directly  at  the  intruder,  and  unless  promptly  avoided,  inflicted 
a  most  formidable  bite.  It  moved  with  exceeding  rapidity, 
sometimes  scuttling  over  the  coral,  sometimes  making  a  suc- 
cession of  horizontal  leaps  from  the  water,  of  a  couple  of  yards' 
length.  I  have  seen,  at  the  attack  of  one,  a  whole  boat's 
crew  flying  in  terror,  who  would  fearleissly  chase  the  numer* 
ous  sharks  infesting  the  edges  of  the  reefs  and  lagoons,  till  up 
to  their  breast  in  the  water. 
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Scattered  along  the  plateau  are  fragments  of  greatly  vary- 
ing size,  thrown  up  by  the  surf,  some  loose,  and  affording 
shelter  to  a  multitude  of  small  fish,  Crustacea,  &,c.  ;  others 
forming  tabular  masses  of  such  magnitude  as  to  render  it  al- 
most incredible  that  any  wave  could  be  sufficiently  powerful 
to  tear  them  off  and  transport  them  to  their  present  locality. 
They  constitute  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the 
surface  reef  at  several  islands.  I  have  seen  it  for  miles  lined 
with  these  nuclei  of  future  ridges,  from  a  yard  square,  to  thirty 
or  forty  feet  long  by  four  or  five  broad,  and  averaging  three 
and  a  half  in  height.  Their  lower  portion  is  worn  by  the 
water  so  as  to  cause  the  smaller  blocks  to  assume  a  variety  of 
fantastic  shapes.  By  the  percolation  and  infiltration  of  water 
charged  with  carbonate  of  lime,  these  masses  are  in  general 
firmly  cemented  to  the  subjacent  coral,  and  converted  into  a 
very  solid  limestone,  called  by  seamen,  "  reef-rock,"  in  which 
the  original  cellular  structure  is  sometimes  almost  obliterated. 
This  reef-rock  appeared  to  be  the  basis  of  the  elevated  belt 
between  the  lagoon  and  sea,  in  almost  every  Paumotu  that  I 
examined.  I  shall  refer  to  these  erratic  blocks  again,  under 
the  head  of  re-elevation. 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  the  plateau  or  surface  reef,  instead 
of  extending  quite  to  the  beach  of  coral  sand,  is  separated 
from  it  by  a  strip  of  smooth  coralline  limestone,  apparently 
formed  by  cementation  of  the  finer  detritus,  dipping  from  6^ 
to  7®  seaward,  and  from  ten  to  fifty  or  sixty  yards  wide.  A 
peculiar  character  in  these  belts,  is  the  fissures,  which  from 
one-eighth  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  wide,  run  nearly  paral- 
lel with  the  beach  for  one  hundred  rods  together,  and  some- 
times cross  them  at  very  large  angles  with  it.  There  are 
similar  formations  along  the  North  coast  of  Tutuila,  one  of  the 
Samoan  Group,  and  in  its  harbor,  Paugopango.  They  also 
occur,  but  of  coarser  texture,  on  the  East  coast  of  Kauai,  near 
Wailua,  where  they  arc  from  eight  inches  to  two  feet  in 
thickness,  and  are  frequently  quarried  for  building  materials, 
such  as  foundations,  door-stones,  &c. 

To  this  limestone  shelf,  or  the  surface  reef,  as  the  case  may 
be,  succeeds  a  narrow  and  rather  steep  coral  saud  beach^  be- 
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yond  which  rises  the  fragmentary  ridge,  composed  of  large 
blocks  of  reef-rock,  havmg  their  interstices  filled  with  a  rub- 
ble consisting  of  small  fragments  of  coral,  shells,  and  Echini, 
cemented  together  so  firmly  as  to  require  a  smart  hammer- 
stroke  for  their  separation.     It  has  an  elevation  of  from  three 
to  ten  feet,  and  varies  in  width,  even  on  the  same  island,  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  to  one  thousand  yards.     It  is 
highest  on  its  seaward  side,  where  it  rises  somewhat  abruptly, 
but  shelves  very  gmdually  towards  the  low,  sandy  shores  of 
the  lagoon.     There  is  rarely  much  vegetation  till  the  summit 
is  crossed,  but  thence  inland  it  frequently  flourishes  luxuri- 
antly to  the  very  brink  of  the  water.     This  elevated  tract 
seldom  if  ever  entirely  surrounds  the  lagoon.     I  do  not  re- 
member having  seen  a  single  Paumotu,  which  had  not,  on 
one  side,  a  considerable  space  of  low,  naked  reef,  or  detached 
masses  of  rock,  over  and  between  which,  the  sea  at  high 
water  broke  into  the  lagoon.     At  Raraka,  on  the  southern 
side,  to  the  westward  of  the  passage  between  this  and  the 
sea,  where  the  upper  plateau  is  rather  narrower  than  common, 
the  ridge  was  of  a  character  entirely  difierent  from  what 
was  observed  at  any  other  island,  being  mostly  a  heap  of 
loose  rubble,  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  and  perhaps  a  hundred 
yards  in  breadth  at  the  base,  nearly  as  steep  on  the  inland  as 
on  the  seaward  side,  and  destitute  of  any  trace  of  vegetation. 
Just  inside  of  this  ridge,  were  numerous  shallow  pools  of  salt 
water,  ebbing  and  flowing  with  the  tide,  and  abounding  in 
OphiuroB,  Cidarites,  Pistulariae  and  Actiniae.  ,  A  large  species 
of  Melampus  was  so  plentiful  among  the  fragments  at  the 
base  of  the  ridge,  that  it  could  be  collected  by  handfuls.    Be- 
yond the  pools  was  a  plain  of  coral,  which  I  estimated  to  be 
a  large  mile  across  to  the  lagoon,  but  had  no  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  it  by  actual  measurement.     It  appeared  to  have  a 
very  slight  ascent  from  the  sea,  and  was  tolerably  well  cloth- 
ed with  trees  and  shrubs,  though  the  species  were  few  in 
number.     A  few  cocoa-trees  only  were  seen,  and  those  had, 
as  the  inhabitants  (about  thirty  Chain  Islanders,  engaged  in 
collecting  pearl  shells,)  stated,  been  introduced  recently  by 
themselves. 


96  Couthouy  an  Coral  Formations 

Crossing  the  plain,  which  is  overrun  with  a  variety  of  bur- 
rowing Crustacea,  terrestrial  Paguri,  and  on  some  islands  a 
species  of  Birgus,  as  often  found  on  trees  as  among  stones  ; 
we  emerge  from  a  tangled  tliicket  upon  the  light  green  waters 
of  the  tranquil  lagoon.  This  of  course,  varies  greatly  in 
extent  and  depth,  and  not  less  in  the  character  of  its  bed. 
Some  have  the  appearance  of  being  very  shallow  throughout, 
the  water  being,  except  where  darkened  by  occasional  gullies, 
of  an  uniform  pale,  yet  brilliant  green  hue.  In  others,  there 
are  large  scrips  and  patches  toward  the  centre,  where  it  is 
nearly  as  blue  as  the  surrounding  ocean.  At  Aitoho,  one  of 
the  Disappointment  Islands,  the  whole  central  portion  of  the 
lagoon  is  of  this  latter  color,  as  if  it  were  very  deep,  although 
less  in  circuit  than  many  others.  From  the  beach  of  some,  I 
have  waded  out  for  a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  with  the  water 
deepening  almost  imperceptibly,  over  a  bottom  of  fine  sand, 
with  only  a  few  scattered  bunches  of  coral ;  while  in  others, 
their  bed  is  very  unequal,  full  of  large  and  deep  pits,  and 
traversed  by  gullies  several  fathoms  deep  and  from  ten  to 
three  hundred  yards  wide,  occasioned  probably  by  like  irreg- 
ularities in  the  submerged  land. 

At  Serle  Island,  and  several  other  Paumotus,  I  observed  at 
a  couple  of  miles  or  so  from  shore,  several  small  islets  and 
clumps  of  rock,  rising  above  the  surface  of  the  lagoon,  nearly 
as  much  as  its  bordering  ridge,  and  apparently  encircled  by 
water  much  deeper  than  the  average. 

It  would  have  been  exceedingly  interesting,  and  was  cer- 
tainly of  importance  in  arriving  at  a  correct  idea  of  the  struc- 
ture of  these  islands,  to  have  ascertained  the  composition  of 
such  islets ;  but  the  circumstances  in  which  I  was  placed, 
entirely  dependent  on  the  pleasure  of  those  in  whose  opinion 
such  objects  were  of  merely  secondary  consequence,  and  by 
whom  my  every  movement  was  limited  and  controlled,  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  me  to  make  an  examination  so  desira- 
ble. Should  they  hereafter  be  found  to  consist  of  volcanic 
rock,  they  would  establish  beyond  all  question  the  theory  of 
subsidence  first  advanced  by  Mr.  Darwin.  Should  they,  on 
the  contrary,  be  as  I  suspect,  of  coralline  fottivauotv^lhia  would 
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not  by  any  means,  as  I  conceive,  disprove  it,  but  rather  afford 
US  the  means  of  determining  with  some  degree  of  exactitude 
the  amount  of  re-elevation  that  has  taken  place  at  such  islands. 

I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Wilson,  of  Tahiti,  who  had 
long  resided  among  the  Hervey  Islands,  that  at  Mangaia, 
which  is  an  ancient  reef  elevated  nearly  three  hundred  feet, 
there  are  in  the  central  hollow  formerly  the  bed  of  the  lagoon, 
many  scattered  patches  of  coral  rock,  some  of  them  raised  to 
a  height  of  forty  feet.  At  a  certain  stage  of  the  elevatory 
process,  it  is  evident  that  these  patches  must  have  presented 
an  appearance  very  similar  to  the  lagoon  islets  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

So  far  from  the  beach  as  examined,  the  bottom  in  some 
lagoons  I  have  found  to  be  a  clean  coral  sand^  composed  of 
a  detritus  of  coral  and  shells,  but  in  most  instances  this 
was  covered  to  the  depth  of  a  foot  by  an  exceedingly  fine 
white  sedimentary  paste  or  ooze,  which  on  desiccation  had 
every  character  of  common  chalk,  except  in  being  much 
more  friable.  I  think  it  is  principally  formed  by  the  decom- 
position of  flexible  corallines  and  alcyonia,  and  the  softer 
Echinodermata,  such  as  Fistularia  and  its  congeners,  all  of 
which  abound  in  the  lagoons,  rather  than  from  that  of  corals 
proper.  It  may  also  partly  arise  from  the  excretions  of  certain 
fishes,  which  feed  occasionally  on  the  tender  extremities  of 
Madrepores,  as  readily  as  on  Crustacea,  Echini,  &c.  I  once 
collected  a  quantity  of'  these  corallines  and  kept  them  in  a 
jar  of  water  till  the  muscular  and  fibrous  portions  were  entire- 
ly decomposed,  when  an  impalpable  sediment  was  deposited| 
in  all  particulars  answering  to  that  obtained  from  the  lagoons. 

Not  least  among  the  phenomena  attracting  our  attention  in 
these  Paumotus,  are  the  channels  which  in  the  majority  of 
them  afford  a  passage  from  the  sea  into  the  lagoon.  There  is 
usually  but  one  of  any  consequence  at  each  island,  though 
there  are  rare  instances  of  the  occurrence  of  three  or  even 
four  at  different  points  of  the  reef.  They  are  almost  invaria- 
bly situated  in  the  leeward  reef,  but  there  are  occasional  ex- 
ceptions and  deviations  from  this  general  rule,  some  of  which 
will  be  specified  presently. 

13 
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These  outlets  are  by  some  persons  supposed  to  designate 
fissures  in  the  walls  of  submerged  craters,  refHresented  by  the 
lagoons.  If  we  admit,  however,  that  these  islands  have  been 
formed  by  the  process  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  describe 
in  this  communication,  such  an  explanation  is  rather  unsatis- 
factory, since  if  the  coral  began  to  grow  in  the  fissure  imme- 
diately upon  the  water  covering  it,  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  reef  should  not  reach  the  surface  there,  as  early  as  at  any 
other  point,  and  the  rent  thus  be  filled  up. 

In  his  lectures  for  the  Lowell  Institute,  Prof.  Lyell  expres- 
sed an  opinion,  that  these  channels  were  formed  at  a  period 
when  the  encircling  reef  was  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  sur- 
face of  the  ocean,  by  the  rapid  rush  of  the  ebb  over  the  lee- 
ward side  of  the  lagoon,  whose  waters  at  high  tide  were 
raised  considerably  above  sea  level  by  the  breakers  bursting 
into  it  from  the  windward  quarter.  The  passage,  he  argu- 
ed, once  thus  opened  by  the  water  forcing  its  way  out,  would 
ever  after  be  maintained  by  the  same  power. 

Now  this  might  possibly  have  occurred,  provided  the  rush 
of  waters  had  ever  been  directed  for  a  length  of  time  to  one 
particular  point.  But  if  the  surface  of  the  reef  was  in  times 
past,  as  it  now  is,  nearly  of  one  level  throughout,  which  there 
seems  no  reason  for  doubting,  it  is  evident  that  the  ebb  would, 
at  the  period  alluded  to  by  Prof.  Lyell,  set  equally  over  the 
whole  leeward  portion,  till  uniformity  of  level  between  the 
lagoon  and  sea,  was  restored  at  low  tide.  As  he  had  no  refer- 
ence either  in  his  descriptions  or  diagrams,  to  the  plateau 
which  I  have  described  as  extending  from  the  beach  to  some 
distance  seaward ;  but  rather  spoke  as  though  he  supposed  the 
whole  space  between  the  lagoon  and  surf  to  be  a  fragmentary 
ridge ;  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  when  he  spoke  of  the 
reef,  as  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  ocean  at  the 
period  when  the  passages  were  formed,  he  meant  that  this 
ridge  was  much  lower  then  than  at  present,  yet  sufficiently 
high  to  oppose  a  considerable  obstacle  to  the  efflux  of  the 
surplus  waters  of  the  lagoon  ;  or  in  other  words,  that  the  dif- 
ference of  level  between  the  sea  and  reef,  consisted  in  the 
latter  being  a  little  the  higher,  instead  of  as  vt  teally  is^  the 
lower  of  the  two.     If  it  was  in  fact  h\s  \4ea,  \V\b\  >Xv%\B%Q«Ci 
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had  once  been  girt  by  such  a  wall,  the  conclusion  was  not 
unreasonable  that  the  constant  pressure  of  the  water,  poured 
over  from  the  windward  side  of  the  reef,  would  eventually 
form  a  breach  in  the  weakest  portion  of  its  leeward  side.  But 
in  truth  such  a  condition  of  things  never  existed,  there  being 
in  most  Paumotus  to  the  present  day,  on  one  side  or  other,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  reef  where  there  is  no  ridge  to  bar 
the  escape  of  the  water  from  the  lagoon,  and  yet  a  passage  is 
foimd.  Nor,  as  I  have  said,  is  this  always  on  the  leeward 
side.  At  Raraka,  which  is  situated  in  the  full  strength  of 
the  south-east  trades,  it  is  on  the  southern,  or  windward  side. 
At  Clermont  Tonnerre,  and  Tooa,  the  westernmost  of  the 
Disappointment  Islands,  the  entrance,  if  any  exists,  must  be 
to  windward,  as  the  coast  in  that  direction  is  very  low  and 
broken,  and  none  was  discovered  in  running  down  the  lee 
shore.  At  Waterland  Island  the  opening  is  in  the  eastern  or 
weather  reef 

Moreover,  there  are  reefs,  like  that  of  Ocean  Island,  as  yet 
wholly  submerged,  save  in  two  or  three  small  spots,  which 
are  intersected  by  no  less  than  four  canals.  At  this  island, 
there  is  one  entrance  on  the  south-east  side,  and  three  about 
half  a  mile  apart  in  the  south-west  portion  of  the  reef.  In 
these  last,  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  depth  is  eight  or  ten 
feet  greater  than  that  of  the  lagoon,  and  therefore  could  not 
have  been  excavated  by  the  outward  rush  of  its  wafers,  as 
this  at  most  could  have  worn  a  passage  in  the  reef  to  the  level 
of  their  bed. 

On  the  other  hand,  at  Ait&ho,  the  eastern  Disappointment 
Island,  no  passage  was  met  with,  in  pulling  all  round  the  isl- 
and, although  portions  of  it  are  so  low,  that  the  surf  at  high 
water  must  break  heavily  into  the  lagoon.* 

At  Rose  Island,  where,  judging  from  the  drift  line  on  the 
beach,  there  is  a  rise  and  fall  of  about  five  feet,  the  entrance 
is  to  leeward,  and  the  same  at  Christmas  Island.  Through 
all  these  channels,  the  ebb  pours  out  with  great  velocity, 

*  Thif  peculiarity,  with  the  apparent  great  depth  of  itf  waters,  and  iU  circular 
outline,  render  it  poeeible  that  thii  lagoon  is  one  of  those  oecapjing  the  tile  of 
a  rabmeffMi  eiBt«r. 
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whether  they  are  on  the  windward  or  leeward  side,  the  water 
falling  into  them  from  the  lagoon  and  fringing  plateau,  so  as 
to  resemble  a  mill  race.*  At  Raraka,  six  stout  oarsmen,  in  a 
swift  whale-boat,  were  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour,  vainly  at- 
tempting to  enter  the  lagoon,  though  the  passage  was  not 
above  seventy  or  eighty  yards  in  length ;  and  finally  succeed- 
ed only  by  taking  an  eddy  pointed  out  by  the  natives.  The 
velocity  of  the  current  here  could  not  have  been  less  than  six 
or  seven  miles  an  hour,  and  it  was  not  greater  at  Rose  Island, 
where  the  entrance  is  on  the  opposite  side.  The  lagoon  of 
this  latter  is  however  of  comparatively  small  extent. 

But  rapid  as  it  is,  this  current  alone  does  not  account  for 
the  existence  of  such  channels.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  attrition  of  the  passing  water  would  suffice  to  prevent 
their  being  closed  or  filled  up  by  the  labors  of  the  poly^pes, 
when  we  see  these  flourishing  in  the  greatest  perfection  on 
the  margin  of  the  reef,  exposed  to  the  unceasing  and  far  more 
violent  action  of  the  surf,  which  is  continually  tearing  off 
large  masses  of  rock,  and  driving  them  toward  the  beach. 
And  were  we  at  first  sight  disposed  to  consider  their  formation 
the  result  of  the  powerful  tides,  a  closer  examination  would 
convince  us  of  error,  by  showing  that  in  no  portion  of  the 
reef  is  the  growth  of  the  encrusting  and  lamellar  corals  more 
profuse  than  upon  the  sides  (and  in  some  instances  the  bot- 
tom also,)  of  these  very  chaimels.  Even  the  more  fragile 
Madrepores  are  to  be  seen  there,  though  less  in  size  and  num- 
ber than  inside. 

The  tides  on  the  weather  side  of  Christmas  Island,  whirl 
round  it  with  frightful  rapidity,  so  that  it  is  highly  dangerous 
to  venture  into  them  with  a  boat.  The  surf  also,  on  this 
side,  runs  to  an  amazing  height,  especially  during  the  spring 
tides,  rising  sometimes,  like  that  of  Guam,  to  the  altitude  of 
twenty  feet,  before  it  bursts  upon  the  reef.  Yet  though  the 
extreme  edge  of  the  plateau  has  been  greatly  shattered  by 
these  tremendous  rollers,  the  polypes  are  no  where  more  in- 
dustrious or  numerous  than  just  inside  the  breakers. 

*  ChriBtmif  Island  is  an  exception  to  thii  rule,  the  ebb  current  lettinf  out 
modentelj,  owing  probtblj  to  th«  ahaUowneia  of  lVi«  \aum>ii^  %ikdxiuxMK»\  ii\^s^ 
of  tbm  jmmage§. 
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It  is  another  argument  against  the  probability  of  the  reef 
passages  being  produced  by  the  tides,  that  they  are  generally 
deepest  toward  the  outer  margin  of  the  reef,  where  the  cur- 
rent is  weakest,  and  shoal  gradually  as  we  approach  the 
lagoon,  near  whose  entrance  it  is  most  rapid.  Moreover,  no 
accumulation  of  water  would  be  likely  to  force  a  passage 
either  into  or  from  the  lagoon,  ihrcugh  the  reef,  against  wind 
and  sea,  or  even  aided  by  them,  when  it  could  without  diffi- 
culty flow  over  it  on  the  leeward  side,  till  the  waters  of  the 
lagoon  were  on  a  level  with  those  of  the  ocean.  Much  less 
should  we  expect  it  to  scoop  out  several  channels,  and  that 
too  on  both  sides  of  the  reef,  as  we  see  them  in  some  Paumo- 
tus.  At  Ocean  Island,  whose  lagoon  of  twentyfour  miles  in 
circuit,  has  no  less  than  four  entrances,  situated  as  shown  in 
the  accompanying  sketch ;  seven-eighths  of  the  reef  are,  even 
at  low  water,  overflowed  to  the  depth  of  ^two  feet  or  more. 

SKETCH   OP   OCEAN  ISLAND  AND   ESSF.* 


The  figures  represent  the  depth  of  water  in  fathome.  The  dotted  lines  inside 
of  the  reef  indicate  coral  patches  nearly  bare  at  low  tide.  The  arrow  denotes 
a  passage  through  the  reef  to  the  main  island.  The  other  figures  explain  them- 
seWes.    The  centre  of  the  island  is  in  TS"*  22'  N.  lat.,  and  178^  30'  W.  long. 

*  The  British  whale  ship  Gledstanes,  Capt  J.  R.  Brown,  was  wrecked  on 
the  nef  at  mJdoifht  of  Jul/  9th,  1837.    T\i%  cul  \k%w  fi^WLNm^^^^Viwi^ 
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The  lagoon  is  everywhere  full  of  sand^banks  and  patches 
of  coral,  having  only  a  few  inches  of  water  upon  them,  and 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  figures,  is  not  so  deep 
by  from  ten  to  eighteen  feet  as  the  channels  in  the  reef. 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  other  passages,  it  is  clear 
that  the  one  leading  to  the  island  is  not  owing  to  the  action 
of  currents,  as  from  its  sheltered  situation,  and  the  shallowness 
of  the  water  between  the  beach  and  margin  of  the  reef,  they 
are  scarcely  felt. 

I  cannot,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  coincide  with 
those  who  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  lagoon  entrances 
were  primarily  hollowed  in  the  reef  by  the  rush  of  surplus 
waters  from  the  enclosed  basin,  and  have  been  kept  open  ever 
since  by  the  tides.  If  we  adopt  the  doctrine  of  a  general 
subsidence  of  the  land,  with  its  attached  shore  reef,  during 
which  the  latter  has  been  maintained  at  its  original  level  by 
the  polypes ;  it  appears  to  me  that  the  facts  admit  of  an  ex- 
planation more  probable,  though  not  covering  perhaps  every 
difficulty. 

I  believe  that  these  reef  chaimels,  in  almost  every  instance, 
originated  during  the  primal  condition  of  the  islands,  in  the 
influence  of  fiesh  water  streams  preventing  the  growth  of  the 
coral  where  they  emptied  themselves.  Instances  of  the  same 
thing  now  happening,  are  frequent  in  all  the  volcanic  islands 
of  Polynesia.  I  observed  especially  at  the  Samoan  and 
Hawaiian  islands,  that  there  were  openings  in  the  shore  reefs 
opposite  the  mouths  of  streams,  and  sometimes  very  insignifi- 
cant ones,  which  I  am  convinced  were  caused  by  the  fresh 
water  acting  detrimentally  upon  the  polypes.  While  the 
island  remained  above  the  sea,  or  rather  while  the  stream 
continued  to  flow,  the  same  causes  in  which  it  originated 
would  keep  the  channel  open.  When  the  subsidence  had 
reached  that  point  at  which  these  causes  ceased  to  operate, 

chart  engrared  for  the  third  number  of  the  Hawaiian  Spectator,  by  a  oativt 
■eholar  of  the  Miasion  Seminary  at  Lahainaluna,  Maai,  from  lurTeyi  by  Capt. 
Brown,  who  remained  upwarda  of  five  monthi  on  the  iaiand,  with  hia  crew. 
**  The  only  freah  water  ia  what  draina  through  the  aand,  afler  the  heavy  rains.*' 
—[Haw,  Spec.  July,  1888.] 
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provided  the  depth  was  not  too  great,  the  polypes  would  soon 
by  the  diffusion  of  their  gemmules,  extend  themselves  over 
this  portion  of  the  reef,  the  same  as  elsewhere.  Assuming 
the  depth  of  the  channel  at  that  period  to  have  been  from 
twenty  to  forty  feet,  and  the  upward  increase  of  the  coral 
therein,  to  have  been  ever  since  equally  rapid  with  that  on 
the  reef,  it  is  clear  that  the  original  difference  of  level,  be- 
tween this  latter  and  the  bed  of  the  channel  would  remain 
unchanged  to  this  hour,  were  there  no  tide  whatever  setting 
in  or  out.  Even  supposing  th^t  before  the  action  of  the  fresh 
water  ceased,  the  subsidence  had  been  so  great  that  this  dif- 
ference of  level  amounted  to  between  two  and  three  hundred 
feet,  (though  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  such  could  ever 
have  been  the  case,  since  the  amount  of  elevation  from  the 
deposition  of  alluvial  matter,  would  in  all  probability  be  suffi- 
cient to  counterbalance  the  depression  by  subsidence,)  this 
would  not  invalidate  the  explanation  here  suggested. 

In  all  the  Paumotus  that  I  have  seen,  these  channels  are 
very  narrow,  often  but  a  few  feet,  and  rarely  exceeding  forty 
or  fifty  yards  in  width.  Even  in  the  semi-encircling  reefs  of 
Tahiti,  Samoa  and  Hawaii,  they  are  seldom  more  than  a  few 
rods  across.  Supposing  then  the  bed  of  a  channel  to  have 
been  at  any  period  so  far  below  the  surface  as  to  preclude  the 
formation  of  coral  upon  it ;  still,  in  process  of  time,  the  lateral 
increment  would  fonn  a  bridge  across,  at  the  depth  best  adapt- 
ed to  the  requirements  of  the  zoophytes.  During  the  same 
period  its  width  would  be  considerably  contracted  at  the  sur- 
face, and  except  in  large  openings,  might  be  wholly  closed  up. 
Instances  of  these  bridged  channels  are  numerous  throughout 
the  coral  islands  of  Polynesia.  It  frequently  happens  that 
the  approaching  shelves  have  not  yet  come  in  contact,  and  a 
crevice  from  only  a  few  inches  to  a  yard  in  breadth,  is  left. 
On  looking  down  this,  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  ancient 
channel,  are  seen  as  distinctly  through  the  transparent  water, 
as  if  within  reach  of  the  band.  Such  crevices  are  unusually 
frequent  at  Rose  Island.  An  examination  of  these  has  le<? 
me  to  conclude  that  the  existing  entrances  into  lagoous,  ar* 
attributable  only  to  their  original  magnitude  having  been  sue 
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as  to  prevent  their  being,  as  yet,  obliterated  as  others  hare 
been,  by  the  extremely  slow  growth  of  the  coral ;  and  that  in 
the  lapse  of  future  ages,  they  too  will  disappear,  when  the 
lagoons  will  gradually  dry  and  be  partially  filled  up  with 
detritus  from  the  neighboring  beaches.  Possibly,  the  level 
between  the  sea  and  the  lagoon  of  Aitoho,  to  which  I  have 
stated  no  entrance  was  seen,  may  be  restored  by  the  water 
accumulated  during  floodtide  passing  out  by  subterranean 
canals,  such  as  are  described  above. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  some  channels  were  produced  by 
other  causes  than  that  here  mentioned,  such  as  original  in* 
equalities  in  the  submerged  land,  or  fissures  made  in  the  reef 
by  earthquakes,  which  we  may  presume  to  have  been,  at  a 
former  period,  as  frequent  in  this  region  as  they  now  are  in 
those  where  volcanic  fires  are  still  raging  ;  but  I  am  convin- 
ced that  instances  where  a  passage  has  been  cut  through  a  reef 
by  the  action  of  tides  are  of  exceeding  rarity,  if  indeed  they 
occur  at  all.  So  long  as  it  is  the  tendency  of  water  to  seek 
an  uniform  level,  I  cannot  conceive  how  that  accumulated  in 
the  lagoon  during  the  flood  tide,  or  from  the  rolling  in  of  the 
surf,  should  in  flowing  out  over  a  reef  covered  even  at  low 
water  to  a  depth  of  from  one  foot  to  ten  fathoms,  excavate  a 
narrow  canal,  occasionally  (as  at  Christmas  and  Ocean  Islands,) 
deeper  than  the  lagoon  itself. 

It  is  my  impression  that  Prof.  Lyell  described  these  chan- 
nels as  invariably  situated  on  the  leeward  reef;  yet  suggested 
no  cause  for  their  assumed  absence  on  the  windward  side,  ex- 
cept the  inference  that  as  the  water  was  forced  into  the  lagoon 
from  that  direction,  it  would  naturally  seek  to  escape  in  an 
opposite  one ;  and  at  a  late  meeting  of  this  Society  it  was 
asked  why,  if  his  reasoning  was  not  just,  such  should  be  the 
case. 

But  they  are,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  confined  to  no 
particular  portion  of  the  reef,  though  they  certainly  do  occur 
most  frequently  to  leeward.  Nor  will  this,  upon  reflection, 
appear  so  singular  as  it  may  at  first  be  considered.  Admitting 
that  there  were  originally  as  many  in  the  weather  as  in  the 
leeward  reef,  by  far  the  greater  numbet  woM\d  Votv%  ^vnce 
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have  been  filled  up  by  fragments  broken  from  the  outer  mar- 
gin of  the  plateau  and  carried  landward  by  the  surf,  together 
with  the  drift  and  wash  from  the  beach  of  loose  coral  sand 
and  shingle.  Others  we  may  suppose  have  been  obliterated 
by  the  natural  increase  of  the  coral,  till,  from  both  causes, 
only  one  remains  here  and  there.  Still  there  are  sufficient  to 
show  us  that  the  formation  of  these  channels  cannot  with 
propriety  be  attributed  to  causes  that  would  operate  but  in  a 
certain  direction,  such  as  we  must  regard  the  tide,  which  can 
scarcely  be  supposed  to  seek  an  egress  against  the  continual 
rushing  in  of  a  powerful  surf. 

Much  light  would  no  doubt  be  cast  upon  this  and  many 
other  peculiarities  in  the  coral  formations  we  have  been  con- 
sidering, by  an  examination  and  comparison  of  the  phenomena 
presented  by  those  of  the  Antilles,  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and 
along  our  southern  coasts.  In  fact,  I  believe  that  without 
such  comparison,  it  is  impossible  for  a  person  to  arrive  at  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  these  rocks.  Those  es- 
pecially, bordering  the  South  coasts  of  Cuba  and  Florida, 
deserve  particular  attention,  on  account  of  the  numerous  ca- 
nals intersecting  the  extensive  reefs,  the  varied  nature  of  their 
lagoons,  and  the  opposite  character  of  their  neighboring  lands, 
which,  broken  and  mountainous  in  the  one  case,  are  in  the 
other  low,  sandy,  and  level.  I  trust  that  at  some  future  peri- 
od it  will  be  in  my  power  to  examine  these  interesting  forma- 
tions, with  more  time  and  opportunity  for  their  study  at  com- 
mand, than  were  enjoyed  in  my  brief  and  restricted  visit  to 
those  in  the  great  coral  region  of  the  Pacific. 

(To  be  continittd.) 
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Art.  X.— NIAGARA  FALLS  — THEIR  PHYSICAL  CHANGES, 
AND  THE  GEOLOGY  AND  TOPOGRAPHY  OF  THE  SUR- 
ROUNDING COUNTRY.  Bt  James  Hali^  State  Geologist  of  New 
York ;  Corresponding  Member  Boat*  Soc.  Nat  Hist,  dLC. 

The  cataract  of  Niagara  and  the  geology  of  the  surround- 
ing country,  have  been  often  described ;  but  believing  that 
there  are  many  facts  unnoticed,  and  others  which  have  not 
had  due  weight  in  these  considerations,  I  shall  venture  a  fur- 
ther attempt  at  illustrating  some  important  points  regarding 
this  great  finger  post  in  the  path  of  time.  I  am  far  from 
asserting  that  the  problem  regarding  the  recession  or  the  for- 
mer condition  of  this  great  cascade  is  settled.  So  many  dis- 
turbing causes  are  constantly  presenting  themselves,  that  al- 
though the  great  principles  may  be  deemed  established,  yet  it 
is  impossible  to  calculate  accurately  the  effect  of  these  udnot 
influences.  Every  fact  recorded  of  the  past,  the  present,  or 
the  future  condition  of  this  cataract  will  aid  in  the  calculation 
of  -the  final  result,  which,  some  thousands  of  years  hence, 
may  be  made  with  tolerable  accuracy.  In  the  mean  time  we 
must  content  ourselves  with  observing  these  facts  and  laying 
down  land-marks  for  the  guidance  of  those  who  may  follow 
us  in  the  attempt  to  decide  the  effect  of  time  upon  these  an- 
cient rocks. 

A  striking  feature  in  the  Topography  of  western  New  York, 
is  the  great  difference  of  elevation  between  the  Lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  generally 
level  or  but  slightly  uneven  surface  of  the  country,  and  where 
there  are  no  disturbances  among  the  strata.  The  difference 
of  elevation  between  the  other  great  lakes  is  comparatively 
small,  although  Superior  is  situated  in  a  disturbed  geological 
region.  The  elevation  of  Lake  Erie  is  three  hundred  and 
thirtyfour  feet  above  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
difference  is  overcome  by  Niagara  river  in  the  space  of  one 
mile  at  the  rapids  and  falls. 

The  barrier  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Erie  is  formed  by  a  ter- 
race of  limestone  which  extends  ftom  iVve  YLudi^ivfyN^i^^^v 
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ward  far  into  Canada,  forming  for  many  miles  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  lake.  The  southern  slope  of  this  terrace  or 
platform  of  limestone  passes  off  beneath  the  water,  forming 
the  bed  of  the  lake.  This  terrace  terminates  abruptly  on  the 
north,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  lake,  and  we  descend 
into  a  low,  level  country,  underlaid  by  marles  and  shales  of 
the  saliferous  formation,  which  extend  for  a  distance  of  fifteen 
or  eighteen  miles.  Beyond  this,  there  is  an  almost  impercep- 
tible ascent  for  eight  miles,  when  it  suddenly  (dunges  down 
about  250  feet,  over  the  outcropping  edges  of  various  strata, 
which  here  terminate  abruptly,  to  the  low  table  land,  border* 
ing  Lake  Ontario.  From  the  base  of  this  escarpment,  the 
country  slopes  almost  imperceptibly  to  the  level  of  the  lake, 
seven  miles  distant,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  lower. 
A  great  portion  of  the  country  for  twenty  miles  north  of  the 
first  terrace,  or  that  bordering  Lake  Erie,  is  so  level  that  a 
rise  of  the  Niagara  river  for  thirty  feet,  would  inundate  an 
extent  of  thirty  miles  on  both  sides.  After  leaving  the  level 
country,  the  ascent,  as  before  stated,  is  very  gradual  to  the 
north  ;  but  when  we  arrive  at  the  edge  of  the  great  terrace  of 
Lewiston  and  dueenston,  the  elevation  is  thirtyeight  feet 
above  the  level  of  Lake  Erie.  The  general  outline  of  this 
part  of  the  country  will  be  seen  in  the  section  from  Erie  to 
Ontario. 

This  great  terrace  or  platform  is  known  in  New  York  as 
the  mountain  ridge,  and  in  Canada  as  dueenston  heights.  It 
extends  to  the  westward  of  Niagara  river,  beyond  the  head  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  eastward  beyond  the  Genesee  river,  where 
it  merges  in  the  general  level  of  the  country  ;  partially  from 
the  dip  of  the  rocks  in  that  direction,  and  partially  from  the 
thinning  of  some  of  its  members.  The  abrupt  termination 
of  the  various  strata  in  the  face  of  this  cliff,  prove  conclusively 
the  extent  of  denuding  action  upon  this  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. The  basin  of  Ontario,  on  the  north  of  the  terrace,  has 
evidently  been  excavated  from  the  sedimentary  strata,  the 
limit  of  denuding  agency  and  that  of  the  lake  basin  being 
the  line  of  this  escarpment.  The  edge  of  this  escarpment  is 
indented  by  numerous  ravines  or  gorges,  ex\etid\Tv%  \a  ^  %c^»x- 
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er  or  less  distance  ;  they  usually  present  a  broad  opening  to 
the  north,  and  terminate  at  a  point  within  the  first  mile,  and 
generally  within  a  shorter  distance.  The  streams  now  flow- 
ing in  these  ravines,  evidently  had  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  their  excavation,  as  the  space  is  partially  filled  with 
drift,  a  deposit  from  another  source.  These  indentations  are 
doubtless  in  part  the  effects  of  the  great  denuding  agency 
which  produced  the  escarpment,  by  undermining  and  remov- 
ing the  different  materials. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  and  Dr.  Daubeny  has 
adopted  the  opinion,  that  the  terrace  or  escarpment  at  Lewis- 
ton  was  produced  by  a  fault ;  either  an  uplifting  of  all  the 
strata  on  the  south,  or  a  downthrow  of  those  op  the  north. 
Not  having  Prof.  Daubeny's  paper  before  me,  I  cannot  state 
his  arguments,  but  whatever  they  may  be,  they  are  certainly 
unsupported  by  facts.  The  strata  are  all  visible  in  either  di- 
rection, and  there  is  no  evidence  of  even  the  smallest  disturb- 
ance. 

The  strata,  as  they  are  exposed  in  the  terrace  of  Lewiston 
and  dueenston,  and  in  the  banks  of  the  river  on  either  side, 
are  exhibited  in  the  section  on  the  next  page. 

There  is  here  not  only  no  evidence  of  a  fault  causing  the 
difference  in  elevation,  but  direct  proof  to  th<e  contrary  ;  the 
soft  marl  and  shale,  forming  the  base  of  Ihe  cliff  in  the  river 
banks,  underlies  the  plateau  from  this  place  to  Lake  Ontario, 
and  is  visible,  almost  continuously,  for  the  whole  distance. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of 
denuding  action,  and  that  the  whole  basin  of  Ontario  is  due 
to  the  excavating  power.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  character 
of  the  strata  is  such  as  to  offer  great  facilities  for  the  operation 
of  such  an  agent,  consisting  of  alternating  hard  and  soft  beds. 
The  action  of  water  would  undermine  the  harder,  and  leave 
them  to  fall  by  their  own  weight,  while  the  softer  materials 
were  removed.  The  denudation  of  such  extensive  districts, 
could  only  have  taken  place  while  the  country  was  submer- 
ged, and  during  the  period  of  its  elevation  from  beneath  the 
ocean.  This  principle  has  been  recognized  by  Mr.  Hayes,  in 
his  description  of  the  <<  Greology  and  Topography  of  Western 
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New  York,"*  By  adopting  this  mode  of  explanation,  we  are 
enabled  to  account  for  the  existence  of  this  and  similar  terra- 
ces, along  the  lines  of  bearing  of  our  extensive  limestone 
formations,  as  well  as  for  the  deep  valleys  of  ancient  origin. 

The  strata  forming  the  escarpment  at  Lewiston,  as  seen  in 
the  section,  are  those  through  which  the  chasm  of  the  Niaga- 
ra is  excavated.  The  whole  dip  gradually  to  the  south,  and 
all  below  No.  8,  disappear  below  the  level  of  the  river  before 
reaching  the  falls,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  dotted  line  bed  which 
represents  the  surface  of  the  river  below  the  falls.  The  strata 
above  this  line  are  those  excavated  to  form  the  channel  of  the 
river.  The  limestone  forming  the  summit  of  the  terrace,  and 
at  its  margin  not  more  than  twenty  feet  thick,  gradually  in- 
creases from  the  addition  of  higher  layers,  till  at  the  falls  it 
has  acquired  a  thickness  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
This  limestone,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  falls,  disappears  be- 
neath the  surface,  and  is  succeeded  by  a  soft  marl  of  a  bluish 
or  greenish  grey  color,  with  purple  bands.  This  formation, 
which  is  a  continuation  of  the  Onondaga  saliferous  group, 
occupies  all  the  level  country  from  two  miles  south  of  the 
falls,  to  Black  Rock,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles  by  the 
course  of  the  river.  This  is  succeeded  by  the  water  limestone 
and  Helderberg  limestone  group.  The  saliferous  formation, 
occupying  this  great  breadth  of  country,  and  forming  an  im- 
portant item  in  any  calculation  regarding  the  recession  of  the 
falls,  has  nevertheless  always  been  overlooked  by  observers, 
and  its  existence  in  that  part  of  the  country  was  never  noticed 
by  any  one,  till  the  pubHcation  of  the  New  York  Geological 
Reports,  in  1838.  Previously,  all  the  distance  between  the 
falls  and  Lake  Elrie  was  considered  as  underlaid  by  limestone ; 
and  the  limestone  of  Black  Rock,  or  the  Helderberg  group, 
was  placed  immediately  above  the  Niagara  limestone,  and 
represented  as  resting  upon  it. 

The  Niagara  river,  in  its  escape  from  Lake  Erie,  has  exca- 
vated a  passage  through  the  Helderberg  limestone,  (No.  10,) 
which  forms  the  upper  terrace  before  noticed,  leaving  a  small 
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island,  known  as  Bird's  Island,  in  the  midst  of  the  stream. 
From  Black  Rock  to  within  two  miles  of  the  great  fall,  the 
channel  is  excavated  in  the  rocks  of  the  saliferous  group,  the 
descent  in  this  distance  being  only  fifteen  feet.  About  one 
mile  south  of  the  fall,  the  Niagara  limestone  approaches  the 
surface,  and  forms  the  commencement  of  the  rapids.  The 
current,  for  the  first  two  miles  after  leaving  the  lake,  is 
very  rapid ;  after  this  distance,  it  flows  on  more  gently,  the 
channel  gradually  widening  as  far  as  Grand  Island,  where  it 
is  nearly  two  miles  wide.  It  then  divides,  the  greater  quan- 
tity of  water  running  on  the  west  side  of  this  island.  There 
are  several  small,  low  islands  in  the  river,  above  Grand  Island, 
but  this  is  far  larger  than  all  of  them.  Below  this  island  the 
river  expands  to  a  width  of  two  or  three  miles,  and  presents 
all  the  appearance  of  a  quiet  lake  with  small,  low  islands. 
Approaching  the  rapids,  the  river  narrows,  and  the  current 
becomes  more  rapid,  and  for  about  one  mile  before  reaching 
the  grand  cascade,  rushes  on  with  inconceivable  velocity, 
over  a  declivity  of  fifty  two  feet,  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
where  it  is  precipitated  into  a  gulf  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet 
below. 

The  chasm  through  which  the  Niagara  river  flowsi  from 
this  point  to  its  emergence  into  the  low  country  at  Lewiston, 
is  excavated  in  the  rocks  represented  in  the  section,  Nos.  7 
and  8  only  being  visible  at  the  falls,  the  others  rising  succes- 
sively from  beneath  the  water,  owing  to  the  declivity  of  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  the  ascent  of  the  rocks  to  the  northward. 
The  sides  of  this  chasm  present  almost  perpendicular  walls, 
with  a  talus  at  the  bottom,  formed  by  the  falling  of  some  of 
the  higher  masses.  The  outlet  of  this  chasm,  where  the 
river  emerges  into  the  plain  at  Lewiston,  is  scarcely  wider 
than  elsewhere  along  its  course.  In  some  places  the  river 
flows  in  a  channel  of  less  than  two  hundred  yards  across,  and 
again  is  expanded  to  twice  that  width.  The  breadth  of  the 
chasm  across  the  top,  is  nearly  twice  that  of  the  channel  or 
stream  at  the  bottom.  The  declivity  of  ihe  bed  of  the  river, 
from  the  falls  to  Lewiston,  is  one  hundred  and  four  feet,  or 
nearly  fifteen  feet  to  the  mile,  which  gives  great  velocity  to  the 
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stream.  At  one  place,  however,  about  a  mile  below  the  fall, 
and  where  the  channel  is  narrowest,  the  stream  glides  along 
with  comparative  quiet,  while  below  this,  where  the  channel  is 
broader,  it  is  thrown  into  great  confusion.  Again,  below  the 
whirlpool  the  surfieu^e  of  the  river  is  more  smooth,  and  the 
current  more  gentle,  though  the  channel  is  narrower  than 
above.  The  cause  of  these  appearances,  which  have. seemed 
inexplicable  upon  the  common  theory,  and  have  been  used  as 
arguments  against  the  recession  of  the  falls,  is  to  be  sought  in 
the  geological  structure  of  the  place.  It  will  be  seen  that 
below  the  whirlpool  there  are  no  hard  rocks  in  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  consequently  the  channel  is  deeper  than  where  such 
rocks  exist.  At  the  whirlpool,  and  above  that  place,  the  hard 
sandstone.  No.  2,  is  at  and  near  the  level  of  the  river,  and 
consequently  the  channel  is  not  worn  so  deep.  Again,  after 
this  hard  mass  has  dipped  beneath  the  sur&ce,  the  channel  is 
excavated  in  softer  rocks  ;  hence  the  narrow  channel  and 
smooth  water  a  mile  below  the  falls.  Near  the  falls,  the 
higher  beds  of  sandstone  and  the  Protean  limestone  come  to 
the  level  of  the  river,  and  thus  cause  a  wider,  shallow  channel, 
and  more  tumultuous  water.  Such,  simply,  I  conceive  to  be 
the  explanation  of  the  variable  width  of  the  chasm,  and  the 
greater  or  less  violence  of  the  water. 

Upon  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  whirlpool,  there  is 
a  depression,  and  a  deflection  in  the  course  of  the  river  to  the 
right,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  map.  Standing 
upon  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  this  depression  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  worn  by  the  eddying  current  of  the 
stream  ;  but  on  farther  investigation  it  proves  to  be  of  differ- 
ent origin.  During  a  recent  visit,  in  company  with  Mr.  Lyell, 
we  examined  this  place,  and  found  it  to  be  an  ancient  gorge, 
filled  with  drift,  except  a  narrow  ravine  through  which  a 
small  stream  flows  into  the  river.  This  stream  may  be  traced 
in  a  north-west  direction  for  two  miles,  where  it  comes  to  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  one  or  two  places,  near 
the  river,  the  bed  of  this  stream  has  laid  bare  the  rocks, 
which  proves  that  they  are  not  excavated  so  deeply  as  the  bed 
of  the  Niagara.    From  the  termination  of  this  ravine,  upon 
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the  table  land,  going  in  a  north-west  direction  about  one  mile, 
we  commence  descending  through  another  deep  gorge,  which 
terminates  upon  the  plateau  at  the  base  of  the  escarpment,  at 
St.  Davids.  It  will  be  perceived,  by  referring  to  the  map,  that 
the  course  of  the  river  before  coming  to  the  whirlpool|  if  con- 
tinned  in  the  same  direction,  would  lead  to  St  Davids.  From 
this  fact  it  has  been  inferred  that  there  is  a  continuous  ancient 
ravine,  filled  with  drift,  from  the  whirlpool  to  this  place. 
This  most  remarkable  fact  has  been  cited  as  a  strong  objection 
to  the  theory  of  recession  by  the  action  of  the  river  upon  its 
own  bed.  Still,  however,  I  hope  to  show  that  its  existence 
is  equally  an  objection  to  the  chasm  having  been  produced  by 
the  action  of  the  sea. 

If  this  ravine  be  continuous  from  the  whirlpool  to  St.  Da- 
vids, and  existed  previous  to  the  excavation  of  the  Niagara 
channel  to  Lewiston,  it  seems  natural  to  suppose  that  it 
would  have  taken  that  direction.  If  we  suppose  that  the 
undermining  agency  of  the  ocean,  aided  by  the  stream,  exca- 
vated the  Niagara  chasm,  why  would  not  the  same  agency 
have  cleared  out  this  ancient  ravine  ?  And  if  it  be  assumed 
that  the  stream  had  commenced  flowing  by  way  of  Lewiston, 
then  we  require  nothing  more  to  account  for  the  conunence- 
ment  of  the  chasm.  The  assumption  that  the  sea  excavated 
the  present  channel  of  Niagara,  does  not  aid  in  the  difficulty 
of  explaining  why  the  ancient  ravine  of  St.  Davids  was  not 
cleared  out ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  existence  of  that 
ravine,  filled  with  drift,  is  a  strong  argument  that  the  Niagara 
did  excavate,  of  itself  chiefly,  its  present  channel.  For  had 
the  sea  remained  long  enough  after  the  filling  of  this  ravine 
with  drift,  to  excavate  that  of  Niagara,  it  would  have  removed 
a  portion  at  least  of  it,  and  have  drained  the  water  in  that  di- 
rection. We  can  scarcely  conceive  it  pos>sible  that  this  ravine 
could  have  been  filled  with  drift,  by  any  means,  while  such  a 
stream  as  the  present  Niagara  river  was  flowing  through  it, 
and  if  it  has,  at  any  time,  been  a  large  water  course,  there 
must  have  been  a  cessation  of  the  stream  during  the  time  of 
this  filling  up. 

The  most  rational  explanation,  ai.d  l\\c  onc^  \uo%v  cotvswwmm 
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with  existing  facts,  appears  to  me  to  be,  that  the  ravine  of  St. 
Davids  was  excavated  by  the  power  of  the  waves,  aided  prob- 
ably by  a  stream,  though  it  may  have  been  a  very  insignificant 
one.  That  this  ravine  was  formed  previously  to  the  period  of 
the  drift,  and  that  during  this  time  it  became  filled  with  the 
transported  materials  to  such  an  extent  that  the  stream  after- 
wards was  unable  to  excavate  a  channel  through  the  mass. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  water  would  find  an  outlet  at 
the  lowest  point,  into  the  basin  of  Ontario ;  whether  that 
point  were  over  a  surface  of  rock  or  of  drift,  and  after  the 
channel  was  once  commenced,  it  would  go  on  deepening,  un- 
less spme  violent  change  should  alter  the  configuration  of  the 
surface.  Now  there  is  no  evidence  of  such  a  change  in  the 
Niagara  district,  and  it  seems  more  rational  to  conclude  that 
the  stream,  which  may  have  formerly  found  its  way  through 
the  ravine  of  St.  Davids,  after  the  filling  up  of  that  channel, 
took  the  course  by  Lewiston,  that  being  the  lowest  point  at 
which  it  could  find  a  passage  to  the  lower  country  on  the 
north.  It  may  be  necessary,  perhaps,  to  suppose  a  depression 
in  this  direction  before  the  water- would  flow  there ;  and  such 
a  depression  may  have  existed  jQrom  causes  in  operation  previ- 
ously, or  there  may  have  been  an  indentation  in  the  edge  of 
the  terrace  at  this  place,  like  those  farther  east,  near  Lockport. 
There  appears,  indeed,  strong  reason  for  supposing  that  there 
was  a  depression  in  the  surface  at  the  place  where  the  river 
now  flows,  before  the  deep  channel  was  excavated  ,*  there  is  a 
general  defuression  on  either  side,  and  a  transverse  section  of 
the  river  would  present  the  appearance  represented  in  the  an- 
nexed diagram. 


The  recent  deposit,  forming  Goat  Island,  is  upon  a  surface 
lower  than  the  top  of  the  rapids,  indicating  removal  of  the 


116  HalPs  Remarks  an  Niagara  Falb  ■ 

surface  rock  to  some  extent,  before  the  period  of  that  form- 
ation. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider,  first  the  objections  to  the 
theory  that  this  ravine  was  produced  by  the  combined  action 
of  the  stream  and  the  waves  of  the  sea ;  and  next  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  hypothesis  that  the  river  has  excavated 
its  own  channel,  or  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  it. 

Examples  are  not  unfrequent  where  the  closing  up  of  an 
outlet  by  drift,  has  caused  the  excavation  of  a  new  channel 
through  solid  rock.  Perhaps  the  best  illustration  of  this  fact 
occurs  in  the  passage  of  the  Genesee  river  from  the  upper  to 
the  lower  valley,  from  Portage  to  Mount  Morris.  The  river, 
flowing  from  the  south  as  far  as  Portage,  is  suddenly  turned 
around  to  the  opposite  direction,  and  then  again  turns  to  the 
north,  cutting  its  channel  for  about  two  miles  through  solid 
rock,  in  some  ])arts  to  the  depth  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
feet.  At  the  end  of  this  chasm  it  emerges  into  a  more  an- 
cient valley,  and  at  a  point  which  would  communicate  with 
the  river  at  Portage,  before  its  deflection,  by  less  than  half  the 
distance  which  it  has  required  in  its  present  course  to  reach 
this  place.  Now  had  this  short  space  been  occupied  by  a 
blufl*  of  rock,  we  should  easily  have  found  an  explanation  oi 
the  reasons  why  the  river  did  not  pursue  a  direct  course.  But 
what  are  the  facts  ?  This  shorter  space,  intervening  between 
the  two  portions  of  the  channel,  is  occupied  by  a  deep  deposit 
of  drift,  rising  higher  than  the  surface  of  the  rocks  where  the 
river  has  found  its  channel.  In  the  pmcess  of  examination 
and  excavation  for  the  Genesee  valley  canal  it  has  been  found 
that  this  drift  is  of  great  depth,  extending  even  below  the 
level  of  the  present  bed  of  the  river.  The  question  presents 
itself,  why  did  not  the  stream  remove  the  gravel  and  sand, 
and  make  itself  a  channel  in  the  shortest  direction,  instead  of 
going  twice  as  far  through  rocky  strata  ?  Or  if  we  advance 
the  argument  that  this  chaimel  was  excavated  in  part  by  the 
aid  of  the  sea,  why  did  not  this  undermining  agency  affect 
this  deix)sit  of  sand  and  gravel  ?  The  truth  is  incontroverti- 
ble that  many  streams  have  excavated  their  chaimels  to  great 
depths  in  rocky  strata,  long  after  the  oceau  left  \3cve  «oitfejc«. 
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Passing  lower  down  on  the  Genesee  river,  there  are  other 
places  where  the  stream  has  left  the  old  channel,  now  filled 
with  drift,  and  formed  a  new  one,  through  rocky  strata  ;  and 
finally,  at  Mount  Morris,  it  emerges  into  another  ancient  val- 
ley from  a  narrow  gorge  bounded  by  mural  escarpments.  ^ 
would  be  absurd  to  assert,  that  broad  valleys,  with  sloping 
sides,  filled,  or  partially  filled  with  drift,  are  of  the  same  age,  or 
due  to  the  same  agency,  as  the  narrow,  deep  valleys  or  chasms 
with  clean,  rocky  embankments,  and  containing  no  other  loose 
materials  than  those  arising  from  the  adjacent  rocks. 

Similar  examples  may  be  found  in  the  outlets  of  Seneca 
and  Cayuga  Lakes,  which  flow  into  Lake  Ontario.  Now  the 
course  of  these  outlets  is  not  in  a  direct  line  north  to  the 
lake,  but  from  Seneca  it  turns  to  the  eastward,  excavating  its 
course  through  the  limestone  and  gypsum  beds,  between  that 
lake  and  Cayuga.  From  all  examinations  I  have  made,  there 
appears  to  be  an  ancient  valley,  filled  with  drift,  between  the 
northern  end  of  Seneca  Lake  and  Ontario ;  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing this,  the  stream  has  excavated  harder  materials,  and 
taken  a  much  more  circuitous  route  to  Lake  Ontario.  The 
same  explanation  may  be  given  of  Canandaigua  and  the  outlets 
of  other  lakes. 

As  an  analogous  case,  we  may  compare  the  ravine  of  St. 
Davids  and  the  whirlpool,  with  that  of  Iroudequoit,  a  few 
miles  east  of  Rochester.  The  Genesee  river,  after  leaving 
the  gorge  at  Mount  Morris,  flows  in  the  bottom  of  an  ancient 
valley  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Rochester,  where  it  enters 
a  new  channel.  This  channel  is  narrow,  with  almost  perfect 
mural  banks,  and  nowhere  contains  deposits  of  drift.  On  the 
lake  shore,  about  two  miles  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee, 
we  find  a  broad  and  deep  ravine,  known  as  the  Iroudequoit 
bay.  This  ravine  is  excavated  to  an  unknown  depth  below 
the  level  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  Iroudequoit  creek  which 
takes  its  rise  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  flows  through 
this  ravine  for  a  few  miles  before  reaching  the  lake.  This 
ravine  presents  a  very  difierent  appearance  from  either  that  of 
the  Genesee  below  Rochester,  or  of  the  Niagara,  and  no  one 
could  suppose  that  the  present  stream  had  ever  excavated  such 
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a  channel.  At  the  lake  shore,  it  has  a  broad  opening  with 
sloping  sides,  and  appears  much  like  a  bay  worn  by  the  action 
of  the  sea,  while  perhaps  a  stream  was  flowing  in  at  the  same 
place.  It  appears  very  natural  to  suppose  that  this  may  at 
one  time  have  been  the  continuation  of  the  ancient  valley  of 
the  Genesee,  which  was  commenced  south  of  Dansville,  and 
continued  northward  as  the  land  was  upraised  above  the  sea. 

Now  had  the  sea  ever  washed  the  base  of  the  cliffs  at  Lew- 
iston  long  enough  to  allow  of  the  excavation  of  this  gorge  of 
the  Niagara,  we  should  find  some  evidence  of  its  sojourn  there, 
in  the  shape  of  a  beach,  or  rounded  pebbles ;  but  we  find 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  continuance  of  a  line  of  coast  of 
sea  or  lake  may  be  determined  comparatively  by  the  charac- 
ter of  the  materials  along  its  margin  ,-  whether  they  are  com- 
pletely rounded,  or  still  much  angular ;  or  if  rounded,  whether 
the  forms  are  very  much  flattened.  But  in  the  case  before  us 
we  find  nothing  at  a  greater  elevation  than  the  ridge  road,  or 
lake  ridge,  which,  from  its  nature  and  contained  remains,  must 
have  been  the  boundary  of  an  ancient  lake. 

Other  examples  might  be  cited,  but  these  appear  to  me  suf- 
ficient as  an  explanation  of  causes  why  the  Niagara  did  not 
take  its  course  from  the  whirlpool  through  the  ravine  filled 
with  gravel,  rather  than  excavate  a  new  channel  from  the 
rock. 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  argument  that 
the  chasm  of  Niagara  has  been  worn  by  the  sea,  previous  to, 
or  during  the  elevation  of  this  part  of  the  country  above  its 
level.  In  the  absence  of  direct  proof,  we  must  resort  to  anal- 
ogy, and  relying  on  this  mode,  we  find  that  all  indentations 
or  ravines,  excavated  in  the  face  of  sea  clifls,  have  a  broad  or 
trumpet-mouthed  opening  toward  the  sea,  and  recede  abruptly 
to  a  point.  They  never  present  a  long,  narrow  ravine,  of 
equal  width  ;  and  when  of  a  length  at  all  approaching  Ni- 
agara, they  have  an  opening  many  times  broader  than  this  at 
Lewiston.  I  might  cite  numerous  examples  of  ravines  exca- 
vated by  the  sea,  aided  by  a  stream  coming  in  at  right  angles, 
but  none  of  these  are  of  the  character  of  Niagara.  In  such 
cases  they  are  broad  enough  to  allow  iVve  sxt^^xa  to  flow 
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through  the  bed,  leaving  waterwom  materials  along  the  sides, 
monuments  of  the  wearing  action  of  the  waves.  In  the 
Niagara  chasm  there  are  no  pebbles,  boulders,  or  gravel ;  the 
river  occupies  nearly  the  whole  width  at  the  bottom,  allowing 
a  talus  of  angular  fragments  of  the  rocks  fallen  from  above. 

The  valley  of  the  Genesee,  from  Rochester  to  Dansville, 
affords  a  good  example  of  a  ravine  excavated  during  the 
emergence  of  iand  from  beneath  the  sea ;  but  this  valley  is 
broad,  and  partially  filled  with  drift,  the  sides  sloping  gradu- 
ally and  for  the  most  part  covered  with  deep  soil,  partially 
from  decomposition  and  disintegration  of  the  rocks  beneath, 
but  principally  from  transported  materials. 

The  small  amount  of  wearing  accomplished  by  a  stream 
during  the  period  of  our  observation  might  incline  us  to 
doubt  the  possibility  of  any  body  of  water  having  excavated 
its  channel  backwards  for  a  length  of  seveu  miles,  and  to  a 
depth  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  feet.     But  if  the  period 
of  one  life  be  sufficient  to  admit  of  observation  proving  the 
smallest  afn<mnt  of  recession,  then  it  is  only  requisite  that  we 
should  carry  on  the  process  for  an  indefinite  period,  to  accom- 
plish the  utmost  that  we  require  ;  or,  that  we  extend  back- 
ward  our  imagination  regarding  time,  in  order  to  prove  what 
is  already  accomplished.    Now  it  is  attested,  within  the  re- 
corded observations  of  those  redding  in  the  vicinity  of  Niaga- 
ra, that  the  falls  have  receded  within  their  recoUection.     If 
then  it  is  proved  that  this  ravine  could  not  have  been  excava- 
ted by  the  sea  during  the  emergence  of  the  land,  we  have 
only  this  mode  of  operation  left  to  account  for  its  formation. 
From  analogous  facts,  we  learn  that  it  only  requires  an  ele- 
vation of  the  drift,  filling  up  the  old  channel,  to  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  rocky  strata,  in  order  to  turn  the  water  in 
that  direction,  and  cause  it  to  form  a  new  channel.     We 
have  only  to  suppose  the  ravine,  from  the  whirlpool  to  St. 
Davids,  filled,  as  it  now  is,  with  drift,  to  such  a  height  as  to 
prevent  the  water  from  flowing  in  that  direction,  and  the  con- 
sequence would  be,  as  I  said  before,  that  it  would  seek  an 
outlet  at  the  lowest  point  along  the  terrace,  which  appears  to 
have  been  in  the  direction  of  Lewiston.    Here  the  water 
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commenced  the  work  of  excavatioa,  cutting  down  the  higher 
strata,  and  rapidly  undermining  and  removing  those  below. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  section,  in 
order  to  discover  what  materials  the  river  had  to  work  upon 
at  this  period. 

It  is  impossible  that  there  could  ever  have  been  a  perpen* 
dicular  fall  of  the  whole  height  of  the  cliff  at  Lewiston,  for 
the  limestone  at  the  top,  being  so  much  thinner  than  at  the 
present  falls,  would  soon  be  broken  down  by  the  pressure  of 
the  immense  body  of  water  precipitated  over  its  edge  upon 
the  shale  below.  It  may  oven  be  doubted  whether  the  shale 
would  be  excavated  fast  enough  to  form  a  perpendicular  fall, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  water  would  be  projected  over  a 
declivity  of  the  upper  shale  (No.  7,)  to  the  limestone  below, 
which  together  with  the  higher  layers  of  the  sandstone  would 
form  the  crest  of  a  second  fall.  From  this  again  the  water 
would  be  precipitated  as  far  as  the  sandstone,  (No.  2,)  where 
a  third  fall  would  be  formed.  Thus,  instead  of  a  single  fall 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  we  should  have  the  whole 
height  divided  into  three  falls,  at  some  distance  from  each 
other.  In  consequence  of  the  thiiuicss  of  the  upper  limestone, 
that  fall  would  recede  faster  than  either  of  those  below  it ; 
and  the  middle  faster  than  the  lower  one.  Even  under  these 
circumstances,  the  wearing  action  would  go  on  much  faster 
than  at  present.  Finally,  however,  the  recession  would  be- 
come less  and  less  rapid,  from  the  thickening  of  the  limestone 
above  ;  and  from  thLs  cause,  the  two  lower  falls  having  the 
same  resistance  to  overcome  as  at  first,  would  gradually  ap- 
proach the  upper,  till  the  whole  became  one. 

At  the  same  time  there  are  other  circumstances  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  among  the  most  important  of  these 
will  be  the  dip  of  the  strata  and  the  ascent  of  the  bed  of  the 
stream  ;  both  together  tending  to  bring  the  strata  down  to 
the  level  of  the  water  as  we  progress  southward.  This  fact 
has  also  an  important  bearing  upon  the  rate  of  recession  ;  for 
while  a  hard  mass  remains  at  a  considerable  height  above 
water,  with  a  soft  one  below,  the  excavation  of  the  softer  one 
and  undermining  of  the  upper  hard  one,  tends  to  the  recession 
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much  more  rapidly  than  if  the  whole  were  of  unifonn  char- 
acter. Thus  it  must  have  been  that  the  fall  over  the  sand- 
stone, (No.  2,)  receded  much  more  rapidly  while  there  was  a 
considerable  thickness  of  shale  below,  than  when  it  approach- 
ed the  level  of  the  water.  This  would  happen  after  the  falls 
had  retreated  about  three  miles,  or  nearly  to  the  whirlpool. 
At  this  point  the  recession  would  go  on  very  slowly  for  a  long 
period,  for  this  hard  mass,  being  at  the  level  of  the  water, 
would  effectually  suspend  the  undermining  process.  Even  at 
the  present  time  the  mass  may  be  seen  stretching  into  the 
river  from  either  side  beyond  the  other  rocks,  and  at  the  point 
where  it  crosses,  producing  a  fall  of  eight  or  ten  feet  within 
a  few  rods. 

After  this  long  and  almost  stationary  period  at  the  whirl- 
pool, the  recession  would  again  go  on  jnore  rapidly  ;  soft  ma- 
terials being  presented  at  the  river  level  to  be  excavated  by 
the  force  of  the  falling  water,  which  would  thus  imdermine 
the  harder  mass  above. 

When  the  cascade  had  receded  to  near  its  present  position, 
another  pause  similar  to  that  at  the  whirlpool  would  occur, 
from  the  approach  of  the  higher  layers  of  sandstone,  (No.  4,) 
and  the  hard  limestone,  (No.  6,)  to  the  surface  of  the  water. 
There  are  various  proofs  of  this  halting,  both  in  the  form  of 
the  chasm  below  the  present  fall,  and  from  the  fact  that  this 
lower  limestone  still  remains  in  place ;  for  it  is  seen  that 
having  passed  a  few  feet  beneath  the  water  at  the  cascade, 
it  supports  large  fragments  of  the  upper  limestone  fallen  from 
above. 

The  conclusion  then,  seems  inevitable,  that  the  river  has 
been  the  great  agent  in  excavating  its  own  channel,  from  near 
the  escarpment  between  Lewiston  and  dueenston,  to  the 
present  position  of  the  cataract ;  that  the  recession  has  been 
aided  by  the  character  of  the  rocks,  presenting  alternate  hard 
and  soft  strata ; — and  that  the  descent  was  overcome,  not  by 
one  perpendicular  fall,  but  by  several,  produced  by  the  suc- 
cessive harder  layers.  In  support  of  this  latter  assertion,  a 
single  analogous  case  will  furnish  stronger  evidence  than  a 
long  argument. 

16 
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The  course  of  the  Oak  Orchard  creek,  in  Orleans  Ck>unty, 
is  over  the  same  strata,  and  furnishes  direct  confimiation  of 
the  succession  of  falls  and  rapids,  precisely  in  the  manner  I 
have  just  enumerated.  But  as  this  is  little  known,  I  will  ad- 
duce that  of  the  Genesee  river,  in  its  descent  from  Rochester 
to  Lake  Ontario. 

In  consequence  of  the  dip  of  the  strata,  or  from  its  absence, 
the  hard,  quartzose  sandstone  (No.  2,]  of  the  Niagara  section 
does  not  appear  in  the  Genesee  river.  On  entering  the  river 
from  the  lake,  we  find  an  open  channel  for  five  miles,  where 
the  river  descends  perpendicularly  for  about  one  hundred  feet 
from  the  top  of  the  sandstone.  No.  4.  The  hard  limestone 
layer,  or  one  filling  the  place  of  that  at  Niagara,  has  retreated 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  up  the  river,  where  it  forms  a  fall 
of  twentyfive  feet.  This  recession  of  the  limestone,  beyond 
the  sandstone,  is  owing  to  a  mass  of  green  shale  below  it, 
twentythree  feet  thick,  while  at  Niagara  the  same  shale  is  but 
four  feet  thick.  From  this  place  to  the  upper  fall,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  distant,  we  have  a  rapid  stream.  This  fall  is 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  and  over  precisely  the  same 
rocks  as  the  Niagara  fall  at  present,  viz.  Nos.  7  and  8  of  sec- 
tion, the  Niagara  shale  and  limestone.  The  limestone  at  the 
top  of  the  fall  is  much  thinner  than  that  at  Niagara,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  less  recession  into  the  mass,  as  well  as  from 
being  thinner  as  a  whole.  We  have  here  a  case  precisely 
analogous  to  Niagara  as  I  have  supposed  it  to  have  been  for- 
merly. 

Had  there  been  a  quantity  of  water  flowing  down  the 
Genesee  equal  to  the  Niagara,  the  upper  fall  would  have  been 
excavated  farther  backward,  and  the  lower  fall,  in  all  proba- 
bility entirely  obliterated,  presenting  a  rapid  current  from  the 
upper  fall  to  the  present  site  of  the  Rochester  landing.  There 
appears  here  positive  proof  that  there  never  has  been  so  large 
a  body  of  water  passing  down  the  Genesee  as  down  the  Ni- 
agara, and  the  concurring  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
wearing  action  has  been  far  less.  The  recession  of  the  lower 
falls  at  Rochester  would  add  little  or  nothing  to  the  height  of 
the.  upper;  for  the  ascent  of  the  river  bed,  and  the  dip  of  the 
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strata,  would  cause  the  disappearance  of  the  whole  beneath 
the  water,  before  reaching  that  point. 

In  support  of  the  hypothesis  that  streams  do  cut  back  their 
channels,  we  may  adduce  sufficient  evidence.  An  observation 
of  the  last  four  or  five  years  upon  the  waterfalls  of  Western 
New  York,  has  furnished  positive  evidence  of  their  recession. 
Among  these  may  be  noticed  the  falls  on  Jacock's  run,  near 
Genesee,  and  Fall  brook,  a  few  miles  further  south,  both  of 
which  have  evidently  receded,  from  the  undermining  of  the 
platform  over  which  the  water  is  precipitated.  The  amount 
during  this  time  is  very  small,  but  sufficient  to  be  appreciated. 
The  lower  falls  of  Portage  furnish  another  example  of  reces- 
sion, where  large  masses  have  been  removed,  the  channel 
deepened,  and  cut  backwards  many  feet  in  the  space  of  four 
years. 

Lateral  streams  flowing  into  ravines  or  river  courses,  furnish 
the  most  palpable  evidence  of  the  excavating  power  of  water. 
The  channel  of  Wolf  creek,  which  comes  into  the  Genesee 
through  a  perpendicular  wall  of  rock,  is  a  good  example  of 
this  kind,  where  the  evidence  is  conclusive  that  the  excavat* 
ing  power  is  alone  due  to  the  stream.  The  junction  of  a 
small  stream  with  the  Genesee,  on  the  west  side,  below  Roch- 
ester, furnishes  another  example  of  this  power.  This  stream 
has  cut  its  channel  through  soft  shale  for  fifty  feet  or  more,  a 
bed  of  limestone  eighteen  feet  thick,  a  bed  of  shale  of  equal 
thickness,  and  below  this  another  bed  of  limestone  nearly 
equal  to  the  upper  one.  Many  more  examples  of  a  similar 
kind  might  be  named,  on  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes,  and 
their  valleys  continued  to  the  south. 

A  remarkable  fact  connected  with  these  lateral  water  courses 
is  that  their  dimensions  bear  some  proportion  to  their  present 
quantity  of  water.  And  although  the  actual  quantity  flowing 
in  any  stream  may  seem  insufficient  to  excavate  its  bed,  yet  I 
believe,  generally,  the  largest  streams  will  be  found  in  the 
largest  ravines,  and  the  small  lateral  streams  have  always  a 
proportionately  smaller  channel.  If  in  any  case  we  find  the 
stream  debouching  into  the  lake,  river,  or  valley,  through  a 
chasm  with  nearly  perpendicular  sides,  and  little  or  no  wider 
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than  it  is  farther  up  the  stream,  we  may  infer  that  the  action 
of  the  sea  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  its  excavation. 

So  far  as  our  present  knowledge  extends,  regarding  the 
mode  of  excavation  by  streams,  conjointly  with  the  action  of 
the  sea  upon  clifs,  I  consider  the  question  regarding  Niagara 
as  settled ;  both  by  the  analogy  thus  afforded,  and  by  the  ex- 
amples of  streams  passing  over  the  same  succession  of  rocks ; 
as  the  Oak  Orchard  creek  and  the  Genesee  river.  The  nar- 
rowness of  the  chasm  from  Lewiston  to  the  site  of  the  present 
cascade,  the  nearly  perpendicular  sides,  and  the  absence  of 
drift  within  its  banks,  are  strong  negative  facts  in  support  of 
the  proposition.  The  evidence  that  the  falls  are  now  reced- 
ing, and  the  incontestible  proof  that  they  have  receded  con- 
siderably since  this  region  has  been  inhabited,  are  positive 
facts  in  favor  of  the  hypothesis.  Within  four  years,  a  laige 
triangular  mass  has  disappeared  from  the  top  of  the  American 
fall,  and  the  outline  is  becoming  more  curved.  At  several 
successive  periods,  large  masses  have  fallen  from  the  table 
rock,  on  the  Canada  side,  which  has  considerably  changed  the 
outline  of  the  fall. 

There  is  still  further  evidence  that  the  waters  of  the  Ni- 
agara river  have  once  extended  much  nearer  to  the  brow  of 
the  escarpment  than  they  do  at  present.  The  nature  of  this 
evidence  I  pointed  out  in  my  report  on  the  fourth  Geological 
District  of  New  York,  in  1838,  pages  271,  272,  and  273.  At 
that  time,  I  was  not  aware  that  the  same  phenomena  had 
before  been  noticed,  though  I  have  since  learned  that  the  ex- 
istence of  fresh  water  deposits  in  Goat  Island  had  been  men- 
tioned some  years  previous.  Whether  the  important  inference 
had  been  deduced  from  this  fact  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Goat  Island  stands  upon  the  top  of  the  precipice  separating 
the  two  falls ;  it  is  formed  by  the  accumulation  of  gravel, 
sand,  and  clay,  upon  the  surface  of  the  limestone,  and  is  evi- 
dently a  portion  of  a  once  much  more  extensive  deposit. 
Upon  the  southern  side  of  this  island,  where  there  is  an  es- 
carpment, the  thickness  of  the  mass  is  about  twentyfive  feet. 
The  upper  half  of  the  deposit  consists  of  coarse  gravel  and 
sand^  with  abundance  of  fresh  water  shells  of  the  genera 
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Unio,  Cyclas,  Limnea,  Planorbis,  Yalvata,  and  Melania ;   the 
same  both  in  genera  and  species  as  those  now  inhabiting  the 
river  and  lakes.     The  occurrence  of  these  shells,  in  this  situ- 
ation, about  twentyfive  feet  higher  than  the  top  of  the  fall, 
proves  the  existence  of  a  river  or  lake  at  an  elevation  suffi- 
cient to  allow  of  such  a  deposition,  for  this  accumulation  of 
shells  and  gravel  bears  all  the  evidence  of  a  fluviatile  deposit. 
During  the  past  season,  in  company  with  my  friend,  Mr. 
Lyell,  I  re-examined  this  region,  and  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  in  a  terrace  about  the  same  elevation  as  Ooat  Island,  we 
discovered  the  Cyclas,  Yalvata,  inc.  which  had  been  thrown 
from  an  excavation  made  several  years  since.     At  the  same 
place,  a  tooth  and  some  bones  of  the  Mastodon  were  discover- 
ed eleven  feet  beneath  the  f  uviatile  deposit.    Farther  north- 
ward, and  more  than  half  a  mile  north  of  Goat  Island,  in 
another  excavation,  we  discovered  similar  shells.     We  also 
noticed  the  continuation  of  this  terrace,  or  one  about  the  same 
elevation,  as  far  north  as  the  whirlpool.     We  did  not  search 
for  shells  in  it  at  this  place ;  but  from  its  character  and  posi- 
tion there  can  be  little  doubt  but  it  is  a  continuation  of  the 
same  deposit,  and  probably  will  be  found  to  contain  the  same 
shells.    Now  in  order  to  raise  the  water  of  the  river  to  suffi- 
cient height  to  make  this  deposit,  it  would  require  a  barrier 
for  the  water  at  some  distance  north  of  the  whirlpool.     On 
the  other  side  of  the  river  a  similar  terrace  exists,  but  this  I 
have  not  particularly  examined.*    Now  these  banks  or  terra- 
ces on  either  side  of  the  river,  and  that  of  Goat  Island,  are 
clearly  not  deposits  made  in  this  form,  but  the  remains  of  a 
once  much  more  extensive  one.     During  the  time  of  its  de- 
position the  river  occupied  this  valley,  having  its  barrier  far 
towards  Lewiston.     In  the  bed  of  this  expanded  river  or  lake, 
much  as  it  now  is  above  the  rapids,  this  deposit  was  made, 
covering  the  whole  extent ;  but  from  the  wearing  back  of  the 
fall  it  has  been  carried  off,  the  margin  only  being  left  on 
either  side,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  central  part  forming 
Goat  Island.     The  following  diagram  will  exhibit  the  posi- 

*  Mr.  Hajei  •pt«ki  of  th*  Umeei  on  both  tidei  of  the  river,  ai  containinf 
fiMh  water  depoaita.    Amar.  Joomal  of  fleiafiea,  Vol.  XXXV^  No.  I. 
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tion  of  this  fresh  water  deposiL    It  is  a  cross  section  of  the 
river  at  the  falls. 


•.  Tlw  terrace  with  abella  on  the  eMIani  nil«. 

t.  Goat  liltnd.    e.  The  Urrice  on  the  CuMdl  lid*. 

d.  The  BDcicDi  driA.     L    Limeitone.    8.  Shele. 

From  its  present  position,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  continu- 
ous deposit,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  remored. 
The  mode  of  its  formation  can  be  well  illustrated  by  referring 
to  Fig.  1,  which  is  intended  to  represent  what  is  now  going 
on  above  the  rapitls,  in  the  broad  expansion  of  the  river. 
a.  a.  represents  the  fluriatile  deposit  made  by  materials 
brought  down  by  the  cUnent,  and  doubtless  mingled  with  a 
large  accumulation  of  shells  of  Unio,  Melania,  Anculotus,  Sec 
as  these  shells  are  abundant  above  the  falls,  and  lai^e  num- 
bers of  the  shells  of  Uniones  are  constantly  brought  down  the 
rapids  during  the  summer  season. 

The  single  terrace  containing  shells  is  not  the  only  one,  for 
on  the  eastern  side,  at  tower  elevations,  there  are  in  succession 
two  others,  which  seem  to  be  remains  of  the  deposit  in  the 
river  bed,  as  it  successively  excavated  its  barrier  to  the  north, 
and  receded  towards  its  present  position.  For  the  greater 
part  of  the  distance  from  the  falls  to  Black  Rock,  on  the  east- 
em  side  there  is  a  terrace  or  bank  a  few  feet  higher  than  the 
river,  which  may  have  originally  limited  its  waters  when  it 
stood  at  the  level  indicated  by  the  fresh  water  deposit  of  Goat 
Island.  Near  Black  Rock,  and  bordering  the  valley  of  the 
Tonawanda,  there  is  a  terrace  some  twenty  feet  higher, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  boundary  of  the  river  or  lake 
at  a  still  earlier  period;  but  with  these  we  have,  at  present, 
nothing  to  do.  The  existence  of  the  fluviatile  deposit  of 
Goat  Isiand,  and  at  the  same  leve\  ou  tiie  easVftiu  s^^  q'^  >\a 
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river,  requires  for  its  elucidation  the  existence  of  water  stand- 
ing at  a  level  somewhat  higher,  in  order  to  allow  of  the  de- 
posit being  made  in  the  bed  of  the  stream.  To  accomplish 
this,  a  barrier  is  required  further  north  than  the  whirlpool, 
and  about  the  height  of  the  surface  of  limestone  between  this 
and  Lewiston.  The  occurrence  of  successive  terraces  below 
this  one,  proves  that  the  drainage  to  the  present  point  was  not 
eflfected  suddenly. 

There  is  another  fact  which  should  be  noticed,  as  proving 
the  existence  of  a  current  from  south  to  north,  during  the  de- 
position of  the  materials  forming  Goat  Island.  The  pebbles, 
at  least  large  numbers  of  them,  are  of  the  limestone  of  Black 
Rock,  and  the  harder  layers  of  the  saliferous  formation,  like 
the  rock  in  place  at  the  upper  end  of  Grand  Island.  The 
surface  of  the  rock,  on  which  the  deposit  forming  Goat  Island 
is  made,  is  smoothed  and  scratched,  as  are  the  surrounding 
surfaces  both  in  the  rapids  and  on  either  bank  of  the  river. 
The  deposit  is  of  greatest  thickness  towards  the  fall,  and  thins 
entirely  out  at  its  eastern  extremity. 

There  is  another  indentation  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Niagara,  below  the  whirlpool.  This  has  been  cited  as  a  case 
where  the  small  stream  coming  in,  is  insufficient  to  account 
for  such  an  excavation.*  It  occurs  at  the  junction  of  Bloody 
run  and  the  river,  and  bears  the  strongest  evidence  of  having 
been  produced  by  the  common  agents,  frost  and  water.  The 
wearing  action  of  the  stream  alone  is  probably  insufficient  t4> 
produce  this  short  ravine,  which  extends  a  few  rods  back  from 
the  margin  of  the  river  bank ;  but  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  the  water  penetrates  all  the  fissures  of 
the  rock,  and  then,  during  fall  and  winter,  expands  by  freez- 
ing, we  shall  find  means  of  explaining  the  mode  of  operaUon. 
At  the  falls,  the  recession  is  by  the  undermining  and  breaking 
down  of  the  upper  masses ;  the  action  of  frost  is  not  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  as  the  water  never  freezes.  Now  ' 
consider  it  as  an  established  fact,  that  small  streams,  whic 
freeze  during  winter,  will  excavate  their  beds  more  rapid! 

•  Am.  Journal  of  Scienco,  Vol.  XXXV,  No.  I. 
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in  proportion,  than  large  bodies  of  water,  which  never  freeze. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  indentation  at  Bloody  run  is  not 
greater  than  might  be  expected  to  have  taken  place  while 
the  main  channel  receded  to  its  present  position. 

Whatever  facts  and  arguments  may  be  advanced  to  prove 
the  existence  of  phenomena  indicating  the  former  action  of 
the  sea  in  excavating  the  Niagara  channel,  and  whatever  ob- 
jections may  be  advanced  for  or  against  other  theories,  I  am 
fully  of  opinion  that  the  existence  of  the  falls  and  the  Niagara 
river,  in  their  present  position,  is  of  very  rcceut^date,  geologi- 
cally speaking.  I  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  at  some  preri- 
ous  period  the  waters  of  the  upper  lakes  were  discharged  into 
Ontario  at  its  western  extremity,  and  that  subsequently,  from 
causes  which  at  present  I  have  not  facts  sufficient  to  explain, 
the  course  was  changed,  and  the  outlet  made  through  Lake 
Erie.  Previous  to  this  time,  there  may  have  been  a  small 
stream  flowing  in  the  direction  of  the  present  Niagara. 

We  come  now  to  consider  the  future  recession  of  Niagara 
falls,  and  its  consequences.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  many 
speculations  have  been  hazarded,  but  no  one  appears  to  have 
undertaken  the  calculation  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  geol- 
ogy of  the  district,  or  to  have  taken  into  account  the  many 
disturbing  influences.  At  the  present  time,  the  cliflT  over 
which  the  water  is  precipitated,  is  nearly  equally  divided  be- 
tween thick  bedded  limestone  and  soft,  disintegrating  shale. 
It  is  by  the  action  of  the  spray  from  the  falling  water  upon 
the  shale,  undermining  and  leaving  the  limestone  unsupported, 
which  falls  down  by  its  own  weight,  that  the  falls  recede  from 
their  present  position.  Now  if  we  believe  the  statements  of 
those  who  have  resided  at  the  falls,  the  recession  has  been 
about  fifty  yards  within  the  last  forty  years ;  but  from  all  the 
data  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  appears  to  be  much  too 
great  an  estimate  ;  indeed,  it  is  extremely  questionable  if  the 
fall  has  receded  as  many  feet  within  that  time.  The  central 
portion  of  the  Canada  fall  recedes  more  rapidly  than  any  other 
part,  for  here  the  greatest  force  of  the  river  is  exerted.  We 
know,  likewise,  from  the  testimony  of  all  residents  at  this 
place,  that  the  American  fall  is  beeom\T\%  mote  c,\xn^^\xL\\a 
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outline,  whereas  formerly  it  was  nearly  in  a  straight  line. 
The  successive  descent  of  large  masses  of  limestone,  and  the 
still  continued  overhanging  of  the  table  rock,  prove  very  con- 
clusively the  unremitting  action  of  water  and  air  upon  the 
shale  below. 

In  the  absence  of  established  landmarks,  we  are  compelled 
to  leave  the  rate  of  recession  unsettled  for  the  present ;  and 
the  only  mode  by  which  this  can  be  determined  accurately  is, 
by  a  systematic  survey  and  triangulation  of  the  form  of  the 
cascade,  and  the  establishment  of  permanent  marks  of  refer- 
ence for  future  observers. 

Leaving  out  of  view  the  time  or  rate  of  recession,  we  have 
sufficient  data  to  establish  with  certainty  the  future  changes 
which  will  supervene,  allowing  the  recession  to  go  on  as  it  is 
now  doing.  The  lower  half  of  the  rock  at  the  cascade,  or 
about  eighty  feet,  is  of  soft  shale,  the  limestone  above  being 
of  equal  thickness ;  higher  still  is  about  forty  feet  of  thin, 
bedded  limestone,  forming  the  rapids.  These  different  rocks 
are  represented  in  the  section  as  7,  8  and  8',  respectively. 
Now  these  beds  dip  to  the  south  at  the  rate  of  aboi^t  twenty- 
five  feet  in  the  mile,  and  the  declivity  of  the  bed  of  the  river 
is  about  fifteen  feet  in  the  mile,  from  the  falls  to  Lewiston. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  as  the  falls  recede,  there  will  be  a 
less  amoimt  of  shale  above  water^  owing  to  the  dip,  and  to 
this  must  be  added  the  amount  of  declivity  in  tl^e  river  bed, 
both  together  making  forty  feet.  So  that  when  the  fall  has 
receded  one  mile,  the  surface  of  the  water  will  stand  at  A:., 
or  a  point  in  the  shale  half  way  betW'een  the  present  surface 
of  the  water  and  the  bottom  of  the  limestone.  Going  on  at 
this  rate  for  another  mile  would  take  away  from  the  fall  forty 
feet  more  of  the  shale,  so  that  the  surface  of  the  river  would 
stand  at  p.  or  the  base  of  the  limestone. 

The  cataract  would  then  have  a  solid  wall  of  limestone  to 
wear  down,  the  river  beneath  protecting,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  undermining  action  upon  the  shale.  During  this  time, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  first  mile,  the  falls  would  have  arrived 
at  the  present  site  of  the  commencement  of  the  rapids,  and 
thus  about  forty  feet  more  of  limestone  would  be  added  to 
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the  height ;  unless  from  its  thin  bedded  character  it  continued 
to  recede  faster,  and  thus  continue  a  rapid.  In  this  case, 
there  would  be  a  fall  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  at  the 
end  of  the  first  mile  (t.  k,)\  and  one  of  eighty  feet  (o.  p-)^ 
the  end  of  the  second  mile. 

At  this  period,  then,  we  are  to  contemplate  the  cataract  of 
Niagara  as  having  receded  two  miles,  the  shale  having  disap- 
peared beneath  the  river,  and  the  cascade  presenting  a  solid 
wall  of  limestone  eighty  feet  high,  and  a  rapid  of  forty  or  fifty 
feet  (o.  m.)  beyond.  The  recession  would  then  go  on  very 
gradually,  and  so  soon  as  masses  from  this  cliff  have  fallen 
down  to  fill  up  the  river  bed,  as  they  inevitably  will  in  a 
great  measure,  then  the  base  will  be  protected  so  effectually 
that  little  influence  will  be  exerted  by  the  force  of  the  water. 
Eventually,  however,  the  cliff  will  be  broken  down,  and  huge 
fragments  piled  up  below,  until  the  cataract  will  be  nearly 
lost  amid  them.  This  state  of  things  will  continue  for  a  long 
time,  the  height  gradually  diminishing,  till  the  river  has  cut 
its  way  back  for  two  miles  further,  when  there  will  be  no 
thick  bedded  limestone  above  water,  and  the  higher  beds  will 
form  a  rapid  as  before. 

This  point  of  meeting,  between  the  surface  of  the  river 
and  the  top  of  the  thick  bedded  limestone,  will  be  about  one 
hundred  feet  lower  than  the  summit  of  the  present  cascade, 
and  as  there  will  be  forty  feet  of  rapids  in  the  thin  bedded 
limestone  within  a  short  $pace,  as  there  now  is,  it  follows  that 
there  will  be  added  to  the  descent  of  the  river  beyond  the 
rapids,  one  hundred  feet  more  than  at  present,  as  the  surface 
of  the  limestone  has  dipped  to  that  amount.  The  whole  fall 
in  the  river  at  that  time,  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  point  of  junc« 
tion  between  the  limestone  and  water  below  the  rapids  (A.  o.), 
will  be  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet.  The  distance 
between  this  point  and  Lake  Erie  is  occupied  by  nearly  uni- 
form soft  layers,  and  after  a  partial  wearing  down  of  the  lime- 
stone forming  the  rapids,  the  descent  will  be  equally  distributed 
over  the  whole  extent  of  sixteen  miles,  giving  a  uniform  de- 
clivity of  about  ten  feet  in  the  mile,  or  one  third  less  than 
the  present  declivity  in  the  bed  of  the  river  ftom.  the  falls  to 
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Lewiston.  From  the  nature  of  the  bed  of  the  river  for  fifteen 
miles  below  Lake  Erie,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  rapid 
descent  along  the  whole  distance  would  be  continued;  for 
the  stream,  having  no  heavy  blocks  of  rock  to  remove,  would 
keep  its  channel  clear  with  a  far  less  declivity  ;  and  should 
this  prove  the  case  here,  we  might  still  have  a  fall  of  a  few 
feet,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Erie,  over  the  limestone  succeeding 
the  saliferous  group. 

Whether  such  a  fall  would  occur  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Erie, 
depends  on  the  solution  of  the  problem  regarding  the  acquired 
declivity  in  the  bed  of  the  river  below  Lake  Erie.  Which- 
ever way  it  may  occur  it  will  make  no  material  difierence  in 
the  great  result,  which  will  be  either  a  continuous  rapid 
stream  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lewiston,  or  a  rapid  stream  with  a 
fall  at  the  outlet  of  Erie.  If  present  causes  continue  to  ope- 
rate as  now,  such  will  be  the  consummation,  the  finale,  of 
the  grand  cataract  of  Niagara. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  follow  on  this  recession  gradually 
firom  the  outlet  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  final  drainage  of  a  great 
portion  of  its  waters.  The  views  which  have  been  enter- 
tained of  the  sudden  drainage  of  this  or  any  of  the  upper 
lakes,  and  a  deluging  of  the  country  on  the  north  and  east, 
are  no  longer  considered  as  tenable  by  any  one,  and  even 
if  Lake  Erie  could  be  drained  suddenly,  it  would  cause  no 
deluge  of  any  importance.  If  the  whole  lake  were  at  once 
placed  upon  Lake  Ontario,  it  would  only  elevate  its  surface 
by  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  so  that  its  extent  would 
scarcely  exceed  the  limits  of  the  ancient  lake  ridge,  and  the 
outlet  would  still  be  the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

In  calculating  the  future  recession  of  Niagara  falls,  there 
are  many  disturbing  influences  to  be  considered.  At  the 
present  time,  by  means  of  the  Erie  and  Welland  canals,  large 
quantities  of  water,  which  formerly  flowed  over  the  fall,  are 
returned  to  Lake  Ontario  by  other  than  the  natural  channels. 
The  Illinois  canal,  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan, 
will  drain  a  large  amount  of  water  in  that  direction,  which 
will  find  its  way  to  the  ocean  through  the  Mississippi  river 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Extensive  improvements  have  been 
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contemplated  at  the  falls,  and  the  erection  of  manufiu^tories, 
by  which  great  quantities  of  water  from  above  the  rapids  will 
be  returned  to  the  Niagara  channel  below  the  falls.  Thus  far 
the  country  supplying  water  to  the  upper  lakes  has  been  but 
Uttlo  changed  by  the  hand  of  cultivation,  the  primeval  forests 
still  clothe  the  surface,  and  evaporation  to  a  great  extent  is 
prevented.  This  cannot  always  remain  so;  the  advancing 
settlements  will  yet  penetrate  even  the  wilderness  bordering 
Lake  Superior,  and  the  opening  of  the  surface  to  the  influence 
of  the  sun's  rays  will  greatly  diminish  the  supply  of  water 
flowing  into  the  tributaries.  These  causes  will  sensibly  di- 
minish the  quantity  passing  down  the  natural  outlet ;  and  the 
mighty  Niagara,  the  "  Thunder  of  Waters,^^  is  destined  to  be 
at  certain  seasons  but  a  diminutive  representative  of  its  former 
grandeur. 

Note.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  paper,  I  have  referred  to 
some  notes  and  correspondence  with  Mr.  Roy,  Government 
Engineer  at  Toronto,  U.  C.  From  levels  which  he  has  made 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  dueenston  heights,  at  several  places, 
he  says  the  crest  of  the  terrace  constantly  declines  going 
westward  from  the  river,  while  the  base  continues  at  the  same 
elevation.  This  fact  is  opposed  to  information  I  had  before 
received,  and  to  the  general  belief.  If  this  be  substantiated, 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  statement,  it  may  ma- 
terially alter  the  reasoning  in  regard  to  the  former  recession, 
of  the  falls,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  chasm  has  been 
excavated. 

From  the  Niagara  river  there  is  a  declination  of  the  crest  of 
the  terrace  eastward,  so  that  at  Rochester  its  summit  is  about 
sixtyfive  feet  below  the  level  of  Lake  Erie ;  giving  in  this 
direction  a  descent  of  about  one  hundred  feet  in  eighty  miles.* 
I  have  no  data  for  determining  the  rate  of  declination  wester- 
ly, but  whatever  it  may  be,  it  proves  the  course  of  the  Niagara 
to  be  upon  or  near  the  highest  part  of  this  terrace.  If  this 
inequality  of  the  surface  was  produced  by  some  force  after 
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the  strata  became  consolidateij^theTe  might  have  been  pro 
duced  a  rent  in  this  diiection,  as  in  the  diagram  which  repre- 
sents a  transverse  section. 

This  may  have  been  the  first  cause  of  directing  the  water 
in  its  present  channel,  which  was  afterwards  widened  by  the 
river.    There  seems  some  reason  to  suppose  this  may  have 
been  the  case,  from  the  general  direction  of  the  chasm,  being 
at  right  angles  with  the  strike  of  the  strata.    If  this  be  true, 
however,  the  fissure  must  have  been  extremely  narrow,  and 
still  have  left  to  the  river  the  work  of  excavation,  though 
under  very  different  circumstances.     The  reasoning  in  regard 
to  the  existence  of  a  depression  previous  to  the  excavation  of 
a  deep  channel,  will  still  hold  true,  as  well  as  that  regarding 
the  fresh  water  deposits,  and  the  terrace  extending  to  the 
whirlpool.     The  future  recession  of  the  cataract  cannot  be 
affected  in  any  manner  by  this  fisu^t,  for  if  such  a  rent  ever 
existed,  it  seems  not  to  have  extended  as  far  as  the  present 
site  of  the  falls,  for  all  the  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
process  of  retrogression  goes  on  by  the  action  of  the  water 
upon  the  shale,  which  undermines  the  limestone.    If  there 
was  a  fissure  in  the  course  of  the  Niagara,  it  did  not  reach  so 
deep  as  the  bed  of  the  river,  for  it  seems  quite  certain  that 
the  thick  bed  of  sandstone  (No.  2)  of  section,)  has  never  been 
excavated  very  deeply  below  the  present  surface  of  the  river. 
If  these  views  regarding  the  elevation  of  the  terrace  are 
found  to  hold  true,  it  will  aid  in  establishing  the  opinion  be- 
fore expressed,  that  the  present  channel  of  Niagara  is  of 
recent  date.    I  have  long  believed  that  the  former  outlet  of 
the  great  Lakes  was  by  the  western  end  of  Lake  Ontario, 
though  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  investigations  to  the 
extent  desired  in  order  to  establish  that  opinion. 

The  period  when  the  disturbance  of  the  strata  took  place, 
is  one  of  great  importance,  and  may  aid  in  determining  the 
comparative  age  of  the  Niagara  channel,  and  the  period  of  the 
drift.  That  the  former  was  subsequent,  however,  does  not 
admit  of  doubt.  I  am  not  aware  how  fax  the  terrace  contin- 
ues to  decline  westward  firom  the  Niagara  river,  but  it  is  quite 
certain  that  the  limestone  rises  before  going  as  far  west  as  the 
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head  of  Lake  Erie ;  for  wekjbid  crossing  this  lake  near  its 
western  extremity,  an  anticlinal  axis  which  extends  northwaid 
into  Canada,  and  southward  entirely  across  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Now  this  may  have  happened  at  the  same  period  as  the  disturb- 
ance or  uplift,  further  east,  and  the  production  of  this  western 
axis  may  have  resulted  in  turning  the  course  of  the  outlet,  and 
the  formation  of  the  Niagara  river ;  but  more  facts  are  required 
before  any  speculations  can  be  offered  upon  this  subject 


Abt.  XL  — note   to   the   EDITORS  RESPECTING    FOSSIL 
BONES   FROM  OREGON.      Bt  Heitkt  C.  Perkius,   M.  D.^  of 

Newburyport 

Gentlemen, — In  the  last  numl>er  of  the  American  J<4pRud 
of  Science  may  be  found  the  description  of  a  fossil  os  Immeri^ 
of  gigantic  dimensions,  which,  with  the  knowledge  t  posses- 
sed at  the  date  of  that  paper,  I  did  not  presume  to  name,  al- 
though fully  persuaded  that  the  animal  to  which  it  belonged 
should  be  referred  to  the  order  Edentata.  Having  seen,  within 
a  few  days,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  the  description  by  Dr.  Harlan,  of  Philadelphia,  of  a 
fossil  humerus  very  like  to  that  in  my  possession,  I  am  indu- 
ced to  offer  this  note  for  publication. 

The  fossil  humerus  described  by  Dr.  Harlan  in  the  p^)er 
above  referred  to,  formed  part  of  a  large  collection  of  fossil 
bones  obtained  by  Mr.  A.  Koch,  in  Benton  county,  Missouri. 
It  was  <<  twenty  inches  long,  and  fourteen  in  diameter ;  of  a 
massive  structure  and  deeply  grooved  by  the  muscular  attach- 
ments. In  place  of  a  foramen,  as  in  the  humerus  of  the 
Megalonyx,  the  exterior  surface,  near  the  elbow  joint  has  a 
deep  groove  for  the  origin  of  the  flexor  muscles.  The  con- 
dyles are  of  great  breadth,  as  in  the  Megatherium.  The  infe- 
rior articulating  surface  consists  of  two  facets,  one  exterior 
and  convex,  the  other  concavo-convex,  admitting  a  gingly- 
mous  and  rocking  motion."  If  now  we  substitute  eleven 
and  a  quarter  in  the  place  of  "  fouileen,'^  Bt.  Tiai\axv.  \mm^^\xv 
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the  above  quotation,  with  greal^pcciiracy,  described  my  fossil, 
although  he  has  omitted  to  mentioD  a  marked  projection  upon 
the  outer  part  of  the  bone,  which  is  to  be  found  on  my  speci- 
men, and  figured  in  Prof.  Silliman's  Journal.  It  is  possible, 
however,  tnat  this  process  may  have  been  broken  o^  in  the 
fossil  he  was  describing,  as  they  are  spoken  of  by  that  gen- 
tleman as  *<  more  or  less  perfectly  preserved." 

In  the  collection  of  Mr.  Eoch  there  <<  are  2  fossil  humeri,  2 
tibiae,  2  portions  of  the  radius,  2  of  the  clavicle,  parts  of  seve- 
ral ribs,  2  vertebrae,  a  cubitus,  24  teeth,  8  of  them  in  their 
sockets,  2  firagments  of  a  lower  jaw  with  2  and  3  teeth  in 
9itu,  2  fragments  of  the  upper  jaw,  6  ungueal  phalanges,  a 
sternum  of  4  articulated  pieces,  and  a  part  of  the  ilema  and 
sacrum." 

From  the  near  approach  in  the  form  of  these  bones  to  those 
of  tjj^e  Orycteropus,  Dr.  Har)|ui  proposes  to  name  his  animal 
the  Orycterotherium  Missouriensis.  From  the  striking  re- 
semblllKe  which  appears  to  me  to  exist  between  my  fossil 
and  the  humerus  of  the  Ant-eater,  and  more  especially  from 
the  inference  I  have  drawn,  that  the  animal  of  wliich  it 
formed  a  part  must  have  been  a  digging  animal,  (opux7;,p,  a 
digger f  and  ^i]piov,  animal,)  I  know  of  no  appellation  which 
could  have  been  more  appropriate  than  the  one  proposed.  I 
regret  exceedingly  that  Dr.  Harlan's  description  was  unaccom- 
panied with  any  drawings,  as  this  would  have«enabled  me  to 
determine  positively  whether  these  two  animals  belonged  to 
the  same  genus.  I  strongly  suspect,  however,  for  the  reason 
above  given,  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  with  pleasure  adopt 
his  generic  name.  And  as  his  species  is  designated  from  the 
locality,  and  the  locality  whence  mine  was  obtained  is  in  an- 
other territory,  the  cast,  which  will  shortly  be  placed  in  the 
Cabinet  of  your  Society,  will  not,  I  think,  be  inappropriately 
named  (for  the  present  at  least),  if  it  be  labelled,  the  right 
hum^jrus  of  Orycterotherium  Oregonensis. 

Allow  me  to  make  one  remark  in  relation  to  the  tooth  de- 
scribed and  figured  in  the  American  Journal.  I  had  supposed, 
until  very  recently,  that  the  Mylodon  of  Owen,  and  the 
Megahnyx  of  Dr.  Harlan  were  the  same.    From  a  compari- 
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son  of  the  figure  of  the  toq|||p^  Mylodon,  in  the  Penny  C7- 
clopedia,  (and  this  is  the  only  figure  of  the  tooth  I  have  been 
able  to  find,)  with  that  found  in  the  Medica]  and  Physical 
Researches,  this  opinion  would  seem  to  have  bee^^rroneou& 
Whether  the  tooth  figured  by  me  does  or  does  not  belong  to 
Mylodon,  it  appears  to  be  essentially  different,  in  form  and 
structure,  from  that  of  the  Megalonyx;  and  as  the  teeth 
found  among  the  fossils  described  by  Dr.  Harlan  are  said  "  to 
be  very  similar  to  those  of  the  Megalonyx,"  I  am  left  in  doubt 
whether  my  tooth  and  humerus  belonged  to  the  ^eune  animal, 
and  know  of  no  means  of  removing  this  uncertainty,  until  an 
opportunity  presents  of  comparing  them  together,  or  examin- 
ing the  tooth  by  the  light  of  Owen's  Odontograidiy. 

One  word  in  reference  to  the  dentate  vertebra  spoken  of  in 
the  American  Journal.  Although  I  have  only  the  body  of 
the  vertebra,  which  has  left  upott  it,  however,  the  rtrrrtri  10fiT 
transverse  processes,  I  believe  the  foramen  for  the  p^BKe  of 
the  spinal  marrow  must  have  been  much  larger  thnr  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  in  the  vertebrae  of  the  Orycterotherium; 
and  from  its  strong  resemblance  in  form  and  size  to  that  of 
the  Elephant,  I  would  now  refer  it  to  the  fossil  species  of  thii 
genus. 

The  fragments  of  bone  belonging  to  the  extremities  of 

some  gigantic  animal,  to  which  I  referred  in  the  Journal,  I 

had  hoped,  efb  this,  to  have  formed  some  definite  opinion 

upon  ;  this  however,  for  the  want  of  prdper  facilities,  I  have 

been  unable  to  accomplish.     It  is  my  intention  to  exhibit  the 

collection  before  the  Association  of  American  Geologists,  at 

their  next  meeting,  in  April,  when,  without  doubt,  they  will 

all  be  assigned  to  their  appropriate  places. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Henrt  C.  Perkins,  M.  D. 
Boston,  Jan.  25,  1842. 
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Art.  XL  —  REMARKS  UPON  CORAL  FORMATIONS  IN  THE 
PACinC ;  WITH  SUGGESTIONS  AS  TO  THE  CAUSES  OP 
THEIR  ABSENCE  IN  THE  SAME  PARALLELS  OP  LATI- 
TUDE #1  THE  COAST  OP  SOUTH  AMERICA.  Br  Joseph  P. 
CocTHouY.    Read  December  15,  1841. 

[Continued  from  page  105.] 

The  conclusions  to  which  I  have  been  led  by  all  the  ob- 
servations made  among  the  coral  islands  of  Polynesia,  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows  : — firstly,  that  the  subsidence  was  not 
continuous,  but  interrupted  by  long  periods  during  which  the 
land,  and  after  its  disappearance,  the  reef,  remained  stationary, 
and  the  successive  terraces  were  formed ;  secondly,  fhat  it 
continued,  at  least  in  certain  places,  up  to  a  comparatively 
recent  day,  and  ceased  not  long  after  the  total  submergence  of 
tl^|ke-existing  land ;  thirdly,  that  there  followed  an  indefi- 
nite interval  of  repose,  with  the  reef  at  a  sufficient  depth 
below  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  to  enable  the  polypes  to  con- 
struct the  overhanging  shelf  whose  fragments  now  strew  the 
upper  plateau ;  fourthly,  that  to  this  quiescent  state  ensued 
one  of  re-elevation,*  at  a  period  of  which,  when  the  shelf 
was  considerably  lower  than  the  plateau  now  is,  yet  exposed 
to  the  full  violence  of  the  surf,  it  was  torn  off  and  the  frag- 
ments carried  to  their  present  locality ;  and  lastly,  that  this 
re-elevatory  process  is  still  going  forward,  not  only  in  the 
coral  groups,  but  also  in  most  of  the  volcanic  ones  of  Poly- 
nesia. 

After  what  has  been  said,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  re- 
mark further  upon  the  first  of  these  conclusions.  As  regards 
the  second,  I  will  here  briefly  notice  one  of  the  facts  on 
which  it  rests.  At  Rose  Island,  a  chain  of  coral  reefs  mostly 
covered  only  at  high  tide,  and  small  islets  but  a  few  feet 

*  There  is  one  peculiaritj  in  the  sea  or  barrier  reefs  of  all  the  volcanic  islands, 
for  which,  unless  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  recentness  of  their  elevation,  I 
can  at  present  suggest  no  explanation.  I  refer  to  the  entire  absence  upon  them, 
no  matter  how  exposed  maj  be  their  situation,  of  any  fragmentary  ridges,  such 
as  are  found  at  every  Paumotu,  even  where  the  distance  from  the  outer  plateau 
to  the  lagoon  is  much  less  than  the  breadth  of  some  barrier  reefs. 

18 
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above  water,  principally  looaff  rubble  and  sand,  the  whole 
about  a  league  in  circuit,  and  situated  twentyfive  or  thirty 
leagues  east  of  the  Samoas — so  recent  was  the  formation  that 
besides  the  main  entrance  into  the  lagoon  on  the  leeward  side, 
there  were  several  small  channels,  others  partially  bridged 
over,  and  some  closed  only  at  one  extremity.  Not  a  particle 
of  vegetation  had  yet  made  its  appearance,  elsewhere  than  on 
the  most  elevated  portion  of  one  sandy  knoll,  which  a  solitary 
shrub  (a  Pisonia,  if  I  recollect  right,)  had  begun  to  clothe 
with  verdure.  In  the  shallow  lagoon,  it  would  seem  as  if 
there  had  not  elapsed  since  its  formation  a  period  sufficient  for 
the  coral  to  have  grown  in  any  quantity,  as  only  a  few  small 
clusters  were  seen  here  and  there,  the  bottom  being  almost 
entirely  a  fine  white  coral  sand,  such  as  is  common  on  the 
beaches  of  those  islands  having  shore  reefs,  and  quite  destitute 
of  the  smooth,  calcareous  paste^  deposited  in  most  lagpons. 
Scattered  over  this  sand,  were  a  number  of  boulders  of*  tdI- 
canic  rock,  some  of  them  so  heavy  that  two  men  cocdd  not 
raise  them  from  the  bottom,  and  precisely  similar  in  appear- 
ance and  mineral  structure  to  that  constituting  the  mass  of 
the  neighboring  groups  of  Samoa  and  Tahiti.  A  specimen 
weighing  about  twenty  pounds  was  picked  up  in  four  feet 
of  water,  among  small  rolled  blocks  of  coral  conglome- 
rate. This  circumstance  appears  to  afford  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  main  rock  of  the  submerged  island  must  be  at  no 
great  depth  below  the  sandy  bottom  of  the  lagoon,  since  it 
was  evidently  not  long  since  acted  ujwn  by  the  surf,  the  only 
imaginable  power  which  could  have  placed  these  boulders  in 
their  present  situation.  At  the  same  time,  that  the  islets 
are  now  slowly  emerging,  is  indicated  by  the  whole  surface 
of  the  reef,  which  is  so  for  elevated,  that  the  corals  have 
nearly  ceased  to  flourish,  and  are  for  the  most  part  covered 
with  an  incrustation  of  lime,  which  promises  ere  long  to  unite 
the  whole  into  an  uniform  consolidated  mass. 

That  there  was  an  interval  of  quiescence  between  the  last 
epoch  of  subsidence  and  that  of  re-elevalion,  is,  I  think, 
proved  not  only  by  the  construction  of  the  marginal  project- 
ing  shelf,  which  has  evidently  once  existed  on  the   upper 
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plateau,  but  by  these  ele^ate^  islands,  like  Tahiti  and  others, 
having  both  shore  and  barrier  reefs,  which  are  raised  to  the 
same  level,  and  where  a  shore  reef  does  not  exist,  by  the  de- 
tached masses  and  clusters  of  hving  coral  that  are  found  at 
those  islands  in  only  three  or  four  feet  of  water,  and  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  beach,  quite  equalling  in  size  any  that  are 
found  upon  the  sea  reefs,  which  clusters  must  both  have 
grown  at  a  considerably  greater  depth,  and  required  a  long 
time  to  attain  their  present  magnitude. 

In  the  lectures  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  the  island 
of  Tahiti  was  incorrectly  represented  in  ground  plans  of  it 
exhibited  by  Prof.  Lyell,  and  also  described  by  him,  as  sur- 
rounded by  a  reef  enclosing  a  continuous  lagoon  of  nearly 
uniform  width  between  it  and  the  shore.  Of  a  fact  so  im- 
portant in  its  geological  bearings  as  the  co-existence  of  a 
fringing  and  lagoon-enclosing  reef  at  this  island,  the  distin- 
guished lecturer  was,  I  presume,  not  aware,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
in  no  manner  alluded  to  by  him.  There  is  scarcely  any  por- 
tion of  the  reef  which  I  have  not  visited,  and  so  far  from  en- 
circling the  island,  the  lagoon  only  exists  at  intervals,  and  in 
many  of  these  a  shore  reef  runs  out  so  far  as  to  leave  but 
a  narrow  boat  channel  between  it  and  the  outer  one.  Some- 
times it  terminates  in  a  cul  de  sac ;  in  other  places  it  commu- 
nicates with  the  sea  by  two  passages  near  its  extremities,  thus 
isolating  a  portion  of  the  outer  reef,  and  there  are  parts  of  the 
coast  where  for  miles  the  two  reefs  appear  to  have  united,  and 
there  is  no  intervening  canal ;  so  that  the  natives  wade  from 
the  beach  to  the  breakers.  It  would  be  nearer  the  truth,  to 
state  that  instead  of  a  continuous  lagoon,  there  is  a  nearly 
continuous  fringing  reef,  surrounding  the  island  and  varying 
from  a  few  yards  to  more  than  a  mile  in  width,  and  that  the 
lagoons  merely  form  canals  between  this  and  the  sea  reef. 
Like  the  latter,  these  shore  reefs  are  in  general  very  steep. 
There  is  one  in  Pappeiti,  the  principal  harbor,  forming  a  sort 
of  natural  pier,  alongside  of  which  a  vessel  can  lie  in  thirty 
or  forty  feet  of  water,  so  close  that  a  person  may  step  from 
her  channels,  upon  the  reef,  where  it  is  not  more  than  eighteen 
inches  or  two  feet  deep. 
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The  island  of  Eimeo,  lofty  and  broken  like  that  of  Tahiti, 
from  which  it  is  distant  between  four  and  five  leagues,  is  almost 
entirely  surrounded  by  a  fringing  reef,  containing  occasional 
small  lagoons  inaccessible  to  any  thing  but  a  canoe,  and  often 
having  no  entrance  whatever.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
several  other  islands  in  the  Tahitian  group.  For  these  reefi 
to  have  formed  upon  the  shore  and  extended  so  far  as  in  some 
instances  to  be  blended  with  the  outer  ones,  there  must  as  it 
seems  to  me,  have  been  a  long  period  of  rest  between  the 
cessation  of  subsidence  and  the  re-elevatory  process,  which  it 
is  my  belief  has  been  for  some  time  and  is  still  going  forward. 
For  this  belief  I  now  proceed  to  submit  some  of  the  reasons. 

At  almost  every  Paumotu  visited,  I  found  the  shore  of  the 
lagoon  raised  from  eighteen  to  thirty  inches,  containing  im- 
bedded shells,  and  corals  standing  as  they  grew. 

At  Clermont  Tormerre  Island,  on  the  North  shore  of  the  la- 
goon, there  is  a  reef  two  feet  above  sea  level,  literally  paved 
with  the  shells  of  Tridacnae,  imbedded  precisely  as  in  the 
adjacent  submerged  plateau,  and  in  a  state  of  perfect  preser- 
vation, even  as  to  color.  At  Honden  Island,  some  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  north-west  of  this,  a  similar  raised 
ledge  borders  the  lagoon.  At  Raraka,  three  hundred  miles 
further  west,  on  the  plain  between  the  windward  ridge  and 
lagoon,  which  had  a  very  slight  ascent  inland,  corals  both 
sessile  and  arborescent,  were  met  with  in  a  normad  position, 
half  a  mile  from  the  sea,  and  at  about  the  same  height  above 
it  as  the  shells  at  Clermont  Tonnerre.  At  King's  Island,  in 
crossing  from  the  leeward  beach  to  the  lagoon,  several  large 
tracts  of  reef-rock  were  observed,  full  of  imbedded  Tridacn®, 
and  corals  occupying  their  original  locality.  Similar  appear- 
ances were  presented  by  several  other  islands,  to  which  I 
cannot  refer  at  present. 

The  surface  reef  or  upper  terrace,  every  where  bears  evi- 
dence of  having  been  elevated  higher  than  the  natural  growth 
of  the  corals  would  raise  it,  in  their  scanty  number  and  di- 
minished size,  and  the  calcareous  incrustations  now  covering 
the  larger  portion  of  the  reef,  to  the  extinction  of  the  polypes. 
At  Waterland  Island,  the  leeward  reei  \^  c\y\\\.^  \>«t^  ^\  \a^ 
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water,  and  so  bold  that  one  may  spring  upon  it  from  a  boat 
without  wetting  his  feet.  So  trifling  is  the  depth  of  water 
on  other  reefs,  that  many  arborescent  and  some  even  oif  the 
sessile  corals,  have  their  superior  portions  so  constantly  expos- 
ed that  the  polypes  are  all  dead,  while  below  a  certain  line 
they  still  continue  to  flourish.  In  the  lagoons,  also,  are  fre- 
quently seen  clusters  of  Madrepore,  whose  extremities  are 
from  an  inch  to  a  foot  above  water,  which  Uke  those  on  the 
terraces  could  have  been  constructed  by  the  polypes,  only 
when  continually  covered  by  it. 

At  Christmas  Island,  the  re-elevation  has  been  so  great,  that 
the  lagoon,  of  sixty  miles  in  circuit,  is  in  no  part,  at  half  a  mile 
from  shore,  more  than  three  feet  deep,  has  hardly  any  where 
over  ten  feet  of  water  at  high  tide  and  is  full  of  still  shal- 
lower patches,  raised  reef-rock,  and  corals.     On  the  south-east 
side,  numerous  lagoons  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  couple  of 
leagues  in  compass,  originally  no  doubt  deep  hollows  in  the 
principal  one,  have  been  formed  by  the  elevation  of  their  sur- 
rounding bed  above  water.     In  some  of  these,  though  they 
have  no  outlet,  the  tide  continues  to  rise  and  fall  regularly, 
the  water  passing  readily  through  the  porous  sand,  but  the 
evaporation  is  such  as  to  render  them  exceedingly  salt.     In 
others,  the  water  is  entirely  dried  up,  and  the  bottom  covered 
with  a  thick  saline  incrustation.    The  intervals  between  these 
small  lagoons  and  hollows,  is  sometimes  the  bare  coral  rock, 
but  more  commonly  coral  sand  and  shells,  containing  an  infi- 
nite number  of  Echini,  Spatangi,  &c.  imbedded.     Near  the 
centre  of  the  island  are  plains  of  perfectly  level  coral  rock, 
some  of  them  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  raised  eight 
or  ten  feet  above  sea  level,  and  covered  with  about  a  foot  of 
black  porous  earth.     The  magnitude  of  these  rocks  precludes 
all  idea  of  their  having  been  torn  from  the  reef  like  the  large 
blocks  of  similar  composition  that  line  the  eastern  coast.     A 
very  remarkable  character  in  the  structure  of  this  island  is 
the  unusually  great  width  of  the  two  entrances,  it  being  full 
two  miles,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  sketch.     The 
fringing  reef  runs  out  about  half  a  cable's  length  all  round 
the  island,  except  on  the  south-west  side^  where  the  surf  rolls 
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in  directly  upon  the  beach.  There  is  anchorage  for  ships  ia 
irom  ten  to  thirty  fathoms  vater  on  either  side  of  the  low, 
sandy  islet  by  which  the  entrances  are  separated.* 


Tha  leticrt  A.  B.  C.  D.  E.,tiid  ibe  ndjaioiDg  dark  fpoti,  iodlcaU  tha  poHiioa 
of  Ibe  HDtlkr  iBgnoni  ind  drj  liollowi. 

F.  and  G.  ua  l«"i  billa  of  colli  annd , about  ten  Tael  hi|[har  tbaa  the  raat  oT 


*For  Iheikelcli  of  ChriMmatliland,  and  aln  many  of  the  fact*  il 
lam  indebted  to  the  Hawaiian  Spectator,  for  Jul;,  1333.  Thii  publicatioa, 
which  wu  iaaued  quarterly,  in  a  very  handaome  oclavo  form,  at  Hooolulo,  in 
Oahu,  and  conducted  wilh  much  ability  by  an  aaaociation  of  the  fbraign  raa- 
denla,  waa  diiconlinued  al  the  cluae  of  ibe  lecond  year,  for  lack  of  patronaga. 
Thia  ii  much  lo  be  regretted,  a*  it  prnmiaeil  (n  be  llie  vrhlclc  DftDUch  important 
inlbrniation,  both  ot  a  KiratiGc  and  geueinl  cliaraclDr,  relalive  lo  Holyoeaia 
111  place  i(  in  a  meaiure  aupplied  by  a  weekly  paper  emilled  '■  The  Palyneuui," 
■itabliihed  in  June,  iOill,  and  ably  edited  by  our  towniniaD  and  roimet  mmo- 
riale,  J.  J.  Jar*ei,  Eaq.,  bat  the  liie  of  ihie  rendcn  ii  Ian  raluable  tlUB  lb» 
SpeeUtoT,  M  a  work  of  raferanc*. 
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H.  the  low,  Mmdy  iiland  between  the  entrance!,  which  art  marked  by  the 
dotted  line. 

The  four  treea  repreeent  the  lituation  of  as  many  groves  of  eocoa-nat.  The 
dark  dotted  patches  in  the  lagoon,  which  should  be  much  more  numerous,  are 
sand  banks  arid  coral  shallows ;  and  the  black  spots  on  the  eastern  shore,  denote 
large  fragments  of  reef-rock  thrown  up  by  the  breakers. 

At  Carlshoflf  Island,  in  about  15*»  30'  S.  lat.  and  145*»  30'  W. 
long.,  near  the  north-west  side  of  the  lagoon,  and  a  short 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  sea  beach,  is  a  pool  of  tolerably 
fresh  water,  between  fifty  and  sixty  yards  round,  and  five 
feet  deep,  which  appears  to  have  been  formed  like  the  dry 
hollows  at  Christmas  Island. 

But  in  nothing  perhaps  throughout  the  coral  seas,  are  the 
proofs  of  re-elevation  more  conspicuous  than  in  the  lai^e 
tabular  masses  of  reef-rock  which  have  been  spoken  of  as 
lining  the  weather  shores  of  many  Paumotus.  At  Serle,  Vin- 
cennes,  (a  few  miles  West  of  Raraka,)  King's,  Carlshoff, 
Honden,  Tooa,  Aitoho,  and  Dean's  or  Prince  of  Wales'  islands, 
these  constitute  one  of  the  most  prominent  features.  At  the 
last  named,  they  are  strewn  along  the  coast  for  upwards  of 
thirty  miles,  and  some  of  the  masses,  as  nearly  as  I  could 
estimate,  were  a  hundred  feet  long.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
the  whole  coast  here  may  be  a  reef  raised  three  or  four  feet. 
The  enormous  size  of  the  rocks  in  some  instances,  renders  it 
almost  incredible  that  any  surf  could  have  been  sufficiently 
powerful,  to  tear  from  the  reef  and  remove  them  to  their  pres- 
ent situation. 


Not  having  landed  here,  but  only  seen  these  ledges  through  a 
glass  while  coasting  the  island  at  a  mile's  distance,  I  cannot 
of  course  speak  positively  on  this  question,  or  as  to  their  exact 
size  ;  but  as  regards  the  latter,  any  person  who  has  made  the 
experiment,  will  admit  that  in  viewing  objects  on  a  beach  in 
this  manner,  their  magnitude  is  more  apt  to  be  under  than 
over-estimated.  In  most  cases,  however,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  these  blocks  are  erratic,  and  originally  constituted 
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the  impending  shelf  of  the  surface  plateau,  which  firom  their 
being  torn  off  now  presents  at  its  edge  only  a  steep  slope. 
That  this  shelf  could  not  have  been  formed  while  the  plateau 
was  at  its  present  elevation,  is  apparent  not  merely  from  the 
fact  that  the  surf  would  prevent  its  construction,  but  because 
as  the  appearance  of  the  whole  reef  testifies,  it  is  not  covered 
with  a  depth  of  water  adapted  to  the  operations  of  the  poly- 
pes on  such  a  scale.  The  fragments  must  also  liave  been  re- 
moved to  the  locality  they  now  occupy,  while  the  reef  was 
at  a  lower  level,  since  the  surf  at  present  scarcely  reaches 
them  except  during  heavy  gales.  That  a  considerable  re-ele- 
vation has  taken  place  since  they  became  fixed  where  we  find 
them,  is  evinced  by  the  manner  in  which  their  sides  and  faces 
have  been  hollowed  out  by  the  action  of  the  waves.  Had  no 
change  of  level  occurred,  wo  should  naturally  expect  to  see 
the  greatest  excavation  near  their  union  with  the  subjacent 
reef,  where  they  are  unceasingly  exposed  to  the  flux  and  re- 
flux of  the  tide,  whereas  it  is  frequently  near  their  upper 
third,  and  a  portion  of  it  above  high  water  mark,  giving  to 
t  he  smaller  masses  a  great  variety  of  configuration,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  following  sketch  of  a  cluster  on  the  reef  at 
King's  island. 


Ixlt 


The  interrupted  line  in  this  and  the  preceding  cut  indicate 
the  line  of  high  water  in  ordinary  tides. 

I  incline  to  a  belief  that  the  fissures  described  as  existing  in 
the  thin  shelves  of  coralline  limestone  surrounding  some 
islands,  should  be  included  among  the  evidences  of  re-eleva- 
tion. The  character  of  their  stratification  shows  that  these 
were  originally  deposited  on  a  horizontal  plane,  and  their  pres- 
ent dip  of  5^  or  6^  seaward,  may  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  upward  pressure  of  the  submerged  summit  below  the  bed 
of  the  lagoon,  which  would  also  be  likely  to  cause  in  strata  of 
their  extent  and  tenuity,  such  rents  as  I  have  mentioned. 
This  is  certainly  the  case  with  similar  formations  on  the  east* 
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em  coast  of  Kauai,  whose  dip  is  10^  or  12^  so  that  the  edges 
of  the  laminae  at  their  landward  termination,  crop  out  a  foot 
or  more  above  the  beach. 

Throughout  the  volcanic  islands  of  Polynesia  the  tokens  of 
recent  elevation  are  every  where  conspicuous  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree.  At  the  Society  and  Samoan  groups  may  be  seen 
above  water  at  low  tide,  corals  in  situ,  whose  upper  portion 
and  frequently  the  entire  mass  is  blackened,  and  their  polypes 
destroyed  by  exposure. 

At  the  north-west  end  of  Manua,  (the  easternmost  of  the 
Samoas,)  fragments  of  coral,  whose  quantity  and  size  are  such 
as  to  render  it  impossible  that  they  were  placed  there  by  other 
than  natural  agency,  are  to  be  seen  at  least  eighty  feet  above 
the  sea,  on  a  steep  hill-side  rising  half  a  mile  inland  from 
a  low,  sandy  plain  abounding  in  marine  remains.  These 
fragments  are  imbedded  in  a  mixture  of  decomposed  lava, 
mould  and  ^and,  and  some  of  them  are  of  such  magnitude  that 
four  stout  natives  could  not  turn  them  over.  The  immediate 
coast  is  rocky  and  precipitous,  the  material,  a  partially  decayed 
lava  having  a  stratified  character,  but  the  strata  much  dis- 
torted and  dislocated  and  in  many  places  rent  vertically  asun- 
der. At  this  end  of  the  island  there  is  no  reef,  properly  so 
called,  the  water  shoaUng  gradually  from  thirty  fathoms  at  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distance,  till  it  breaks  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  beach.  There  are,  however,  numerous  scattered  patches 
and  detached  clusters  of  coral  from  a  depth  of  ten  fathoms  to 
where  the  sea  breaks. 

At  Tahiti  I  was  informed,  that  on  the  sandy  isthmus  con- 
necting the  mountainous  peninsulas  of  Tobreonu  and  Tiarabu 
into  which  that  island  is  divided,  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the 
surface  was  a  solid  bed  of  coral  rock,  about  the  same  num- 
ber of  feet  above  the  sea.  That  this  was  formerly  a  reef  con- 
necting two  islands  is  the  more  probable  from  there  being 
here  an  interruption  of  the  present  shore  reef,  the  deep  water 
continuing  quite  to  the  beach. 

At  the  Hawaiian  islands,  which  are  still  the  seat  of  volcanic 
action  on  a  magnificent  scale,  the  elevation  has  been  much 
greater  and  its  proofs  more  apparent  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
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region  of  Polynesia.  The  islands  of  Mani,  Molokai,  Oahu,  and 
Kauai,  abound  in  such  evidences,  of  which  I  will  specify  here 
only  a  few  of  the  most  striking. 

At  Oahu  on  the  south  side,  the  whole  plain  on  which  the 
town  of  Honolulu  is  situated,  is  an  elevated  coral  reef,  ex- 
tending between  three  and  four  miles  from  east  to  west,  and 
varying  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  in  breadth.  The  land- 
ward side  of  this  reef  is  highest,  being,  as  well  as  I  can  re- 
member, about  twenty  feet  above  the  sea.  In  certain  parts, 
like  that  for  instance  on  which  the  town  is  built,  the  reef  is 
covered  to  a  depth  of  from  two  to  five  feet  with  ashes  and 
fine  scoriaceous  sand,  which  were  probably  ejected  from  the 
now  long  extinct  craters  of  Puiwa,  just  behind  the  town,  and 
LfCahi*  about  four  miles  east  of  it  on  the  coast,  chiefly,  how- 
ever, from  the  former,  at  whose  foot  the  plain  terminates,  about 
a  mile  from  the  sea.  Below  this  volcanic  sand  is  sometimes 
found  a  stratum  of  slightly  cemented  coral  sand,  containing 
shells  and  Echinides  of  species  identical  with  those  now  liv- 
ing in  the  vicinity.  In  other  ])laces,  as  on  the  plain  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Manoa  valley,  between  Honolulu  and  Waikiki, 
the  reef  is  entirely  bare,  with  every  hollow  and  gulley  as  dis- 
tinctly defined  as  they  are  on  the  present  shore  reef.  A  short 
half  mile  west  of  Honolulu  and  half  that  distance  fcota  the 
sea,  at  the  mouth  of  a  branch  of  the  Nuuanu  valley,  a  con- 
siderable stream  flows  through  a  section  of  this  elevated  reef 
some  twenty  feet  deep.  A  mile  and  a  half  farther  west  there 
is  a  similar  section  at  the  ruuuth  of  the  Kalihi  valley.  These 
appear  to  have  been  anciently  }mssages  in  the  reef,  and  show 
that  it  is  composed  of  the  same  genera  of  corals  (principally 
Porites)  as  constitute  the  mass  of  the  recent  reef.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Ewa,  fourteen  miles  west  of  Honolulu,  on  the  left 
bank  of  Pearl  river  a  few  rods  from  its  mouth,  there  is  a  bed 
of  oyster  shells,  twelve  feet  in  thickness  and  more  than  a  hun- 
dred yards  in  length,  whose  lowest  portion  is  full  five  feet 
above  the  sea.  They  are  for  the  most  part  entire  and  in  a 
fine  state  of  preservation,  the  internal  polish  yet  uneffaced  and 

■ 

*  Puiwa  is  tho  **  Punchbowl  hill/*  and  Leahi  tho  "  Diamond  Head/*  of  Um 
foreigner!. 
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not  tacky  or  "  happante*'  to  the  tongue.  They  bear  a  very 
close  resemblance  to  our  O.  boreaUsj  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
although  imbedded  with  it  are  found  many  shells  which  still 
inhabit  the  adjacent  coast  in  great  numbers,  the  Ostrea  is  ap- 
parently an  extinct  species.  It  was  seen  no  where  else  in  the 
Pacific,  neither  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  is  it  met  with  either 
fossil  or  recent  on  any  other  part  of  this  coast. 

From  Waialua  on  the  north-west  side  of  Oahu  I  received 
specimens  of  a  very  hard  and  compact  breccia  of  shells  and 
coral,  said  to  be  taken  from  cliffs  of  the  same  material  twenty 
feet  high,  which  the  description  sent  with  the  specimens  left 
me  httle  doubt,  were  the  remains  of  an  ancient  cemented  co- 
ral beach. 

On  the  coasts  of  Kauai  there  are  frequent  elevated  beaches. 
One  of  these  at  Ealihiwai,  on  the  north  side  of  the  island, 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  inland,  is  comix>sed  of  a  slightly  cohe- 
rent conglomerate  of  coral  and  shells  raised  about  fifteen  feet. 
Aged  natives  dwelling  in  the  neighborhood,  afiirmed  to  me 
that  the  sea  had  retired  within  their  remembrance  an  eighth 
of  a  mile,  and  that  in  their  youth,  old  men  had  told  them  that 
they  in  their  boyhood  fished  in  canoes  at  a  spot  now  full  one 
third  of  a  mile  from  the  sea,  which  since  that  period,  as  they 
forcibly  expressed  it,  "  ihanauia  ka  lepo  hcm^^  literally,  had 
brought  forth  the  new  earth.  Four  of  five  miles  west  of  this, 
the  river  Hanalei,  flowing  through  a  plain  of  the  same  name 
in  the  district  of  Waioli,*  displays  on  its  banks  rather  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  sea,  the  section  of  an  ancient 
beach  about  five  feet  higher  than  the  present  one,  and  com- 
posed of  materials  similar  to  that  of  Ealihiwai.  This  line  of 
beach  extends  from  the  base  elevated  table  land,  forming  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  plain  in  a  westerly  direction  three 
miles  across,  to  the  foot  of  the  lofty  ridges  of  Mamalahoa  and 
Puiinauekia  its  limits  on  the  opposite  side  ;  following  the  cur- 

*  Waioli  lignifies  **  the  fingiog"  or  "  the  joyful  water,"  and  is  applied  to  thia 
region  by  the  Hawaiiana,  whose  names  are  always  not  less  poetical  than  de- 
scriptive, on  account  of  the  numerous  glittering  cascades  that  come  singing  and 
leaping  down  from  the  lofty  mooDtaint  by  which  it  it  girt  on  all  aides  but  the 
seaward  one. 
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Tature  of  the  hills  to  the  south,  and  sometimes  almost  skirting 
them  at  from  the  fourth  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
The  figure  below  represents  a  north  and  south  section  of  the 
plain,  from  just  back  of  the  ancient  beach  to  the  sea,  on  a 
scale  of  2.6  inches  to  a  mile,  and  10  feet  to  the  inch. 


a.  Surface  soil,  twelve  to  fuurteen  inches  deep  below  the  old  beich,iDd 
eighteen  to  twentysix  inchev  deep  above  it. 

b.  A  decompoied  lava  ten  or  twelve  feet  thick,  graduallj  paaaing  into  tiw 

■olid  rock. 
e.  A  mixture  of  decompoied  lava,  surface  mould,  and  coral  and  shell  detritoi. 

d.  Ancient  beaoh  of  coral  rubble,  shells,  and  volcanic  earth  and  eand. 

e.  A  stratum  of  like  materials  with  e.  ten  inches  thick  at  ita  conamencament, 
but  gradually  attenuating  as  it  approaches  the  sea  till  at  one-fourth  of  a  mils 
from  it,  it  is  lost. 

/.  A  stratum  of  fine  volcanic  sand,  chiefly  comminuted  crystala  of  olivioe, 
and  fine  coral  detritus  and  shelU. 

g.  Thin  laminc,  the  planes  of  who«e  stratification  are  parallel,  formed  by  a 
concretion  of  the  materials  of/,  and  having  thin  layers  oflouae  sand  inlerposed. 

h.  Present  beach— coral  rubble,  shells  and  sand,  chieBy  coral  detritus. 

These  laminae  werer  evidently  formed  by  successive  hori- 
zontal depositions,  but  have  since  been  tilted  up  so  as  to  dip 
about  5^  north  to  the  sea.  Proceeding  inland,  after  passing 
the  line  of  old  beach,  the  surface  soil  is  twice  the  thickness 
of  that  on  the  seaward  portion  of  the  plain,  and  rests  on  the 
stratum  of  decomposed  lava.  The  layer  of  mixed  earth,  sand 
and  shells,  was  no  doubt  washed  from  the  stratum  at  the  time 
when  the  sea  was  at  the  old  beach.  The  bed  of  sand  and 
detritus  on  which  this  mixed  layer,  and  after  ils  disappearance, 
the  surface  mould  rests,  is  full  of  slight  inequalities,  as  if  rip- 
pled up  by  the  wind  or  sea.  Probably  the  former  was  the 
real  agent  after  its  elevation.  In  the  opinion  of  several  intel- 
ligent residents,  this  plain  has  been  formed  merely  by  long 
continued  additions  to  the  beach,  but  there  are  several  facts 
contradictory  of  this. 
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From  all  the  evidence  I  could  collect,  either  by  personal 
observation  or  inquiry,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  sea  instead  of 
augmenting  the  coast,  is  yearly  encroaching  upon  it  and  re- 
gaining its  previous  loss  by  elevation.  The  surf  which  rolls 
in  from  the  broad  open  bay  of  Hanalei,  especially  during  the 
winter  months,  with  tremendous  violence,  must  operate  de- 
structively upon  a  beach  shelving  into  deep  water  so  abruptly 
as  this. 

There  is  a  short  beach  a  mile  and  a  half  perhaps  from  that 
of  Hanalei,  between  the  river  Lumahae  and  the  ridge  of 
Puiinauekia,  which  during  the  winter  is  sometimes  three  hun- 
dred yards  wide,  and  is  every  sununer  narrowed  to  twenty  or 
twentyfive  yards,  yet  no  corresponding  increase  takes  place 
during  the  latter  season  in  the  main  beach.  Yet  it  is  evident- 
ly the  waste  of  this  which  contributes  to  widen  the  other,  it 
being  the  only  one  in  the  vicinity  capable  of  furnishing  the 
material.  If  the  plain  was  of  gradual  formation  by  succes- 
sive increment,  as  a  natural  consequence  the  surface  soil 
would  be  deepest  on  the  inland  or  older  portion,  whereas 
it  is  of  the  same  thickness  one  hundred  yards  from  the  sea  as 
at  the  ancient  line  of  coast.  Moreover,  a  transverse  section 
of  both  the  ancient  and  modern  beaches,  exhibit^  a  ridge 
composed  of  coral  in  considerable  fragments,  entire  shells, 
Echinides,  &c.  mixed  with  a  rather  coarse  coralline  sand,  and 
if  the  intervening  space  were  merely  a  succession  of  similar 
beaches  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  similarly  con- 
stituted. But  instead  of  this  it  contains  only  a  few  scattered 
corals  in  small  pieces,  the  shells  in  it  are  small  and  broken  up 
and  the  sand  is  very  fine,  much  of  it  being  of  volcanic  ori- 
gin ;  the  whole  appearing  like  the  finer  and  heavier  particles, 
now  being  washed  from  the  beach  and  carried  seaward  by  the 
recoil  and  undertow  of  the  surf.  Adding  to  these  facts  that 
of  the  dip  northward,  of  the  lower  bed  of  laminar  concre- 
tions, I  think  the  plain  of  Hanalei  should  be  classed  among 
the  instances  of  elevation  by  subterranean  forces.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  strata  of  cemented  coralline  sand  are  tilted 
up  in  the  vicinity  of  Wailua  has  already  been  described.  At 
Anahola  a  few  miles  north  of  this,  half  a  mile  from  the  sea  is 
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a  remarkable  beach,  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  consisting  of 
a  mixture  of  loose  corals,  shells  and  sand,  deposited  in  very 
regular  curved  strata.  From  this  and  all  the  other  old  beach- 
es a  sandy  plain,  with  a  thin  coating  of  soil  extends  to  the 
present  coast. 

That  section  of  the  coast  at  Kauai,  designated  by  the  na- 
tives as  Na  Pali,  or  "  the  Precipices,"  which  from  Hamakoa 
on  the  north,  to  Lapa  on  the  west,  extends  about  twelve 
miles  in  an  unbroken,  inaccessible  wall  of  sub-coluranar  lava, 
from  eighteen  hundred  to  twentyfive  hundred  feet  high,  exhib- 
its continuous  traces  of  exposure  to  the  action  of  the  waves, 
several  feet  above  the  line  of  cavities  now  being  worn  by  the 
surf 

At  Molokai,  an  island  a  few  miles  north-west  of  Maui,  Mr. 
B.  Munn,  teacher  for  the  Mission,  assured  me  that  he  had 
seen  masses  of  coral  apparently  in  their  original  position, 
imbedded  in  calcareous  rocks,  one  hundred  and  even  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  sea  level.  I  suspect,  however, 
that  here  is  some  error,  either  of  calculation  or  observation, 
having  seen  nothing  on  any  of  the  other  islands  to  warrant 
the  belief  in  such  an  elevation  as  this  would  indicate.  Still 
from  the  testimony  of  all  the  missionaries,  there  can  be  no 
question  of  the  fact  that  there  are  really  in  Molokai  raised 
coral  beaches  of  height  at  least  equal  to  those  of  Oahu  and 
Kauai. 

By  the  statements  of  several  persons  who  have  long  been 
residents  on  Oahu,  the  elevation  there  is  at  present  going  for- 
ward at  a  very  perceptible  rate.  Henry  A.  Peirce,  Esq.,  an 
American  merchant  who  has  dwelt  at  Honolulu  for  upwards 
of  sixteen  years,  and  whose  high  intelligence  and  habits  of 
close  observation  entitle  his  opinion  on  this  point  to  much  re- 
spect, has  informed  me  that  large  portions  of  the  reef  on  both 
sides  of  the  harbor,  which  at  his  first  arrival  were  never  un- 
covered by  the  sea,  have  since  then  risen  so  much  as  to  be 
now  bare  every  tide  at  low  water ;  other  parts  which  were 
within  his  knowledge  exposed  only  at  that  stage,  are  now  na- 
ked an  hour  before  it,  and  the  sea  has  in  the  same  time  rece- 
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ded  as  much  as  thirty  feet  irom  places  where  canoes  were 
accustomed  to  land.* 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  throughout  this  group  of  islands, 
earthquakes  are  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  especially  at 
Hawaii,  the  principal  one,  and  seat  of  the  great  volcano  of 
Kilauea,  where  several  occur  almost  every  year.  At  Hilo,  or 
Byron^s  Bay,  about  thirty  miles  north-east  of  the  crater,  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November,  1838,  upwards  of  fifty  shocks 
were  experienced  within  eight  days,  and  not  less  than  twelve 
more  counted  in  a  single  night.  There  is  another  active  vol- 
cano in  the  Tichis,  or  Fejees,  and  several  more  in  the  islands 
to  the  southward  and  westward  of  them,  nor  is  it  at  all  im- 
probable that  throughout  the  entire  extent  of  Polynesia,  the 
internal  fires  are  raging  below  the  ocean's  bed,  and  by  their 
upward  forces  constantly  tending  to  elevate  the  existing 
islands.! 

*  Among  the  evidtnces  of  the  slow  increaM  of  coral*,  alluded  to  on  page  67, 
were  included  through  inadTertence,  ezperiroenta  made  at  long  intervals  on  the 
depth  of  channels  and  npon  well  known  reefs.  These  should  be  set  aside,  since 
it  is  clear  that  such  depth  might  be  increased  or  diminished  bj  a  subsidence  or 
elevation  of  the  reef,  and  therefore  no  correct  inference  as  to  the  growth  of  the 
corals  composing  it  can  be  drawn  from  such  experiments. 

t  Its  bearings  on  this  question,  the  singularilj  of  the  phenomena  it  records, 
anil  the  limited  circulation  of  the  work  in  \%hich  it  appears,  will,  I  trust,  be 
deemed  sufficient  apologies  for  introducing  here  the  account  of  an  extraordinary 
oscillation  of  the  sea,  published  in  the  Hawaiian  Spectator,  for  January  1838, 
by  T.  C.  B.  Rooke,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  a  resident  of  Honolulu. 

**  On  the  evening  and  night  of  the  7th  Nov.  18S7,  a  most  remarkable  commo- 
tion of  the  sea  was  witnessed  at  Honolulu,  in  many  respects  similar  to  that 
witnessed  at  these  islands  in  May,  1819.  One  inch  and  a  half  of  rain  had 
fallen  during  the  previous  twentyfoiir  hours;  the  wind  was  fresh  from  the. 
north-east,  squally  at  intervals.  The  atmosphere  was  clear  and  cool, — Therm. 
74.5.  The  Barometer  had  gradually  fallen  during  the  four  previous  days,  but 
this  evening  had  again  risen  to  30.06,  at  6  o'clock,  when  the  alarm  was  given 
that  the  sea  was  retiring.  The  first  receesion  was  the  greatest, — something 
more  than  eight  feet;  but  being  unprepared  to  make  observations  at  the  mo- 
ment, the  exact  fall  was  not  measured.  The  ree&  surrounding  the  harbor  were 
left  dry,  and  the  fish  aground  were  mostly  dead.  The  sea  quickly  returned, 
and  in  twentyeight  minutes  reached  the  height  of  an  ordinary  high  tide  ;  scarce- 
ly remaining  stationary,  it  again  receded  and  fell  six  feel.  This  was  repeated 
at  intervals  of  twentyeight  minutes.  On  the  third  rising  it  was  four  inches 
above  ordinary  high  water  mark,  and  fell  again  six  ieet  four  inches.  AAer  the 
fourth  rising,  the  length  of  time  occupied  by  the  rise  and  fall  varied,  and  the 
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Before  closing  these  imperfect  renuDisceoces,  a  few  remarks 
may  be  added,  respecting  Matea,  or  Aurora  Island,  a  coral  reef 

riie  and  fall  diminished  gradually,  but  not  refularly.  At  11,  P.  M.  the  Tbt^ 
mometer  stood  at  74,  Barometer  30.04 ;  wind  freshening  and  fraqaent  abowen; 
the  ebb  now  occupied  twenty  minutes,  and  the  flow  ten.  At  11^  it  became 
calm  with  constant  tain.  Thermometer  73.5 ;  Barometer  30.03.  The  ebb  and 
flow  still  continued,  occupying  the  same  space  of  time,  bat  the  rise  and  ftll 
decreasing.  This  continued  during  the  forenoon  of  the  8th.  The  rapidity  with 
which  the  water  fell,  varied  in  different  parts  of  the  harbor.  Oq  the  east  side, 
the  greatest  rapidity  noticed  was  six  inches  in  a  minute ;  bat  on  the  north,  ft 
one  time  during  the  third  recession  it  fell  twelve  inches  in  thirty  seconds.  At 
no  time  did  the  water  rise  higher  than  a  common  spring  tide;  but  the  fall  wv 
about  six  feet  below  low  water  mark.  The  same  occurrence  is  related  to  havs 
taken  place  in  1819,  when  the  tide  rose  and  fell  thirteen  times  in  the  space  of 
a  few  hours.  On  neither  occasion  was  there  any  perceptible  motion  or  trem- 
bling uf  the  earth,  or  unusual  appearance  of  the  atmosphere. 

On  the  leeward  side  of  Maui  the  same  rise  and  fall  took  place  as  at  Honololo, 
but  on  the  windward  part  of  the  island  the  sea  retired  about  twenty  fathoouaiid 
quickly  returned  in  one  gigantic  wave  sweeping  every  thing  before  it,  houses, 
trees,  canoes,  and  every  moveable  object  exposed  to  its  fury.  At  a  small  vil- 
lage, called  Kahului,  in  the  district  of  Wailuku,  on  the  sea  retiring,  the  amated 
inhabitants  followed  it  as  it  receded,  eagerly  catching  the  stranded  fish,  shooting 
and  hallooing  with  pleasure,  when  suddenly  the  sea  rose  perpendicalarlj  befora 
them  like  a  precipice,  nnd  rushing  to  the  beach,  buried  the  assembled  multitudes 
in  the  flood,  and  overflowing  the  shore,  swept  away  every  house  ill  the  Tillsgs 
but  one ;  the  canoes  and  property  of  the  natives  were  all  destroyed.  Happily, 
owing  to  the  amphibious  education  of  the  people,  but  two  lives  were  lost  here, 
but  as  the  same  occurrence  happened  nil  along  the  seaside  we  shall  probably 
hear  of  more  deaths. 

At  Byron's  Bay,  on  Hawaii,  the  same  phenomenon  took  place.  An  onosaal 
number  of  }»eraons  were  collected  together  attending  a  protracted  meeting,  con- 
sequently every  house  was  crowded.  At  half- past  6  the  sea  retired  at  the  rats 
of  four  or  five  knots  an  hour,  reducing  the  soundings  from  five  to  three  and  a 
half  fathoms  at  the  anchorage,  and  leaving  a  great  extent  of  the  harbor  dry. 
Hundreds  of  curious  souls  rushed  down  to  witness  the  novelty,  when  a  gigantie 
wave  came  roaring  to  the  shore  at  the  rate  of  six  or  eight  knots  an  hour,  rising 
twenty  feet  above  high  water  maik,  and  fell  on  the  beach  with  a  noise  resem- 
bling a  heavy  peal  of  thunder,  burying  the  people  in  the  flood,  destroying 
houses,  canoes,  and  fish-ponds,  washing  away  the  food  and  clothing  of  the  in- 
habitants, large  quantities  of  animals,  fire  wood,  and  timber  collected  on  the 
strand  for  sale.  The  cries  of  distress  were  horrible ;  those  in  the  water  unable 
to  swim  among  the  wreck  of  housert,  and  pieces  of  timber,  struggling  for  their 
lives,  and  those  on  shore  wailing  for  their  friends  and  relatives.  The  BritisJi 
whale  ship  Admiral  Cockbum  was  at  anchor  in  the  Bay,  and  to  the  timely  aid 
and  humane  exertions  of  her  master,  (Lawrence,)  and  crew,  many  are  indebted 
for  their  lives ;  but  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  their  boats  many  who  were 
stunned  and  insensible  would  have  been  carried  out  to  sea,  and  perished,  as. the 
natives  had  not  a  single  canoe  left  that  wou\d(VQai.    £.\et^  \.Vv\Tv^v(«.%^«»>\aL^'^«d ; 
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which  has  been  elevated  about  two  hundred  feet,  lying  some 
thirty  leagues  from  Tahiti,  in  a  N.  N.  E.  direction.  This 
island  presents  a  perpendicular  wall  on  all  sides  but  the  north- 
east, where  it  slopes  rather  steeply  to  the  water.  The  greater 
portion  of  this  wall  has  no  attached  reef,  and  rises  abruptly 
from  the  ocean,  which  at  one  hundred  yards  distance  is  per- 
fectly blue ;  but  there  are  occasionally  crescent-shaped  tracts 
of  low  land  between  the  sea  and  base  of  the  cliff,  which  pre- 
vious to  the  elevation  of  the  island  may  have  formed  small 
bays,  and  from  these  extends  a  narrow  coral  plateau.  At  the 
inland  termination  of  these  plains,  is  a  large  talus  composed 
of  massy  fragments  fallen  from  the  cliff,  in  all  probability 
ruins  of  the  anciently  projecting  shelf.  Their  whole  surface 
is  worn  by  the  water  into  deep  inequalities,  so  sharp  and  rug- 

those  who  escaped  with  their  lives  hid  neither  food  bor  raiment  left.    In  Ka- 
nokapa  and  Kaahelu  alone,  siitytix  houses  were  destroyed,  and  eleven  persons 
lost  their  lives ;  four  men,  two  women,  and  five  children ;  at  Waiolama  and 
Hauna,  a  woman  and  child  were  drowned  ;  at  Kauwaln  one  woman  lost  her 
life.    The  amount  of  damage  done  has  not  yet  been  ascertained,  nor  is  it  known 
how  many  times  the  sea  rose  and  fell.    There  was  no  shock  of  an  earthquake 
felt  at  Hilo,  or  elsewhere,  although  it  is  ascertained  that  the  volcano  of  Kilauea 
was  unusually  disturbed  the  previous  evening,  the  fires  were  suddenly  quenched, 
and  yawning  chasms  burst  open  in  previously  tranquil  places,  accompanied  with 
violent  explosions.    Inquiries  have  been  made  of  masters  of  vessels  who  were 
to  the  north  and  to  the  east  of  the  islands  on  the  7th,  at  various  distances,  but 
none  of  them  noticed  any  thing  unusual  in  the  sea,  or  atmosphere.    That  this 
apparent  submarine  volcanic  action  has  taken  place  at  some  distance  from  the 
islands  i«  proved  by  the  wave  striking  the  different  islands  simultaneously  and 
apparently  in  the  same  direction  ;  but  at  what  distance  we  have  no  means  at 
present  of  determining.    Perhaps  the  internal  fires  have  found  a  new  vent, 
which  may  be  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new  group  of  islands  in  our  neighbor- 
hood.   It  is  now  nineteen  and  a  half  years  since  a  similar  phenomenon  oc- 
curred here,  but  not  so  violently  as  the  last,  not-  was  it  attended  with  any  loss 
of  life." 

Cases  of  the  see  during  eerthqoakes  retiring  for  a  short  time  to  ret'irn  with 
overwhelming  force,  are  but  too  familiar  matter  of  history.  Such  are  the  wave 
which  utterly  destroyed  old  Cailao  in  1746 ;  that  witnessed  during  the  great 
earthquake  of  Lisbon,  and  more  recently,  in  those  which  have  been  attended 
with  such  fearful  consequences  along  the  coast  of  Chili ;  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  on  record  any  parallel  to  such  a  series  of  alternating  ebb  and  flow 
of  the  sea,  unaccompanied  by  any  perceptible  commotion  of  the  earth,  as  is 
here  described  by  Dr.  Rooke.  That  it  was  nevertheless  occasioned  by  the 
throes  of  pent  up  subterranean  fires  at  some  remote  point,  there  can  I  think  be 
little  question. 

90 
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ged  as  to  render  walking,  or  to  speak  correctly,  clambeiing 
over  them  a  difficult  and  fatiguing  task.  At  the  foot  of  the 
cliff,  back  of  the  lowland,  are  frequent  caverns,  from  whose 
roofs  depend  numerous  stalactites  from  the  size  of  a  pipe-stem 
to  that  of  a  man's  body,  the  little  drops  of  water  at  their  ex- 
tremity sparkling  like  so  many  diamonds  wherever  the  light 
from  a  crevice  falls  upon  them.  The  floors  are  also  covered 
with  stalagmitic  incrustations  in  every  degree  of  liardness, 
and  assuming  a  great  variety  of  forms.  Those  into  which  I 
entered,  descended  for  a  few  feet  at  an  angle  of  ab<)ut  30®, 
like  an  arched  vault,  and  then  expanded  into  an  irregular  cir- 
cular grotto,  with  a  level  floor,  whose  ceiling  was  from  four  to 
fifteen  feet  in  height.  Some  of  these  caves  are  capable  of 
holding  at  least  three  hundred  persons. 

From  one  of  the  plains  on  the  north  side,  where  there  is  a 
village  with  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  a  steep 
ascent  leads  to  the  summit,  which  presents  a  broad  table  land, 
declining  a  few  feet  toward  the  centre,  where  we  may  sup- 
pose the  lagoon  to  have  been  situated.  Near  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity, a  few  yards  from  the  bank,  are  two  knolls  gently 
rising  to  a  height  of  perhaps  forty  feet,  which  I  presume  to  be 
remains  of  the  ancient  fragmentary  ridge,  formed  when  this 
table  land  was  the  surface  reef,  the  main  portion  having  been 
undermined  and  worn  away  by  the  action  of  the  surf  on  the 
south-east  or  windward  side  during  the  period  of  elevation. 
To  this  cause,  I  imagine,  is  also  to  be  assigned  the  sloping 
form  of  the  island  in  that  direction,  while  the  sheltered  lee- 
ward side  has  preserved  its  original  sheer  descent.  The 
dense  growth  of  forest,  and  tangled  luxuriance  of  under 
growth,  prevented  any  minute  observation  during  my  hurried 
visit,  but  I  recollect  that  the  whole  surface  of  the  table  land, 
and  the  ascent  of  the  cliff  for  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet  below 
it,  was  covered  with  fragments  of  coral  conglomerate,  the 
species  imbedded  in  which  were  the  same  with  those  found 
on  the  reef  below.  Indeed,  the  entire  mass  of  the  island  is  a 
reef-rock  in  various  stages  of  consolidation,  the  lower  portion 
approximating  to  a  solid  limestone,  the  cellular  coralline  struc- 
ture being  in  some  fragments  haidly  \*etceptible^  and  the 
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imbedded  shells  frequently  losing  their  texture,  becoming 
blent  with  the  rock,  and  presenting  merely  casts.* 

The  island  appears  to  have  been  elevated  at  two  successive 
periods,  between  which  it  remained  stationary  for  a  consider- 
able time ;  as  rather  more  than  half  way  up  the  cliff  is  a  hori- 
zontal belt  of  deep  excavations,  exactly  resembling  those  now 
worn  at  its  base  by  the  sea.  This  belt  is  not  absolutely  con- 
tinuous, being  interrupted  at  intervals  by  spaces  where  the  ac- 
tion of  the  water  is  not  discernible.  Such,  however,  should  a 
third  elevation  occur,  would  be  the  condition  of  the  present 
base  of  the  clifT,  at  which  the  line  of  excavation  is  apparent 
only  in  those  portions  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  surf. 
Viewed  from  a  distance,  the  belt  appears  distinctly  to  divide 
the  cliff  into  two  nearly  equal  portions,  and  in  several  places 
where  this  latter  forms  an  angle,  large  perforations  are  visible, 
which  must  have  resulted  from  the  wearing  away  of  the  rock 
by  the  surf. 

Thus  have  I,  hastily  and  at  random,  as  promised  in  the 
outset,  thrown  together  some  of  my  reminiscences  of  these 
interesting  regions.  At  a  future  day  I  may  be  enabled  (aban- 
doning the  indefinite  specifications  whose  occurrence  I  am 
well  aware  is  too  frequent  in  these  remarks,  but  which  under 
the  circumstances  are  unavoidable,)  systematically  to  arrange 
my  observations,  and  give  the  details  with  the  minuteness 
and  precision  demanded  by  the  importance  of  the  subject. 

Since  the  remarks  upon  the  influence  of  tides  upon  reef 
channels,  in  a  preceding  portion  of  this  communication,  have 
been  in  press,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  in  connection  with 
that  topic  it  will  be  proper  to  specify  several  erroneous  asser- 
tions relative  to  the  tides  generally  throughout  Polynesia; 
which  derive  importance  from  the  name  of  their  authors  just- 
ly possessing  much  weight,  not  less  with  scientific  readers 
than  the  public  generally. 

*  Specimens  of  shells  in  this  state  are  also  found  occasional! j  in  the  tabular 
masses  of  reef.rock,  on  the  shores  of  some  lagoon  islands.  These  frag- 
ments, like  the  rock  at  Matea,  indieate  by  their  structure  that  the  main  body  of 
the  reefs  is  not  a  homogeneous  coral  rock,  but  a  conglomerate  of  large  pieces 
of  coral  and  shells,  filled  in  and  cemented  together  by  a  detritus  of  similar  ma- 
teriab. 
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Capt.  Beechey,  in  the  "  Voyage  of  the  Blossom,"  part  I 
Chap.  IX.  Lond.  Eld.,  speaking  of  tides  in  the  harbors  of  Ta* 
hiti,  remarks,  '<  At  Toanoa,  it  is  usually  low  water  about  six 
every  morning,  and  high  water  half  an  hour  after  noon,"  and 
attributes  this  peculiarity  to  the  sea  breeze  by  day,  forciug 
the  water  into  the  harbor,  which  is  a  lagoon  between  the  reef 
and  shore ;  adding,  <<  as  the  wind  abates,  the  water  subsides, 
and  the  nights  being  generally  calm,  the  water  finds  its  low- 
est level  by  morning." 

Now  the  first  of  these  propositions,  though  strictly  true, 
is  only  a  partial  statement,  conveying,  and  (as  is  evident 
from  the  context)  designed  to  convey,  the  idea  that  the  flood 
tide  lasts  only  about  six  hours,  while  the  ebb  continues  for 
eighteen,  from  noon  of  one  day  till  six  the  next  morning. 
The  second  quotation  contains  a  positive  mis-statement  In 
the  first  place,  at  Toanoa,  as  in  all  the  harbors  of  Tahiti  and 
the  other  Society  Islands,  it  is  full  sea  regularly  twice  in 
twentyfour  hours,  and  always  about  noon  and  midnight ;  and 
low  water  about  six  o'clock,  morning  and  evening.  The  mom* 
ings  are  calm  for  perhaps  eleven  months  in  the  year,  the  trade 
wind  or  sea  breeze  commonly  setting  in  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  prevailing  in  its  greatest  strength  from  noon  till  four  or 
five  P.  M.  It  then  dies  away,  and  by  eight  or  nine  P.  M. 
there  is  a  dead  calm  which  continues  till  the  next  forenoon. 

Thus  instead  of  the  tide  being  forced  into  the  harbor  by 
the  sea  breeze,  we  find  that  a  great  part  of  the  day  and  all 
the  night  flood  takes  place  during  a  calm,  whereas  during 
the  afternoon,  the  water  ebbs  rapidly  against  the  full  power 
of  the  breeze.  Even  if  Capt.  B.  were  correct,  in  regard  to 
the  duration  of  the  ebb  and  flood,  his  explanation  would  not 
reach  the  case  of  those  harbors  on  the  leeward  side  of  the 
islands,  where  the  trades  are  not  felt,  and  yet  the  tides  follow 
the  same  course  as  those  on  the  opposite  side. 

In  Kotzebue's  account  of  his  voyage  round  the  world,  he 
also  has  given  currency  to  very  inaccurate  statements  on  this 
subject.  In  his  remarks  on  Tahiti,  we  find  the  following 
passage.  "  Every  noon,  the  whole  year  round,  the  moment 
the  sun  touches  the  meridian,  the  watex  \s  Vv\^V\^^l^  and  &Us 
with  the  sinking  sun,  till  midnight." 
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It  would  be  a  difficult  matter,  to  crowd  in  as  few  words  a 
greater  number  of  errors  than  are  here  contained.  They  con- 
vey a  false  impression  that  the  tides  are  governed  entirely  by 
the  sun ;  represent  them  as  diurnal  instead  of  semi-diurnal, 
and  name  as  the  hour  for  the  daily  recurrence  of  low  water^ 
that  when  it  is  actually  full  sea.  Neither  is  it  always  high 
water,  as  he  asserts,  'Uhe  moment  the  sun  touches  the 
meridian,"  though  this,  compared  with  the  rest,  is  but  a 
trivial  misrepresentation. 

Capt.  Beechy  also  remarks  in  the  work  cited,  that  <<  the 
tides  in  all  harbors  formed  by  coral  reefs,  are  very  imcertain, 
and  are  almost  wholly  dependent  on  the  sea  breezes."  So 
far  however  is  this  from  being  the  case,  that  throughout  the 
Harvey,  Samoan,  and  Tonga  Groups,*  for  days  together  at 
certain  seasons,  there  is  no  sea  breeze  whatever ;  the  tides 
obey  the  moon  with  a  regularity  as  undeviating  as  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  although  the  majority  of  the  numer- 
ous harbors  in  the  two  latter  are  formed  by  coral  reefs.  As 
great  regularity  prevails  also  in  the  recurrence  of  the  abnor^- 
mal  tides  of  the  Society  Islands,  except  when  interrupted  by 
occasional  heavy  gales,  and  these  for  the  most  part  blow  either 
across  or  opposite  to  the  direction  of  the  trade  winds. 

In  a  paper  professing  to  be  an  <'  Extract  from  Lieut.  Mai- 
den's Official  Account  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,"  published 
in  the  Appendix  of  Lord  Byron's  voyage  in  H.  M.  Ship 
Blonde,  p.  256,  Lond.  Ed.,  1826,  are  these  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  the  tides  at  Hawaii,  "  The  tide  was  observed  to  rise 
about  four  feet,  and  to  be  high  water  at  sunset,  and  low  water 
at  daylight,  being  influenced  by  the  sea  and  land  breezes. 
This  regularity  would  probably  not  take  place  in  the  winter 
months,  when  they  do  not  prevail." 

This  is  also  incorrect  in  every  particular,  save  the  height  of 
the  tides.  They  do  not  statedly  occur  at  the  times  here 
given,  neither  are  they  affected  to  any  extent  by  the  preva- 
lence or  absence  of  the  breezes,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine 
upon  what  grounds  Lieut.  M.  predicated  such  a  statement  as 

*  1  include  the  Tonga  or  Friendljr  Iilinds  on  tht  authority  of  Uct.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, who  had  apent  aomt  time  among  them. 
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the  above.  Had  he  lacked  opportunity  during  his  stay  at 
Honolulu  of  observing  for  himself,  there  were  certainly  for- 
eign residents  enough  there,  missionaries  and  others,  who 
could  have  furnished  him  with  more  correct  infonnatioD  on 
this  subject,  had  he  sought  to  obtain  it.  The  truth  is,  that 
unless  retarded  or  accelerated  by  occasional  storms,  the  flood 
and  ebb  at  these  islands,  from  one  year's  end  to  another,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  in  breeze  and  calm,  follow  the  course  of  the 
moon  as  regularly  as  do  the  tides  in  Boston  Harbor.  The  rise 
and  fall  of  the  tide,  varies  in  different  harbors,  from  four  to 
five  and  a  half  feet.  Having  resided  for  six  months  in  the 
Hawaiian  Group,  traversed  the  four  principal  islands  in  vari- 
ous directions,  and  beside  making  carefid  inquiry  of  the  resi- 
dents, examined  no  less  than  twelve  harbors,  including  nearly 
all  of  any  consequence,  some  of  them  open  roadsteads,  others 
formed  by  small  bays,  and  a  large  proportion  by  coral  reefs ;  I 
can  speak  with  some  confidence  on  this  point. 

All  my  visits  to  islands  in  coral  archipelagos  having  been 
very  brief,  I  am  unable  to  state  what  is  the  course  of  the  tides 
among  them,  but  incline  to  believe  that  at  the  detached  Pau- 
motus,  they  obey  the  usual  laws.  On  landing  a  second  time 
at  l^llinghausen's  Island,  which  is  about  two  hundred  and 
seventy  miles  west  of  Tahiti,  I  found  the  reef  quite  bare,  at 
the  same  hour  that  it  was  overflowed  on  my  first  visit,  some 
months  previous.  At  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  the 
rise  at  Ocean  Island  is  about  twentytwo  inches,  while  at 
Christmas  Island  it  is  five  feet,  but  the  tides  on  both  are  no^ 
mal,  by  the  accounts  of  those  who  have  been  wrecked  and 
resided  on  them  for  several  months. 

I  hasten  to  terminate  these  discursive  remarks,  (already  ex- 
tended far  beyond  what  was  contemplated  at  the  commence- 
ment,) by  offering  a  few  suggestions  relative  to  a  subject 
which  it  appears  to  me  has  by  no  means  received,  hitherto, 
an  attention  commensurate  with  its  importance.  I  allude  to 
the  temperature  of  the  ocean,  in  its  influence  upon  the  growth 
and  geographical  distribution  of  corals. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  one  for  which  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  explanation  has  been  offered,  x\va\.  'wVi^^  \xi\\i<^  Paci- 
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fie  and  Indian  Oceans,  coral  abounds  every  where  between 
the  tropics  for  a  space  of  about  six  thousand  leagues  from 
east  to  west,  it  does  not  exist  on  the  west  coast  of  South 
America  (at  least  south  of  the  eighth  parallel  of  latitude,)  nor 
do  we  meet  with  any  coral  islands  within  the  whole  space  of 
nearly  eight  hundred  leagues  to  the  westward  of  it. 

Even  at  the  Galapagos,  situated  directly  upon  the  Equator, 
there  are  no  traces  of  a  coral  reef.  This  absence  of  coral 
formations  in  portions  of  the  same  parallel  in  which  their 
most  profuse  display  is  presented,  has  by  some  been  referred 
to  one  of  those  inexplicable,  apparent  caprices  of  nature,  be- 
yond man's  ability  to  fathom,  analogous  to  the  well-known 
fact,  that  certain  classes  of  plants  which  flourish  luxuriantly 
in  the  other  hemisphere,  will  not  thrive  at  all  in  situations  and 
climates  seemingly  in  every  respect  adapted  to  their  growth, 
in  our  own.  It  is  my  impression,  that  in  the  Atlantic  the 
same  absence  of  coral  characterizes  a  large  portion  of  the  South 
American  coast,  and  the  outlying  intertropical  islands,  such 
as  Trinidad,  Martin  Vas,  and  Fernando  Noronha ;  while  it 
abounds  in  the  same  parallels  north  of  the  line,  among  the 
Antilles,  and  even  in  the  latitude  of  32®  we  find  a  very  con- 
siderable group  of  coral  reefs,  and  islands  of  coral  limestone. 
At  the  Cape  Terde  Islands,  and  I  think  the  Canaries  also, 
we  have  again  an  entire  absence  of  such  formations,  although 
the  former  are  17  degrees  nearer  the  Equator  than  Bermuda. 

On  the  east  coast  of  South  America,  this  may  perhaps  be 
attributed  partly  to  the  immense  bodies  of  fresh  water  poured 
into  the  Atlantic  from  those  great  streams,  which  rolling  in 
turbid  floods  through  a  course  thousands  of  miles  in  length, 
empty  themselves  at  various  points  from  near  the  Equator  to 
the  latitude  of  35®.  It  is  well  known  to  what  an  astonishing 
distance  their  waters  are  carried  along  the  coast,  unmingled 
with  those  of  the  ocean,  and  loaded  with  a  fine,  impalpable 
mud.  This  must  unquestionably  be  highly  deleterious  to 
the  coral  polypes,  if  not  sufiicient  to  utterly  prevent  their 
growth,  as  they  require  the  purest  ocean  water  for  their  suc- 
cessful developement. 

But  I  am  persuaded,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts, 
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that  the  absence  of  coral  on  the  other  side  of  the  coDtioeDCy 
and  in  the  wide  space  between  it  and  the  low  islands  of 
Polynesia,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  prevalence  of  cold  cur- 
rents; which  proceeding  northward  from  the  Polar  regions  arc 
perceptible  the  whole  distance  from  Cape  Horn  to  Callao,  and 
I  presume  much  further  to  the  north,  in  a  temperature  of  the 
ocean  too  low  for  the  existence  of  the  coral  animals,  and  that 
in  a  similar  low  temperature  we  are  to  seek  for  the  cause  of 
their  absence  at  the  Cape  Verde  Islands.  I  have  alread7  al- 
luded to  the'^greater  heat  on  the  southern  part  of  our  coast  and 
the  Bahamas,  produced  by  the  vicinity  of  the  Gulf  Stream. 

A  like  temperature  prevails  along  the  southern  shore  of  Co- 
ba,  and  the  islands  in  its  vicinity,  and  though  unable  to  speak 
positively,  from  having  no  data,  as  to  the  Bermudas,  I  have  do 
doubt'from  their  proximity  to  the  Gulf  Stream,  that  they  are 
washed  by  an  equally  warm  sea.     Now  let  us  glance  for  a 
moment  at  the  facts  bearing  on  this  question,  in  regions  situ- 
ated in  corresponding  parallels  of  latitude,  where   no  coral 
formations  exist.     At  Valparaiso,  in  lat.  of  33®  south,  and 
thence  as  far  as  the  20th  parallel,  in  the  month  of  November, 
the  surface  temperature  of  the  ocean  near  the  coast  has  been 
found  to  range  from  58°  to  60° ;  at  Callao,  in  the  lat.  of  12% 
from  58°  to  62°,  and  thenco  in  a  north-westerly  direction  to 
the  GaIapagos,^to  increase  gradually  to  68°  and  70**.     Among 
these  islands,  at  the  same  season,  its  average  was   not  above 
68°,  and  at  some  of  them  it  did  not  exceed  62°.     But  leaving 
these  islands  and  proceeding  south-west,  we  find  it  steadily 
rising,  till  on  the  skirts  of  the  Dangerous  Archipelago  it  is  up 
to  78°  and  79°,  nearly  20°  higher  than  on  the  coast  in  the 
same  parallel.     And  here  we  enter  upon  the  coral  formations. 
Among  the  Paumotus,  the  field  of  their  most  lavish  display, 
the  temperature  varies  from  77°  to  83° ;  at  Tahiti  from  77**  to 
80°,  and  about  the  same  at  the  large  groups  to  the  west  of  it. 
At  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  lying  between  19°  and  22°  north 
latitude,  it  is  as  high  sometimes  as  81°. 

In  our  own  hemisphere,  among  the  Antilles,  Bahamas,  and 
along  the  southern  coast  of  Florida,  I  have  found  the  tem- 
perature of  the  water  near  the  shore,  at  different  seasons,  from 
78**  to  82°,  and  in  all  these  regions  coral  reefs  abound. 
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At  the  Cape  Yerde  Islands,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Trinidad,  Martin  Tas,  and  Fernando  Noronha,  it  falls  to  69*^ 
and  7V  ;  and  these  islands,  as  was  before  remarked,  are  en- 
tirely destitute  of  coral  formations.  It  is  not  unlikely  that 
there  are  cold  currents  from  the  Antarctic  along  the  East  as 
well  as  the  West  coast  of  South  America^  which  combine 
with  the  fresh  water  of  its  large  rivers  in  preventing  such 
formations  upon  a  certain  portion  of  it,  but  this  I  have  at 
present  no  means  of  determining,  being  without  any  data  as 
to  the  temperature  north  of  35^  on  that  side.  It  appears  to 
me,  that  such  coincidences  as  the  facts  here  submitted  prove 
to  exist,  between  certain  temperatures  of  the  ocean  and  the 
absence  or  presence  of  coral  reefs,  can  scarcely  be  considered 
by  any  reflecting  mind,  as  merely  casual ;  and  that  there  are 
strong  grounds  for  believing  that  we  have  here  a  clue  to  the 
real  cause  of  the  singular  absence  of  recent  coral  formations 
in  certain  regions  corresponding  in  every  thing  save  tempera- 
ture to  those  where  they  are  most  profusely  scattered.  In  or- 
der to  enable  us,  however,  satisfactorily  to  determine  how  far 
their  geographical  distribution  is  affected  by  such  causes,  it  is 
essential  that  we  should  be  furnished  with  a  connected  series 
of  observations  on  the  oceanic  temperatures  at  the  surface  and 
to  certain  depths,  along  both  sides  of  the  African  continent, 
the  coasts  of  Australia,  and  among  the  coral  archipelagos  of 
the  Indian  seas  ;  together  with  that  of  the  seas  beyond  the 
Umits  of  such  formations,  in  both  hemispheres.  Such  obser- 
vations might  easily  be  made  on  board  our  national  vessels, 
by  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  published  in  the 
form  of  tabular  reports  at  the  expiration  of  their  cruise.  The 
Department  would,  I  presume,  scarcely  refuse  to  issue  the 
requisite  instructions,  upon  suitable  representation.  There 
are  also  many  intelligent  commanders  in  our  merchant  service, 
who  only  require  that  their  attention  should  be  directed  to 
this  matter,  in  order,  as  I  am  confident,  to  ensure  their  cordial 
cooperation.  By  the  mass  of  information  which  would  thus 
be  brought  together  we  might  also  expect  that  much  light 
would  be  thrown  on  questions  relative  to  oceanic  and  (as  con- 
nected with  these,)  atmospheric  phenomena,  our  knowledge 
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of  which  i5  yet  in  its  infancy.  Other  advantages  to  the  cause 
of  science,  which  we  cannot  now  anticipate,  would  doubtless 
result  from  such  a  course,  as  it  frequently  occurs  that  in  the 
collection  of  facts  bearing  on  a  particular  subject,  something 
is  elicited  leading  to  important  conclusions  in  regard  to  others 
having  at  first  sight  no  connection  with  it. 

While  convinced  in  my  own  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  sug- 
gestions here  offered,  in  regard  to  the  absence  of  coral  foraia- 
tions  in  certain  regions,  1  feel  conscious  also  that  the  data 
upon  which  they  rest,  though  certainly  presenting  a  strong 
case  as  far  as  they  extend,  are  after  all  but  limited  in  compar- 
ison with  those  still  deficient.  I  submit  them  for  what  they 
are  worth.  What  this  may  be,  time  and  more  extensive  ob- 
servation must  determine.  Claiming  only  to  have  at  least 
sought  a  more  rational  method  of  accounting  for  the  peculiar- 
ities here  pointed  out,  than  that  of  supposing  them  altc^ether 
fortuitous,  I  shall  rejoice  if  the  end  show  that  I  have  contri- 
buted in  the  slightest  degree,  or  in  a  single  point  of  view,  to 
the  advancement  of  the  great  object  to  which  we  are  all, 
according  to  our  opportunities,  devoted. 

In  the  operations  of  Nature,  or  rather  of  Deity,  there  is 
nothing  the  result  of  blind  chance,  and  though  there  may  be 
particular  phenomena,  which  in  our  present  ignorance  of  the 
laws  controlling  them,  we  arc  unable  to  explain  ;  it  is  not  the 
less  certain  that  these  laws  really  exist,  and  that  patient  re- 
search will  yet  be  rewarded  by  their  discovery.  The  day 
will  come,  and  we  may  hope  is  even  now  dawning  upon  us, 
when  error  and  misconception  shall  vanish  before  the  advance 
of  science,  as  the  morning  mist  from  the  strength  of  the  noon* 
tide  sun ;  when  with  the  clouds  dispersed  which  yet  partially 
obscure  even  the  brightest  intellect,  the  veil  shall  be  lifted 
from  Nature's  most  secret  mysteries,  and  those  things  which 
we  now  behold  but  as  <'  through  a  glass,  darkly,"  be  all  re- 
vealed in  the  clear  effulgence  of  immutable  Truth. 

Erbata.    Page  76,  line  next  to  the  hottom,  for  "Silurian,"  read  Ctmhriao. 


Page  79,  10th 
Page  147,  9th 


eJevaipd  table  land. 


ine  from  top,  for  "  regiona ,"  read  rigors. 

inc  from  bottoni,  for"  base  eleraied  table  land,'*  read  baae  of  tbi 
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Vert  little  attention  has  hitherto  been  given  in  the  United 
States,  to  the  animals  belonging  to  the  fiunily  of  Limacidae, 
or  Slugs.  The  only  paper  on  the  subject  which  I  have  met 
with,  is  one  published  at  Philadelphia  by  the  late  M.  Rafi- 
nesque,  in  the  Annals  of  Nature  for  1820,  a  periodical  work 
projected  by  him,  but  which  never  extended  beyond  the 
specimen  number.  In  this  paper  M.  Rafinesque,  with  his 
usual  dexterity  in  proposing  new  genera  and  species,  gives  the 
characters  of  two  genera  and  six  species,  from  animals  noticed 
by  him  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  but  not  since  recog- 
nised by  other  naturalists.  One  of  his  genera,  however, 
which,  under  the  name  of  Philomycus,  he  intended  should 
embrace  those  species  which  are  entirely  destitute  of  a  man- 
tle, and  which  cannot  be  included  in  the  genus  Limax,  as 
hitherto  defined,  and  may  with  propriety  and  convenience  be 
retained,  has  been  adopted  by  M.  Ferussac.  It  will  be 
necessary,  for  the  same  reason,  to  establish  another  genus  for 
the  reception  of  those  species  in  which  the  mantle  covers  the 
whole  superior  surface  of  the  body,  but  which  are  excluded 
from  all  the  accepted  genera.    I  propose  to  designate  this 
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genus  by  the  name  of  Tebennophobus,  signifying  wearinga 
cloak. 
Its  characters  would  be  as  follows : 

Genus  Tebennophobus. 

Mantle  covering  the  whole  superior  surface  of  the  body; 
pulmonary  cavity  anterior,  orifice  on  the  right  side  towards 
the  head  ;  orifice  of  the  rectum  contiguous  to,  and  a  little 
above  and  in  cuivance  of  the  pulmonary  orifice;  organs  of 
generation  united,  orifice  behind  and  below  the  superior  tentor 
cle  of  the  right  side :  without  testaceous  rudimenij  terminal 
mucus  pore,  or  locomotive  band  of  the  foot. 

Dr.  Dekay,  in  his  Catalogue  of  Animals  of  New  York,  has 
indicated  by  nam£,  two  new  species  of  Limax,  the  L.  Unear 
tus  and  L.  marm^ratus.  As  no  description  or  figure  of  these 
has  yet  appeared,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  whether  they 
are  identical  with  any  of  the  species  described  in  this  paper, 
or  not. 

Genus  Limax,  Auctorum. 

LIMAX  FLAVUS. 

L.  corpore  lutescente,  maculis  aibidis  insignito;  dorio  gUndulu  •leTitif 
angoitis  instructo ;  clypeo  ovali,  lineii  concentricis  at  maonlii  orbioalatif  oroalo ; 
tentaculii  ceraleis ;  carina  brevi. 

STNONTMES  AND  REFERENCES. 

Limax  flavus,  linnaus.  Fauna  Suecica^  2d  edit.  No,  2092. 

Sy sterna  Natura,  I2thedit,p,  1081,  iVb.7. 
PENNANT.  British  Zoology^  IV.  41,  No.  20. 
GRAY.  British  Land  and  F.  Water  Shells^  1 14. 
Limax  variegatus,  draparnaud.  Hist,  des  Moll.  127,  No.  9. 

D£  RoissY.  Buffon  de  Sonn,  Moll,  V.  182. 
FERUSSAC.  Hist,  des  Moll.  Il^pl.  b^f,  1  to  6. 
Tab.  SysL  21,  No.  3. 
Supplement,  96,  2,  No.  3. 
LAMARCK.  Anim.  sans  Vert.  2d  edit.  VIL  722. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Ck)lor  brownish,  yellowish  brown,  or  ashy  brown  with  ob- 
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long-oval  imcolored  spots  which  have  a  longitudinal  disposi- 
tion ;  mantle  with  rounded  spots ;  head,  neck,  and  superior 
tentacles  blue,  semitransparent ;  lower  tentacles  white ;  base 
of  foot  sallow  white.  Body  when  extended  cylindrical, 
elongated,  terminating  acutely  with  a  short  but  prominent 
keel;  upper  part  covered  lvith  long  and  narrow  prominent 
tubercles.  Mantle  ample,  oval,  rounded  at  both  ends,^  with 
numerous  very  fine  concentrical  strisB.  Sides  paler,  and 
without  spots.  Respiratory  foramen  large,  placed  near  the 
posterior  lateral  margin  of  the  mantle  and  cleft  to  the  edge. 
Generative  orifice  indicated  by  a  white  spot  a  little  behind 
the  upper  tentacle  of  the  right  side. 

Length,  when  fully  extended,  nearly  three  inches. 

Geoobaphical  Distribution.  Noticed  hitherto  only  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Rebubks.  The  contrast  of  colors,  and  the  elegant  arrange- 
ment of  the  spots  and  lines,  render  this  a  beautiful  species. 
The  tubercles  of  the  surface  are  very  fine,  and  so  much  com- 
pressed as  to  appear  in  some  lights  to  be  carinated.  There 
is  often  a  well  defined  row  of  spots  down  ^he  back.  The 
upper  tentacles  are  long  and  delicate,  the  mantle  sometimes 
terminates  posteriorly  in  an  obtuse  point,  and  the  locomotive 
band  of  the  foot  is  narrow  and  well  defined.  There  is  a 
prominent  ridge  on  the  head  and  neck  between  the  tentacles, 
and  a  furrow  marks  the  edges  of  the  foot.  It  is  active  in  its 
motions,  turns  rapidly,  and  often  bends  the  body  so  as  to  form 
two  parallel  lines.  It  does  not  secrete  mucus  so  freely  as 
Limax  agrestis.  The  carina  is  often  yellowish.  The  testa- 
ceous rudiment  is  oblong-oval,  convex  above  and  concave  be- 
low, thin  and  membranaceous,  with  the  superior  surface 
smooth,  and  the  lower  uneven.  No  spiral  arrangement  is 
visible  to  the  eye,  and  it  appears  to  be  only  a  thin  testaceous 
plate  imbedded  in  the  mantle. 

It  inhabits  cellars  and  gardens  in  moist  situations  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  where  it  is  considered  noxious  to  vege- 
tation. It  feeds  upon  the  leaves  of  plants  in  kitchen  gardens, 
and  upon  the  remains  of  the  cooked  vegetables,  and  bread, 
thrown  out  firom  houses.    It  is  common,  but  not  so  numerous 
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as  Umax  agrestis.    I  have  never  seen  it  tospend  itself  by  i 
mucous  thread. 

This  species  is  of  foreign  origin,  but  the  period  of  its  intro- 
duction is  not  known.  It  may  probably  exist  in  other  cities 
as  well  as  in  Philadelphia,  or  even  in  the  country  not  fst  dit* 
tant  from  the  sea-coast.  It  was  noticed  by  Mr.  Say,  more 
than  twenty  years  since. 

LIMAX  AGR£8TIS. 

L.  oorpore  albo,  griieo,  einereo,  jufeioente  ant  nifiMMot*,  onieolort  rat 
roaculato,  sub-ojlindraceo,  glandulit  eloBgatit  tt  tulcit  fmcis  retioulatii  ii* 
■tnicto;  cljpeo  anteriore,  ovali,  gibboao,  lineia  coDcentricia  atmto;  earinl 
breTi  \  aparturft  lateral!  poitica. 

STNONTMES  AND  REFERENCES. 

Limax  agrestis,  linn^us.  Syst,  Nat,  l2thediLp.  1082. 

MULLER.  2d  part^  No,  204,  p,  6. 
DRAPARNAUD.  Hist.  dcs,  Moll,p.  126,  pZ.  9,  j^.  9. 
FERUSSAC.  Tableau  Syst,  p,  21. 

Hist,  des  Moll,  p.  73,  pi  by  Jig.  7—10. 
Supplement^  p,  96. 
LAMARCK.  Anim,  sans  Vert,  2d.  edit,  7.  p.  717. 
Limax  tunicata,  gould.  Invertebrata  of  Mass,  p.  8. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Color  varying  from  whitish  through  every  shade  of  cin- 
ereous and  gray  to  black,  and  through  various  shades  of  yel- 
lowish, or  amber-color,  to  brownish,  and  sometimes  irregularly 
spotted  with  small  black  points  or  dots  ;  tentacles  darker  than 
the  general  surface,  sometimes  black ;  mantle  sometimes 
mottled  with  a  lighter  color ;  base  of  foot  sallow  white ; 
sheath  of  tentacles  indicated  by  black  lines  extending  back- 
wards from  their  base  under  the  edge  of  the  mantle.  Body 
when  in  motion  cylindrical,  elongated,  terminating  acutely, 
the  sides  towards  its  posterior  extremity  compressed  upwards, 
so  as  to  form  a  short  carina  or  keel ;  foot  very  narrow.  Man- 
tle oblong-oval,  fleshy,  convex  and  prominent,  rounded  at 
both  extremities,  equalling  in  length  one-third  of  the  length 
of  the  body,  its  surface  marked  by  prominent,  irregularly 
waved,  concentrical  lines  and  funows,  having  their  centre  ot 
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the  posterior  pert,  and  its  edges  on  the  whole  circumference 
unattached.  Upper  sur&ce  of  body  marked  with  longitudi- 
nal lines,  or  shallow  furrows,  darker  than  the  general  surface, 
sometimes  black,  anastomosing  with  each  other,  and  forming 
a  sort  of  net-work ;  between  the  reticulated  lines  are  narrow, 
irregular  oblong  plates,  or  smooth,  flattened  tubercles,  giving 
the  surface  the  appearance  of  a  mosaic  work,  with  Unes  of 
dark  cement ;  reticulations  less  distinct  on  the  sides,  and  dis- 
appearing towards  the  base ;  a  prominent  tubercular  ridge 
extends  from  between  the  superior  tentacles  backward  to  the 
mantle,  with  a  furrow  on  each  side.  Superior  tentacle  cylin- 
drical, about  one-eighth  of  the  length  of  the  body,  with  small, 
black,  ocular  points  on  the  superior  part  of  the  terminal  bulb  ; 
inferior  tentacles  immediately  under  the  upper,  very  short. 
Respiratory  foramen  near  the  posterior  lateral  edge  of  the 
mantle,  large,  surrounded  with  a  whitish  border.  Orifice  of 
rectum  immediately  adjacent,  but  a  little  above  and  anterior 
to  the  respiratory  foramen.  Foot  narrow ;  locomotive  band 
bounded  by  two  distinct  longitudinal  furrows.  Generally 
about  one  inch  in  length,  but  when  fully  grown  nearly  two 
inches. 

GEOGRAPfiicAL  DISTRIBUTION.  Inhabits  the  neighborhood 
of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  maritime  cities. 
Has  not  yet  penetrated  far  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 

Remarks.  In  Dr.  Gould's  description  of  lAmax  tunicaia^ 
he  intimates  a  suspicion  that  it  may  prove  identical  with 
LvmcLx  agrestiSf  Ldn.,  and  further  observation  has  fully  con- 
firmed that  sui^position.  It  is  undoubtedly  of  European  ori- 
gin, and  I  have  not  noticed  it  at  any  considerable  distance 
from  the  sea-coast.  It  is  common  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Boston,  under  stones  at  road-sides,  and  about  stables  and 
farm-yards,  and  in  other  moist  situations,  under  wet  and  de- 
caying pieces  of  wood.  It  is  also  found  in  cellars  and  gar- 
dens, but  not  in  such  numbers  as  to  cause  much  mischief  by 
its  depredations.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  it  is  more  com- 
mon, attains  a  large  size,  and  is  more  destructive  to  vegetation. 
A  considerable  number  of  individuals  often  congregate  in  the 
same  retreat.    Their  £ood  wpjpean  to  be  the  green  leaves  of 
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micciilent  plants,  and  sometimea  ripe  finiita ;  they  fiMd  dmiag 
the  night,  and  are  rarely  found  out  of  their  retreats  in  the  day 
time.  Their  growth  is  rapid,  the  animal  exuded  from  the 
egg  in  the  spring,  arriving  at  full  maturity  and  producing  eggi 
before  the  succeeding  winter.  They  are  active  in  their  mo- 
tions, and  soon  escape  when  disturbed.  They  defend  them- 
selves from  injurious  contact  by  instantly  secreting  at  the  part 
touched  a  quantity  of  milky-white,  glutinous  mucus,  and 
suspend  themselves,  head  downwards,  and  lower  themselves 
from  plants  and  fences  by  forming  a  mucous  thread  which 
they  attach  to  the  point  from  which  they  hang.  They  are 
occasionally  seen  in  this  situation  in  rainy  weather.  During 
the  process  of  exuding  the  mucous  thread,  the  alternate  un- 
dulating expansions  and  contractions  of  the  locomotive  band 
of  the  foot  are  seen  to  take  place,  in  the  same  mamier  as 
when  they  are  in  motion  on  a  plane  surface. 

This  species  varies  very  much  in  color,  and  descriptions  by 
different  authors  relying  principally  upon  it,  differ  greatly 
from  each  other ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  color,  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  furrows  and  tubercles  remains  constant.  In 
a  state  of  contraction,  the  back  is  arched,  the  head  is  entirely 
withdrawn  under  the  mantle,  the  glands  of  the  skin  are  very 
prominent,  making  the  surface  appear  rough,  the  carina  is 
more  apparent,  and  the  posterior  extremity  being  a  little 
turned  to  one  side,  appears  to  be  oblique.  It  is  described  by 
some  authors  as  constantly  oblique,  but  the  obliquity  disap- 
pears when  the  animal  is  fully  extended.  When  in  motion, 
the  head  extends  considerably  beyond  the  mantle,  and  there 
is  an  interval  between  its  margin,  and  the  base  of  the  supeii* 
or  tentacle,  equal  to  the  length  of  the  tentacles.  The  mantle 
adheres  to  the  body  by  its  posterior  central  portion,  and  it  is 
in  this  part  of  it  that  is  found  imbedded  the  testaceous  nidi* 
ment,  or  shell.  This  is  oval,  curved  above,  very  thin  and 
delicate,  having  a  transparent  epidermis.  At  its  posterior 
part  there  is  a  slight  apicial  prominence  and  the  appearance  of 
indistinct  concentric  lines  of  growth. 

In  the  Philadelphia  variety,  the  tubercles  and  furrows  are 
less  strongly  marked  than  in  that  found  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Boston. 
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LIHAX  CAMPEBTRIS. 

L.  corpora  Mieeinoo  eoloro,  oylindrtMOi  git&dalif  tloratit  oloOfttii  rab-rofo- 
■o ;  elypeo  ■ub-aotico,  oTali-oblongo,  lintif  ot  mltia  conoeBtritia  ■triato ;  eta^ 
■ub-carinaU;  apartorft  lateral!  poitidL. 

STNONTUS   AMD  REnBttNCBS. 

Limaz  campestris,  nobis. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Colour  usual]  7  of  various  shades  of  amber,  without  spots 
or  markings,  sometimes  blackish ;  head  and  tentacles  smoky. 
Body  cyUndrical,  elongated,  terminating  in  a  very  short  cari- 
na at  its  posterior  extremity.  Mantle  oval,  fleshy,  but  little 
prominent,  with  fine  concentrical  lines.  Back  covered  with 
prominent  elongated  tubercles  and  fiurrows.  Foot  narrow, 
whitish.  Respiratory  foramen  on  the  posterior  dextral  margin 
of  the  mantle.    Body  covered  with  a  thin,  watery  mucus. 

Length,  about  one  inch. 

Geooraphical  Distribution.  Inhabits  all  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  New  York  and  Ohio,  and  was  found  in  Missouri 
by  Prof.  Adams. 

Remarks.  The  resemblances  between  some  of  the  species 
of  this  genus  are  so  great  that  it  is  difficult  to  provide  them 
with  distinctive  characters,  and  it  is  only  by  close  comparison 
that  their  differences  can  be  seen.  The  present  species,  al* 
though  considerably  smaller,  is  nearly  allied  to  Limax  cLgrestis. 
Its  differential  characters  are  as  follows :  It  is  always  much 
smaller,  and  at  all  ages  possesses  a  peculiarly  gelatinous  or 
semitransparent  consistency.  The  tuberosities  of  the  surface 
are  more  prominent  in  proportion  to  their  size,  are  not  flattened 
or  plate-like,  and  are  not  separated  by  darker  colored  anasto- 
mosing lines,  the  intervening  furrows  being  of  the  same  color 
as  the  general  surface.  It  does  not  secrete  a  milky  mucus  at 
every  part  of  the  surface  when  touched.  Like  that  species,  it  is 
active  in  its  motions,  and  suspends  itself  by  a  mucous  thread. 

This  species  appears  to  be  common  to  all  the  northern  parts 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  found  under  decaying  wood  in 
the  forests  and  in  open  pastures,  and  under  stones  at  road-sides. 
From  its  wide  distributioD,  it  would  seem  to  be  indigenoos. 

82 
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Its  testaceous  rudiment  is  minute  and  delicate  in  proportioD 
to  the  small  size  of  the  animal. 

Genus  Arion,  Ferussac. 

A&ION  HORTENSI8. 

L.  corport  albido,  auf  griteo,  glandnlit  confertit,  tlongAtia  ttriato ;  elypeo 
anUriore,  ovali,  granuloao ;  cauda  obiQia,  carina  nulla;  apertiuA  Jatarali  poib- 
cA  ;  margine  faacid  fusca  obscur^  ornatA. 

9YN0NTMES  AND  RETIRENCCS. 

Arion  hortensis,  ferussac.  Tah.  Syst,  p,  18. 

Hist,  des  Moll,  p.  65,  pZ.  ^<^f,  6. 

Supplement^  p,  06,  a, 
BOUCHARD-cHANTEREAUX.  Catalogue^  p.  24. 
Limax  hortensis,  lamarck.  Anim,  sans  Vert,  VI.  p.  919. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Color  of  upper  surface  whitish  or  light  ashy,  sometimes 
with  a  slight  tinge  of  brown  ;  an  obscure,  ill-defined  brownish 
hne  extending  along  the  lower  margin  of  the  mantle,  and  of 
the  body  on  both  sides,  meeting  over  the  posterior  extremity. 
Body  when  extended  cylindrical,  narrow,  very  much  elonga- 
ted, expanding  a  little  towards  its  posterior  extremity,  termi- 
nating in  a  truncated  point ;  the  upper  surface  crowded  with 
fine,  oblong  tuberosities,  its  flanks  with  elongated  tuberculated 
plates,  with  furrows  between.  Mantle  small,  oval,  rather 
narrow,  flattened,  its  anterior  margin  nearly  reaching  the 
head ;  its  surface  covered  with  minute  granulations ;  about 
one-fourth  of  the  length  of  the  body.  Between  the  superior 
tentacles  a  tubercular  ridge  with  furrows  on  each  side.  Su- 
perior tentacles  darker  than  the  general  surface ;  about  one- 
eighth  of  the  length  of  the  body,  stout,  cyUndrical,  with  black 
oculiferous  points;  lower  tentacles  beneath  the  upper,  very 
short.  Foot  whitish,  separated  from  the  margin  of  the  body 
by  a  furrow,  and  projecting  beyond  the  body  posteriorly,  with 
a  flat  and  rounded  termination ;  locomotive  band  not  distin- 
guished from  the  foot.  At  the  posterior  termination  of  the 
body  is  the  triangular  sinus,  or  mucus  pore.  Respiratory 
foramen  very  small,  situated  near  the  margin  of  the  mantle. 
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about  one-third  of  its  length  distant  firom  its  anterior  ex- 
tremity.   Liength  rather  more  than  one  inch. 

Geoqraphical  DisTRmuTioN.  Noticed  hitherto  only  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Boston. 

Remarks.  In  this  species  the  head  alone  projects  from 
the  mantle,  no  part  of  the  neck  being  visible.  It  is  constant- 
ly covered  with  a  watery  mucus,  and  suspends  itself  by  a 
mucous  thread,  like  many  other  species  of  this  family.  I 
have  not  noticed  any  varieties  of  colors  or  markings.  It 
occurs  only  in  small  numbers,  in  company  with  Limcu;  ogres- 
tis,  under  stones  at  road-sides.  I  give  this  species  with  some 
hesitation,  for  the  foreign  descriptions  and  figures  generally 
do  not  apply  to  it,  and  unless  two  species  are  eonfounded  to- 
gether, the  differences  of  color  and  markings  in  the  varieties 
are  truly  extraordinary.  Ferussac's  description  of  the  variety, 
"  griseus,  unicolor,  fasciis  nigris,"  is  however  so  very  applica^ 
ble  to  ours,  and  the  figure  referred  to  represents  it  so  well, 
that  I  cannot  doubt  that  our  animal  is  identical  with  that  va- 
riety. From  its  restricted  locality,  and  small  numbers,  it  is 
probably  an  introduced  species.  It  may,  however,  prove  to 
be  a  distinct  species,  and  comparison  of  the  foreign  and  native 
animals  can  alone  decide  its  character. ' 

Genus,  Tebennophorus. 

TEBENNOPHORUS  CAR0L1N1ENSI8. 

L.  corpore  albido,  fusco  irrorato,  faiciii  tribnt  male-circamicriptit  longitudin- 
alibut,  et  panotia  nigrii  iparaia,  otnato ;  eljpeo  lato  at  elongato,  donum  intagram 
▼aatianta,  glandalia  andalatia  conftiaia  conferto;  apariarft  lalarali  anticA. 

STNONTMES  AND  BEFBRSNCES. 

Limax  Caroliniensis,  bosg.  Buffon  de  Deterville^  Coq.  I.  p.  80,  pL 

8,/g.  1. 

FBRU88AG.  Htst.  dts  Molh  p.  77,  ph  6,/,  8. 

LASfABCK.  Anim,  sans  Vert.  2d  edit.  VI.  719. 
Limax  Carolinianus,  de  roisst.  Buffon  de  Sonnini  Moll.j  V.  183. 

Philomycus  Caroliniensis,  ferussag.  Tab.  Syst.  p.  15. 

Supplementy  p.  96,  y. 
Limax  togata,  gould.  Ifwertebrata  of  Massachusetts,  p.  S. 
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DBscmiPTum. 

Color  of  upper  surfieu^e  whitish,  or  yellowish  white,  varie* 
gated  with  clouds  and  spots  of  brownish  and  blackish,  so 
arranged  as  to  form  tliree  ill-defined  longitudinal  bands,  one 
on  the  centre  of  the  back,  and  one  on  each  flank,  extending 
from  the  head  to  the  posterior  extremity,  anastomosing  more 
or  less  with  each  other,  and  having  smaller  spots  of  the  same 
color  between  them ;  inferior  margin  white,  or  yellowish ; 
foot  whitish.  Mouth  surrounded  with  a  circular  row  of 
papillae.  Body  elongated,  sub-cylindrical,  flattened  towards 
its  posterior  extremity,  which  is  obtuse ;  superior  tentacles 
one  fourth  of  an  inch  long,  brownish  or  blackish,  stout,  ter- 
minating in  a  bulb  ;  ocular  points  on  the  superior  part  of  the 
bulb  ;  inferior  tentacles  inunediately  below  the  upper,  white, 
very  short,  nearly  conical.  Mantle  fleshy,  covering  the  whole 
body,  its  anterior  edge  tinged  with  brownish,  and  falling  in  a 
slight  curve  between  the  two  superior  tentacles,  reaching  on 
the  sides  to  the  superior  margin  of  the  foot ;  posterior  extrem- 
ity rounded  ;  cuticle  covered  with  irregular  vermiform  glands, 
anastomosing  with  each  other,  and  having  a  general  tendency 
to  a  longitudinal  direction,  with  shallow  furrows  between, 
lubricated  with  a  watery  mucus,  and  susceptible  of  contrac- 
tions which  produce  a  slow,  undulatory  motion,  like  the 
flowing  of  water,  over  the  whole  surface.  Foot  whitish, 
extending  a  little  beyond  the  mantle  posteriorly,  showing  a 
whitish  flattened  border.  Orifice  of  the  organs  of  generation 
on  the  right  side  at  a  little  distance  behind  and  below  the 
superior  tentacle.  Respiratory  orifice  large,  on  the  right  side, 
one  fourth  of  an  inch  behind  the  origin  of  the  superior  tenta^ 
cle ;  anal  orifice  in  close  contact,  a  little  above  and  in  front  of 
it ;  above  the  respiratory  orifice  on  the  back  is  a  deep  curved 
furrow,  running  upwards  and  backwards.  Locomotive  band 
not  distinguished  from  the  lower  surface  of  the  foot. 

Greatest  length,  when  fully  extended,  four  inches. 

Geographical  Distribution.  Was  noticed  by  the  origin- 
al discoverer  in  South  Carolina ;  is  common  in  Vermont,  the 
western  part  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Ohio :  and  was 
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found  in  Missouri  by  Professor  C.  B.  Adams,  and  by  Mr. 
Haldeman  in  the  south-western  angle  of  Virginia. 

Remarks.     In  some  individuals  the  whole  upper  surface  is 
irregularly  clouded  with  brownish,  without  any  tendency  to 
longitudinal  arrangement ;  in  some,  fine  black  spots  are  nu- 
merous ;  in  others,  there  are  rows  of  large  clouded  spots ;  a 
single  one  was  almost  destitute  of  coloring.     The  head  never 
projects  beyond  the  mantle.     The  tentacles  are  contractile 
and  retractile,  as  in  the  other  species.     When  handled  it  se- 
cretes from  the  skin  a  thick,  milky,  adhesive  mucus,  but  I 
have  never  seen  it  suspend  itself  by  a  mucous  thread.     I 
have  noticed  its  posterior  extremity  curved  upwards  when  the 
animal  was  in  motion ;  at  other  times  flattened  and  expanded, 
and  again  very  much  corrugated,  and  apparently  truncated ; 
sometimes  there  appear  to  be  one  or  more  mucous  glands  at 
this  part,  and  the  secretion  of  mucus  from  it  is  more  plentiful 
than  from  other  parts  of  the  body.     The  mantle  is  not  cleft 
from  the  respiratory  foramen  to  the  margin,  as  in  some  of 
the  species,  but  is  provided  with  a  deep  furrow  or  canal  run* 
ning  from  the  orifice  to  the  edge  of  the  mantle  below  it. 

It  is  very  inactive  and  sluggish  in  its  motions.  It  inhabits 
forests,  under  the  bark,  and  in  the  interior  of  decayed  trunks 
of  fallen  trees,  among  which  it  is  particularly  partial  to  the 
Bass-wood,  Tilia  Americana. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  animal  originally 
described  by  Bosc,  under  the  name  of  Limax  Caroliniensis^ 
though  his  description  is  so  imperfect  that  it  can  only  be  re- 
cognized by  the  arrangement  of  colors  which  are  peculiar  to 
it.  His  original  drawing,  engraved  in  Ferussac's  work,  is  a 
tolerably  accurate  representation  of  one  of  the  varieties.  He 
makes  no  mention  of  the  mantle,  and  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  figure ;  hence  Ferussac  took  it  for  granted  that  it  is  desti. 
tute  of  it,  and  placed  the  animal  in  Rafinesque's  genus  Phi- 
lomycus,  which  is  chiefly  distinguished  from  Ldmax  by  the 
absence  of  this  organ.  Yet  with  a  singular  inconsistency, 
having  adopted  this  genus  with  all  Rafinesque's  characters, 
he  arranges  it  under  that  division  of  the  family  containing 
the  species  entirely  covered  by  a  numtle.    And  as  the  other 
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genera  included  in  the  same  division,  were  supposed  to  pos- 
sess only  contractile  tentacles,  by  a  convenient  method  of 
generalization  he  inferred  that  in  the  (M^esent  species  also  the 
tentacles  were  destitute  of  the  power  of  retrcKtum,  The 
editors  of  the  new  edition  of  Lamarck  have  again  more  re- 
cently described  it  as  destitute  of  a  mantle,  but  in  truth  it 
possesses  a  well  characterized  mantle,  unattached  to  the  body 
at  its  anterior  part,  and  around  its  whole  margin,  and  as  before 
remarked,  the  tentacles  are  retractile.  M.  Ferussac  also  spec- 
ulated upon  the  uses  of  this  pecuUar  organization,  which  he 
supposed  might  enable  the  animal  to  resist  the  heats  of  wann 
climates ;  it  is,  however,  probably  intended  for  some  other 
purpose,  for  it  is  found  to  inhabit  the  most  northern  portions  of 
the  United  States,  where  the  winters  are  long  and  severe,  and 
by  its  habits  it  is  in  a  great  degree  removed  from  the  influ- 
ence of  heat. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  the  description  of  Dr.  Gould  difieis 
essentially  from  mine  ;  this  arises  from  his  description  having 
been  drawn  up  from  specimens  preserved  in  alcohol,  which 
had  contracted  them  and  entirely  changed  their  aspect. 

Genus  Philomtcus,  Rafinesque. 

PHILOMYCUS  DORSALIS. 

P.  corpore  cylindraceo,  poitice  aUenaato  \  dorao  linta  longitudioali  Digret- 
cente  interrupU  et  glandulii  minutii  longulii  inttructo ;  djpeo  nuUo;  afmtaiA 
laterali  parvo  anticft. 

STNONYMMS  AND  REFERENCES, 

Philomycus  dorsalis,  nobis. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Color  of  upper  surface  ashy,  with  a  shade  of  blue,  an  inte^ 
rupted  black  line  extending  down  the  centre  of  the  back; 
superior  tentacles  black,  about  one  eighth  of  the  length  of 
the  body  ;  lower  tentacles  blackish,  very  short.  Body  cylin- 
drical and  narrow,  terminating  posteriorly  in  an  acute  point ; 
base  of  foot  white,  very  narrow,  its  separation  from  the  body 
not  well  defined.     Upper  surface  covefed  with  elongated  and 
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slightly  prominent  glandular  projections,  the  furrows  between 
indistinct.  Respiratory  orifice  very  minute,  situated  on  the 
right  side  about  one  eighth  of  an  inch  behind  the  insertion  of 
the  superior  tentacle. 

Length  three-fourths  of  an  inch. 

Geogbaphical  Distribution.  Noticed  hitherto  only  in 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts. 

Rebubks.  This  animal  is  found  in  woods  and  forests,  in 
the  soil  under  decaying  trunks  and  logs.  It  is  lubricated  by 
a  watery  mucus  which  is  not  secreted  in  quantity  sufficient  to 
preserve  its  life  when  removed  from  its  native  haunts  and  ex- 
posed to  the  air.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  preserve  it  long 
enough  for  examination,  as  it  becomes  dry,  diminishes  in  bulk 
more  than  one-half,  and  dies.  I  have  seen  but  three  speci- 
mens. They  were  very  active  in  their  movements,  and  one 
of  them  suspended  itself  by  a  mucous  thread,  in  the  manner 
of  the  Limaces.  My  specimens  were  found  in  Vermont. 
Dr.  Gould  has  recognized  this  or  a  similar  species  near  Boston. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  this  is  one  of  the  species  described 
by  Rafinesque,  but  from  the  poverty  of  his  descriptions  I  am 
unable  to  identify  it  with  either  of  them. 


Art.  XIV.— additional  DESCRIPTIONS  OF,  AND  OBSER- 
VATIONS ON,  THE  FISHES  OF  MASSACHUSETTa  Br  D. 
Humphreys  Storer,  M.  D.    (Read  December  15th,  1841.) 

Two  years  since,  I  presented  to  the  chairman  of  the  Zoo- 
logical Commissioners  of  our  State,  a  report  upon  the  Fishes 
of  Massachusetts — the  preparation  of  which,  had  occupied 
much  of  my  leisure  during  the  two  preceding  seasons.  When 
that  report  was  commenced  I  had  devoted  but  little  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  was  induced  to  undertake  it  because  no 
other  member  of  the  Society  had  made  Ichthyology  his  study. 
The  duty  was  urged  upon,  not  sought,  by  me.  Could  I  have 
selected  my  department,  the  chairman  of  the  Commissioners 
is  well  aware  I  should  have  chosen  that  branch  of  science 
which  had  been  among  my  earliest  studies  —  which,  from  the 
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foundation  of  this  Society,  I  had  zealously  ponded — and 
upon  which,  I  had  the  honor  of  lecturing  to  the  Society  two 
succeeding  seasons — 1831-32.     Nobly  has  another  executed 
that  commission ,-  and  I  would  congratulate  my  friend  npoD 
the  credit  his  labors  have  conferred  upon  himself,  upon  our 
Society  and  New  England.     My  task  was  undertaken,  and 
the  result  has  been  presented  to  you.     Although  my  duties  as 
a  Zoological  Commissioner  may  have  terminated  with  the 
publication  of  my  report,  as  your  Ichthyological  Curator,  I 
would  now  present  such  additional  facts  respecting  our  Fishes, 
as  I  have  since  been  able  to  collect,  trusting  that  they  may 
facilitate  the  researches  of  the  future  Ichthyologists  of  Mass- 
achusetts. 

When  my  Report  was  published,  I  knew  but  one  species  of 
Perca  in  our  waters,  and  I  felt  quite  confident  that  this  was 
the  flavescenSj  Mitchill.  Several  months  afterwards,  Mr.  C. 
Harding,  of  this  city,  attracted  by  the  unusual  number  of 
transverse  bands  upon  a  specimen  taken  by  him  ia  Concord 
river,  kindly  sent  it  to  me  for  examination.  I  at  once  saw 
that  this  must  be  the  flavescenSj  as  acknowledged  by  Cuvier, 
and  subsequently  described  and  figured  by  Richardson,  in  the 
<<  Fauna  Boreali  Americana."  In  this  specimen,  ten  bands 
were  perfectly  distinct ;  and  the  species  was  readily  made  out 
Soon  after,  I  received  several  specimens  of  this  species,  from 
Mr.  Edward  S.  Hoar,  of  Concord,  which  were  also  taken  in 
Concord  river.  The  species  noticed  in  my  Report,  and  our 
most  common  species,  is  the  granulataj  Cuv.,  called  at 
Holmes'  Hole,  the  Roach.  The  coloring  of  this  latter  species 
differs  exceedingly  in  different  latitudes.  A  specimen  taken  at 
Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge,  was  nearly  of  a  grass-green  through- 
out its  entire  surface,  excepting  the  fins. 

I  remarked  in  my  Report,  that  besides  the  Pomotis  vulgariSf 
I  was  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  information  I  had  collect- 
ed, that  another  species  of  Pomotis  inhabited  our  waters. 
Mr.  E.  S.  Hoar,  of  Concord,  has  sent  me  three  specimens  of 
a  second  species.  It  may  be  what  Dr.  Mitchill  called  Labrus 
appendix,  in  his  "  Supplement  to  the  Fishes  of  New  York," 
although  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  color  of  the  fins,  which 
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is  a  striking  peculiarity  in  our  fish.  I  introduce  the  follow- 
ing description  as  of  a  species  new  to  our  Fauna.  Should 
it  not  prove  to  be  the  P.  appendix,  I  would  propose  the  name 
of  rubri-cauda,  from  a  very  characteristic  mark  it  presents,  a 
blood-red  colored  tail. 

PoMOTis  RUBBi-CAUDA.     The  rcd^tailed  Pomotis. 

Length  of  the  fish  five  inches  :  the  length  of  the  head  to  the 
outer  angle  of  the  operculum  one  inch  and  a  half ;  the  depth  of 
the  body  across  the  base  of  the  pectoral  fins  two  inches.  The 
general  color  of  the  fish  is  a  rusty  brown,  more  strongly  marked 
above  the  middle  of  the  body,  which  is  caused  by  ferrugi- 
nous spots  being  densely  distributed  along  the  scales ;  these 
spots  are  more  sparse  and  more  distinct  below  the  lateral  line ; 
the  body,  upon  the  sides,  is  golden  ;  and  beneath,  in  front  of 
the  anal  fin,  of  a  blood-red  color.  The  hecKl,  between  and  in 
front  of  the  eyes,  is  naked.  A  blueish  white  undulating  line 
runs  from  the  upper  jaw,  just  beneath  the  eye,  across  the 
operculum  and  beneath  the  opercular  membrane,  to  its  poste- 
rior extremity ;  a  second  line  of  a  similar  character  arises  just 
above  this,  and,  interrupted  by  the  eye,  again  commences  back 
of  it,  and  passes  over  the  opercular  membrane  —  so  that  the 
membranous  appendage  of  the  operculum,  which  is  of  a  deep 
uniform  black  color,  three  lines  in  length,  and  one  line  deep, 
is  included  between  these  lines.  Beneath  the  undulating 
lines  just  spoken  of,  are  blueish-white  blotches  irregularly 
distributed  upon  the  preoperculum,  some  of  them  passing 
downwards  towards  its  lower  edge.  The  eyes  are  three  lines 
in  diameter  —  the  pupils  are  black,  the  irides  red.  The  lateral 
line  commences  just  above,  and  in  front  of  the  base  of  the 
opercular  membrane,  and  assumes  the  arch  of  the  body. 

The  dorsal  fin,  anteriorly,  is  of  a  dark  brown  color,  its  pos- 
terior portion  is  red,  the  spinous  portion  is  not  quite  as  high 
as  the  soft  rays.  The  ventral  fins  are  red  at  their  base,  and 
terminate  in  black  extremities.  The  pectoral  fins  are  of  a  yel- 
lowish brown  color.  The  anal  fin  is  yellowish  at  its  base, 
and  fuliginous  at  its  margin.  The  caudal  fin  is  of  a  blood- 
red  eobr  when  the  fish  is  alive. 

23 
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The  fin  rays  are  as  follows  : — D.  11 — 9  ;  P.  11 ;  V.  1 — 5; 
A.  3—9 ;  C.  18. 

I  described  the  Prionotus  Carolinus  from  the  only  speci- 
men I  had  then  seen,  which  was  sent  me  by  Dr.  Yale  from 
Holmes'  Hole.  In  September,  1840,  I  received  a  beautiful 
specimen,  twelve  inches  long,  taken  in  a  net  at  Green  Island, 
by  Capt.  Nathaniel  Blanchard ;  and  Mr.  Henry  Sheafe  has 
lately  sent  the  Society  two  other  specimens,  captured  at  Phil- 
lip's Point,  Lynn. 

But  three  specimens  of  a  species  belonging  to  a  genus 
which  I  called  Cryptacanthodes,  (and  which  I  am  gratified 
to  know  has  been  adopted  by  Dr.  Dekay,  in  his  Report  on  the 
Zoology  of  New  York,  now  in  the  course  of  preparation,)  had 
been  met  with.  Since  my  Report  was  published,  a  specimen 
has  been  presented  me  by  Mr.  Ilcnry  Bryant,  of  this  Society, 
as  having  been  found  on  the  shore  at  Commercial  Point  ;  aud 
another  specimen,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  New  Eng- 
land Museum,  is  now  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Boston   Museum. 

During  the  last  summer,  Dr.  Leach  of  this  city,  sent  me  a 
fine  s}X!cimen  of  the  Umbrina  nebulosa,  fifteen  inches  in 
length,  which  was  taken  in  a  net  at  Lynn.  I  had  previously 
seen  but  one  specimen,  and  although  my  description  was 
drawn  up  from  that  specimen,  which  had  been  for  years  pre- 
served in  spirits,  the  colors  were  so  exceedingly  well  preserv- 
ed, (as  I  had  an  opixjrtunity  to  decide  by  comparing  the  two,) 
that  any  further  description  is  unnecessary.  The  fresh  fish 
when  boiled  was  very  palatable. 

The  specimen  of  the  Pelamys  sarda,  which  I  described, 
was  received  from  Holmes'  Hole,  whore,  Dr.  Yale  informed 
me,  it  had  been  not  unfrequently  met  with  of  late.  In  June, 
1840,  I  received  a  specimen  from  Dr.  William  Prescott,  of 
Lynn,  who  wrote  me  "  it  was  taken,  with  another  specimen, 
hanging  by  its  teeth  to  the  meshes  of  a  net  which  had  been 
set  for  Menhaden.  They  are  considered  by  our  fishermen  as 
very  rare,  but  few  having  been  taken  or  seen  by  them  in  our 
waters."  I  have  heard  of  a  few  specimens  having  been 
taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Nahaut. 
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Ctbiuh  maculatum.  Cuv.     The  spotted  Mackerel. 

Scomber  maeulatus.     Alitchill.    Tran^aciions  of  ihe   Liu  and   Phi loiop.  So- 
ciety of  Now  York,  I.  426,  et  fig. 

Cybium maculatum.    Cuv.  et  Valenc.     fli»t.  Nat.  dei  Poissoni,  t.  VIII.  181. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  to  this  Society  a  specimen  of 
this  species,  taken  on  the  2Jth  of  July,  1841,  in  a  net  at  Lynn, 
together  with  several  specimens  of  the  Tcmnodon  saltator. 
Tliis  species  is  entirely  unknown  to  the  numerous  fishermen 
who  have  examined  it ;  and  it  is  the  only  specimen  I  have 
heard  of  as  being  taken  in  the  waters  of  our  State.  Dr. 
Mitchill  described  and  figured  it  in  his  "Fishes  of  New 
York,"  under  the  common  name  of  "  Spanish  Mackerel," 
which  is  the  Scomber  colias.  When  first  taken,  it  is  a  very 
beautiful  fish,  but  the  brilliancy  of  its  colors  is  soon  eflkced. 
The  specimen  referred  to,  is  twenty  one  inches  in  length  ; 
its  greatest  depth,  measured  from  the  origin  of  the  first  dorsal 
fin,  is  about  four  inches  —  its  greatest  thickness  is  two  inches. 

The  top  of  the  head,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  sides  of 
the  body,  are  of  a  dark  leaden  color  ;  the  sides  are  lighter  ; 
the  jaws,  opercula,  and  abdomen  are  of  a  beautiful  clear 
white,  presenting  a  satin  like  appearance  —  the  dorsal  ridge, 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  is  of  a  beautiful  dark  green  col- 
or ;  twenty  or  more  bright  yellow  si)ots,  the  largest  being 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  situated  above  and  be- 
neath the  lateral  line,  ornament  its  sides — the  most  anterior  of 
these  spots  is  beneath  the  pectoral  fins  —  the  largest  number  of 
the  spots  is  anterior  to  the  dorsal  fin. 

The  length  of  the  head  is  three  and  a  half  inches,  termi- 
nated anteriorly  in  a  sharp  point.  The  eyes  are  half  an  inch 
in  diameter  :  the  pupils  are  black,  the  irides  are  golden.  The 
anterior  nostril  is  the  smaller,  and  is  semicircular  :  the  posterior 
nostril,  which  is  situated  directly  in  front  of  the  centre  of  the 
eye,  is  a  transverse  slit.  The  upjier  jaw  terminates  in  a  point  : 
the  prominent  tip  of  the  lower  jaw  projects  slightly  beyond 
the  upper :  both  of  the  jaws  are  furnished  with  a  single  row 
of  prominent,  sharp,  triangular  teeth  —  those  situated  towards 
the  angle  of  the  jaws,  the  largest :  the  gape  of  the  mouth 
when  expanded,  measures  from  the  tip  of  the  jaws  two 
inches. 
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The  lateral  line  which  is  raised  above  the  general  surface  of 
the  fish,  arises  half  of  an  inch  above  the  origin  of  the  pectoral 
fin,  and  in  the  language  of  Mitchill,  <^  does  not  travel  straight, 
but  crooks  and  meanders  along  prettily  towards  the  tail." 

The  first  dorsal  fin,  which  is  five  inches  long,  arises  less 
than  an  inch  back  of  the  operculum  :  its  anterior  portion  is 
much  higher  than  the  posterior :  the  membrane  connecting  the 
fijrst  eight  rays  is  black  —  the  remaining  portion  is  white,  ex- 
cept at  its  edge,  which  is  black  :  the  second  and  third  rays, 
which  are  the  highest,  are  one  and  a  half  inch  high :  all  the 
rays  project  above  the  membrane,  and  are  furnished  with  del- 
icate filaments. 

The  second  dorsal  fin  commences  three-eighths  of  an  inch 
back  of  the  first :  it  is  of  a  lead  color,  two  inches  long,  one 
and  a  half  inches  high  at  its  highest  point :  eight  finlets  about 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  high,  of  the  same  color  as  the  fin,  are 
situated  between  it  and  the  tail. 

The  pectoral  fins  which  are  falciform,  arise  directly  back  of 
the  angle  of  the  operculum  —  they  are  six  lines  long  and  two 
inches  high  ;  black  beneath,  above  lighter. 

The  ventral  fins  are  white  —  two  lines  long,  and  seven  lines 
high. 

The  anal  fin  arises  opposite  the  middle  of  the  second  dorsal 
fin,  and  is  of  the  same  length  as  that  fin  :  eight  finlets,  similar 
in  form  to  those  of  the  dorsal,  are  seen  beyond  the  anal  fin. 

The  caudal  fin  is  lunated — four  inches  high — ^five  inches 
deep  at  its  extremity,  when  expanded.  At  the  base  of  this 
fin  is  a  lateral  prominent  carina,  upon  which  the  lateral  line 
terminates ;  and  on  each  side  of  this,  are  two  smaller  carinas 
running  the  entire  length  of  the  fleshy  portion  of  the  tail. 

The  fin  rays  are  as  follows  :— D.  18—17  ;  P.  20  ;  V.  4 ; 
A.  18  ;  C.  26. 

While  preparing  my  Report,  no  species  gave  me  more 
trouble  to  classify  than  that,  which  I  there  stated,  "  after  con- 
siderable hesitation  I  have  concluded  to  be  the  '  Trachino- 
TUB  ARGENTEUs.  Cuv.'  "  Dr.  Dckay  writes  me  that  Mr.  Coz- 
zens  also  considered  it  a  Trachinotus,  in  a  paper  he  read 
jseveral  years  since  to  a  Natural  History  Society,  and  gave  it 
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the  specific  name  of  Cumberlandi.  It  a]^ars  that  Dr. 
Mitchill  published  a  "Supplement  to  his  Fishes  of  New 
York,"  in  "  The  American  Monthly  Magazine  and  Critical 
Review"  for  1818.  Of  the  existence  of  this  paper  I  never 
heard,  imtil  long  after  my  Report  had  been  published.  In 
that  supplement  he  described  this  fish,  and  very  well  too,  un- 
der the  name  of  "  Caryphasna  perciformis  —  Rudder  fish,  or 
Perch  Coryphene."  This  species,  however,  is  not  a  Con/" 
phoBfia  ;  and  Dr.  Dekay  while  he  retains  the  specific  name 
of  Dr.  Mitchill,  has  formed  a  new  genus  to  receive  it,  which 
he  calls  PalinuruMj  from  the  circumstance  of  the  fish  being 
sometimes  called  the  Pilot  fish. 

In  my  account  of  the  Peprilus  triacanthus,  I  omitted 
to  mention  that  it  is  generally  known  among  our  fishermen  as 
the  Sheq[)^s  head — which  is  the  cause  of  no  little  confusion, 
it  being  confounded  with  the  Sargus  ovis,  so  extensively 
known  south  of  Cape  Cod,  by  the  same  common  name. 

Trichiukus  lepturus.     Lin.     Silvery  hair-tail. 

Triehiurus  lepturus,  Lin.    BJoch,  pt.  V.  pi.  158. 

"  «  Strack'f  platei ,  pi.  XX.  fig.  1. 

"  «  Griffith*!  Cut.  X.  347. 

<<  ««  Cut.  et  Valenc.  Hii t.  Nat.  dea  Poiia.  VI II.  237. 

'«  <•  Yarreira  Britiih  Fiahei.  I.  182  et  fig. 

TriehiuruM  argaUnu,  Sbaw*a  Gen.  Zool.  IV.  90  et  fig. 

"  *<  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  et  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.  I.  364. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  B.  Forsyth,  of  Sandwich,  for  the 
only  specimen  of  this  species  I  have  known  to  be  taken  upon 
our  coast.  It  was  cast  upon  the  beach  at  Buttermilk  Bay,  in 
the  north-eastern  corner  of  Buzzard's  Bay,  during  the  last 
summer,  and  was  found  while  yet  in  a  state  of  good  preserva- 
tion. A  portion  of  the  posterior  extremity  is  now  lost,  but  it 
still  measures  two  feet  and  ten  inches  in  length.  As  its  form 
has  lost  its  proportions  in  being  dried  —  and  its  colors  are  effa- 
ced —  as  its  dorsal  fin  is  mutilated,  and  its  tail  is  broken, 
while  I  present  you  with  the  specimen  itself,  I  would  ex- 
tract the  following  description  of  Mitchill,  as  being  sufficient- 
ly clear,  and  much  more  accurate  than,  with  such  means  as  I 
have,  I  could  hope  to  make  it. 
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<<  Silvery  hair-tail.    (Trichiunis  argenteus,)  with  the  lower 
jaw  jutting  beyond  the  upper,  and  a  snake-like  tail. 

Length  two  feet  and  four  inches  ;  depth  at  the  belly  two 
inches  and  a  half.     I  measured  one  August  1,  1814,  that  was 
three  feet  and  two  inches  long,  which  weighed  one  pound  and 
a  quarter.     Figure  flat,  and  thin  sideways.      Color  silvery, 
with  a  golden  lateral  line.     This  descends  from  the  gill  open- 
ing, and  runs  low  along  the  belly.      Dorsal  fin   reaches  from 
the  back  of  the  head  almost  to  the  tail,  which  is  fiiiless,  aod 
ends  in  an  attenuated  pohit.     No  anal  nor  ventral  fins :  but  a 
row  of  notches  or  spines  along  the  tail,  as  far  forward  as  the 
vent,  rendering  it  somewhat  carinated.      Gill-openings  wide. 
Eyes  yellow,  and  occupy  much  space  in  the  flat  vertical 
cheeks.     Sj)ace  between  the  eyes  llattish,  giving  the  head  an 
angular  configuration.     Nostrils  ample,  mouth  capacious,  and 
jaws  armed  with  teeth.      Lower  jaw  projects,  and  has  two 
teeth  jutting  beyond  the  upper,  when  the  mouth  is  shut. 
The  upper  jaw  has,  in  front,  from  three  to  six  teeth  larger 
than  the  rest.     All  the  teeth  cf  the  larger  order  are  jagged  on 
the  inner  or  hinder  sides,   with  a  single  barb  towards  the 
l)oints.      Throat  capacious,  and  tongue  smooth.     No  scales. 
Laterally  the  teeth  of  the  upj>er  jaw  project  over  the  sides  of 
the  lower.     And  when  the  jaws  are  closed,  it  is  frequently 
jx)ssible  to  look  through  the  mouth  from  side  to  sidt*." 

I  considered  the  Fistulahii  which  had  belonged  to  the 
Cabinet  of  this  Society  for  several  yeais,  and  which  was  ta- 
ken at  Holmes'  Hole,  to  be  the  scrrata,  Bloch — although  I 
had  no  volume  to  refer  to,  which  would  settle  the  matter  with 
certainty.  Dr.  Dekay  assures  ine  that  I  "  was  right  in  the 
species,  as  he  compared  the  specimen  I  described,  with  one  he 
brought  from  Brazil,  some  years  ago."  By  an  inadvertency, 
the  specimen  I  described  is  said  in  my  Report  to  be  ten  inches 
long :  it  should  read  twentyseven  inches. 

My  friend,  C.  H.   Olmsted,  Esq.  of  Hartford,  informs  me 

that  the  Leuciscus  cornutus,  (described  by  Mitchill  in   the 

*•  American  Monthly  Magazine,"  and  s|>ccimens  of  which, 

from  New  York  and  Connecticut,  we  have  in  our  Cabinet,)  is 

common  in  the  small  streams  of  Beiksivvte  Covit\V3 . 
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Having  carefully  compared  our  common  Shad  with  Yar- 
rclPs  description  of  the  Alosa  communis,  the  points  of  resem- 
blance were  so  numerous  that  I  felt  compelled  to  consider  it 
as  identical  with  the  foreign  fish.  Dr  Dekay  informs  me  that 
it  has  been  somewhere  described  as  a  new  species,  under  the 
name  of  sapidissima. 

I  have  but  little  doubt  that  a  species  of  Solea,  Cuv.,  is 
found  in  our  waters,  from  the  description  given  me,  by  Mr 
Newcomb,  of  Quincy  Market,  of  a  fish  seen  by  him  during 
the  last  season. 

But  a  single  specimen  of  the  Achirits  mollis  had  been 
met  with,  when  I  concluded  my  Report,  which  was  taken  at 
Holmes'  Hole.  In  April,  1840,  I  received  a  beautiful  speci- 
men, six  inches  in  length,  with  the  transverse  bands  upon  the 
sides  very  distinct,  which  was  caught  at  Nahant. 

A  second  specimen  of  the  Echeneis,  which  I  considered 
the  naucratcs  I  have  seen  within  a  few  weeks.  It  was  taken 
at  Hyannis,  south  side  of  Barnstable,  Cape  Cod.  Dr  Mitch- 
ill's  ''  Supplement'"  has  enabled  me  to  identify  this  fish,  as  the 
species  described  by  him  under  the  name  of  E.  alba-cauda. 
His  description  is  rather  a  general  one,  but  it  is  sufficient  to 
determine  the  species. 

Tetraodon  mathematicus.     Mitchill.     Mathematical  Tetra- 

odon. 

Mathematical  Tetrodon,    (Tetrodon  raatliematirui.)     Mitcliill.    Trans.  Lit. 
et  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.  Vol.  I.  474  et  fig. 

A  fine  specimen  of  this  beautiful  species  was  taken  at  Nan- 
tucket duriiig  the  last  summer,  and  now  belongs  to  Mr  Stack- 
house  of  this  city.  Its  entire  length  is  twentythree  inches  : 
its  greatest  depth  is  four  and  a  half  inches  :  its  greatest  width 
across  from  the  pectoral  fin,  is  four  inches.  The  head  and 
entire  back,  are  of  a  deep  olive-green  color ;  the  sides  are 
silvery  ;  the  inferior  portion  of  the  fish  is  of  a  pure  white. 

The  whole  surface  of  the  body  is  perfectly  smooth,  with 
the  exception  of  the  space  beneath,  bounded  anteriorly  by  the 
throat,  laterally  by  the  pectoral  fins,  and  posteriorly  by  the 
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anus,  —  which  is  studded  with  innumerable  stellated  spines. 
Length  of  the  head  four  inches :  the  distance  between  the 
eyes,  is  nearly  three  inches.  The  eyes  are  oblong,  one  inch 
long  in  their  greatest  diameter.  The  nostrils  are  situated  near- 
ly an  inch  in  front  of,  and  rather  above,  the  anterior  angle  of 
the  eyes.  The  vertical  gape  of  the  mouth  is  an  inch  in  extent : 
the  lips  are  fleshy  and  lax.  The  jaws  are  very  strong. 
About  half  of  an  inch  back  of  the  angle  of  the  jaws,  a  line 
commences,  which  appears  like  a  scratch  upon  the  skin; 
this  passes  backward  to  the  posterior  extremity  of  the  eye, 
being  less  than  half  of  an  inch  beneath  the  eye,  then  ascends 
obliquely  to  a  point  upon  the  back  two  inches  above  the  mid- 
dle of  the  pectoral  fin,  then  cur\'es  downwards  to  the  middle 
of  the  side  of  the  fish  to  a  ix)int  about  an  inch  back  of  the 
dorsal  fin,  whence  it  pursues  a  straight  course  to  the  caudal 
rays.  This  line  from  its  origin  also  passes  upward  and  back- 
wards, just  exterior  to  the  nostrils,  and  curving  high  up  over 
the  eyes  jusses  back  of  them  and  downward  to  meet  the 
former  line  about  half  of  an  inch  back  of  the  eyes,  thus  form- 
ing a  ring  around  ihem.  Wrectly  above  the  base  of  the  pec- 
toral fins,  a  transverse  line  crosses  from  the  lateral  line  on  one 
side  to  that  on  the  other.  From  this  transverse  line,  an  un- 
dulating line  passes  to  the  ring  around  the  eyes. 

The  dorsal  fin  is  situated  upon  the  posterior  half  of  the 
body  :  its  length  is  equal  to  one  third  of  its  height. 

The  pectoral  fins  arise  about  an  inch  and  a  half  back  of 
the  eyes ;  they  are  somewhat  quadrangular  in  their  appear- 
ance :  their  length  is  more  than  an  inch. 

The  anal  fin  is  opposite  to  the  dorsal ;  it  is  of  the  same  form 
as  that  fin,  and  about  the  same  size. 

The  caudal  fin  is  considerably  forked  ;  it  is  an  inch  long, 
and  four  inches  high. 

The  fin  rays  are  as  follows  :  —  D.  13 ;  P.  16 ;  A.  12 ;  C.  11. 

My  description  of  the  Acipenser  oxyrinchus  was  drawn  up 
from  a  specimen  two  feet  and  three  inches  in  length.  During 
the  last  season  I  received  another  s|)ecimen  found  on  the  beach 
at  Deer  Island,  nearly  six  feet  in  length. 
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I  remarked  in  my  Report,  that  Dr.  Yale  informed  me  that  a 
species  of  Ztoxna  was  found  at  Holmes'  Hole. 

Within  a  few  weeks,  Winslow  Lewis,  Esq.,  brought  a  fish 
of  this  genus  from  Chatham,  Cape  Cod,  at  which  place  it  was 
taken  with  a  second  specimen,  in  a  net.  It  was  considered 
by  the  fishermen  there,  as  a  great  curiosity.  1  have  been 
kindly  presented  with  the  specimen,  which  now  lies  before 
you,  and  would  offer  the  following  description. 

Zygjena  malleus.     Yalenc.     The  hammer-headed  Shark. 

Zygmna  maUeus.    Valenciennes;  Memoiree  da  Mai .  d*HiBt.   Nat.  t.  IV.  p. 
122.  et  fig. 

The  entire  length  of  the  specimen  is  two  feet  and  four 
inches.  All  the  upper  part  of  the  body  is  of  a  dark  greyish 
brown  color  :  beneath,  it  is  lighter.  The  length  of  the  head 
is  three  inches,  it  is  rounded  anteriorly,  very  much  compress- 
ed at  its  sides,  convex  at  the  occiput.  The  greatest  width 
across  the  head,  is  nine  inches ;  the  external  margins  of  the 
sides  of  the  head  are  rounded,  having  the  eyes  situated  at 
their  anterior  extremity :  in  front  of  the  eyes,  the  anterior 
angle  is  quite  prominent,  beneath  this  angle,  in  a  slight  emar- 
gination,  are  situated  the  nostrils :  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
sides  of  the  head,  is  bordered  by  a  membrane.  The  eyes 
are  prominent  and  six  lines  in  diameter.  The  mouth  is  sit- 
uated  beneath,  two  inches  back  of  the  snout,  and  measures 
across  from  the  angles,  a  little  more  than  two  inches.  The 
teeth  are  numerous  in  both  jaws,  sharp  and  triangular,  having 
a  prolonged  base.  There  are  five  branchial  apertures  upon 
each  side  —  the  anterior  is  the  largest. 

The  first  dorsal  fin,  which  is  triangular,  is  situated  a  little 
less  than  three  inches  back  of  the  head,  behind  the  pectoral 
fins. 

The  second  dorsal  fin  is  quite  small,  rounded  at  its  upper  pos- 
terior extremity,  and  elongated  at  its  lower  posterior  extremi- 
ity  into  almost  a  filament :  this  fin  aiises  about  three  inches 
in  front  of  the  caudal  fin. 

The  pectoral  fins,  which  are  triangular,  arise  at  the  base  of 
the  fourth  branchial  orifice. 
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The  ventral  fins  commence  just  back  of  the  middle  of  the 
body — and  are  about  two  inches  in  length. 

The  anal  fin  commences  anterior  to  the  second  dorsal, 
and  is  not  continued  as  far  back  as  the  posterior  extremity  of 
that  fin. 

The  length  of  the  upper  lobe  of  the  caudal  fin  is  equal,  as 
was  observed  by  Valenciennes,  to  the  width  of  the  heai 
The  lower  lobe  is  equal  in  length  to  one-third  of  the  up{)er  lobe. 

This  description  is  necessarily  imperfect,  being  drawn  up 
from  a  dead  specimen ;  but  as  I  have  never  before  seen 
a  specimen  which  had  been  taken  in  our  waters,  I  was  un- 
willing to  let  it  pass  unnoticed. 

The  confusion  which  existed  in  the  genus  Zygecna  —  the 
mistakes  which  were  constantly  made  by  Ichthyologists  when 
speaking  of  the  different  sjxjcies,  led  Valenciennes  to  prepare 
a  monograph  of  the  genus,  which  was  published,  illustrated 
with  admirable  plates,  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  "  Memoires 
du  Museum  d'Histoirc  Naturclle." 

The  plates  of  Shaw  and  Strack,  and  others  who  copied 
from  them,  were  calculated  to  mislead ;  but  the  figures  of 
Valenciennes,  accompanied  with  clear  descriptions,  settle  the 
species  with  precision. 

Dr.  Yale  informed  me  that  a  formidable  species  of  Sting- 
Ray  was  found  at  Holmes'  Hole,  which  he  had  frecjuentiy 
seen.  As  I  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  this 
species,  I  was  not  ready  to  consider  it  the  pastinacaj  the  com- 
mon Sting-Ray,  found  on  the  shores  of  Great  Britain,  — and 
made  therefore  a  simple  reference  only,  in  my  Report,  to  a 
species  of  Trygon  being  found  along  our  coast.  In  October 
1840,  Dr.  Yale  sent  me  the  head  and  tail  of  a  species  "  whose 
whole  length"  he  stated  "  including  the  tail,  was  ten  and  a 
half  feet :  its  breadth  was  four  and  a  half  feet  at  its  widest 
part."  The  jaws  were  furnished  with  numerous  rows  of 
rhomboidal  teeth.  The  tail  was  six  feet  and  three  inches 
long ;  more  than  four  inches  wide  at  its  origin,  and  tapering  to 
a  point  at  its  extremity.  A  single  row  of  spines  was  situated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  tail  —  and  six  or  eight  inches 
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farther  back,  upon  the  sides  and  benealh,  numerous  smaller 
spines  were  scattered  throughout  its  whole  extent :  the  under 
edge  of  the  tail  was  bordered  by  a  fleshy  membrane  which 
commenced  anterior  to  two  very  strong  spines  situated  upon 
the  dorsum  of  the  tail  —  the  anterior  one  is  five  inches  long, 
one  half  inch  wide  at  its  base,  and  pointed  at  its  extremity  : 
the  posterior  spine  is  less  than  half  the  length  of  the  former : 
both  of  the  spines  armed  upon  the  edges  with  numerous  re- 
troverted  teeth. 

I  have  also  received  from  Dr.  Yale  another  tail  of  a  Try- 
gon  which  I  suppose  to  be  of  this  same  species.  It  is  forty 
inches  in  length,  and  differs  in  no  important  particular  from 
the  preceding  one,  save  in  the  proportions  of  the  serrated 
spines,  which  are  of  equal  length  —  both  being  four  inches 
long.  I  suppose  these  detached  portions  to  belong  to  that 
species  called  Raia  centroura,  Prickly-tailed  Sting-Ray,  by 
Mitchill  in  his  "  History  of  the  Fishes  of  New  York." 

To  Dr.  Yale  I  am  also  indebted  for  the  tail,  and  portions  of 
the  jaw,  of  a  species  of  the  genus  Mtliobatis,  Dumcril.  In 
this  genus,  "  the  jaws  are  furnished  with  broad,  flat  teeth, 
placed  like  flags  in  a  pavement,  and  differing  in  size  according 
to  the  s])ecies:  the  tail  is  extremely  long  and  slender,  termi- 
nating in  a  point,  and  is  crowned,  like  that  of  a  Trygon,  with 
a  strong  spine  notched  on  both  sides,  supporting  near  its  base, 
and  before  the  spine,  a  small  dorsal." 

I  know  of  but  one  American  species  having  been  describ- 
ed—  Rata  quadrilobaj  Lesueur.  That  was  taken  at  Egg 
Harbor,  New  Jersey,  and  was  evidently  not  the  species  we 
are  now  considering.  The  jaws  of  our  species,  are  furnished 
with  rows  of  smooth,  flat,  elongated  plates,  with  rhomboidal 
plates  exterior  to  these.  The  tail,  which  is  thirty  inches  long 
from  the  anus,  is  of  a  dirty  brown  color,  and  perfectly 
smooth :  in  its  present  dried  state,  it  is  an  inch  and  a  half 
wide  at  its  origin,  and  tapers  to  a  point.  Two  inches  back 
of  the  anus  is  situated  the  dorsal  fin,  which  is  subtriangulaTi 
and  a  little  more  than  an  inch  long.  At  the  posterior  extremity 
of  the  dorsal  fin  is  a  strong  naked  spine,  three  inches  in 
length,  closely  serrated  upon  its  sides,  from  its  base  nearly  to 
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its  point :  and  beneath  this,  is  a  second  similar  spine,  four 
inches  long.  In  Lesueur's  species,  the  lateral  plates  in  the 
jaws,  being  of  a  similar  form  with  the  central  ones,  appear  in 
his  figure,  as  mere  prolongations  of  these  plates.  And  the 
tail  in  that  species  was  armed  with  a  single  spine. 

With  the  fragment  of  a  jaw  and  the  tail  merely,  it  is  diflB- 
cult  to  characterize  a  species,  the  other  organs  of  which, 
may  present  striking  peculiarities.  Unless,  howerer,  future 
research  should  show  the  species  to  which  these  belong,  to 
possess  some  remarkably  distinct  character,  I  would  propose 
the  specific  name  of  bispinostis. 

In  January,  1840,  Dr.  Prescott,  of  Lynn,  sent  me  a  portion 
of  a  Shark's  jaw,  taken  from  a  species  captured  near  that  place 
in  that  month.  The  fish  was  supposed  to  weigh  about 
1000  pounds :  the  jaws  are  of  equal  length,  and  the  gape  of 
the  mouth  was  wide.  The  fragment  of  the  lower  jaw,  to 
which  the  hook  was  attached,  was  the  only  portion  removed 
by  the  fishermen.  The  teeth  of  this  species  have  no  points  of 
resemblance  with  those  of  the  Carcharias  obscurus,  nor  Lam- 
na  punctata — the  edges  of  the  former  are  serrated  through- 
out— and  the  latter  are  very  small  and  triangular.  With  the 
minute  conical  teeth  of  the  Squalus  elephas  no  one  could  con- 
found them  ;  and  their  difference  from  those  of  the  Carchor 
rias  vulpes  is  at  once  recognized  by  the  ichthyologist.  The 
portion  of  the  jaw  before  me  is  six  inches  in  length,  and  two 
inches  wide  at  its  tip.  From  the  tip  of  the  jaw,  to  the  pos- 
terior angle  on  each  side,  are  situated  seven  teeth  :  the  two 
on  each  side  of  the  chin  are  longer,  narrower,  and  straiter 
than  those  exterior  to  them.  Dr.  Prescott  observed  in 
his  letter  to  me,  that  when  taken,  <^  it  exhibited  three,  and  in 
some  places  four  rows  of  long  narrow  teeth."  Now  that  the 
soft  parts  are  removed,  the  two  teeth  next  the  chin,  are  seen 
continued  back  into  the  mouth  seven  rows  deep  :  in  the  first 
row,  the  two  exterior  teeth  are  shorter  than  the  third  within 
them ;  this  third  tooth,  with  the  two  still  within  it,  are  about 
the  same  size  :  the  outer  tooth  of  the  second  row,  is  of  the 
same  height  as  the  third  of  the  first  row,  and  in  this  row  they 
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pass  backwards,  decreasing  as  in  the  first  row.  The  teeth  of 
the  other  five  rows  difier  very  much  from  those  spoken  of,  in 
their  form — ^they  are  shorter,  wider  and  less  stout — curving 
towards  the  angle  of  the  jaw ;  those  of  the  sixth  and  seventh 
rows  being  shorter  than  those  of  the  previous  three  rows. 
Mitchill  in  his  "  Fishes  of  New  York,"  refers  to  a  shark 
which  he  calls  Squalus  Americanus,  Shaw.  Subsequently  to 
this,  he  considered  it  an  undescribed  species  in  his  "  Supple- 
ment," and  from  the  great  size  of  its  teeth,  proposed  for  it  the 
name  of  Squalus  macrodon,  or  long-toothed  shark.  Our  fish 
is  probably  identical  with  that  species  ;  should  it  prove  not  to 
be  the  same,  upon  the  examination  of  a  perfect  specimen,  it 
must  constitute  a  new  species. 

The  members  of  the  Society  will  renaember  that  in  a  "  Sup- 
plement" to  my  Report,  I  added  descriptions  of  the  Lophius 
piscATORros  and  Squalus  elephas,  made  from  recent  si)eci- 
mens :  and  that  while  the  reprint  of  my  Report  was  passing 
through  the  press,  I  was  enabled  to  add  a  description  of  the 
Squalus  obscurus,  also  prepared  from  a  recent  specimen,  in 
the  second  volume  of  our  Journal. 

In  my  account  of  the  Orthaooriscus  mola,  when  speaking 
of  the  great  elasticity  of  its  flesh,  I  observed,  "  its  flesh  is 
sometimes  used  for  balls."  As  this  expression  may  appear 
rather  indefinite,  I  would  remark  that  Dr.  Yale,  when  wri- 
ting respecting  this  species,  says  "  what  is  most  peculiar  in 
this  fish  is,  an  entire  cartilaginous  case,  of  an  inch  and  a  half 
to  two  inches  thick,  covering  the  whole  body — perfectly 
white  and  milky  in  appearance,  and  very  elastic.  A  small 
ball  of  it,  cut  out  and  thrown,  with  moderate  force,  upon  the 
ground,  will  rebound  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet."  And,  in  a 
newspaper  published  in  this  city,  several  years  since,  in  which 
reference  was  made  to  a  specimen  of  this  species  having 
been  taken  at  one  of  the  wharves,  I  found  the  following  ob- 
servation. "  Several  of  the  fish  of  this  species  have  been 
caught  at  Halifax,  N.  S.  where  the  boys  make  balls  of  the 
flesh,  it  being  remarkably  elastic." 

By  the  assistance  of  my  friends,  I  have  been  enabled  to  of- 
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for  the  foregoing  observations.  I  shall  continue,  as  opportuni- 
ties  may  occur,  to  present  you  with  additional  information  re- 
sixjcling  our  Ichthyology. 


Art.  XV.— an  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  DISTINCTIVE  CHARAC- 
TKRISTICS  OP  THE  ABORIGINAL  RACE  OF  AMERICA. 
By  Samuel  George  Mortun,  M.  D.  (Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
April  27,  1842.) 

To  the  Members  of  the  Boston  Society  of  NdJtund  History, 

Gentlemen — On  receiving  the  highly  flattering  invitation 
to  deliver  your  Annual  Address,  it  occurred  to  me  that  nothing 
would  be  so  appropriate  as  a  review  of  the  present  state  of 
Natural  Science  in  this  country  :  but  having  ahnost  simulta- 
neously received  the  Address  of  Mr.  Teschemacher  for  the  past 
year,  I  found  it  so  full  and  siitisfactory  on  this  question  as  to 
leave  little  or  nothing  for  further  discussion.  I  have  there- 
fore been  induced  to  seek  another  field  of  inquiry,  and  in  so 
doing,  have  very  naturally  turned  to  a  subject  which  has  long 
occupied  my  leisure  hours,  and  which,  though  frequently  ex- 
amined, may  yet,  I  trust,  be  recurred  to  with  pleasure  and  in- 
struction. I  propose  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  peculiar  traits  of  the  Aboriginal  race  of  America,  as 
embraced  in  five  j)rincipal  considerations,  viz  :  —  their  organ- 
ic, moral  and  intellectual  characters,  their  mode  of  interment 
and  their  maritime  enterprise  ;  and  from  these  I  shall  venture  to 
draw  a  few  definite  conclusions.  1  am  aware  that  it  may  ap- 
jx^ar  presumptuous  to  attempt  so  wide  a  range  within  the  brief 
limits  of  the  present  occasion,  especially  as  some  points  can 
be  touched  only  in  the  most  geneml  manner ;  but  my  object 
has  been  to  dwell  rather  uj)on  some  of  these  which  have  hith- 
erto received  less  attention  than  they  obviously  deserve,  and 
which  are  intimately  involved  in  the  present  inquiry.  With 
this  explanation  1  submit  to  your  indulgent  consideration  the 
contents  of  the  following  memoir. 

S.  G.  MORTON. 
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Anthropologt,  the  Natural  History  of  Man,  is  essentially 
a  modem  Science.  At  a  time  when  the  study  of  Nature  in 
her  other  departments,  had  been  prosecuted  with  equal  zeal 
and  success,  this  alone,  the  most  important  of  them  all,  re- 
mained comparatively  neglected  and  unknown ;  and  of  the 
various  authors  who  have  attempted  its  exposition  during  the 
past  and  present  centuries,  too  many  have  been  content  with 
closet  theories,  in  which  facts  are  perverted  to  sustain  some 
baseless  conjecture.  Hence  it  has  been  aptly  remarked  that 
Asia  is  the  country  of  fables,  Africa  of  monsters,  and  America 
of  systems,  to  those  who  prefer  hypothesis  to  truth. 

The  intellectual  genius  of  antiquity  justly  excites  our  ad- 
miration and  homage ;  but  in  vain  we  search  its  records  for 
the  physical  traits  of  some  of  the  most  celebrated  nations  of 
past  time.  It  is  even  yet  gravely  disputed  whether  the  an- 
cient Egyptians  belonged  to  the  Caucasian  race  or  to  the  Ne- 
gro ;  and  was  it  not  for  the  light  which  now  dawns  upon  us 
jjrom  their  monuments  and  their  tombs,  this  question  might 
remain  forever  undecided.  The  present  age,  however,  is 
marked  by  a  noble  zeal  for  these  inquiries,  which  are  daily 
making  man  more  conversant  with  the  organic  structure,  the 
mental  character  and  the  national  affinities  of  the  various  and 
widely  scattered  tribes  of  the  human  family. 

Among  these  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  America  claim 
our  especial  attention.  This  vast  theatre  has  been  thronged, 
from  immemorial  time,  by  numberless  tribes  which  lived  only 
to  destroy  and  be  in  turn  destroyed,  without  leaving  a  trace  of 
their  sojourn  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Contrasted  with  these 
were  a  few  civilized  communities,  whose  monuments  awaken 
our  surprise  without  unfolding  their  history;  and  he  who 
would  unravel  their  mysteries  may  be  compared,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poets,  to  a  man  standing  by  the  stream  of  time, 
and  striving  to  rescue  from  its  waters  the  wrecked  and  shat- 
tered fragments  which  float  onward  to  oblivion. 

It  is  not  my  present  intention  even  to  enumerate  the  many 

theories  which  have  been  advanced  in  reference  to  the  origin 

of  the  American  nations ;  although  I  may,  in  the  sequel,  in- 

juire  whether  their  genealogy  can  be  traced  to  the  Polyne- 
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sians  or  Mongolians,  Hindoos,  Jews  or  Egypliaus.  Nor  shall 
I  attempt  to  analyse  the  views  of  certain  philosophers  who 
imagine  that  they  have  found  not  only  a  variety  of  races,  but 
several  species  of  men  among  the  aborigines  of  this  conti- 
nent. It  is  chiefly  my  intention  to  produce  a  few  of  the 
more  strikingly  characteristic  traits  of  these  people  to  sustain 
the  position  that  all  the  American  nations,  excepting  the  Es- 
kimaux,  are  of  one  race,  and  that  this  race  is  peculiar,  and 
distinct  from  all  others. 

1.  Physical  Characteristics,  It  is  an  adage  aniong  travel- 
lers that  he  who  has  seen  one  tribe  of  Indians,  has  seen  all, 
so  much  do  the  individuals  of  this  race  resemble  each  other, 
notwithstanding  their  immense  geographical  distribution,  and 
those  differences  of  climate  which  embrace  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold.  The  half-clad  Fuegian,  shrinking  from  his 
dreary  winter,  has  the  same  characteristic  lineaments,  though 
in  an  exaggerated  degree,  as  the  Indians  of  the  tropical  plains ; 
and  these  again  resemble  the  tribes  which  inhabit  the  region 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  those  of  the  great  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  those  again  which  skirt  the  Eskimauxon  the 
North.  All  possess  alike  the  long,  lank,  black  hair,  the  brown 
or  cinnamon  colored  skin,  the  heavy  brow,  the  dull  and 
sleepy  eye,  the  full  and  compressed  lips,  and  the  salient  but 
dilated  nose.  These  traits,  moreover,  are  equally  common  to 
the  savage  and  civilized  nations ;  whether  they  inhabit  the 
margins  of  rivers  and  feed  on  fish,  or  rove  the  forest  and  sub- 
sist on  the  spoils  of  the  chase. 

It  cannot  be  questioned  that  physical  diversities  do  occur, 
ec^ually  singular  and  inexplicable,  as  seen  in  different  sliades 
of  color,  varying  from  a  fair  tint  to  a  complexion  almost 
black ;  and  this  too  under  circumstances  in  which  climate 
can  have  little  or  no  influence.  So  also  in  reference  to  stat- 
ure, the  differences  are  remarkable  in  entire  tribes  which, 
moreover,  are  geographically  proximate  to  each  other.  These 
facts,  however,  are  mere  exceptions  to  a  general  rule,  and  do 
not  alter  the  peculiar  physiognomy  of  the  Indian,  which  is  as 
undeviatingly  characteristic  as  that  of  the  Negro  ;  for  wheth- 
er we  see  him  in  the  athletic  Charib  or  the  stunted  Chayma, 
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in  the  dark  Califomian  or  the  fair  Borroa,  he  is  an  Indian  still, 
and  cannot  be  mistaken  for  a  being  of  any  other  race. 

The  same  conformity  of  organization  is  not  less  obvious  in 
the  osteological  structure  of  these  people,  as  seen  in  the 
squared  or  rounded  head,  the  flattened  or  vertical  occiput,  the 
high  cheek  bones,  the  ponderous  maxillae,  the  large  quadran- 
gular orbits,  and  the  low,  receding  forehead.  I  have  had  op- 
portunity to  compare  nearly  four  hundred  crania,  derived  from 
tribes  inhabiting  almost  every  region  of  both  Americas,  and 
have  been  astonished  to  find  how  the  preceding  characters,  in 
greater  or  less  degree,  pervade  them  all. 

This  remark  is  equally  applicable  to  the  ancient  and  mod- 
ern nations  of  our  continent ;  for  the  oldest  skulls  from  the 
Peruvian  cemeteries,  the  tombs  of  Mexico  and  the  mounds  of 
our  own  country,  are  of  the  same  type  as  the  heads  of  the 
most  savage  existing  tribes.  Their  physical  organization 
proves  the  origin  of  one  to  have  been  equally  the  origin  of 
all.  The  various  civilized  nations  are  to  this  day  represented 
by  their  lineal  descendants  who  inhabit  their  ancestral  seats, 
and  differ  in  no  exterior  respect  from  the  wild  and  unculti- 
vated Indians  ;  at  the  same  time,  in  evidence  of  their  lineage, 
Glavigero  and  other  historians  inform  us,  that  the  Mexicans  and 
Peruvians  yet  possess  a  latent  mental  superiority  which  has 
not  been  subdued  by  three  centuries  of  despotism.  And 
again,  with  respect  to  the  royal  personages  and  other  privi- 
leged classes,  there  is  indubitable  evidence  that  they  were  of 
the  same  native  stock,  and  presented  no  distinctive  attributes 
excepting  those  of  a  social  or  political  character. 

The  observations  of  Molina  and  Humboldt  are  sometimes 
quoted  in  disproof  of  this  pervading  uniformity  of  physical 
characters.  Molina  says  that  the  difference  between  an  in- 
habitant of  Chili  and  a  Peruvian  is  not  less  than  between  an 
Italian  and  a  German ;  to  which  Humboldt  adds,  that  the 
American  race  contains  nations  whose  features  differ  as  essen- 
tially from  one  another  as  those  of  the  Circassians,  Moors  and 
Persians.  But  all  these  people  are  of  one  and  the  same  raee^ 
and  readily  recognized  as  such,  notwithstanding  their  differ- 
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ences  of  feature  and  complexion  ;  and  the  American  nations 
present  a  precisely  parallel  case. 

I  was  at  one  time  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  ancient 
Peruvians,  who  inhabited  the  islands  and  confines  of  the 
Lake  Titicaca,  presented  a  congenital  form  of  the  head  en- 
tirely different  from  that  which  characterizes  the  great  Amer- 
ican race  ;  nor  could  I  at  first  bring  myself  to  believe  that 
their  wonderfully  narrow  and  elongated  crania,  resulted  solely 
from  artificial  compression  applied  to  the  rounded  head  of  the 
Indian.  That  such,  however,  is  the  fact  has  been  indisputa- 
bly proved  by  the  recent  investigations  of  M.  D'Qrbigny. 
This  distinguished  naturalist  passed  many  mouths  on  the 
table-land  of  the  Andes  which  embraces  the  region  of  these 
extraordinary  people,  and  examined  the  desiccated  remains  of 
hundreds  of  individuals  in  the  tombs  where  they  have  lain 
for  centuries.  M.  D'Orbigny  remarked  that  while  many  ci 
the  heads  were  deformed  in  the  manner  to  which  we  have 
adverted,  others  differed  in  nothing  from  the  usual  conforma- 
tion. It  was  also  observed  that  the  flattened  skulls  were  uni- 
formly those  of  men,  while  those  of  the  women  remained 
unaltered;  and  again,  that  the  most  elongated  heads  were 
preserved  in  the  largest  and  finest  tombs,  shewing  that  this 
cranial  deformity  was  a  mark  of  distinction.  But  to  do  away 
with  any  remaining  doubt  on  this  subject,  M.  D'Orbigny  as- 
certained that  the  descendants  of  these  ancient  Peruvians  yet 
inhabit  the  land  of  their  ancestors,  and  bear  the  name  of 
Atmaras,  which  may  have  been  their  primitive  designation; 
and  lastly,  the  modern  Aymaras  resemble  the  common  Q,ui- 
chua  or  Peruvian  Indians  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  phys- 
ical conformation,  not  even  excepting  the  head,  which,  how- 
ever they  have  ceased  to  mould  artificially. 

Submitted  to  the  same  anatomical  test,  the  reputed  giant 
and  dwarf  races  of  America  prove  to  be  the  mere  inventions 
of  ignorance  or  imposition.  A  careful  inspection  of  the  re- 
mains of  both,  has  fully  satisfied  me  that  the  asserted  gigantic 
form  of  some  nations  has  been  a  hasty  inference  on  Ae  part 
of  unpractised  observers :  while  the  so-called  pygmies  of  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  were  mere  children,  who,  for  reasons 
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not  wholly  understood,  were  buried  apart  from  the  adult  peo- 
pie  of  their  tribe. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  American  Indian,  from  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  continent  to  the  northern  limit  of  his  range,  is 
the  same  exterior  man.  With  somewhat  variable  stature  and 
comfJexion,  his  distinctive  features,  though  variously  modified, 
are  never  effaced ;  and  he  stands  isolated  from  the  rest  of 
mankind,  identified  at  a  glance  in  every  locality,  and  under 
every  variety  of  circumstance ;  and  even  his  desiccated  re- 
mains  which  have  withstood  the  destroying  hand  of  time, 
preserve  the  primeval  tjrpe  of  his  race,  excepting  only  when 
art  has  interposed  to  pervert  it. 

2.  Moral  Traits.  These  are  perhaps,  as  strongly  marked 
as  the  physical  characteristics  of  which  we  have  just  spoken ; 
but  they  have  been  so  often  the  subject  of  analysis  as  to  claim 
only  a  passing  notice  on  the  present  occasion.  Among  the 
most  prominent  of  this  series  of  mental  operations  is  a  sleep- 
less caution,  an  untiring  vigilance  which  presides  over  every 
action  and  masks  every  motive.  The  Indian  says  nothing  and 
does  nothing  without  its  influence :  it  enables  him  to  deceive 
others  without  being  himself  suspected ;  it  causes  that  pro- 
verbial taciturnity  among  strangers  which  changes  to  garruli- 
ty among  the  people  of  his  own  tribe ;  and  it  is  the  basis  of 
that  invincible  firmness  which  teaches  him  to  contend  unre- 
pining]  y  with  every  adverse  circumstancci  and  even  with 
death  in  its  most  hideous  forms. 

The  love  of  war  is  so  general,  so  characteristic,  that  it 
scarcely  calls  for  a  comment  or  an  illustration.  One  nation 
is  in  almost  perpetual  hostility  with  another,  tribe  against 
tribe,  man  against  man  ;  and  with  this  ruling  passion  are  link- 
ed a  merciless  revenge  and  an  unsparing  destructiveness.  The 
Chickasaws  have  been  known  to  make  a  stealthy  march  of 
six  hundred  miles  from  their  own  hunting  grounds,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  destroying  an  encampment  of  their  enemies. 
The  small  island  of  Nantuckpt,  which  contains  but  a  few 
square  miles  of  barren  sand,  was  inhabited  at  the  advent  of 
the  European  colonies  by  two  Indian  tribes,  who  sometimes 
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engaged  in  hot  and  deadly  feud  with  each  other.  But  what 
is  yet  more  remarkable,  the  miserable  natives  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  whose  common  privations  have  linked  them  for  a  time 
in  peace  and  fellowship,  become  suddenly  excited  by  the 
same  inherent  ferocity  and  exert  their  puny  efforts  for  mutual 
destruction.  Of  the  destructive  propensity  of  the  Indian, 
which  has  long  become  a  proverb,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
speak  ;  but  we  may  advert  to  a  forcible  example  from  the  nar- 
rative of  a  traveller  who  accompanied  a  trading  party  of 
northern  Indians  on  a  long  journey  ;  during  which  he  declares 
that  they  killed  every  living  creature  that  came  within  their 
reach ;  nor  could  they  even  pass  a  bird's  nest  without  slaying 
the  young  or  destroying  the  eggs. 

That  philosophic  traveller.  Dr.  Von  Martins,  gives  a  graphic 
view  of  the  present  states  of  natural  and  civil  rights  among 
the  American  aborigines.  Their  sub-division,  he  remarks, 
into  an  almost  countless  multitude  of  greater  and  smaller 
groups,  and  their  entire  exclusion  and  excommunication  with 
regard  to  each  other,  strike  the  eye  of  the  observer  like  the 
fragments  of  a  vast  ruin,  to  which  the  history  of  the  other 
nations  of  the  earth  furnishes  no  analogy.  <<  This  disruption 
of  all  the  bands  by  which  society  was  anciently  held  togeth- 
er, accompanied  by  a  Babylonish  confusiou  of  tongues,  the 
rude  right  of  force,  the  never  ending  tacit  warfare  of  all 
against  all,  springing  from  that  very  disrupture,  —  appear  to 
me  the  most  essential,  and,  as  far  as  history  is  concerned,  the 
most  significant  points  in  the  civil  condition  of  the  aboriginal 
population  of  America." 

It  may  be  said  that  these  features  of  the  Indian  character 
are  common  to  all  mankind  in  the  savage  state  :  this  is  gen- 
erally true ;  but  in  the  American  race  they  exist  in  a  degree 
which  will  fairly  challenge  a  comparison  with  similar  traits 
in  any  existing  people  ;  and  if  we  consider  also  their  habitual 
indolence  and  improvidence,  their  indifference  to  private  prop- 
erty, and  the  vague  simplicity  of  their  religious  observances,  — 
which,  for  the  most  part,  are  devoid  of  the  specious  aid  of 
idolatry,  —  we  must  admit  them  to  possess  a  peculiar  and 
eccentric  moral  constitution. 


Aboriginal  Race  of  Atnerica,  197 

If  we  tnm  now  to  the  demi-civilized  nations,  we  find  the 
dawn  of  refinement  coupled  with  those  barbarous  usages 
which  characterize  the  Indian  in  his  savage  state.  We  see 
the  Mexicans,  Uke  the  later  Romans,  encouraging  the  most 
bloody  and  cruel  htes,  and  these  too  in  the  name  of  religion, 
in  order  to  inculcate  hatred  of  their  enemies,  familiarity  with 
danger  and  contempt  of  death ;  and  the  moral  effect  of  this 
system  is  manifest  in  their  valorous  though  unsuccessful  re- 
sistance to  their  Spanish  conquerors. 

Among  the  Peruvians,  however,  the  case  was  different. 
The  inhabitants  had  been  subjugated  to  the  Incas  by  a  com- 
bined moral  and  physical  influence.  The  Inca  family  were 
looked  upon  as  beings  of  divine  origin.  They  assumed  to  be 
the  messengers  of  heaven,  bearing  rewards  for  the  good,  and 
punishment  for  the  disobedient,  conjoined  with  the  arts  of 
peace  and  various  social  institutions.  History  bears  ample 
testimony  that  these  specious  pretences  were  employed  first  to 
captivate  the  fancy  and  then  to  enslave  the  man.  The  famil- 
iar adage  that  <<  knowledge  is  power,"  was  as  well  understood 
by  them  as  by  us ;  learning  was  artfully  restricted  to  a  privi- 
leged class ;  and  the  genius  of  the  few  soon  controled  the  en- 
ergies of  the  many.  Thus  the  policy  of  the  Incas  inculca- 
ted m  their  subjects  an  abject  obedience  which  knew  no 
limit.  They  endeavored  to  eradicate  the  feeling  of  individ- 
uality ;  or  in  other  words  to  unite  the  minds  of  the  plebeian 
multitude  in  a  common  will  which  was  that  of  their  master. 
Thus  when  Pizarro  made  his  first  attack  on  the  defenceless 
Peravians  in  the  presence  of  their  Inca,  the  latter  was  borne 
in  a  throne  on  the  shoulders  of  four  men  ;  and  we  are  told  by 
Herrera  that  while  the  Spaniards  spared  the  Sovereign,  they 
aimed  their  deadly  blows  at  his  bearers :  these,  however, 
never  shrunk  from  their  sacred  trust ;  but  when  one  of  their 
number  fell,  another  immediately  took  his  place  ;  and  the  his- 
torian declares  that  if  the  whole  day  had  been  spent  in  kill- 
ing them,  others  would  still  have  came  forward  to  the  passive 
support  of  their  master.  In  fact  what  has  been  called  the 
paternal  government  of  the  Incas  was  strictly  such  ;  for  their 
subjects  were  children,  who  neither  thought  nor  acted  except 
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at  the  dictation  of  another.  Thus  it  was  that  a  people  whose 
moral  impulses  are  known  to  have  differed  in  little  or  nothing 
from  those  of  the  barbarous  tribes,  were  reduced,  partly  by 
persuasion,  partly  by  force,  to  a  state  of  effeminate  vassalage 
not  unlike  that  of  the  modem  Hindoos.  Like  the  latter,  too, 
they  made  good  soldiers  in  their  native  wars,  not  firom  any 
principle  of  valour,  but  from  the  sentiment  of  passive  obedience 
to  their  superiors ;  and  hence  when  they  saw  their  monarch 
bound  and  imprisoned  by  the  Spaniards,  their  conventional 
courage  at  once  forsook  them ;  and  we  behold  the  singular 
spectacle  of  an  entire  nation  prostrated  at  a  blow,  like  a 
strong  man  whose  energies  yield  to  a  seemingly  trivial  but 
rankling  wound. 

After  the  Inca  power  was  destroyed,  however,  the  dormant 
spirit  of  the  people  was  again  aroused  in  all  the  moral  vehe- 
mence of  their  race,  and  the  gentle  and  unoffending  Peruvian 
was  transformed  into  the  wily  aud  merciless  savage.  Every 
one  is  familiar  with  the  sequel.  Resistance  was  too  late  to 
be  availing,  and  the  fetters  to  which  they  had  confidingly 
submitted  were  soon  riveted  forever. 

As  we  have  already  observed,  the  Incas  depressed  the 
moral  energies  of  their  subjects  in  order  to  secure  their  own 
power.  This  they  effected  by  inculcating  the  arts  of  peace, 
prohibiting  human  sacrifices,  and  in  a  great  measure  avoiding 
capital  punishments ;  and  blood  was  seldom  spilt  excepting  on 
the  subjugation  of  warlike  and  refractory  tribes.  In  these 
instances,  however,  the  native  ferocity  of  their  race  broke 
forth  even  in  the  bosom  of  the  Incas ;  for  we  are  told  by 
Garcilaso,  the  descendant  and  apologist  of  the  Peruvian  kings, 
that  some  of  their  wars  were  absolutely  exterminating  ;  and 
among  other  examples  he  mentions  that  of  the  Inca  Ynpan- 
qui  against  the  province  of  Collao,  in  which  whole  districts 
were  so  completely  depopulated  that  they  had  subsequently  to 
be  colonized  from  other  parts  of  the  empire  :  and  in  another 
instance  the  same  unsparing  despot  destroyed  twenty  thou- 
sand Caranques,  whose  bodies  he  ordered  to  be  thrown  into  an 
adjacent  lake,  which  yet  bears  the  name  of  the  Sea  of  Blood. 
In  like  manner  when  Atahualpa  contested  the  dominion  with 
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Guascar,  he  caused  the  latter,  together  with  thirty  of  his 
brothers,  to  be  put  to  death  in  cold  blood,  that  nothing  might 
impede  his  progress  to  the  throne. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  shew  that  the  same  moral 
traits  characterize  all  the  aboriginal  nations  of  this  continent, 
from  the  humanized  Peruvian  to  the  rudest  savage  of  the 
Brazilian  forest. 

3.  Intellectual  FaeuUies.  It  has  often  been  remarked  that 
the  intellectual  faculties  are  distributed  with  surprising  equal- 
ity among  individuals  of  the  same  race  who  have  been  simi- 
larly educated,  and  subjected  to  the  same  moral  and  other 
influences :  yet  even  among  these,  as  in  the  physical  man,  we 
see  the  strong  and  the  weak,  with  numberless  intermediate 
gradations.  This  equality  is  infinitely  more  obvious  in  sav- 
age than  in  civilized  communities,  simply  because  in  the 
former  the  condition  of  life  is  more  equal ;  whence  it  hap- 
pens that  in  contrast  to  a  single  master  mind,  the  plebeian 
multitude  are  content  to  live  and  die  in  their  primitive  igno- 
rance. 

This  truth  is  obvious  at  every  step  of  the  present  investi- 
gation ;  for  of  the  numberless  hordes  which  have  inhabited 
the  American  continent,  a  fractional  portion  only  has  left  any 
trace  of  refinement.  I  venture  here  to  repeat  my  matured 
conviction  that  as  a  race  they  are  decidedly  inferior  to  the 
Mongolian  stock.  They  are  not  only  averse  to  the  restraints 
of  education,  but  seem  for  the  most  part  incapable  of  a  con- 
tinued process  of  reasoning  on  abstract  subjects.  Their  minds 
seize  with  avidity  on  simple  truths,  while  they  reject  what- 
ever requires  investigation  or  analysis.  Their  proximity  for 
more  than  two  centuries  to  European  communities,  has 
scarcely  effected  an  appreciable  change  in  their  manner  of 
life ;  and  as  to  their  social  condition,  they  are  probably  in 
most  respects  the  same  as  at  the  primitive  epoch  of  their  ex- 
istence. They  have  made  no  improvement  in  the  construc- 
tion of  their  dwellings,  except  when  directed  by  Europeans 
who  have  become  domiciliated  among  them  ;  for  the  Indian 
cabin  or  the  Indian  tent,  fiN>m  Terra  del  Fuego  to  the  river 
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St.  Lawrence,  is  perhaps  the  humblest  contrivance  ever  de- 
vised by  man  to  screen  himself  from  the  elements.  Nor  is 
their  mechanical  ingenuity  more  conspicuous  in  the  construc- 
tion of  their  boats ;  for  these,  as  we  shall  endeavor  to  show 
i:i  the  sequel,  have  rarely  been  improved  beyond  the  first  rude 
conception.  Their  imitative  faculty  is  of  a  very  humble 
grade,  nor  have  they  any  predilection  for  the  arts  or  scien- 
ces. The  long  annals  of  missionary  labor  and  private  bene- 
faction, present  few  exceptions  to  this  cheerless  picture,  which 
is  sustained  by  the  testimony  of  neaily  all  practical  observer. 
Even  in  those  instances  in  which  the  Indians  have  received 
the  benefits  of  education,  and  remained  for  years  in  civilized 
society,  they  lose  little  or  none  of  the  innate  love  of  their  na- 
'  tional  usages,  which  they  almost  invariably  resume  when  left 
to  choose  for  themselves. 

Such  is  the  intellectual  poverty  of  the  barbarous  tribes  ; 
but  contrasted  with  these,  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert,  are  the 
demi-civilizcd  nations  of  the  new  world  ;  a  people  whose  at- 
tainments in  the  arts  and  sciences  are  a  riddle  in  the  history  of 
the  human  mind.  The  Peruvians  in  the  south,  the  Mexicans 
in  the  north,  and  the  Muyscas  of  Bogota  between  the  two, 
formed  these  contemporary  centres  of  civilization,  each  inde- 
pendent of  the  other;  and  each  equally  skirted  by  wild  and 
savage  hordes.  The  mind  dwells  with  surprise  and  admira- 
tion on  their  cyclopean  structures,  which  often  rival  those  of 
Egypt  in  magnitude  ;  —  on  their  temples,  which  embrace  al- 
most every  principle  in  architecture  except  the  arch  alone ;  — 
and  on  their  statues  and  bas-reliefs  which,  notwithstanding 
some  conventional  im[x;rfections,  are  far  above  the  rudimen- 
tary state  of  the  arts.* 


*  I  cannot  omit  tlie  present  occasion  to  express  my  admiration  of  the  receat 
discoveries  of  Mr.  Stephens  among  the  ruined  cities  of  Central  America.  The 
spirit,  ability  and  success  which  characterize  those  investigations  are  an  honor 
to  that  gentleman  and  to  his  country  ;  and  ihey  will  probably  tend  more  than 
the  labors  of  any  other  person  to  unravel  llie  mysteries  of  American  ArcfaBol* 
ogy.  Similar  in  design  to  these  are  the  rosonrclies  of  my  distingoiahed  friend 
the  Chevalier  Freidrichthal,  the  results  of  whose  labors,  though  not  yet  given 
to  the  world,  81  e  replete  with  facts  uf  the  utmost  importance  to  the  present 
inguiry. 
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I  have  elsewhere  ventured  to  designate  these  deini-civilized 
nations  by  the  collective  name  of  the  Toltecan  Family  ;  for 
although  the  Mexican  annals  date  their  civilization  from  a 
period  long  antecedent  to  the  appearance  of  the  Toltecas,  yet 
the  latter  seem  to  have  cultivated  the  arts  and  sciences  to  a 
degree  unknown  to  their  predecessors.  Besides,  the  various 
nations  which  at  different  times  invaded  and  possessed  them- 
selves of  Mexico,  were  characterized  by  the  same  fundamen- 
tal language  and  the  same  physical  traits,  together  with  a 
strong  analogy  in  their  social  institutions :  and  as  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Incas  in  Peru  was  nearly  simultaneous  with  the 
dispersion  of  the  Toltecas,  in  the  year  1050  of  our  era,  there 
is  reasonable  ground  for  the  conjecture  that  the  Mexicans  and 
Peruvians  were  branches  of  the  genuine  Toltecan  stock. 
We  have  alluded  to  a  civilization  antecedent  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Incas,  and  which  had  already  passed  away  when  they 
assumed  the  government  of  the  country.  There  are  tradi- 
tional and  monumental  evidences  of  this  fact  which  can  leave 
no  doubt  on  the  mind,  although  of  its  date  we  can  form  no 
just  conception.  It  may  have  even  preceded  the  Christian 
era,  nor  do  we  know  of  any  positive  reasons  to  the  contrary. 
Chronology  may  be  called  the  crutch  of  history ;  but  with  all 
its  imperfections  it  would  be  invaluable  here,  where  no  clue 
remains  to  unravel  those  mysterious  records  which  excite  our 
research  but  constantly  elude  our  scrutiny.  We  may  be  per- 
mitted, however,  to  repeat  what  is  all-important  to  the  present 
inquiry,  that  these  Ancient  Peruvians  were  the  progenitors  of 
the  existing  Aymara  tribes  of  Peru,  while  these  last  are  iden- 
tified in  every  particular  with  the  people  of  the  great  Inca 
race.  All  the  monuments  which  these  various  nations  have 
left  behind  them,  over  a  space  of  three  thousand  miles,  go 
also  to  prove  a  common  origin,  because,  notwithstanding  some 
minor  differences,  certain  leading  features  pervade  and  charac- 
terize them  all. 

Whether  the  hive  of  the  civilized  nations  was,  as  some 
suppose,  in  the  fabled  region  of  Aztlan  in  the  north,  or  wheth- 
er, as  the  learned  Cabrera  has  endeavored  to  shew,  their  na- 
tive seats  were  in  Chiapas  and  Guatimala,  we  may  not  stop 
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to  inquire ;  but  to  them;  and  to  them  alone,  we  trace  the 
monolithic  gateways  of  Peru,  the  sculptures  of  Bogota,  the 
ruined  temples  and  pyramids  of  Mexico  and  the  mounds  and 
fortifications  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Such  was  the  Toltecan  Family ;  and  it  will  now  be  in- 
quired how  it  happens  that  so  great  a  disparity  should  have 
existed  in  the  intellectual  character  of  the  American  nations, 
if  they  are  all  derived  from  a  common  stock,  or  in  other 
words  belong  to  the  same  race  ?  How  are  we  to  reconcile 
the  civilization  of  the  one  with  the  barbarism  of  the  other? 
It  is  this  question  which  has  so  much  puzzled  the  philosophers 
of  the  past  three  centuries,  and  led  them,  in  the  face  of  facts, 
to  insist  on  a  plurality  of  races.  We  grant  the  seeming 
anomaly ;  but  however  much  it  is  opposed  to  general  rule,  it 
is  not  without  ample  analogies  among  the  people  of  the  old 
world.  No  stronger  example  need  be  adduced  than  that 
which  presents  itself  in  the  great  Arabian  family  ;  for  the 
Saracens  who  established  their  kingdom  in  Spain,  whose  his- 
tory is  replete  with  romance  and  refinement,  whose  colleges 
were  the  centres  of  genius  and  learning  for  several  centuries, 
and  whose  arts  and  sciences  have  been  blended  with  those  of 
every  subsequent  age  ;  —  these  very  Saracens  belong  not  only 
to  the  same  race  but  to  the  same  family  with  the  Bedouins  of 
the  desert ;  those  intractable  barbarians  who  scorn  all  re- 
straints which  are  not  imposed  by  their  own  chief,  and  whose 
immemorial  laws  forbid  them  to  sow  com,  to  plant  fruit  trees 
or  to  build  houses,  in  order  that  nothing  may  conflict  with 
those  roving  and  predatory  habits  which  have  continued  unal- 
tered through  a  period  of  three  thousand  years. 

Other  examples  perhaps  not  less  forcible,  might  be  adduced 
in  the  families  of  the  Mongolian  race  ;  but  without  extending 
the  comparison,  or  attempting  to  investigate  this  singular  in- 
tellectual disparity,  we  shall,  for  the  present,  at  least,  content 
ourselves  with  the  facts  as  we  find  them.  It  is  important, 
however,  to  remark,  that  these  civilized  states  do  not  stand 
isolated  from  their  barbarous  neighbors ;  on  the  contrary 
they  merge  gradually  into  each  other,  so  that  some  nations 
are   with  difficulty  classed  with  either  division,  and  rather 
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form  an  iatermediate  link  between  the  two.  Such  are  the 
Araucanians,  whose  language  and  customs,  and  even  whose 
arts,  prove  their  direct  affiliation  with  the  Peruvians,  although 
they  far  surpass  the  latter  in  sagacity  and  courage,  at  the 
same  time  that  their  social  institutions  present  many  features 
of  intractable  barbarism.  So  also  the  Aztec  rulers  of  Mexi- 
co at  the  period  of  the  Spanish  invasion,  exhibit,  with  their 
bloody  sacrifices  and  multiform  idolatry,  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  gentler  spirit  of  the  Toltecas  who  preceded  them,  and 
whose  arts  and  ingenuity  they  had  usurped.  Still  later  in  this 
intermediate  series  were  the  Natchez  tribes  of  the  Mississippi, 
who  retained  some  traces  of  the  refinement  of  their  Mexican 
progenitors,  mingled  with  many  of  the  rudest  traits  of  savage 
life.  It  is  thus  that  we  can  yet  trace  all  the  gradations,  link 
by  link,  which  connect  these  extremes  together,  showing 
that  although  the  civilization  of  these  nations  is  fast  becom« 
ing  obsolete,  although  their  arts  and  sciences  have  passed  away 
with  a  former  generation,  still  the  people  remain  in  all  other 
respects  unchanged,  although  a  variety  of  causes  has  long 
been  urging  them  onward  to  deep  degradation  and  rapid  ex- 
tinction. Strange  as  these  intellectual  revolutions  may  seem, 
we  venture  to  assert  that,  all  circumstances  being  considered, 
they  are  not  greater  than  those  which  have  taken  place  be- 
tween the  ancient  and  modem  Greeks.  If  we  had  not  incon- 
testable evidence  to  prove  the  fact,  who  would  believe  that  the 
ancestors  of  the  Greeks  of  the  present  day  were  the  very 
people  who  gave  glory  to  the  Age  of  Pericles ! 

It  may  still  be  insisted  that  the  religion  and  the  arts  of  the 
American  nations  point  to  Asia  and  Egypt ;  but  it  is  obvious, 
as  Humboldt  and  others  have  remarked,  that  these  resemblan- 
ces may  have  arisen  from  similar  wants  and  impulses,  acting 
on  nations  in  many  respects  similarly  circumstanced.  ''  It 
would  indeed  be  not  only  singular  but  wonderful  and  unac- 
countable," observes  Dr.  Caldwell,  "  if  tribes  and  nations  of 
men,  possessed  of  similar  attributes  of  mind  and  body,  re- 
siding in  similar  climates  and  situations,  influenced  by  simi- 
lar states  of  society,  and  obliged  to  support  themselves  by 
similar  means,  in  similar  pursuits,  —  it  would  form  a  problem 
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altogether  iDexplicable  if  nations  thus  situated  did  not  con- 
tract habits  and  usages,  and,  instinctively  modes  of  life  and 
action,  possessing  towards  each  other  many  striking  reseoh 
blances."  Here  also  we  may  draw  an  illustration  from  the 
old  world ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  comparative  proximity  of 
the  Hindoos  and  Egyptians,  and  the  evident  analogies  in  their 
architecture,  mythology  and  social  institutions,  there  is  now' 
little  reason  to  believe  them  cognate  nations  ;  and  the  resem- 
blances to  which  we  have  adverted  have  probably  arisen  from 
mutual  intercourse,  independent  of  lineal  afiiliation.  And  so 
with  the  nations  of  America.  The  casual  appearance  of  ship- 
wrecked strangers  would  satisfactorily  explain  any  sameness 
in  the  arts  and  usages  of  the  one  and  the  other,  as  well  as 
those  words  which  are  often  quoted  in  evidence  of  a  com- 
mon origin  of  language,  but  which  are  so  few  in  number  as 
to  Ik;  readily  accounted  for  on  the  foregoing  principle. 

The  entire  number  of  common  words  is  said  to  be  one 
hundred  and  four  between  the  American  languages  and  those 
of  Asia  and  Australia  ;  fortythree  with  those  of  Europe  ;  and 
forty  with  those  of  Africa,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
eightyseven  words.  But  taking  into  account  the  mere  coinci- 
dence by  which  some  of  these  analogies  may  be  reasonably 
explained,  I  would  inquire,  in  the  language  of  an  ingenious 
author,  whether  these  facts  are  sufScient  to  prove  a  connexion 
between  four  hundred  dialects  of  America  and  the  various 
languages  of  the  old  world  ? 

Even  so  late  as  the  year  1833,  a  Japanese  junk  was  wrecked 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and  several  of  the  crew 
escaped  unhurt  to  the  shore ;  and  I  have  myself  seen 
some  porcelain  vessels  which  were  saved  on  that  occasiooj 
Such  casualties  may  have  occurred  in  the  early  periods  of 
American  history ;  and  it  requires  no  effort  of  the  imagination 
to  conceive  the  influence  these  persons  might  have  exerted, 
in  various  respects,  had  they  been  introduced  to  the  ancient 
courts  of  Peru  and  Mexico.  They  might  have  contributed 
something  to  extend  or  at  least  to  modify  the  arts  and  sciences 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  were  thrown,  and  have 
added  a  few  words  to  the  national  language. 
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I  am  informed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Townsend,  who  passed 
several  months  among  the  tribes  of  the  Cohimbia  river,  that 
the  Indians  there  have  already  adopted  from  the  Canadian 
traders  several  French  words,  which  they  use  with  as  much 
freedom  as  if  they  belonged  to  their  own  vocabulary. 

It  follows  of  course  from  the  preceding  remarks  that  we 
consider  the  American  race  to  present  the  two  extremes  of 
intellectual  character ;  the  one  capable  of  a  certain  degree  of 
civilization  and  refinement,  independent  of  extraneous  aids ; 
the  other  exhibiting  an  abasement  which  puts  all  mental  cul- 
ture at  defiance.  The  one  composed,  as  it  were,  of  a  hand- 
ful of  people  whose  superiority  and  consequent  acquisitions 
have  made  them  the  prey  of  covetous  destroyers ;  the  other 
a  vast  multitude  of  savage  tribes  whose  very  barbarism  is 
working  their  destruction  from  within  and  without.  The 
links  that  connect  them  partake  of  the  fate  of  the  extremes 
themselves ;  and  extinction  appears  to  be  the  unhappy,  but 
fast  approaching  doom  of  them  all. 

4  Maritime  Enterprise. — One  of  the  most  characteristic 
traits  of  all  civilized  and  many  barbarous  communities,  is  the 
progress  of  maritime  adventure.  The  Caucasian  nations  of 
every  age  present  a  striking  illustration  of  this  fact :  their 
sails  are  spread  on  every  ocean,  and  the  fabled  voyage  of  the 
Argonauts  is  but  a  type  of  their  achievements  from  remote 
antiquity  to  the  present  time.  Hence  their  undisputed  do- 
minion of  the  sea,  and  their  successful  colonization  of  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  The  Mongolians  and  Malays,  though 
active  and  predatory,  and  proverbially  aquatic  in  their  habits, 
are  deficient  in  that  mechanical  invention  which  depends  on 
a  knowledge  of  mathematical  principles ;  while  they  seem 
also  incapable  of  those  mental  combinations  which  are  re- 
quisite to  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  naval  tactics.  The 
Negro,  whose  observant  and  imitative  powers  enable  him  to 
acquire  with  ease  the  details  of  seamanship,  readily  becomes 
a  mariner,  but  rarely  a  commander  ;  and  history  is  silent  on 
the  nautical  prowess  of  his  race.  Far  behind  all  those  is  the 
man  of  America.    Savage  or  civilized,  the  sea  for  him  has 
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had  few  charms,  and  his  navigation  has  been  almost  exclu- 
sively restricted  to  lakes  and  rivers.  A  canoe  excavated  iiom 
a  single  log,  was  the  principal  vessel  in  use  in  the  new  world 
at  the  period  of  its  discovery.  Even  the  predatory  Charibs, 
who  were  originally  derived  from  the  forests  of  Guayansu 
possessed  no  other  boat  than  this  simple  contrivance,  in  which 
they  seldom  ventured  out  of  sight  of  land ;  and  never  ex- 
cepting in  the  tranquil  periods  of  the  tropical  seas,  when  they 
sailed  from  shore  to  shore,  the  terror  of  the  feebler  natives  of 
the  surrounding  islands.  The  canoes  of  the  Arouacs  of  Cuba 
were  not  more  ingeniously  contrived  than  those  of  the  ruder 
Charibs  ;  which  is  the  more  surprising  since  their  island  was 
the  centre  of  a  great  archipelago,  and  their  local  position, 
therefore,  in  all  respects  calculated  to  develope  any  latent 
nautical  propensities.  When  Cortez  approached  in  his  ships 
the  Mexican  harbor  of  Tobasco,  he  was  astonished  to  find 
even  there,  the  sea-port,  as  it  were,  of  a  mighty  empire,  the 
same  primitive  model  in  the  many  vessels  that  skimmed  the 
sea  before  him.  Let  us  follow  this  conqueror  to  the  imperial 
city  itself,  surrounded  by  lakes,  and  possessed  of  warlike 
defences  superior  to  those  of  any  other  American  people.  The 
Spanish  commander,  foreseeing  that  to  possess  the  lake  would 
be  to  hold  the  keys  of  the  city,  had  fifteen  brigantines  built 
at  Tlascala ;  and  these  being  subsequently  taken  to  pieces, 
were  borne  on  men's  shoulders  to  the  lake  of  Mexico,  and 
there  re-constructed  and  launched.  The  war  thus  com- 
menced as  a  naval  contest ;  and  the  Spanish  historians,  while 
they  eulogize  the  valour  of  the  Mexicans,  are  constrained  to 
admit  the  utter  futility  of  their  aquatic  defences :  for  although 
the  subjects  of  Montezuma,  knowing  and  anticipating  the 
nature  of  the  attack,  came  forth  from  the  city  in  several 
thousand  boats,  these  were  so  feebly  constructed,  and  man- 
aged with  so  little  dexterity,  that  in  a  few  hours  they  were 
all  destroyed,  dispersed  or  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Turning  from  the  Mexicans,  we  naturally  look  to  the  Pe- 
ruvians for  some  further  advances  in  nautical  skill ;  but 
although  their  country  was  comparatively  a  narrow  strip  of 
land  with  an  extended  frontier  on  the  ocean,  we  find  even 
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here  tlie  same  primitive  vessels  and  the  same  timid  naviga* 
tors.  It  is  indeed  questionable  whether  they  ever  designedly 
lost  sight  of  land,  nor  does  it  appear  that  they  made  the  sea 
subservient  to  their  conquests.  These  were  uniformly  pros- 
ecuted by  land,  excepting  perhaps  those  of  the  Incas,  in  their 
efforts  to  subdue  the  fierce  islanders  of  Titicaca ;  but  even 
the  partial  pen  of  Garcilaso  limits  all  these  inventions  to  log 
canoes  and  rafts  of  reeds  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  inge- 
nuity of  these  people,  so  abundantly  displayed  on  many  other 
occasions,  had  ever  added  an  improvement  to  the  primeval 
germ  of  navigation. 

Nor  are  those  tribes  which  depend  almost  wholly  on  fish 
for  their  daily  subsistence,  much  better  provided  than  the 
others.  The  Chenouks  and  other  nations  on  the  western 
coast  of  America,  have  boats  hewn  with  comparative  in- 
genuity from  a  single  plank,  and  compared  to  a  butcher's  tray ; 
but  in  these  frail  vessels  they  keep  cautiously  within  sight  of 
land,  and  never  venture  on  the  water  unless  the  weather  is 
favourable  to  their  enterprise.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however, 
that  when  the  Indians  are  compelled  to  carry  their  boats 
across  portages  from  river  to  river,  they  construct  them  of 
birch  bark,  and  with  a  degree  of  ingenuity  and  adaptation 
much  above  their  usual  resources.  Thus  boats  that  would 
carry  nine  men  do  not  weigh  over  sixty  pounds,  and  are  there- 
fore conveyed  with  ease  to  considerable  distances.  This  is 
almost  the  only  deviation  from  the  log  canoe,  and  is  equally 
characteristic  ;  for  it  is  common  among  the  interior  Indians  of 
both  North  and  South  America,  and  was  noticed  by  De  Solis 
in  the  Mexican  provinces. 

Inferior  in  these  respects  to  the  other  tribes  are  the  Fue- 
gians ;  a  people  whom  perpetual  exposure  and  privation,  and 
the  influence  of  an  inhospitable  climate  have  reduced  to  a 
feeble  intelligence,  —  the  moral  childhood  of  their  race.  Not 
even  the  stimulus  of  necessity  has  been  able  to  excite  that 
ingenuity  which  would  so  amply  provide  for  all  their  wants ; 
and  they  starve  amid  the  abundant  stores  of  the  ocean  because 
they  possess  no  adequate  means  for  obtaining  them.  The 
Falkland  and  Malouine  islands,  in  but  fifty  degrees  of  South 
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latitude,  South  Georgia,  New  South  Shetland,  and  some 
smaller  islands  in  nearly  the  same  parallel,  were  at  their  dis- 
covery, entirely  uninhabited ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of 
their  ever  having  been  visited  by  any  American  tribe.  Yet 
they  possess  seals  and  other  marine  animals  in  vast  numbers, 
and  in  these  and  all  other  respects  appear  to  be  not  less  pro- 
ductive than  the  region  inhabited  by  the  Eskimaux. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  nautical  enterprise  results  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  in  nations  proximate  to,  or  surround- 
ed by  the  sea.  We  have  seen,  however,  that  the  natives  of 
the  islands  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  exceptions  to  the 
rule ;  and  we  find  another  not  less  remarkable  in  the  archi- 
pelago of  Chiloe,  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  These  islands  are 
seen  from  the  shore,  and  have  a  large  Indian  population  which 
depends  for  subsistence  on  fish  taken  from  the  surrouudiug 
ocean  ;  yet  even  so  late  as  the  close  of  the  past  centCury,  after 
more  than  two  hundred  years  of  communication  with  the 
Spaniards,  their  boats  appear  not  to  have  been  the  least  im- 
proved from  their  original  model.  The  padre  Gronzalez  de 
Agueros,  who  resided  many  years  among  these  islanders,  de- 
scribes their  canoes  as  composed  of  five  or  six  boards  nar- 
rowed at  the  ends  and  lashed  t;>gether  with  cords,  the  seams 
being  filled  with  moss.  They  have  sails,  but  neither  keel 
nor  deck ;  and  in  these  frail  and  primitive  vessels  the  inhabi- 
tants commit  themselves  to  a  tcrnpestuous  sea  in  search  of 
their  daily  food.  The  same  miserable  vessels  are  found  in 
exclusive  use  in  the  yet  more  southern  archipelago  of  Guai- 
tecas,  in  which  a  sparse  population  is  distributed  over  eight 
hundred  islands,  and  depends  solely  on  the  sea  for  subsistence. 
The  mechanical  ingenuity  of  these  people,  therefore,  is  not 
greater  than  that  of  the  other  Indians ;  but  from  constant 
practice  with  their  wretched  boats,  they  have  acquired  a  dex- 
terity in  the  use  of  them  unknown  to  any  other  tribe,  and 
in  some  instances,  under  the  direction  of  the  Spaniards,  have 
become  comparatively  good  sailors. 

De  Azara  mentions  a  curious  fact  in  illustration  of  the  pres- 
ent inquiry.  He  declares  that  when  his  countrymen  discov- 
ered the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  they  found  its  shores  inhabited  by 
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two  distinct  Indian  nations,  the]  Chamias  on  the  north,  and 
the  Patagonians  on  the  south ;  yet  strange  to  say,  these  rest- 
less people  had  never  communicated  with  each  other  for  war 
or  for  peace^  for  good  or  for  evil,  because  they  had  neither 
boats  or  canoes  in  which  to  cross  the  river. 

The  Indian  is  not  defective  in  courage  even  on  the  water ; 
but  he  lacks  invention  to  construct  better  vessels,  and  tact  to 
manage  them.  When  he  has  been  compelled  to  defend  him- 
self in  his  frail  canoe,  he  has  done  so  with  the  indomitable 
spirit  of  his  race  ;  yet  with  all  their  love  of  war  and  strata- 
gem, I  cannot  find  any  account  of  a  naval  combat  in  which 
Europeans  have  borne  no  part. 

The  Payaguas  Indians  at  one  period  took  revenge  on  the 
Spaniards  by  infesting  the  rivers  of  Paraguay,  in  canoes 
which  they  managed  with  much  adroitness ;  and  darting  from 
their  lurking  places,  they  intercepted  the  trading  vessels  going 
to  and  from  Buenos  Ayres,  robbing;  them  of  their  goods,  and 
destroying  their  crews  without  mercy.  Such  was  their  sue* 
cess  in  these  river  piracies  that  it  required  years  of  war  and 
stratagem  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  to  subdue  them. 

The  only  example  of  a  naval  contest  that  I  have  met  with, 
is  described  by  Dobrizhoffer,  to  have  taken  place  between  the 
so-called  Mamalukes  of  St.  Paulo,  in  Brazil,  and  their  enemies 
the  Guaranies.  The  former  were  a  banditti  derived  from  the 
intermarriage  of  the  dregs  of  Europeans  of  all  nations  with 
the  surrounding  Indians ;  and  assisted  by  two  thousand  of 
their  native  allies,  they  came  forth  to  battle  in  three  hundred 
boats.  The  Guaranies,  on  the  other  hand,  had  five  ships 
armed  with  carmon.  But  it  is  obvious  from  this  statement, 
that  European  vessels  and  European  tactics  gave  the  battle  all 
its  importance.  It  took  place  on  the  river  Mborore,  in  Para- 
guay ;  but  after  all,  both  parties  finding  themselves  out  of 
their  element  on  the  water,  at  length  abandoned  their  vessels 
by  mutual  agreement,  and  fought  to  desperation  on  shore. 

It  is  said  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Holland,  that  their  only 
substitute  for  a  boat  is  a  short  and  solid  log,  on  which  they 
place  themselves  astride,  and  thus  venture  upon  the  water. 
Even  this,  the  humblest  of  all  human  contrivances,  was  in 

«7 


210  Distinctive  C/iaraeteristics  of  the 

use  among  the  Indians  of  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  who  had 
learned  to  balance  themselves  so  dexterously  standing  upon  a 
log,  as  to  be  able  in  this  position  to  pursue  their  customary 
occupation  of  fishing  in  the  adjacent  sea. 

In  fine,  his  long  contact  with  European  arts,  has  furnished 
the  Indian  with  no  additional  means  of  contending  with  the 
watery  element ;  and  his  log  canoe  and  boat  of  birch  bark, 
are  precisely  the  same  as  at  the  landing  of  Columbus. 

6.  Manner  of  Interment.  Veneration  for  the  dead  is  a 
sentiment  natural  to  man,  whether  civilized  or  savage :  but 
the  manner  of  expressing  it,  and  of  performing  the  rites  of 
sepulture,  differ  widely  in  diiferent  nations.  No  ofifence  excites 
greater  exasperation  in  the  breast  of  the  Indian  than  the  vio- 
lation of  the  graves  of  his  people ;  and  he  has  even  been 
known  to  disinter  the  bones  of  his  ancestors,  and  bear  them 
with  him  to  a  great  distance,  when  circumstances  have  com- 
pelled him  to  make  a  permanent  change  of  residence. 

But  the  manner  of  inhumation  is  so  different  from  that 
practised  by  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
prevalent  among  the  American  natives,  as  to  constitute  another 
means  of  identifying  them  as  parts  of  a  single  and  peculiar 
race.  This  practice  consists  in  burying  the  dead  in  the  sit- 
ting posture ;  the  legs  being  fiexed  against  the  abdomen,  the 
arms  also  bent,  and  the  chin  supj)orted  on  the  palms  of  the 
hands.  The  natives  of  Patagonia,  Brazil  and  Guayana ;  the 
insular  and  other  Charibs,  the  Florida  tribes,  the  great  chain 
of  Lenape  nations,  the  inhabitants  of  both  sides  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  and  those  also  of  Canada  and  the  vast  Northwest- 
ern region,  all  conform,  with  occasional  exceptions,  to  this 
conventional  rite.  So  also  with  the  demi-civilized  commu- 
nities from  the  most  distant  epochs  ;  for  the  ancient  Pseruvi- 
ans,  to  whom  we  have  already  so  frequently  referred,  pos- 
sessed this  singular  usage,  as  is  verified  by  their  numberless 
remains  in  the  sepulchres  of  Titicaca.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, bury  their  dead,  but  placed  them  on  the  floors  of  their 
tombs,  seated,  and  sowed  up  in  sacks.  The  later  Peruvians 
of  the  Inca  race  followed  the  same  custom,  sometimes  inhu* 
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ming  the  body,  at  others  placing  it  in  a  tower  above  ground. 
Garcilaso  de  la  Tega  informs  us,  that  in  the  year  1560  he  saw 
five  embalmed  bodies  of  the  royal  family,  all  of  whom  were 
seated  in  the  Indian  manner,  with  their  hands  crossed  upon 
the  breast,  and  their  heads  bent  forward.  So  also  the  Mexi- 
cans from  the  most  ancient  time  had  adopted  the  same  usage, 
which  was  equally  the  privilege  of  the  king  and  his  people. 
The  most  remarkable  exception  to  the  practice  in  question,  is 
that  in  which  the  body  is  dissected  before  interment,  the 
bones  alone  being  deposited  in  the  earth.  This  extraordinary 
rite  has  prevailed  among  various  tribes  from  the  southern  to  the 
northern  extremity  of  their  range,  in  Patagonia,  Brazil,  Flor- 
ida and  Missouri,  and  indeed  in  many  intervening  localities ; 
but  even  in  these  instances  the  bones  are  oAen  retained  in 
their  relative  position  by  preserving  the  ligaments,  and  then 
interred  in  the  attitude  of  a  person  seated.  An  example 
among  very  many  others  is  recorded  by  the  Baron  Humboldt, 
in  his  visit  to  a  cavern-cemetery  of  the  Atures  Indians,  at  the 
sources  of  the  Orinoco  ,*  wherein  he  found  hundreds  of  skele- 
tons preserved  each  in  a  separate  basket,  the  bones  being  held 
together  by  their  natural  connections,  and  the  whole  disposed 
in  the  conventional  posture  of  which  we  are  speaking. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  practice  has  been  noticed  by 
some  navigators  among  the  Polynesian  islands  ;  the  instances, 
however,  appear  so  few  as  rather  to  form  exceptions  to  the 
rule,  like  those  of  the  Nassamones  of  northern  Africa :  but  I 
have  sought  for  it  in  vain  among  the  continental  Asiatics,  who, 
if  they  ever  possessed  it,  would  have  yet  preserved  it  among 
some  at  least  of  their  numberless  tribes. 

After  this  rapid  view  of  the  principal  leading  characteris- 
tics of  the  American  race,  let  us  now  briefly  inquire  whether 
they  denote  an  exotic  origin  ;  or  whether  there  is  not  internal 
evidence  that  this  race  is  as  strictly  aboriginal  to  America  as 
the  Mongolian  is  to  Asia,  or  the  Negro  to  Africa. 

And  first,  we  turn  to  the  Mongolian  race,  which,  by  a 
somewhat  general  consent  is  admitted  to  include  the  Polar 
nations,  and  among  them  the  Eskimaux  of  our  continent.  It 
is  a  very  prevalent  opinion  that  the  latter  people,  who  obvi- 
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ously  belong  to  the  Polar  family  of  Asia,  pass  insensibly  into 
the  American  race,  and  thus  form  the  connecting  link  be- 
tween the  two.  But  without  repeating  what  has  already  been 
said  in  reference  to  the  Indian,  we  may  briefly  advert,  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison,  to  the  widely  different  characteristics 
of  the  E^kimaux.  These  people  are  remarkable  for  a  large 
and  rather  elongated  head,  which  is  low  in  front  and  project- 
ing behind ;  the  great  width  and  flatness  of  the  face  is  noted 
by  all  travellers :  their  eyes  are  small  and  black,  the  mouth 
small  and  round,  and  the  nose  is  so  diminutive  and  depressed, 
that  on  looking  at  a  skull  in  profile  the  nasal  bones  are  hardly 
seen.  Their  complexion,  moreover,  is  comparatively  fair,  and 
there  is  a  tendency  throughout  life  to  fulness  and  obesity. 
The  traveller  Heame,  while  in  company  with  a  tribe  of  north- 
ern Indians,  mentions  a  circumstance  which  is  at  least  curious, 
because  it  shows  the  light  in  which  the  ESskimaux  are  regad- 
ed  by  their  proximate  neighbors  on  the  south.  He  was  the 
unwilling  witness  of  a  premeditated  and  unprovoked  massa- 
cre of  an  entire  encampment  of  E^kimaux,  men,  women,  and 
children  ;  and  it  is  curious  to  remark  that  the  aggressors  apolo- 
gised for  their  cruelty  not  only  on  the  plea  of  ancient  feud, 
but  by  asserting  that  their  nnofiending  victims  were  a  people 
of  diflerent  nature  and  origin  from  themselves,  even. in  respect 
to  sexual  conformation. 

The  moral  character  of  the  Eskimaux  differs  from  that  of  the 
Indian  chiefly  in  the  absence  of  the  courage,  cunning,  cra- 
elty  and  improvidence  so  habitual  in  the  red  man,  who,  in  turn, 
is  inferior  in  mechanical  ingenuity,  and  above  all  in  aquatic 
exercises.  The  Eskimau,  notwithstanding  the  intense  cold 
of  his  climate,  has  been  called  an  amphibious  animal,  so  read- 
ily and  equally  does  ho  adapt  himself  to  the  land  or  water. 
His  boat  is  an  evidence  of  mechanical  skill,  and  the  adroit 
manner  in  which  he  manages  it  is  a  proverb  among  mariners. 
The  women  are  not  less  expert  and  enterprising  than  the 
men :  each  possesses  a  boat  of  peculiar  and  distinctive  con- 
struction ;  and  CraiUz  informs  us  that  children  of  the  tender 
age  of  seven  or  eight  years  commence  the  unassisted  man- 
agement of  their  little  vessels. 
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How  strongly  do  these  and  other  traits  which  might  be 
enumerated,  contrast  with  those  of  the  Indian,  and  enforce  an 
ethnographic  dissimilarity  which  is  confirmed  at  every  step 
of  the  investigation ! 

Some  writers,  however,  think  they  detect  in  the  Fuegian 
a  being  whose  similar  physical  condition  has  produced  in  him 
all  the  characteristics  of  the  ESskimau ;  but  we  confidently 
assert  that  the  latter  is  vastly  superior  both  in  his  exterior 
organization  and  mental  aptitude.  In  truth  the  two  may  be 
readily  contrasted  but  not  easily  compared.  The  Fuegian 
bears  a  coarse  but  striking  resemblance  to  the  race  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  every  feature  of  his  character  assists  in  fixing 
his  identity.  The  extremes  of  cold,  with  their  many  attend- 
ing privations,  by  brutifying  the  features  and  distorting  the 
expression  of  the  face,  reduce  man  to  a  mere  caricature,  a 
repulsive  perversion  of  his  original  type.  Compare  the  Mon- 
gols of  Central  Asia  and  China,  with  the  Polar  nations  of 
Siberia.  Compare  also  the  Hottentot  with  the  contiguous 
black  tribes  on  the  north ;  the  Tasmanian  negro  with  the 
proper  New  Hollanders ;  and  lastly,  the  wretched  Fuegian 
with  the  Indian  beyond  the  Magellanic  strait ;  and  we  find  in 
every  instance  how  much  more  the  man  of  a  cold  and  inhos- 
pitable clime  is  degraded,  physically  and  intellectually,  than 
his  more  fortunate  but  affiliated  neighbor.  The  operation  of 
these  perverting  causes  through  successive  ages  of  time,  has 
obscured  but  not  obliterated  those  lineaments  which,  however 
modified,  point  to  an  aboriginal  stock. 

Without  attempting  to  enter  the  fathomless  depths  of  phi- 
lology, I  am  bound  to  advert  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gallatin, 
that  all  the  nations  from  Cape  Horn  to  the  Arctic  Ocean, 
have  languages  which  possess  ''  a  distinct  character  common 
to  all,  and  apparently  differing  from  those  of  the  other  conti- 
nent with  which  we  are  acquainted ;"  an  analogy,  moreover, 
which  is  not  of  an  indefinite  kind,  but  consists  for  the  most 
part  in  peculiar  conjugational  modes  of  modifying  the  verbs,  by 
the  insertion  of  syllables.  It  has  been  insisted  by  some  writers 
that  this  analogy  proves  the  cognate  relation  of  the  Eskimaux 
and  Indians.    ThiSf  however,  is  a  mere  postulate ;  for  from 
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the  evidence  already  adduced  in  respect  to  the  ethnographic 
difference  between  these  people,  we  have  a  right  to  infer  that 
the  resemblance  in  their  respective  languages  has  not  been 
derived  by  the  greater  from  the  lesser  source, — not  by  the 
Americans  from  the  Eskimaux,  but  the  reverse :  for  the  Asiat- 
ics having  arrived  at  various  and  distant  periods,  and  in  small 
parties,  would  naturally,  if  not  unavoidably,  adopt  more  or  less 
of  the  language  of  the  people  among  whom  they  settled,  until 
their  own  dialects  finally  merged  in  those  of  the  Chepewyan 
and  other  Indians  who  bound  them  on  the  south. 

The  Eskimaux,  it  may  be  remarked,  at  the  present  time 
extend  much  further  south,  and  are  much  more  numerous  on 
the  western  than  on  the  eastern  coast  of  America,  being  found 
as  low  down  as  Mount  St.  Elias ;  south  of  which,  contrary  to 
what  is  observed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  continent,  they 
become  more  or  less  blended  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  have 
imparted  to  the  latter  some  portion  of  their  mechanical  inge- 
nuity. This  ditference  in  the  extent  and  influence  of  the 
western  and  eastern  Eskimaux,  is  explained  by  the  }»oximity 
of  the  former  to  Asia ;  and  a  redundant  population  has  even 
forced  some  of  them  back  to  the  parent  hive,  whither  they 
have  carried  a  dialect  derived  from  the  cognate  tribes  of  Amer- 
ica. Such  are  the  Tsutchchi,  who  thus  form  a  link  between 
the  Polar  nations  of  the  two  continents. 

It  is  a  common  opinion,  also,  that  America  has  been  peo- 
pled by  the  proper  Mongols  of  central  and  eastern  Asia ;  and 
volumes  have  been  written  on  supposed  affinities,  physical, 
moral  and  intellectual,  to  sustain  this  hypothesis.  We  have 
already  glanced  at  the  Mongolian  features,  as  seen,  though 
rudely  and  extravagantly  developed,  in  the  Polar  nations  ;  but 
there  are  some  characters  so  prevalent  as  to  pervade*  all  the 
ramifications  of  the  great  Mongolian  stock,  from  the  repulsive 
Calmuck  to  the  polished  and  more  delicately  featured  Chi- 
nese. These  are  the  small,  depressed,  and  seemingly  broken 
nose  ;  the  oblique  position  of  the  eye,  which  is  drawn  up  at 
the  external  angle  ;  the  great  width  between  the  cheek  bones, 
which  are  not  only  high  but  expanded  laterally  ;  the  arched 
and  linear  eyebrow ;  and  lastly,  the  complexion,  which  is 
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invariably  some  shade  of  yellow  or  olive,  and  almost  equally 
distant  from  the  fair  tint  of  the  European  and  the  red  hue  of 
the  Indian.  Without  attempting  a  detailed  comparison,  we 
may  briefly  observe  that  the  Mongolian,  in  his  various  local- 
ities, is  distinguished  for  his  imitative  powers  and  mechanical 
ingenuity,  and  above  all  for  his  nautical  skill,  in  which,  as  we 
have  suggested,  he  holds  a  place  next  to  the  nations  of  the 
Caucasian  race.  In  fine,  we  are  constrained  to  believe  that 
there  is  no  more  resemblance  between  the  Indian  and  the  Mon- 
gol in  respect  to  arts,  architecture,  mental  features  and  social 
usages,  than  exists  between  any  other  two  distinct  races  of 
mankind.  Mr.  Ranking  has  written  an  elaborate  treatise  to 
prove  that  the  Mongols,  led  by  a  descendant  of  Genghis 
Khan,  conquered  Peni  and  Mexico  in  the  thirteenth  century  ; 
but  in  the  whole  range  of  Enghsh  literature  there  caimot  be 
found  a  work  more  replete  with  distorted  facts  and  illogical 
reasoning.  The  author  begins  by  the  singular  assertion  that 
"  when  Cuzco  was  founded  by  Manco  Capac,  none  of  the  civ- 
ilization introduced  by  the  Peruvians  and  Mexicans  was  in 
existence ;"  thus  overlooking  the  cultivated  tribes  who  pre- 
ceded the  Inca  family,  and  disregarding  also  the  various  demi- 
civilized  nations  which  successively  followed  each  other  in 
Mexico,  before  that  country  fell  under  the  rule  of  the  Aztecs. 
Mr.  Ranking  introduces  the  Mongols  in  large  ships,  with  all 
the  appliances  of  war,  not  even  excepting  elephants ;  and  in 
order  that  the  Tartar  general  may  correspond  to  Manco  Car- 
pac,  he  is  made  to  enter  Peru  by  the  Lake  Titicaca,  upwards 
of  an  hundred  miles  from  the  sea.  Such  statements  may 
seem  too  absurd  for  sober  discussion  ;  but  they  are  not  more 
so  than  various  other  subterfuges  which  have  been  resorted  to 
in  explanation  of  the  precise  manner  in  which  the  new  world 
has  been  peopled  from  the  old. 

But  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  that  the  Mongols 
ever  reached  America  in  ships  excepting  by  mere  accident ; 
and  therefore  their  number  must  have  always  been  too  small, 
and  too  badly  provided,  to  have  dreamt  of  conquest  in  a  coun- 
try which  has  had  a  population  of  millions  from  immemorial 
time. 
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There  is  a  third  view  of  this  question  which  remains  to  be 
noticed ;  for,  allowing  that  the  Eskimaux  and  the  cognate 
Polar  nations  are  not  the  progenitors  of  the  American  race  ; 
and  admitting  also  that  the  Mongols  of  central  Asia  could 
never  have  arrived  in  any  requisite  number  by  a  direct  voyage 
from  one  continent  to  the  other,  yet  it  is  supposed  by  many 
learned  men  that  these  Mongols  could  have  reached  America 
by  slow  journeys  from  their  own  distant  country ;  and  that 
their  hieroglyphic  charts  delineate  many  of  the  incidents  of 
their  journey  :  but  there  is  no  positive  evidence  in  regard  to 
direction  and  localities,  although  these,  by  a  very  general 
consent,  are  placed  in  the  north  and  northwest.  Cabrera,  on 
the  contrary,  after  the  most  patient  research,  aided  by  unusual 
facilities  for  investigation,  traces  the  primal  seat  of  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  America  to  southern  Mexico,  where  the  ruined 
cities  of  Copan,  Uxmal  and  Palenque,  point  to  an  epoch  seem- 
ingly much  more  remote  than  any  antiquities  contained  in  the 
present  metropolis  of  that  country. 

If  we  conventionally  adopt  the  more  prevalent  opinion,  and 
trace  the  Aztecs  back  to  California  or  the  strait,  we  haveaAer 
all  but  a  vague  tradition  of  a  handful  of  persons,  who,  for  all 
we  know  to  the  contrary,  may  have  been  as  indigenous  to 
America  as  any  people  in  it.  The  aborigines  of  this  conti- 
nent have  always  been  of  nomadic  and  migratory  habits ;  a 
fact  which  is  amply  illustrated  in  the  traditional  history  of 
Mexico  itself.  So  also  with  the  barbarous  tribes  ;  for  the  Le- 
nape,  the  Florida  Indians,  the  Iroquois,  the  insular  Charibsand 
many  others,  were  intruding  nations,  who,  driven  by  want,  or 
impelled  by  an  innate  and  restless  activity,  had  deserted  their 
own  possessions  to  seize  upon  others  which  did  not  belong  to 
them.  These  nations,  like  their  more  polished  neighbors, 
were  in  the  constant  practice  of  recording  the  events  of  their 
battles  and  hunting  excursions  by  hieroglyphic  symbols, 
made,  according  to  circumstances,  on  trees,  skins  or  rocks ; 
and  tliis  rude  but  expressive  language  of  signs,  has  been  justly 
regarded  as  the  origin  of  the  picture-writing  of  the  Mexicans. 
"  The  difference  between  them,"  observes  Dr.  Coates,  "  does 
not  appear  greater  than  must  necessarily  exist  between  igno- 
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rant  warriors  and  hunters  in  a  simple  form  of  society,  and 
those  of  the  members  of  a  complicated  state,  possessed  of 
property,  and  even,  as  described  by  Clavigero,  of  a  species  of 
science  and  literature." 

This  gradation  of  the  ruder  into  the  more  perfect  art  of 
hieroglyphic  writing,  not  only  affords  an  additional  argument 
for  the  unity  of  origin  of  the  American  nations,  but  also  con- 
stitutes another  proof  of  the  distinctness  of  their  race  ]  for 
this  picture-writing,  even  in  its  most  elaborate  forms,  bears  no 
other  than  the  most  general  resemblance  to  any  exotic  hiero- 
glyphics, nor  indeed  has  a  real  equivalent  been  detected  be- 
tween them.  We  may  therefore  be  permitted  to  repeat  our 
conviction  that  the  annals  of  the  Mexicans  bear  no  indispu- 
table evidence  of  immigration  from  Asia  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  they  are  susceptible  of  as  many  different  interpre- 
tations as  there  are  theories  to  be  supported. 

It  is  remarked  by  Dr.  Coates,  that  the  Mongolian  theory, 
which  we  are  now  considering,  is  objectionable  on  account  of 
its  vastness.  <*  To  derive  the  population  of  the  whole  of  the 
American  continent  from  the  northwestern  angle,  requires  the 
supposition  of  a  continued  chain  of  colonies  during  a  long 
succession  of  ages,  acquiring  and  using  an  immense  diversity 
of  languages,  and  pursuing  each  other  along  the  huge  ridge 
of  the  great  American  Andes,  from  Prince  William's  Sound 
in  the  far  north,  to  the  extremity  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  degrees  of  latitude,  or  of 
eight  thousand  miles.  This  long  succession  of  occurrences 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  theory  ;  which  is  thus  liable  to 
the  difficulty  of  requiring  two  extensive  hypotheses  at  once. 
Several  hundred  colonies  must  be  imagined  to  have  issued 
from  the  same  point,  all  completely  isolated,  as  their  languages 
abundantly  show,  unconnected  by  peaceful  intercourse,  but 
urging  each  other  by  war  and  the  destruction  of  the  game, 
throughout  a  third  part  of  the  circumference  of  the  globe. 

"  The  traces  of  such  a  series  of  human  waves  would  be 
naturally  looked  for  in  a  tendency  to  advance  population  in 
the  north,  from  which  they  emanated,  and  where  the  pressure 
must  have  been  greatest  and  the  colonization  of  longest  dura- 
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tion.  Nothing  like  this  is  obsenred  ;  the  population  of  South 
America,  and  of  Darien,  Guatimala  and  Mexico,  being  much 
greater  in  proportion  than  that  of  any  country  farther  north. 
The  marks  of  early  civilization,  too,  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant proofs  of  long  residence  in  a  fixed  spot,  are  all,  as  in  the 
older  world,  in  favor  of  the  tropical  climates."* 

We  may  further  inquire,  how  it  happens  that  during  the 
lapse  of  more  than  three  hundred  years  since  the  discovery  of 
America,  there  has  not  been  an  authenticated  iomiigratioQ 
from  Asia  ?  The  long  and  desolating  ^vars  which  have  driven 
whole  nations  from  the  central  to  the  northern  parts  of  that  con- 
tinent, have  not  supplied  a  single  colony  to  the  New  World. 
Nay,  if  such  colonization  had  occurred  within  a  thousand  or 
two  thousand  years,  would  we  not  now  ix)ssess  more  indubi- 
table evidences  of  it  in  language,  customs  and  the  arts  ? 

We  propose  in  the  next  place,  to  make  a  very  few  observa- 
tions in  reference  to  the  idea  that  America  has  been  peopled 
by  the  Malay  race,  which,  in  the  ordinary  classification,  in- 
cludes the  Malays  proper  of  the  Indian  Archipelago,  and  the 
Polynesians  in  all  their  numberless  localities.  These  people, 
however,  have  so  much  of  the  Mongolian  character,  that  nearly 
the  same  objections  arise  to  both.  The  head  of  the  Malay 
proper,  is  more  like  that  of  the  Indian,  because  it  not  unfie- 
quently  presents  something  of  the  vertical  form  of  the  occi- 
put ;  and  the  transverse  diameter,  as  measured  between  tlie 
parietal  bones,  is  also  remarkably  large.  But  excepting  in 
these  respects,  the  osteological  developement  coincides  with 
that  of  the  Mongolian  ;  while  the  whole  category  of  objec- 
tions which  we  have  just  urged  against  the  latter  people,  is 
equally  valid  in  respect  to  the  whole  Malay  race.  For  inde- 
pendently of  differences  of  organization,  how  great  is  the 
disparity  in  their  arts  and  social  institutions !  So  great, 
indeed,  that  to  account  for  it,  Dr.  Lang,  one  of  the  most  inge- 
nious supporters  of  the  theory,  insists  on  an  intellectual 
degeneracy,  consequent  to  change  of  climate  and  circumstan- 
ces.    <'  It  is  an  easy  and  natural  process,"  says  he,  "  for  man 

*0n  the  Origin  of  Uie  Indian  Population  of  America.     By  B    H.  Coatbi, 
M.  D.    1834. 
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to  dcgenenlte  in  the  scale  of  civilization,  as  the  Asiatics  have 
evidently  done  in  travelling  to  the  northward  and  eastward. 
He  has  only  to  move  forward  a  few  hundred  miles  into  the 
wilderness,  and  settle  himself  at  a  distance  from  all  civilized 
men,  and  the  process  will  advance  with  almost  incredible 
celerity.  For,  whether  he  comes  in  contact  with  savages 
or  not,  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  forest,  his  offspring  will 
speedily  arrive  at  a  state  of  complete  barbarism." 

We  confess  our  difficulty  in  imagining  how  the  Polynesians, 
themselves  a  barbarous  people,  though  possessing  some  of  the 
attributes  of  civilized  life,  should  become  savages  in  the  tro- 
pical regions  of  America,  wherein  the  climate  must  be  as 
congenial  to  their  constitutions  as  their  own,  and  the  various 
other  external  circumstances  are  calculated  to  foster  rather 
than  to  depress  the  energies  of  a  naturally  active  and  intelli- 
gent people.  But  the  general  prevalence  of  easterly  winds  is 
adverse  to  the  colonization  of  America  from  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific  ;  for  the  nearest  of  these  islands  is  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  miles  from  the  American  coast ;  and  when  we  reflect 
on  the  many  difficulties  which  the  mere  distance  opposes  to 
navigation  in  small  vessels,  and  the  absolute  necessity  for  food 
and  water  for  a  long  period  of  time,  we  feel  compelled  to  be- 
lieve that  America  has  received  very  feeble  if  any  accessions 
to  its  population  from  the  Polynesian  islands.  Such  voyages, 
if  admitted,  could  only  have  been  accidental ;  for  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  these  islanders  would  have  attempted  remote 
discoveries  on  the  vast  Pacific  ocean  in  the  very  face  of  the 
trade  winds  ;  and  a  successful  issue  is  among  the  least  proba- 
ble of  human  events. 

Even  admitting  that  the  Polynesians  have  accomplished 
all  that  the  theory  requires,  how  does  it  happen  that  on  reach- 
ing the  continent  of  America,  they  should  all  at  once  have 
relinquished  their  intuitive  fondness  for  the  water,  forgotten 
the  construction  of  their  boats,  and  become  the  most  timid 
and  helpless  navigators  in  the  world  ? 

A  comparison  of  languages,  moreover,  gives  no  support  to 
the  Polynesian  hypothesis;  for  all  the  zeal  and  ingenuity 
which  have  been  devoted  to  this  inquiry,  have  tended  only 
to  disclose  a  complete  philological  disparity. 
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The  theories  to  which  we  have  thus  briefly  adverted,  would 
each  derive  the  vhole  American  population  from  a  single 
source ;  but  various  others  have  been  hazarded  of  a  much 
more  complex  nature,  by  which  the  Indian  nations  are  referred 
to  a  plurality  of  races,  not  even  excepting  the  Caucasian.  For 
example,  the  Peruvians,  Muyscas  and  Mexicans,  are  by  some 
advocates  of  this  system,  supposed  to  be  Malays  or  Polynesians, 
and  all  the  savage  tribes  Mongolians ;  whence  the  civilization 
of  the  one  and  the  barbarism  of  the  other.  But  we  insist 
that  the  origin  of  these  two  great  divisions  must  have  been 
the  same,  because  all  their  ethnographic  characters,  not  ei- 
cepting  the  construction  of  their  numberless  languages,  go  to 
enforce  an  identity  of  race. 

Another  doctrine  which  has  had  many  disciples,  (among 
whom  was  the  late  Lord  Kingsborough,  author  of  Mexican 
Antiquities)  teaches  that  the  whole  American  population  is 
descended  from  th(3  Jews,  through  the  ten  lost  tribes  which 
were  carried  away  by  Salmanazer,  King  of  Assyria.  Here 
again  the  differencos  of  physical  organization  should  set  this 
question  at  rest  fotever ;  but  independently  of  these,  can  we 
suppose  that  people  so  tenacious  as  the  Jews,  of  their  litera- 
ture, language,  and  religion,  should  not  have  preserved  a  soli- 
tary unequivocal  ULcmorial  of  either  among  the  multitudinous 
tribes  of  this  continent,  if  any  direct  affiliation  had  ever  ex- 
isted between  them  ?  In  short,  we  coincide  in  opinion  with 
a  facetious  author  who  sums  up  all  the  evidence  of  the  case 
with  the  conclusion,  that  '^  the  Jewish  theory  cannot  be  true 
for  the  simple  reasr)n  that  it  is  impossible." 

We  feel  assured  that  the  same  objection  bears  not  less 
strongly  on  every  other  hypothesis  which  deduces  any  portion 
of  the  American  nations  from  a  Caucasian  source.  In  order 
to  solve  the  problem  of  the  origin  of  the  monuments  of 
America,  independsntly  of  any  agency  of  the  aboriginal  race, 
an  opinion  has  been  advanced  that  they  are  the  work  of  a 
branch  of  the  great  Cyclopean  family  of  the  old  world,  known 
by  the  various  designations  of  the  Shepherd  Kings  of  Egypt, 
the  Anakim  of  Syria,  the  Oscans  of  Etruriaand  the  Pelasgians 
of  Greece.    These  wandering  masons^  as  they  are  also  called. 
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are  supposed  to  have  passed  from  Asia  into  America  at  a  very 
early  epoch  of  history,  and  to  have  built  those  more  ancient 
monuments  which  are  attributed  to  the  Toltecan  nation. 
This  view,  supported  as  it  is  by  some  striking  resemblances, 
and  especially  in  architectural  decoration,  leaves  various  im- 
portant difficulties  entirely  unexplained :  it  necessarily  pre- 
supposes a  great  influx  of  foreigners  to  account  for  such  nu- 
merous and  gigantic  remains  of  human  ingenuity  and  effort, 
at  the  same  time  that  no  trace  of  this  exotic  family  can 
be  detected  in  the  existing  Indian  population.  They  and 
their  arts  are  equally  eradicated ;  and  we  can  only  conceive 
of  the  presence  of  these  migratory  strangers  in  small  and 
isolated  groups,  which  might  have  modified  the  arts  of  an 
antecedent  civilization,  while  they  themselves  were  too  few 
in  number  to  transmit  their  lineaments  to  any  aboriguial  com- 
munity. 

Closely  allied  to  this  theory,  is  that  of  our  ingenious  coun- 
tryman, Mr.  Delafield,  who  derives  the  demi-civiUzed  nations 
of  America  from  <<  the  Cuthites  who  built  the  monuments  of 
Egypt  and  Indostan."  He  supposes  them  to  have  traversed  all 
Asia  to  reach  Behring's  strait,  and  thus  to  have  entered  Amer* 
ica  at  its  northwest  angle,  whence  they  made  their  way  by 
slow  journeys  to  the  central  regions  of  the  continent.  Our 
objections  to  this  theory  will  be  found  in  what  has  been 
already  stated ;  and  we  may  merely  add,  that  the  route  by 
which  the  author  conducts  his  pilgrim  adventurers,  appears  to 
constitute  the  least  plausible  portion  of  his  theory.  Mr.  Dela- 
field supposes  the  barbarous  tribes  to  be  of  a  different  stock, 
and  refers  them  to  the  Mongolians  of  Asia ;  thus  adopting  the 
idea  of  a  plurality  of  races. 

We  shall  lastly  notice  an  imaginative  classification  which 
separates  the  aborigines  of  America  into  four  species  of  men, 
exclusive  of  the  Eskimaux.  This  curious  but  unphilosophi- 
cal  hypothesis  has  been  advanced  by  Bory  de  St.  Vincent,  a 
French  naturalist  of  distinction,  who  considers  the  civilized 
nations  to  be  cognate  with  the  Malays,  and  designates  them 
by  the  collective  name  of  the  Neptunian  species  ;  while  to 
his  three  remaining  species,  ^i—  the  Ck>lumbian,  the  American 
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and  the  Patagonian,  he  assigns  certain  vague  geographical 
limits,  without  establishing  any  distinctive  characteristics  of 
the  people  themselves.  The  system  is  so  devoid  of  founda- 
tion in  nature,  so  fanciful  in  all  its  details,  as  hardly  to  meiit 
a  serious  analysis ;  and  we  have  introduced  it  on  the  ptesevx 
occasion  to  illustrate  the  extravagance  and  the  poverty  of 
some  of  the  hypotheses  which  have  been  resorted  to  in  expla- 
nation of  the  problem  before  us. 

Once  for  all  I  repeat  my  conviction,  that  the  study  d 
physical  conformation  alone,  excludes  every  branch  of  the 
Caucasian  race  from  any  obvious  participation  in  the  peopling 
of  this  continent.  If  the  Egyptians,*  Hindoos,  Phenicians  or 
Gauls  have  ever,  by  accident  or  design,  planted  colonies  iu 
America,  these  must  have  been,  sooner  or  later,  dispersed  and 
lost  in  the  waves  of  a  vast  indigenous  population.  Such  we 
know  to  have  been  the  fact  with  the  Northmen,  whose  repeat- 
ed, though  very  partial  settlements  in  the  present  New  Eng- 
land States,  from  the  tenth  to  the  thirteenth  centuries,  are  now 
matter  of  history ;  yet,  in  the  country  itself,  they  have  not 
left  a  single  indisputable  trace  of  their  sojourn. 

In  fine,  our  own  conclusion,  long  ago  deduced  from  a 
patient  examination  of  the  facts  thus  briefly  and  inadequately 
stated,  is,  that  the  American  race  is  essentially  separate  and 
peculiar,  whether  we  regard  it  in  its  physical,  its  moral,  or  its 
intellectual  relations.  To  us  there  are  no  direct  or  obvious 
links  between  the  people  of  the  old  world  and  the  new ;  for 

*  With  respect  to  the  Egyptiaim  and  Hindoos  ai  ioToIved  in  thii  queitioo,  I 
can  upeak  without  ruscrvation.  Through  the  kindneaa  of  an  accomplished 
gentleman  and  scholar,  George  R.  Gliddon,  E^q.,  late  United  Slates  Consul  at 
Cairo,  1  h.ive  n*rf;ived  ninety  heads  of  Egyptian  mummies  from  the  tombs  of 
Abydus,  Thobcs  and  Memphis ;  and  1  unhesitatingly  declare,  that,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  which  have  a  mixed  character,  and  resemble  the  Coptic 
form,  the  conformation  throughout  is  that  of  the  Caucasian  race.  In  every 
instance  in  which  the  hair  lias  been  presorvcd,  it  is  long,  soft  and  curling,  aod 
indeed  as  silky  as  that  of  the  most  polished  Europeans  of  the  present  time.  I 
am  now  preparing,  with  the  title  of  Crania  JEgyptiaca^  a  brief  ezpoeition  of  the 
facts  connected  with  these  interesting  relics  of  antiquity. 

I  possess  also  about  thirty  crania  of  the  Hindoos,  among  which  thera  is  not 
one  that  could  be  mistaken  for  an  Indian  skull.  In  fact  there  is  an  obTioiu 
contrast  between  them  in  all  respects  excepting  the  internal  capacity,  which  u 
nevly  the  aame  in  the  Hindoo  and  Petuvian. 
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even  admitting  the  seeming  analogies  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  these  are  so  few  in  number  and  evidently  so  casual 
as  not  to  invalidate  the  main  position :  and  even  should  it 
be  hereafter  shown,  that  the  arts,  sciences  and  religion  of 
America,  can  be  traced  to  an  exotic  source,  I  maintain  that 
the  organic  characters  of  the  people  themselves,  through  all 
their  endless  ramifications  of  tribes  and  nations,  prove  them  to 
belong  to  one  and  the  same  race,  and  that  this  race  is  distinct 
from  all  others. 

This  idea  may  at  first  view  seem  incompatible  with  the 
history  of  man,  as  recorded  in  the  Sacred  Writings.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  fact.  Where  others  can  see  nothing  but 
chance,  we  can  perceive  a  wise  and  obvious  design,  displayed 
in  the  original  adaptation  of  the  several  races  of  men  to  those 
varied  circumstances  of  climate  and  locality,  which,  while 
congenial  to  the  one,  are  destructive  to  the  other.  The  evi- 
dences of  history  and  the  Egyptian  monuments  go  to  prove 
that  these  races  were  as  distinctly  stamped  three  thousand 
five  hundred  years  ago  as  they  are  now ;  and,  in  fact,  that 
they  are  coeval  with  the  primitive  dispersion  of  our  species. 


Art.  XVI.— descriptions  AND  FIGURES  OF  THE  ARANEI- 
DES OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  By  Nicholas  Marcellub 
Heictz,  Florence,  Ala. 

[CoDtiooed  from  pa^  57.  ] 

Genus.     Atypus,  Latr.     Oletera,  Walck. 

Characters.  Cheliceres  large  with  a  fang  nearly  equal  to 
their  length,  articulated  dovmward ;  maxillce  tapering  up- 
ward, insertion  of  the  palpi  lateral ;  lip  concealed ;  eyes 
eight,  subequaly  collected  in  front  of  the  cephalothorax,  two  in 
the  centre,  and,  on  each  side  of  these,  there  is  a  cluster  ;  feet, 
4.  1.  2.  3. 

Habits.  Araneides  sedentary,  dwelling  in  silk  tubes  placed 
in  the  ground. 
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Observations,  The  habits  of  the  animals  of  this  subgenus 
are  but  little  known,  owing  to  the  obscure  locations  which 
they  select.     They  are  probably  nocturnal. 

ATYPUS  NIGER. 

Description.  Deep  black  ;  cephalothorax  flattened,  homy, 
with  three  depressions ;  a  white  membrane  at  the  base  of  the 
cheliceres.     A  small  species. 

Observations,  A  solitary  individual  (a  male)  was  found  in 
June,  on  newly  turned  soil,  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  by  the 
son  of  the  late  Prof.  W.  D.  Peck.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  A,  rufipes  found  by  Mr.  Milbert,  near  Philadelphia. 

Habitat.     Massachusetts. 

PI.  VIII.  Fig.  1.     Atypui  niger.    a.  lu  trophi.    h,  Itt  eyea. 

Genus.     Dtsdcra.     Latr.     Walck. 

Characters.  Cfieliceres  large,  fa'ngs  orHculaiod  inward; 
inuxillcB  straight,  wide  at  base,  narrowed  above  the  insertion 
of  the  palpi,  inner  edge  cut  obliquely  towards  the  point ;  lip 
half  as  long  as  the  maxillcB,  emarginate  at  tip  ;  eyes  six, 
subequal,  four  in  a  line  curved  towards  the  base,  and  one  each 
side  nearer  the  anterior  edge,  but  leaving  an  open  space 
between  thein  ;  feet,  first  pair  longest,  the  second  and  fourth 
nearly  equal,  the  third  shortest. 

Habits,  Araneides  sedentary,  dwelling  in  silken  tubes, 
under  stones  or  in  crevices. 

Observations.  The  large  size  of  the  cheliceres,  and  other 
minor  characters,  show  some  affinity  to  Mtgale.  The  only 
species  here  described  being  made  known  to  me  by  Dr.  T.  W. 
Harris,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  many  facts  necessary  to  give 
a  good  history  of  this  subgenus. 

DYSDERA  liNTERRlTA. 

Description,  Ferruginous  ;  cephalothorax  and  trophi 
piceous. 

Observations,  This  species  was  communicated  to  me  by 
my  excellent  friend  Dr.  T.  W.  Harris,  of  Massachusetts,  who 
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sent  me  the  male  and  the  female,  also,  with  a  correct  sketch  of 
both  sexes.  It  inhabits  that  State  and  was  found  in  cavities 
under  ground,  under  rotten  wood,  &c.,  in  the  month  of  May. 

PI.  VIII.  Fig.  2.    Dysdera  interrita.    a.  Its  tropbi.    b.  Itp  eyes. 

Genus.     Ptlarus.     Mihi. 

Characters.  Cheliceres  smally  fang  very  short,  maxiUtB 
slightly  inclined  over  the  lip,  long  and  slightly  rounded  at 
tip ;  lip  tapering,  ha\f  as  long  as  the  maxillcB ;  eyes  six, 
equal,  in  three  pairs,  two  in  the  middle,  and  two  eaeh  side, 
placed  diagonally  on  a  common  elevation,  nearer  the  anterior 
edge  ;  feet,  first,  second  and  fourth  pairs  subequal,  third  short- 
est,  penultimate  joint  of  the  first  pair  armed  with  Iiooks  in 
the  male. 

Habits.  Araneides  sedentary,  forming  a  silken  tube  in 
crevices  of  walls,  with  a  few  threads  spreading  firom  the  ori- 
fice unto  the  edge  of  the  crevice,  the  spider  watching  near 
the  entrance  with  its  three  anterior  legs  extended  out. 

Observations.  This  subgenus  which  was  first  confounded 
by  me  with  Dtsdera,  differs  from  it  by  the  small  size  of  its 
cheliceres,  and  the  position  of  its  eyes.  By  the  habits  of  the 
spiders  which  compose  it,  it  bears  close  affinity  to  Segestria, 
but  the  position  of  its  eyes  is  reversed.  It  is  obvious  that  as 
this  is  not  Segestbia,  and  cannot  be  referred  to  Dysdera,  it 
must  constitute  a  new  subgenus. 

1.  PYLARUS  BICOLOR. 

Description.  Cephalothorax  piceous  ;  abdomen  bluish- 
black  ;  first  and  second  pairs  of  legs  blackish,  hairy,  third  and 
fourth  piceous.  Male  piceous ;  abdomen  with  the  base  and 
sides  paler ;  feet  with  few  hairs,  penult  joint  of  the  first  pair 
crooked  and  with  two  strong  spines,  the  antepenult  with  about 
four  strong  bristles  on  each  side. 

Observations.  This  spider,  which  is  very  common  in  Ala- 
bama, makes  its  tubular  habitation  in  the  crevices  of  walls, 
commonly  waiting  near  the  orifice  with  its  three  first  pairs  of 
legs  directed  forwards.    Its  silken  tube  spreads  out  on  the  out- 

29 
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side,  and,  whenever  an  insect  touches  one  of  the  threads,  the 
spider  issues  out  with  the  rapidity  of  a  hawk  and  seizes  its 
victim,  which  it  carries  immediately  within.  In  damp,  rainy 
nights,  the  males  and  females  are  often  found  wandering  from 
their  homes.  The  male,  which  is  provided  with  very  unusual 
means  of  defence  on  its  first  pair  of  legs,  is  nevertheless  ex- 
cessively cautious  in  his  approach  to  the  residence  of  the 
female.  He  advances  with  the  utmost  caution,  remaining 
motionless  near  the  entrance  for  hours.  This  takes  place  in 
October.  I  once  observed  a  male  in  that  situation,  and  wish- 
ing to  secure  him,  suddenly  transfixed  hiscephalothorax  with 
a  pin,  when  the  female  furiously  rushed  out  and  boldly  grasp- 
ed him,  struggling  to  carry  him  off ;  and  she  nearly  succeed- 
ed in  robbing  me  of  my  prey,  which  she  seemed  to  consider 
her  own.  I  have  found  this  species  hibernating  in  silken 
tubes,  along  with  various  species  of  Attus,  in  December  and 
January.  This  proves  that  Dtsdbra  pumila  is  not  a  variety 
of  it. 

Habitat.    North  Alabama. 


PI.  VUI.  Fig.  3.    Pylarus  bicolor.  9  .    a.ltstrophi.    ^.  ItiejM.    Fig.  4.  The 
^  of  Pjrlarus  bicolor.    a.  Iti  right  palpus. 

2     PTLARUS  PUMILUS. 

Description.  Livid  yellow  ;  abdomen  dusky  on  the  disk 
and  towards  the  apex  ]  first  and  second  pairs  of  legs  with  the 
two  last  joints  dusky  ;  hairy. 

Observations.  This  species  is  usually  found  under  the 
bark  of  trees,  enclosed  in  silk  tubes. 

Habitat.    North  Carolina,  North  Alabama. 

PI.  VIII.  Fig.  5.    Pjlarus  pumilos. 

Oenus.    FiLisTATA.     Latr. 

Characters.  Cheliceres  small,  incapable  of  reciprocal  mo- 
tion, fang  very  small ;  maxillce  bent  and  surrounding  the 
lip,  terminating  in  a  point ;  lip  more  than  half  the  length  of 
the  maxilkB,  toidest  in  the  middle,  ending  in  a  point ;  eyes 
eighty  subequal,  pla4:ed  closely  tog^her  on  a  common  deoaOot^ 
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two  in  the  centre,  vsuaUy  blackj  three  on  etich  side,  leaving  a 
space  above  and  below  opened  towards  the  middle  ones  ;  feet, 
1.  4.  2.  3. 

Habits.  Araneides  sedentary,  forming  a  tube  of  silk  in 
the  crevices  of  old  walls,  with  loose  threads  spread  out  round 
the  orifice,  the  spider  usually  watching  at  the  entrance. 

Observations.  The  characters  derived  from  the  chelicereSi 
which  are  articulated  together  so  as  to  allow  of  little  or  no  re- 
ciprocal motion,  is  peculiar  to  this  subgenus.  On  the  whole,  it 
seems  to  have  a  greater  affinity  to  Clotho  thsin  to  any  of  the 
Tetrapneum ONES  of  Latreillo ;  and,  by  its  habits,  it  is  closely 
related  to  my  Ptlarus  and  to  Segestria.  Independent  of  the 
difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  pulmonary  orifices,  these  points 
of  affinity  between  Dipneumones  and  Tetiiapneumon2s' show 
that  the  distinction  may  prove  an  artificial  one. 

1.    FILISTATA  HIBERNALIS. 

Description.  Deep  mouse-colored,  covered  with  fine  short 
hair;  cephalothoraz  darker;  cheliceres  small.  Male  pale 
grey  or  livid  ;  palpi  excessively  long,  two  middle  eyes  black, 
the  others  shining  white. 

Observations.  It  makes  a  tubular  habitation  of  silk  in 
crevices  on  old  walls  or  rocks,  throwing  an  irregular  web 
which  is  spread  on  the  wall  or  stone  around  the  aperture.  It 
comes  out  occasionally  during  the  winter,  but  cold  is  apt  to 
render  it  torpid,  and  it  then  remains  several  days  in  the  same 
situation,  moving  slightly  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  In  walk- 
ing, it  uses  its  palpi  like  feet,  and  these  organs  are  very  long,  * 
particularly  in  the  male.  I  saw  one  of  this  species  change 
its  skin  in  confinement.  It  had  previously  lost  a  leg  by  some 
accident,  but  after  moulting,  it  had  a  new  one  which  had  all 
its  joints,  only  a  little  shorter  than  the  natural  size ;  its 
cocoon  is  spherical. 

Habitat.  South  Carolina  on  the  sea-coast.  North  Alabama 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee. 

PI.  VIII.  Fig.  I.    Filifltata  hiberaaliB.  % .    a.  Its  trophi,  with  the  palpi  of  the 
^ .    b.hm  eyes. 


b 
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2.  FILISTATA  CAPITATA. 

Description.  Dusky  brown  ;  eyes  much  elevated,  cephalo- 
thorax  with  a  deep  longitudinal  impression,  beginning  above 
the  eyes  and  not  reaching  the  base ;  cheliceres  not  closely  ar- 
ticulated together ;  abdomen  and  feet  with  short  hairs. 

Observations,  This  species,  communicated  to  me  by  Mr. 
Thomas  R.  Dutton,  was  brought  by  him  from  Georgia,  where 
it  inhabits  crevices  like  Filtstata  hibemalis.  No  females 
were  brought.  It  is  strange  that  its  cheliceres  are  not  joined 
together  as  in  that  species.  The  trophi  in  other  respects  cor- 
respond entirely  with  it. 

Habitat.     Georgia. 

PI.  VII  (.  Fig.  7.    Filistalaeapitata,^  . 

Genus.     Lycosa.     Latr. 

Characters.  Cheliceres  large,  fangs  modertUe;  maxiWB 
short,  parallel,  cut  obliquely  at  the  tip  ;  Up  shorty  slightly 
emarginate  at  the  upper  edge,  which  is  slightly  narrower 
than  the  base ;  eyes  eight,  unequxil,  four  small  placed  ante- 
riorly in  a  straight  or  slightly  curved  line,  two  large  placed 
above  the  two  external  ones  of  the  first  line,  two  of  middle 
size  placed  further  out  towards  the  base  and  nearly  forming 
a  square  with  the  intermediate  ones  ;  feet,  4.  1.  2.  3. 

Habits.  Araneidcs  making  no  web,  wandering  for  prey, 
hiding  under  stones  and  frequently  making  holes  in  the 
ground  in  which  they  dwell,  making  at  the  orifice  a  ring  of 
silk,  forming  a  consolidated  entrance  ;  cocoon  usually  orbicu- 
lar, often  carried  about  by  the  mother,  the  young  borne  on 
the  back  of  her  abdomen. 

Observations.  The  subgenus  Lycosa  is  not  variable  in  its 
characters  like  Dolomedei.  The  lower  row  of  eyes  is 
straight  in  some  species  and  more  or  less  curved  in  others,  but 
I  could  not  avail  myself  of  this  to  make  any  satisfactory  sub- 
division. The  upper  mammulae,  it  is  true,  are  longer  in 
Lycosa  lenta,  but  I  found  them  to  vary  in  length  in  others 
8o  imperceptibly  that  I  could  not  adopt  any  of  the  three  fam- 
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ilies  of  Walckenaer,  which  appear  to  me  quite  artificial. 
These  spiders  are  the  eagles  and  lions  of  the  family.  They 
are  found  swarming  on  the'  ground,  running  with  great  agili- 
ty, a  property  belonging  to  those  spiders  in  which  the  fourth 
pair  of  legs  is  longest.  Most  are  usually  found  wandering  for 
prey,  except  when  engaged  in  maternal  duties  ;  others  dwell 
in  holes  several  inches  deep,  well  rounded  and  supplied  with 
a  ring  of  silk  and  little  straws,  consolidated  so  as  to  prevent 
the  crumbling  of  the  earth.  I  have  found  one  of  these,  in 
the  winter,  which  was  supplied  with  a  lid,  and  probably  they 
all  close  the  orifice  for  hibernation.  The  mother  carries  its 
cocoon  attached  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  abdomen.  Small 
species  ramble  about  with  these  ;  but  the  larger  ones  watch 
them  in  their  habitation  or  under  stones.  The  moment  the 
young  ones  are  hatched,  they  climb  on  the  abdomen  of  the 
mother,  and  remain  there  for  a  considerable  time.  They 
give  a  monstrous  and  horrible  appearance  to  the  mother, 
which  seems  hairy  and  twice  as  large  as  usual.  If  the 
parent  be  touched  or  forcibly  arrested,  the  young  Spiders  in- 
stantly disperse  and  disappear.  The  motlier  when  deprived 
of  its  cocoon  seems  to  loose  all  her  ferocity  and  activity,  but 
if  it  be  placed  near  her,  the  moment  she  perceives  it,  these 
powers  return,  and  she  rushes  to  the  cocoon,  which  she  grasps 
with  renewed  vigor.  She  defends  her  progeny  to  the  last, 
and  her  feet  can  be  torn  from  her  one  by  one,  before  she  can 
be  compelled  to  abandon  her  treasure.  Thus  can  maternal 
tenderness  be  exhibited  in  beings  which  are  relentless  to 
their  own  species  and  even  to  the  sex  which  gives  life  to  its 
progeny.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  distinguish  the  different 
species  of  Lycosa,  owing  to  the  infinite  varieties  in  colors, 
marking  and  size.  Future  writers  will  probably  clear  the 
confusion  which  I  boast  not  of  having  removed  during 
twenty  years  of  studious  attention  to  this  subgenus. 

1.  LYCOaA  FATIFERA. 

Description.  Bluish  black ;  cephalothorax  deeper  in 
color  at  the  sides ;  cheliceres  covered  with  rufous  hairs  and 
with  a  red  elevation  on  their  external  side  near  their  base ; 
one  of  the  largest  species. 
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Observations.  This  formidable  species  dwells  in  holes,  ten 
or  twelve  inches  in  depth,  in  light  soil,  which  it  digs  itself; 
for  the  cavity  is  always  proportionate  to  the  size  of  the  spider. 
The  orifice  of  the  hole  has  a  ring,  made  chiefly  of  silk,  which 
prevents  the  soil  from  falling  in  when  it  rains.  This  Ltcosa, 
probably  as  large  as  the  TaranhUa  of  the  South  of  Europe, 
is  common  in  Massachusetts ;  but  we  have  not  heard  of  serious 
accidents  produced  by  its  bite.  Its  poison,  however,  must  be 
of  the  same  nature  and  as  virulent.  The  reason  perhaps  why 
nothing  is  said  of  its  venom,  is,  that  so  very  few  instances  can 
have  occurred  of  its  biting  any  body.  All  persons  shun 
spiders,  and  these  shun  mankind  still  more.  Moreover  their 
cheliccres  cannot  open  at  an  angle  which  can  enable  them  to 
grasp  a  large  object.  Without  denjring  its  power  to  poison, 
which  it  certainly  has,  it  is  well  to  expose  popular  errors,  such 
as  that  of  the  Romans  in  regard  to  the  bite  of  the  shrew 
which  it  is  now  proved  cannot  open  its  mouth  wide  enough 
to  bite  at  all.  This  spider,  when  captured,  shows  some 
combativeness,  and  has  unconunon  tenacity  of  life.  It  is  a 
laborious  task  to  dig  down  its  deep  hole  with  the  care  neces- 
sary not  to  injure  it.  I  have  at  times  introduced  a  long  slen- 
der straw  downward,  till  I  could  feel  a  resistance,  and  also  the 
struggle  of  the  tenant ;  and  I  could  perceive  that  it  bit  the 
straw.  In  one  or  two  instances,  by  lifting  the  straw  grad- 
ually, I  brought  up  the  enraged  spider  still  biting  the  inert 
instrument  of  its  wrath.  It  probably  lives  many  years.  A 
piceous  variety  is  found  in  Alabama,  with  the  two  first  joints 
of  the  legs,  pectus  and  abdomen  yellowish  underneath,  or 
lighter  in  color. 

Habitat,     Meissachusetts,  North  Alabama. 

PI.  VIIl  Fig.  8.    Lycosa  fatifera,    a.  Ita  trophi.    6.  Itaeyes. 

2.  LYCOSA  (TARANTULA)  CAROLINENSIS  ?  Boms.  M.  9. 

Description,  Mouse-colored;  cephalothomx  with  an  inr 
dented  blackish  mark  at  base ;  cheliceres  covered  with  rufous 
hairs  in  front,  and  with  a  red  elevation ;  abdomen  with  several 
whitish  dots  and  angular  transverse  lines  on  the  disk,  sides 
nearly  white ;  beneath,  usually  quite  bbuck^  except  the  legs, 
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which  are  whitish,  the  joints  tipped  with  black.  Male  with 
nearly  the  same  marks,  very  black  beneath.  Attains  a  very 
large  size. 

Observations,  This  spider  has  the  same  habits  as  L.  fa- 
tiferaj  making  deep  excavations  in  the  ground.  It  is  fre- 
quently found  under  stones,  and  possibly  it  is  in  such  places, 
nearer  the  surface,  that  the  eggs  are  hatched.  The  female 
carries  her  young  on  her  back,  fvesenting  a  hideous  aspect, 
being  then  apparently  covered  with  animated  warts.  The 
little  monsters  have  the  instinct,  if  the  mother  is  much  dis- 
turbed, to  escape  and  scatter  in  all  directions.  The  male,  not 
unfrequently  of  an  enormous  size,  is  often  found  wandering 
in  October  and  November,  in  Alabama,  and  sometimes  enters 
houses. 

Habitat    North  Carolina,  Georgia,  North  Alabama. 

PI.  VIII.  Fig.  9.  L.  (Tarantala)  Carolinensis  ?  a.  Out  leg,  leen  underneath. 


Art.  XVIL— descriptions  OP  THE  PISHES  OF  LAKE  ERIE, 
THE  OHIO  RIVER  AND  THEIR  TRIBUTARIEa  Br  Jarxd 
P.  EiRTLAino,  M*  D. 

[Continned  firom  page  26.] 

COBBOONUS.      CuV. 

C.  Artedi.  Le  Sueur.    The  Herring-Salmon. 

Car$gonuM  arUdi.    Le  Sueur.    Jour.  Acad.  Nat.  Sciencea,  p.  231. 
*'  '*         Richardson.    Fauna  Boreali-Amer.,  p.  203. 

*'  •'        Kirtland.    Report  on  the  Zoology  of  Ohio,  p.  193. 

PUte  IX.      Pig.  1. 

Le  Sueur's  description  of  this  species,  contained  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  <<  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
of  Philadelphia,"  I  copy  entire. 

''  C.  Artedi.  Body  sub-fusiform,  a  little  elevated  at  the 
back ;  head  small,  having  an  osseous  radiated  plate,  which  is 
covered  by  the  skin  ;  snout  pointed. 
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In  form  this  species  approaches  the  Scombers ;  a  sectiou 
of  it  is  oval.  Head  small  and  narrow ;  snout  short,  termina- 
ted by  small  intermaxillaries ;  maxittaries  wide,  sharp-edged 
as  in  the  herring,  edges  entire ;  mandibles  carinate,  producing 
inversely  a  triangular  pedunculate  expansion,  very  small  con- 
ical teeth  inserted  in  the  skin  of  the  lips,  at  the  extremity  of 
the  jaws :  these  teeth  were  sufficiently  manifest  in  a  small  in- 
dividual, but  not  visible  in  a  larger  one,  a  female,  which  came 
under  my  observation.  Rays  in  the  osseous  plate  of  the  head 
tubular,  and  open  at  the  exterior,  some  tending  backwards, 
and  others  towards  the  end  of  the  snout.  A  faint  carinated 
line  divides  the  top  of  the  head  in  the  dried  specimens.  Lat- 
eral /tne  straight  and  near  the  middle ;  nostrils  double,  close  to 
the  end  of  the  snout,  and  articulation  of  the  maxillaries; 
scales  round,  approximated,  easily  falling  off ;  the  base  of  the 
tail  is  covered  with  them. 

Color,  Ash  blue  at  the  back,  paler  and  silvery  on  the  rest  of 
the  body,  with  yellow  tints  on  the  tail,  head  and  dorsal ;  iris 
whitish,  pupil  black. 

B.  9;  P.  16;  D.  12;  V.  12;  A.  13;  C.  f  rays. 

Length  ten  to  twelve  inches.  Very  delicate  food.  Taken 
in  Lake  Erie,  and  at  Lewiston,  Upper  Canada.    Called  He^ 

ring-Salmon." 

Observations,  The  specimens  I  have  seen  of  this  species, 
were  more  highly  colored  than  those  described  by  Le  Sueur. 
The  upper  surface  of  the  head  is  tinged  with  green  ;  the  back 
is  of  a  bluish  ash-color  and  olive,  fading  on  the  sides  to  sky- 
blue  ;  the  sides  and  abdomen  of  a  brilliant  silver  lustre. 
The  side  of  the  head  anterior  to  the  eye  is  delicately  diapha- 
nous, and  the  gill-covers  are  slightly  touched  in  different  parts 
with  a  metallic  lustre. 

The  rays  of  the  caudal  fin  are  so  much  blended,  that  they 
cannot  be  accurately  counted. 

It  is  taken  in  the  month  of  September  at  Cleveland,  in 
considerable  numbers,  and  is  decidedly  the  best  fish  for  eating 
obtained  in  that  vicinity. 


and  its  Tributaries.  S3a 

Esox.    Lin. 
E.  retkulatus.    Le  Sueur.     The  Pickerel.    Pike. 


E90Z  retiadrntus.    Le  Saear,  Jour.  Acad.  Nat.  ScivnceB,  Vol.  I.  p.  414. 

Kirtland.    Report  on  the  Zoology  of  Ohio,  p.  194. 
Storer.    Report  on  the  Ichthyol.  of  Man.,  p.  97. 
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Plate  X.     Fig.  2. 

Hecul  elongate,  sloping  from  the  base  of  the  skull  to  the 
tip  of  the  nose,  longitudinally  sulcate  between  the  eyes. 

Lower  jaw  longer,  the  front  teeth  short,  the  lateral  elevated 
and  larger  ;  a  series  of  large  glandular  orifices  evident  on  the 
edge  of  the  lower  jaw  and  preoperculum. 

Body  sub-cylindric,  comi^ressed  laterally;  back  rounded, 
slightly  depressed  longitudinally  before  the  dorsal  fin ;  scales 
emarginate,  small. 

Dorsal  and  anal  fins  rounded,  the  former  larger,  the 
latter  slightly  posterior,  both  placed  on  fleshy  bases. 

Caudal  Jin  bi-lobed,  lobes  obtuse,  rounded. 

Ventral  and  pectoral  Jins  small,  short  and  fiedcate. 

Color.  Head  and  back  deep  olive  and  green,  sides  yellow- 
ish, marked  with  oblique  and  longitudinal  bars  of  green, 
which  give  them  a  reticulated  appearance ;  throcU  and  bMjf 
white.  Dorsaly  caudal  and  anal  fins  yellowish  and  reddish, 
reticulated  in  a  similar  manner  with  bands  and  spots  of 
deep  olive  or  green. 

Length.  The  specimen  before  me  is  21  inches.  Some 
are  taken  thai  are  4  feet  in  length. 

Habitat.  Lake  Erie,  the  Ohio  river  and  most  of  their 
tributaries. 

D.  18 ;  C.  20;  A.  16;  V.  11 ;  P.  16  rays. 

Observations.  The  drawing  was  made  from  a  specimen 
taken  at  Cleveland.  The  colors  were  darker  and  more  bril- 
liant than  in  any  that  I  have  seen.  The  number  of  rays  in 
the  caudal  and  anal  fins  does  not  agree  with  Le  Sueur's  de- 
scription. 

It  is  probably  specifically  identical  with  the  fish  known  in 
30 
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ponds  and  rivers  of  the  Atlantic  States  tinder  the  same  name, 
but  from  locality,  assumes  some  variety  of  form  and  colors, 
and  also  attains  a  greater  size  in  the  large  Western  Lakes, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country.  Those  taken  in  the 
Ohio  are  generally  of  a  smaller  size. 

Anguilla.     Cuv. 
A.  lutea.    Raf.    The  YeUow  Eel. 

Jnguilla  luUa,    Raf.    Ichtby.  Ohien.  p.  7B. 
^       iatiatmda,    Raf.    Ichtby.  Ohien.  p.  77. 

Plate  XI.    Pig.  2. 

Head  flattened,  abruptly  elevated  behind  the  eyes,  ventri- 
cose  beneath  the  throat :  jaws  short,  furnished  with  numer- 
ous minute  teeth,  clustered  and  extending  upon  the  anteri(M' 
part  of  the  vomer :  lower  jaw  projecting :  eyes  small,  situa- 
ted above  the  angles  of  the  mouth. 

Body  cylindric,  elongate  and  fusiform,  covered  with  mi- 
nute oval-oblong  scales,  evident  to  the  naked  eye  only  when 
the  skin  is  dessicated.  Vent  anterior  to  the  middle  of  the 
body:  lateral  line  commences  before  the  pectoral  fins  and 
is  flexuous  above  that  fin. 

Pectoral  Jin  small,  obovate-falcate ;  with  about  15  rays. 

Dorsalj  caudal  and  anal  fins  continuous  and  uninterrupt- 
ed, wider  above  and  near  the  tip  of  the  body,  acuminate  at 
the  extremity.  The  dorsal  commences  anterior  to  the  anal, 
and  immediately  behind  the  vent ;  numerously  rayed. 

Length  from  2  to  3  feet.  The  specimen  fix)m  which  the 
drawing  was  made  was  2  feet  9  inches  long  ;  6  inches  in  cir* 
cumference  at  the  commencement  of  the  dorsal  fin  and  4  { 
inches  behind  the  base  of  the  pectorals.  From  the  tip 
of  the  lower  jaw  to  the  base  of  the  pectoral  fin,  4  inches ; 
and  from  the  last  point  to  the  vent,  11  inches. 

Color.   Yellowish-brown  on  its  sides  and  back,  and  whitish 
on  the  belly ;  the  two  colors  meeting  abruptly  on  the  sides  of 
the  abdomen. 
Habitat.     Ohio  and  its  laiget  Itvbulaxves. 
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Observations.  This  species  was  occasionally  seen  in  the 
markets  of  Cincinnati  three  years  since,  and  being  informed 
that  it  could  be  obtained  at  any  time,  I  took  no  pains  to  se- 
cure a  specimen.  Since  that  time,  I  have  never  met  with  it, 
and  am  therefore  compelled  to  make  a  sketch  from  a  well 
prepared  specimen  in  the  Western  Museum  in  this  city,  and 
which  Mr.  Bartlett  has  had  the  politeness  to  place  in  my  hands 
for  the  purpose. 

This  specimen  is  labelled  <'  Murena,  or  Anguilla  laticaudata" 
of  Raf.  It  differs  from  the  description  of  that  species  in 
having  the  dorsal  fin  commence  so  far  behind  the  pectoral  fins, 
and  the  tail  acuminate  at  its  extremity.  Further  observation 
may  decide  that  Mr.  Rafinesque  has  made  two  species  out  of 
mere  varieties. 

None  of  the  species  of  this  genus  originally  inliabited  Lake 
Erie  or  its  tributaries ;  but  since  direct  communication  has 
been  opened  between  them  and  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  and  some  of  the  Atlantic  streams,  by  the 
construction  of  several  canals,  it  is  said  that  eels  are  beginning 
to  appear  in  the  Lake  and  some  of  the  Lake  streams. 

I  have  not  at  present  the  means  of  deciding  whether  some 
of  our  species  may  not  be  similar  to  those  of  the  Atlantic 
tributaries. 

Chatoessus.     Cuv. 

C.  ellipticus.    Kirtland.     The  Hickory  or  Gizzard-Shad. 

Chatdestus  elUptieus.    Kirtland.    Report  on  the  Zoology  of  Ohio,  p.  195. 
DoTOBomanotata.    (The  yoong.)    Rafineiquo.    Ichthy.  Ohien.,  p.  40. 

Plate  X.     Pig.  1. 

Head  small,  sub-oval,  compressed  on  its  sides,  i  the  total 
length ;  nose  globose,  obtuse  ;  mouth  small ;  upper  lip  emar* 
ginate,  thus  increasing  the  opening  of  the  mouth ;  lower  jaw 
closes  into  the  emargination.  Eyes  large,  circular  and  silvery. 
Body  oval,  elliptical ;  sides  flattened,  back  rounded,  abdomen 
compressed,  carinate  and  serrate :  lateral  line  not  apparent. 

Dorsal  fin  triangular ;  the  posterior  ray  greatly  elongated| 
recurved. 
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Caudal  fin  deeply  bilobed,  lobes  equal,  with  scales  extend- 
ing upon  the  base  of  the  rays. 

Anal  fin  narrow,  slightly  falciform. 

Ventral  fin  narrow,  short,  and  does  not  extend  as  &r  bock 
as  the  base  of  the  dorsal. 

Pectoral  fin  does  not  reach  to  the  commencement  of  the 
yentral  fin. 

Length  from  12  to  18  inches. 

Habitat.     Ohio  river  and  its  tributaries. 

Color.  Back  and  head  olive  and  bluish,  iridescent ;  sides 
silvery ;  abdomen  white,  fins,  dusky  brown. 

D.  13;  0.  22;  A.  32;  V.  — ;  P.  16  rays. 

Observations.  The  description  of  the  Dorosama  notata 
by  Mr.  Rafinesquc,  would  not  lead  us  to  suspect  thai  he  had 
this  fish  in  view,  yet  I  believe  such  was  the  case.  He  has 
applied  to  the  Dorosoma  the  same  popular  name  that  this  is 
known  by  in  our  markets.  The  characters  he  has  mentiooed 
of,  "a  large  brown  and  round  spot  above  the  base  of  the  lat- 
eral line  and  two  oblong  spots  of  an  emerald  color  above  the 
head"  are  equally  evident  in  the  young  of  our  species  but 
disappear  in  older  specimens. 

He  however  omits  to  notice  an  important  generic  charac- 
ter, the  elongated  posterior  ray  of  the  dorsal  fin  which  is  so 
peculiar  and  prominent  that  it  could  hardly  escape  observatioD. 

He  is  also  incorrect  in  saying  that  "  it  is  a  small  species, 
seldom  reaching  over  9  or  10  inches."  I  have  often  met  with 
it  measuring  18  inches  in  length. 

He  is  still  further  incorrect  in  his  statement  that  '<  it  comes 
in  the  Spring  and  disappears  in  the  Fall."  It  is  common  in 
the  market  of  Cincinnati  during  the  whole  of  winter. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  his  genus  Dorosoma^  as  it  was 
instituted  exclusively  to  embrace  this  one  species,  and  that 
species  adapts  itself  so  well  to  the  genus  Chatoessus. 

We  should,  however,  have  retained  the  specific  name  "  no- 
tatus,^^  had  not  the  preference  belonged  to  Le  Sueur's  Mega- 
lops  notatuSj  which  Cuvier  says  is  a  Chatoessus.  Le  Sueur 
published  his  description  in  1818,  and  Rafinesque  his  in 
1819  and '20. 
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It  receives  the  name  of  the  Oizzard-Shad  from  the  cir- 
camstance  that  it  possesses  a  muscular  stomach,  which  is 
large,  and  resembles  the  gizzard  of  a  gallinaceous  fowl. 

The  older  fishermen  inform  me,  that  its  appearance  in  this 
part  of  the  Ohio,  is  comparatively  rare ;  it  was  unknown  here 
until  the  last  twenty  years.    I  believe  it  never  bites  at  a  hook. 

A  singular  mortality  seems  to  have  befallen  this  species 
during  the  last  few  days.  From  the  1st  to  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, of  the  present  season,  1840,  the  weather  was  uniformly 
cold.  It  then  became  warm  and  pleasant,  when  great  num- 
bers of  this  species  were  observed  to  be  dead  in  the  Miami 
Canal.  Others  were  still  living,  but  in  a  dying  condition. 
The  greater  part  were  found  with  their  heads  crowded  into 
some  hole  in  the  muddy  bank,  or  some  recess  under  stones. 
They  might  also  have  been  seen  under  similar  circumstances 
along  the  shores  of  Mill-creek,  near  this  city.  As  the  mortal- 
ity was  confined  exclusively  to  this  species,  while  others,  in- 
habiting the  same  localities,  were  in  no  wise  affected,  it  is 
evident  that  it  was  the  effect  of  some  cause  acting  peculiarly 
on  these  fish. 

They  probably  came  up  the  Mississippi,  from  some  warm 
climate,  and  could  not  resist  the  late  severe  cold. 

Their  object  in  running  their  heads  into  the  holes  and  re- 
cesses about  the  bottom  of  the  Canal,  was  no  doubt  to  obtain 
warmth  from  the  earth,  beneath,  which  was  of  a  higher  tem- 
perature than  the  water,  abounding  with  numerous  floats  of 
ice. 

Lucio-PERCA.    Cuv. 

L.  Americana.    Cuv.    The  American  Sandre. 

Lt  Sandre  d*Ameriqu»,    {LuciO'perea  Americana.')    Cuv.  et  Val.  1. 11.  p.  128. 

pl.xvi. 
Ludo^erea  jSmerieana,    Ricbardton.    Faana  Boreali-Americana,  p.  10. 
**  **  Kirtland.    Report  on  Zoology  of  Ohio,  p.  19. 

PereafiunatiUBf  var?    Richardson.    Franklin's  Journal,  p.  725.    1823. 

«     salmanea,    Raf.    Ichthy.  Ohien.  p.  21. 
P.  mgro-jmnetata.    Raf.      «  <•      p.  23.    (The  male.) 

Salmon  of  the  Ohio  rher :  Pike^  of  Lake  Erie :  Pickerel,  settlers  on  Lake  Huron  : 
Sandre  ^tke  Frmuk  Canadiana :  Hom-fitk  qftke  Fnr  traders, 

Plate  IX.    Fig.  2. 
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Head  elongate-cylindric,  slightly  flattened  aboFe  the  eyes 
and  beneath  the  throat ;  not  i  the  total  length  of  the  fish. 
Eyes  oblong-oval,  situated  above  the  angles  of  the  mouth. 
Iris  yellow.  Pupil  semi-transparent,  brownish.  Jaws  equal, 
armed  with  sharp,  strong,  and  slightly  incurved  teeth,  those 
of  the  vomer,  finer.  Tongue  smooth.  Operculum^  mar- 
gined behind  with  a  membrane  and  furnished  with  a  spine 
that  is  not  terminal.     Preoperculum  delicately  serrated. 

Body  cylindric  and  fusiform.     Vent  behind  the  middle. 

Lateral  line  straight.     Scales  small  and  irregular. 

Dorsal  fins  two ;  the  anterior  spinous ;  the  posterior  soft 
and  elevated  before.  Caudal  fin  lunate.  Anal  fin  not  equal 
to  the  soft-dorsal ;  remote  from  the  caudal.  Ventral  fin  £sd- 
cate,  horizontal,  situated  beneath  the  pectoral.  Pectoral  fin 
extends  as  far  back  as  one  third  of  the  spinous-dorsal,  but  not 
as  far  as  the  tip  of  the  ventral. 

Color.  Head  and  back  blackish,  sides  dusky  and  edged 
below  the  middle  with  golden  or  coppery  yellow ;  the  back 
and  sides  banded  or  blotched  irregularly  with  black ;  abdo- 
men white.  The  fins  diaphanous  and  banded  with  inter- 
rupted series  of  blackish  dots. 

Habitat.     Lake  Erie,  the  Ohio  river  and  their  tributaries. 
D.  13—20;  C.  16;  A.  1—12;  V.  6;  P.  14  rays. 

Observations.  The  males  are  smaller  than  the  females ; 
more  slender,  and  more  dusky  colored.  The  former  do  not 
often  exceed  12  or  18  inches  in  length,  while  the  latter  are 
met  with  measuring  more  than  two  feet  in  length. 

In  the  water  of  the  Lake  they  readily  bite  at  a  baited  hook, 
but  are  much  more  coy  in  the  Ohio  and  its  tributaries.  They 
are  highly  esteemed  in  the  markets  of  Cincinnati  and  com- 
mand an  exorbitant  price. 

At  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  they  are  taken  in  great 
quantities  in  some  parts  of  Lake  Erie  and  especially  in  the 
Maumee  River,  where  they  are  salted  down  in  barrels,  for  sup- 
plying the  interior  of  the  State.  When  thus  salted,  they  be- 
come at  best,  a  tough,  tasteless  and  insipid  article  of  food,  and 
the  day  is  probably  not  distant,  when  they  will  be  displaced 
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in  that  market,  by  other  species  of  a  superior  quality,  from 
the  Atlantic  sea  board. 

A  profitable  and  mutually  advantageous  barter  might  be 
carried  on,  between  the  fisherman  of  our  Eastern  States  and 
the  farmers  of  the  West,  in  exchanging  the  fish  of  the  one 
section,  for  the  pork,  flour  and  butter  of  the  other. 

The  demand  for  salted  fish  at  the  West  is  unlimited. 

■ 

Shad,  Cod  and  Mackerel  are  now  carried  there  in  considera- 
ble quantities,  and  it  is  believed  that  other  species,  but  little 
esteemed  at  the  East,  yet  very  abundant,  would,  if  suitably 
cured,  meet  with  a  ready  sale  at  the  West.  The  Alewife, 
Herring  and  even  the  despised  Menhaden,  would  pay  for  all 
the  expense  of  catching,  packing,  salting  and  transporta- 
tion, and  find  a  quick  market  at  the  West. 

CENTBARcmrs.    Cuv. 

C.  iBfieus.    Cuv.  et  Yal.    The  Rock-bass :  Goggle-eyed  bass. 

Black  Sunfish. 

CnUrarekuM  ojmms.    Guy.  et  Valeno.  t.  III.  p.  84. 

'*  *<        Riehardioo.    Faona  Boreali-Amerieana,  p.  18  et  fig. 

Cydda  eaua,    Le  Saeur.    J.  A.  N.  Sciences,  Vol.  II.  p.  214. 
«*        ^       Kirtland.    Repoit  on  Zoology  of  Ohio,  pp.  168, 191. 

Plate  XL    Fig.  1. 

Head  obtuse ;  jaws  somewhat  rounded,  furnished  with 
numerous  small  teeth  ;  lower  jaw  the  longer.  Tongue  and 
palate  also  furnished  with  teeth ;  mouth  large,  extending  as 
far  back  as  the  middle  of  the  eye ;  eyes  large,  convex  and 
prominent ;  the  pupil  black,  tinged  with  bluish  and  is  semi- 
pellucid  ;  the  iris  black,  with  a  red  border  surrounding  the 
pupil ;  (he  eye-lids  ferruginous  or  yellowish,  often  margined 
with  blue. 

Body  oblong,  horizontal  under  the  dorsal  fin,  rounded  un* 
der  the  throat  and  abdomen ;  prominent  at  the  base  of  the 
soft-dorsal  and  soft-anal  fins. 

Dorsal  fin  long ;  spinous  part  half  the  height  of  the  soft 
parts,  slightly  recurved  ;  each  sfHnous  ray  strong,  and  acute. 
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The  soft  rays  diaphanous,  coDDected  by  a  dusky,  opaque 
interstitial  membrane,  and  extending  to  the  base  of  the 
caudal  fin. 

Caudal  fin  short,  abrupt,  slightly  lunate. 

Atialfinj  not  as  long  as  the  dorsal,  the  four  first  si^nous 
rays  gradually  increasing  in  length,  the  fifth  and  sixth  equal 
to  the  fourth,  and  two  thirds  the  length  of  the  longest  of  the 
soft  rays,  which  equal  those  of  the  dorsal. 

Ventral  fin  triangular,  but  in  the  specimen  before  me,  does 
not  attain  to  the  anal,  in  accordance  with  the  description  of 
Le  Sueur. 

Pectoral  fin  ovate  rounded,  pellucid,  and  does  not  reach  as 
far  back  as  the  point  of  the  ventral. 

Length  7  to  10  inches. 

Color  is  generally  coppery,  occasionally  tinged  with  green ; 
head  and  back  dusky-olive,  blotched  irregularly  with  dark 
spots :  the  jaws,  lips  and  throat  dusky ;  thorax  bluish  or  steel- 
grey.  The  black  spots  on  the  bases  of  the  scales  give  a  band- 
ed appearance  to  the  sides  and  back.  The  bright  colors  so 
vivid  during  life,  fade  away  at  the  approach  of  death. 
D.  11—11;  C.  17};  A.  6— 10;  V.6;  P.  16. 

Observations,  The  preoperculum  is  minutely  but  distinct- 
ly denticulated  on  its  inferior  edge  and  posterior  angle,  and 
the  operculum  terminates  behind  the  eye  in  two  obtuse  spines 
connected  by  an  intervening  membrane. 

It  abounds  in  almost  every  permanent  stream  in  our  State, 
and  usually  harbors  beneath  logs,  rocks  and  stumps,  whore  it 
is  easily  taken  by  a  baited  hook.  During  winter  it  does  not 
migrate. 

The  specimen  before  me,  was  obtained  in  the  Cincinnati 
market,  and  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  plate.  It  has  one  less 
spinous  ray  than  Le  Sueur's  figure  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  Jour. 
Acad,  of  Nat.  Sciences,  Philadelphia. 
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Art.  XVIII.— description  OF  A  SPECIES  OF  HEUX,  NEWLY 
OBSERVED  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  Br  Amos  Binnkt. 
(Read  December  1, 1841.) 

HELIX  SUfi-PLANA. 

H.  tettA  difcoideA,  fbliginoi^,  aut  corneo-rufescente,  nitente;  tpira  depretsl; 
auTractibut  quinque  vel  sex  ;  aperturi  semiluoari,  transvend ;  labro  simplid, 
acuto ;  baai  piano ;  umbilico  par?o. 

Description. 

AnimaL     Not  hitherto  noticed. 

Shell,  Flattened,  planulate  above  and  beneath ;  epidermis 
brownish  or  smoky  horn-color,  shining;  whorls  five  and  a 
half,  those  nearest  the  apex  striated  transversely  with  very  mi- 
nute and  delicate  wrinkles;  suture  distinct,  not  much  im- 
pressed ;  aperture  transverse,  not  expanded,  the  plane  of  the 
aperture  making  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  plane  of  the 
base  of  the  shell ;  lip  simple,  thin,  acute ;  base  flattened,  um- 
bilical region  a  little  impressed ;  umbilicus  very  small,  round 
and  deep,  not  exhibiting  the  volutions.  Greatest  transverse 
diameter  less  than  three-fourths  of  an  inch. 

Geographical  Distribution.  Found  hitherto  only  in  the 
mountainous  region  of  eastern  Tennessee. 

Remarks.  The  only  American  species  which  this  shell 
can  be  said  to  resemble,  is  Helix  inomatay  which  in  size  and 
color  is  quite  like  it,  and  at  first  sight  may  be  taken  for  it.  It 
differs  from  it  in  the  following  particulars.  The  upper  and 
lower  surface  are  both  more  flattened,  and  the  outline  is  a  more 
perfect  circle.  The  number  of  whorls  in  specimens  of  the 
same  size  is  greater  by  nearly  one  volution.  The  surface  of 
the  whorls  is  less  rounded ;  the  last  whorl  expands  but  very 
little  towards  the  aperture  ;  the  base  is  broader,  less  indented, 
and  very  flat ;  the  umbilicus  is  rounder,  and  better  defined  ; 
and  the  aperture  is  not  thickened  within  by  a  white  testa- 
ceous deposit. 

I  have  seen  but  two  specimens,  which  were  brought  from 
Tennessee  by  Mr.  S.  S.  Haldeman. 

31 
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Aax.  XIX.  —  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  HABITS  OF  THE 
PYTHON  NATALENSIS.  Br  Thomas  a  Savage,  M.  D.,of  Cipe 
Palmas,  Western  Africa.    (Communicated  April  8th,  1842.) 

In  the  ninth  number  of  the  <<  Illustrations  of  South  Africa," 
Dr.  Andrew  Smith  has  minutely  described  and  beautifully 
figured  the  Python  NcUaUnsis,  During  the  present  season 
Dr.  Savage  has  kindly  sent  our  Society  a  specimen  of  this  spe- 
cies, in  fine  preservation,  accompanied  with  a  valuable  com- 
munication respecting  its  habits,  from  which  the  Publishing 
Committee  present  the  following  extracts.  Other  papers  re- 
specting the  habits  of  the  Chimpans^  and  many  of  the  curious 
and  interesting  animals  of  that  country,  now  so  imperfectly 
known,  have  been  received,  and  will  be  published  as  our 
limits  may  admit. — Pub,  Com, 

This  serpent,  when  spoken  of  by  travellers  and  residents, 
has  been  erroneously  called  Boa,  and  thus  confounded  with  the 
South  American  genus.  There  is  a  striking  similarity,  how- 
ever, between  the  two,  both  in  structure  and  habits,  so  that 
were  it  not  for  the  arrangement  of  the  sub-caudal  scales,  one 
would  be  identified  with  the  other. 

During  my  residence  here,  which  has  been  five  years,  I 
have  seen  a  number  of  individuals  of  this  serpent,  but  one, 
however,  alive,  which  is  the  specimen  I  now  send. 

The  first  of  which  I  had  any  authentic  account  was  one 
that  appeared  on  the  Mission  premises  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  Mis- 
sions. The  facts  in  the  case  have  been  kindly  furnished  by 
my  friend,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Wilson.  He  informed  me  that  it 
was  attracted  into  the  yard  by  a  dog.  He  says,  in  answer  to 
my  inquiries,  <<  He  was  fourteen  feet  long,  and  held  the  dog 
not  more  than  two  minutes  before  the  natives  came  to  his  re- 
lief. I  suppose  that  the  snake  had  stretched  himself  across 
the  path,  and  seized  the  dog  in  the  act  of  jumping  over  him. 
I  was  too  much  frightened  to  observe  what  was  the  shape  of 
the  body  while  he  held  the  dog  in  his  folds.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  he  had  nothing  to  fasten  his  tail  to,  while  he 
held  the  dog.     None  of  the  bones  of  the  dog  were  broken, 
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and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  received  no  injury  what- 
ever. The  snake  did  not  let  go  his  hold  until  he  had  received 
a  fatal  blow  from  a  bill-hook.  The  dog  then  leaped  up  sud- 
denly, several  times,  as  if  he  were  not  sure  of  having  been 
extricated,  ran  around  and  entered  the  back  yard,  but,  for 
some  time  appeared  afraid  of  every  thing  and  every  body. 
His  back  only  was  slimed,  and  this  could  not  be  washed  off, 
but  gradually  wore  away  in  the  coiurse  of  a  week  or  ten  days." 

The  next  individual  of  which  I  have  heard,  was  attracted 
into  the  house  of  a  colonist,  an  old  woman,  by  a  hen  and  her 
chickens.  An  unusual  noise  was  heard  under  the  bed,  in  the 
night,  which  awakened  the  woman.  By  a  light  she  discov- 
ered the  serpent  in  the  act  of  seizing  its  prey  ;  affrighted,  she 
fled  to  the  house  of  a  neighbor,  who  came  and  captured  him 
with  his  gun. 

The  third  individual  appeared  upon  my  own  premises  early 
in  1837.  An  antelope  was  discovered  by  some  workmen  a 
short  distance  from  my  house.  Upon  the  first  sight  the  na- 
tives, as  usual,  raised  a  cry,  when  he  suddenly  disappeared 
among  the  bushes.  They  started  in  pursuit.  But  a  few  mo- 
ments elapsed  before  they  heard  a  cry  from  the  antelope, 
which  directed  them  to  the  spot,  where  they  beheld  the  animal 
struggling  in  the  folds  of  a  large  Python.  They  all  fired 
simultaneously,  and  shot  at  the  same  instant  both  the  serpent 
and  his  victim.  The  former  I  measured,  and  found  it  over 
fourteen  feet.  The  antelope  was  a  large  one,  and  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  believe  that  it  could  have  been  received  through  the 
throat  of  the  serpent  comparatively  so  small.  The  head  had 
been  cut  off,  and  the  body  greatly  mutilated  before  I  saw  it, 
but  taking  a  section  of  the  skin  where  the  abdomen  begins  to 
expand,  above  the  vent,  and  not  including  the  greatest  volume, 
I  stretched  it  moderately.  It  was  very  easily  distended ;  and 
I  soon  satisfied  myself  that  without  going  beyond  the  natural 
power  of  expanlion,  it  would  have  taken  in  the  body  of  the 
antelope. 

It  was  skinned  by  the  natives,  and  the  flesh,  when  denu- 
ded, was  of  the  most  delicate  white.  It  was  divided  among 
them,  and  not  a  particle,  whether  of  skin  or  any  other 
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was  lost.  All  was  carried  home,  cooked,  and  eaten.  From 
the  skin  was  made  a  soup.  I  was  extremely  disgusted  at  the 
sight  of  a  man  carrying  olf  in  his  hand,  with  an  air  of  great 
satisfaction,  a  string  of  the  intestines.  This  and  other  ser- 
pents arc  eagerly  sought  by  the  natives  for  food. 

I  have  seen  two  other  individuals  in  the  coui-se  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  They  were  captured  by  natives  who  were  clearing 
up  their  laud  for  rice  farms.  They  were  much  mutilated  by 
transverse  gashes  from  these  "bill-hooks."  Three  more, I 
was  informed,  were  found  upon  the  same  piece  of  land,  which 
led  the  individual  to  abandon  it,  from  the  superstitious  notioD 
that  it  could  not  yield  a  crop. 

The  next  specimen  is  the  one  before  me.  It  measured  ten 
feet  in  length ;  is  young,  and  was  captured  on  the  22d  Feb- 
ruary, by  my  associate,  the  Rev.  Joshua  Smith,  on  the  item- 
ises of  one  of  our  out-stations.  His  account,  in  answer  to  my 
inquiries,  is  as  follows. 

"  I  had  retired  for  the  night,  but  was  wakeful  and  unable 
to  get  to  sleep.  About  twelve  o'clock,  I  heard  Fanny  (a  fa- 
vorite dog)  barking  violently  in  the  girls'  school-house.  The 
barking  soon  ended  in  a  cry  of  distress.  I  thought  it  prob- 
able that  a  leopard  had  attacked  her,  as  they  often  do  carry  off 
dogs  and  other  domestic  animals.  I  went  down  and  walked 
around  the  house  where  there  was  a  hole,  affording  Fanny  in- 
gress and  egress.  The  moon  shone  brightly,  but  I  could  not 
see  the  cause  of  trouble,  nor  hear  any  noise.  I  called  the  dog 
by  name,  but  she  did  not  appear,  nor  could  I  hear  any  thing 
except  what  I  thought  to  be  the  hiss  of  some  ducks,  that  were 
shut  up  there.  I  opened  the  door,  but  still  I  could  see  noth- 
ing. I  then  went  back  to  my  chamber  for  a  lantern,  and  re- 
turning, opened  again  the  door,  when  I  discovered  the  dog  in 
the  folds  of  a  serpent,  with  her  back  downwards,  and  seem- 
ingly motionless.  I  went  back  to  my  chamber  for  a  weapon, 
and  finding  only  a  country  dagger,  I  returned  accompanied  by 
some  men,  and  entered  the  school-house  again  with  the  lan- 
tern in  my  hand.  The  serpent  was  coiled  twice  or  thrice 
around  the  dog,  his  tail  grasping  the  foot  of  a  bench,  and  his 
jaws  fastened  to  her  throat.     His  motion  in  compressing  his 
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prey  may  be  compared  to  that  of  a  cord  wheu  tightened 
around  any  thing,  and  some  one  pulling  first  at  one  end  and 
then  at  the  other.  I  thought  it  best  to  thrust  the  dagger  into 
the  snake  as  near  the  head  as  possible  ;  but  as  that  was  hidden 
by  the  bench,  I  could  not  see  it,  and  I  made  a  thrust  through 
the  lungs.  It  started  and  Fanny  was  thrown  from  its  folds 
with  a  jerk,  when  its  object  was  to  retreat  by  the  way  it  had 
entered.  I  then  withdrew  the  dagger  and  thrust  it  into  the 
snake  further  back,  so  as  to  hold  him  till  the  men  on  the  out- 
side could  disable  him.  As  his  head  appeared  they  beat  him 
with  sticks  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  running  away  entirely." 

To  the  above  I  will  add,  that  Mr.  Smith  displayed  great 
fearlessness  on  the  occasion ;  for  though  there  were  on  the 
spot  a  number  of  men,  both  colonists  and  natives,  yet  not  one 
could  be  induced  to  follow  him  into  the  house.  An  attack 
from  the  serpent  might  have  been  apprehended,  for  he  was 
evidently  in  a  state  of  extreme  hunger. 

The  general  habit  of  this  serpent  in  seeking  for  its  prey,  is 
to  lie  in  ambush  near  a  frequented  path,  or  watering  place, 
and  suspended  from  a  tree  or  with  its  tail  fixed  to  some  other 
object,  suddenly  dart  upon  the  unwary  animal.  The  attack 
is  so  sudden  and  violent  that  the  victim  is  often  prostrated 
and  stunned,  and  then  begins  the  dreadful  process  of  constric- 
tion. A  bullock  was  so  much  injured  in  a  recent  attack  as  to 
be  supposed  beyond  the  possibility  of  recovery. 

In  making  the  onset,  it  is  not  always  necessary  that  the 
tail  should  be  coiled  around  a  fixed  object.  The  hooks  or 
claws  near  the  aims  are  sometimes  protruded,  it  is  said  (and 
the  evidence  is  wholly  satisfactory)  and  inserted  in  the  ground 
or  under  roots,  thus  affording  a  fulcrum  which  gives  incon- 
ceivable force  to  the  blow. 

These  horny  processes  or  rudimental  feet,  as  they  have  been 
called,  are  also  serviceable  in  ascending  trees.  They  are  in- 
serted into  the  ground,  and  bark  of  the  tree,  constituting 
fixed  points  which  greatly  facilitate  the  ascent.  We  have 
satisfactory  testimony  also  in  proof  of  another  habit  that  I 
have  never  seen  mentioned,  in  which  these  hooks  must  be 
highly  serviceable.     It  is  said  that  in  fields  more  or  less  open, 
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they  often  raise  their  heads  above  the  sarroanding  grass  and 
shrubbery,  in  search  of  prey ;  their  application  then  in  this 
act,  must  be  evident ;  protruded  and  penetrating  the  ground 
beneath  the  roots,  they  must  afford  great  support  to  the  body. 
In  this  position  birds  have  been  known  to  attempt  to  alight, 
mistaking  it,  in  its  motionless  attitude,  for  a  stick  or  stump, 
and  thus  to  have  fallen  unwarily  within  its  distended  jaws. 

Instances  of  its  attack  upon  man  are  very  rare,  and  never, 
probably,  except  when  it  is  in  a  state  of  extreme  hunger. 

The  natives  fear  them  single  handed,  but  not  in  numbers. 
They  seek  them  for  food,  esteeming  them  very  highly  on 
their  bill  of  fare. 

Its  places  of  resort  are  streams  and  damp  places.  Al- 
most all  animals  constitute  its  prey.  It  is  not  poisonous,  as  is 
well  known.  Its  constrictive  power  is  all  that  renders  it 
formidable. 


Art.  XX.  —  observations  ON  THE  CHARACTERS  AND 
HABITS  OF  THE  OCELLATED  TURKEY,  (MELEAGRIS 
OCELLATJl,  Cuv.)  Br  Samukl  Cabot,  Jr.  M.D.  (Read  June,  i&ia) 

During  a  recent  residence  of  eight  mouths  in  Central  Amer- 
ica, having  had  many  opportunities  of  learning  much  that  is 
new  and.  I  think,  worthy  of  attention,  with  regard  to  this  and 
other  rare  and  interesting  birds,  both  from  personal  observation 
and  the  accounts  of  others  well  acquainted  with  their  habits,  I 
take  this  means  of  communicating  it  to  those  who  may  be 
interested  in  this  branch  of  Natural  History. 

I  find  three  plates  of  this  bird,  accompanied  with  descrip- 
tions; one  in  Griffith's  edition  of  Cuvier's  Animal  Kingdom, 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  164,  and  another  in  the  work  of  Temminck,  PI. 
112,  and  a  third  in  the  Naturalist's  Library,  Vol.  III.  p.  143. 
The  plates  are  very  imixjrfect  and  do  not  give  a  true  idea  of 
the  bird  ;  but  the  description  annexed  to  the  plate  in  the  Nat- 
uralist's Library  is  tolerably  correct,  as  far  as  it  goes ;  although 
being  taken  from  a  dried  skin,  of  course,  in  some  points  it  is 
imperfect.  The  writer  says,  *'  This  splendid  and  curious  bird 
was  Arsi  described  by  Baron  CuvVei  \v\  iVve  ^«wtf>f««sk  dm  Mu- 
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s^um,  from  the  specimen  which  graced  the  collection  of  Mr. 
Bullock,  and  which,  at  the  dispersion  of  that  valuable  museum, 
was  purchased  by  the  French  government ;  and  we  believe 
that  it  is  still  the  only  specimen  known  to  exist  in  any  collec- 
tion." This  specimen  still  exists  in  the  collection  of  the 
Jardin  des  Plantes,  at  Paris,  and  is  in  a  fine  state  of  preser- 
vation. I  believe  that  there  exists  also  another  in  the  col- 
lection belonging  to  the  Eail  of  Derby  ;  although  I  did  not 
see  it  myself,  when  I  visited  that  fine  collection,  in  the 
spring  of  1841.  But  when  at  the  Havanna,  I  was  assured 
by  Mr.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  commission 
for  the  adjudication  of  slavers,  taken  by  English  cruisers,  that 
such  a  specimen  did  exist  in  the  possession  of  the  noble  Earl. 
The  bird  which  is  now  in  the  collection  of  the  Garden  of 
Plants,  was  taken  by  some  wood-cutters  at  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras, from  three  which  they  saw.  The  specimen  was  sent 
alive  to  England,  to  Sir  Henry  Halford,  but  having  been  in- 
jured, died  before  it  reached  him,  and  was  presented  by  him, 
to  Mr.  Bullock,  and  as  the  writer  in  the  Naturalist's  Library 
says,  <<  Nothing  was  recorded  of  its  habits^  and  it  is  not  known 
whether  the  tail  is  capable  of  being  expanded  as  in  the  com- 
mon species." 

This  bird  inhabits,  as  nearly  as  I  can  learn,  all  the  country 
to  the  south  of  Texas,  as  far  as  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and 
seems  to  replace,  in  those  countries,  the  common  wild  Turkey, 
{Meleagris  gallipavo,)  which  inhabits  the  countries  north  of 
this  as  far  as  Canada.*  Latham  says,  that  it  is  found  in  South 
America,  but  does  not  give  his  authority,  and  indeed  could 
have  had  no  such  authority,  as  the  only  specimen  which  had 
then  been  seen  by  naturalists,  was  the  one  above  mentioned, 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  taken  by  log-cutters  in  the  Bay 
of  Honduras ;  and  indeed,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  tliis  is  the 
only  specimen  known  to  naturalists  up  to  the  present  day. 
Messrs.  Stephens  and  Catherwood  met  with  these  birds  on 
their  former  expedition,  as  far  south  as  they  went,  and  in  im- 
mense numbers,  along  the  shore  of  the  Pacific. 

*  I  think  it  very  probable  that  the  common  Turkey  ii  found  in  Mexico,  as  we 
learn  that  the  firat  Turkeys  were  tent  to  8pain  from  Mexico,  and  I  think  it  very 
certain  that  they  were  not  Meleagris  ocellata. 
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Latham  says,  <<  How  far  it  may  be  right  to  notice  this  bird 
as  distinct  in  species,  we  cannot  determine,  but  most  certainly 
the  brilliancy  of  colors  throughout,  as  well  as  the  distribution 
of  them,  encourages  an  appearance  of  propriety  in  so  doing ;  as 
we  can  scarcely  suppose  that  the  mere  difference  of  climate, 
in  the  warmer  and  colder  parts  of  America,  is  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  great  difference  of  plumage."  He  is  undoubt- 
edly right,  and  if  he  had  seen  the  bird  alive,  even  without 
knowing  any  thing  of  its  habits,  the  suggestion  of  such  a 
doubt,  as  having  any  possible  foundation,  would  never  have 
occurred  to  him. 

The  form,  and  motions  of  the  bird  are  almost  as  distinct 
from  those  of  the  common  Turkey,  as  is  the  difference  of  the 
plumage;  its  form  is  more  slender  and  delicate,  it  does  not 
strut  in  the  manner  of  our  turkey,  its  cry  is  very  different,  not 
having  the  least  resemblance  to  the  gobble;  it  is  a  weak, 
squealing  sound,  and  occasionally  a  sort  of  yelping,  or  rather 
sudden,  loud,  cooing  sound.  When  they  fight,  which  they 
do  frequently,  with  the  domestic  turkeys  and  other  poultry, 
they  seize  their  antagonist  by  the  head,  with  their  bill,  and 
strike  with  their  long  s])urs  in  the  manner  of  the  game  cock. 
They  are  a  more  courageous  bird  than  the  common  turkey. 
They  do  not  go  in  flocks,  except  while  the  old  bird  has  charge 
of  her  young,  keeping  generally  in  pairs  or  singly ;  and  al- 
though one  may  sometimes  start  a  large  number  together, 
from  the  same  cornfield,  it  is  merely  accidental,  they  having 
assembled  on  account  of  the  abundance  of  food  accumulated 
in  one  spot,  and  when  leaving  the  field,  to  go  to  roost,  they  go 
off  in  pairs,  or  singly,  and  when  met  with  in  the  woods,  they 
are  never  found  in  numbers  together ;  all  which  is  different 
from  the  habit  of  the  common  turkey,  which  is  rarely  found 
singly,  and  almost,  if  not  quite,  always  roosts  in  flocks,  in  cer- 
tain roosting  places,"^  to  which  the  same  individuals  appear  to 
resort  every  night,  unless  disturbed.  Their  food  is  pretty  much 
the  same  as  that  of  the  common  turkey,  as  far  as  the  country 
affords  it ;  of  course  tliey  cannot  eat  acorns,  or  beech  nuts, 

*  Nuttail  says,  of  the  common  Turkey,  that  "  they  are  not  gregarioufl,  except 
accidentally,  or  from  iho  neceaMty  of  seeking  food." 
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which  are  amongst  the  favorite  articles  of  food  to  our  turkey, 
because  their  native  country  does  not  produce  them,  but  they 
eat  Indian  corn,  berries,  ants,  &c.,  of  all  which  our  turkey  is 
very  fond.  Their  manner  of  flight  is  the  same;  alternate 
quick  flapping  their  wings,  and  soaring.  Their  flesh  has  the 
same  appearance,  but  I  think  that  the  flavor  is  not  so  good  as 
that  of  the  common  turkey. 

There  is  another  occasional  habit  of  theirs,  which  I  state 
on  the  authority  of  others,  but  the  truth  of  which  I  cannot 
well  doubt,  viz. ;  that  of  building  their  nests  in  trees.  Mr. 
Catlierwood,  when  at  Palenque,  shot  an  old  female  turkey 
from  her  nest,  placed  at  a  considerable  height  from  the  ground ; 
and  the  Indians,  who  were  with  him  at  the  time,  caught  four 
of  the  young,  (several  of  which  Mr.  C.  observed  to  fall  from 
the  nest  soon  after  the  old  one,)  which  they  took  home  with 
them  to  rear.  Now,  in  this  case,  one  might  say  that  it  is 
very  possible,  Mr.  C.  might  have  been  deceived  by  the 
fact  of  the  turkey  being,  when  shot,  on  or  near  the  nest  of 
some  other  large  bird;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  hardly 
possible  that  Indians,  accustomed  from  childhood,  to  observ- 
ing natural  objects,  and  the  habits  and  appearance  of  animals 
about  them,  could  have  been  deceived  in  the  appearance  of 
the  young  of  a  bird,  forming  so  important  an  item  in  their  ar- 
ticles of  food,  and  of  which  they  had  undoubtedly  seen  a 
great  number.  Besides  which,  I  was  told,  by  persons  likely 
to  know,  that  this  bird  did  occasionally  build  its  nest  in  trees 
to  their  certain  knowledge,  and  giving  as  a  reason  for  it  that 
it  was  in  situations  liable  to  be  flooded  by  the  heavy  rains. 
Now  as  we  know  that  there  are  very  well  authenticated  in- 
stances of  other  birds,  whose  usual  habit  is  to  place  their  nest 
on  the  ground,  doing  this  same  thing,  one  of  which  instances 
rests  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Audubon,  viz. ;  that  of  the 
gulls  on  one  of  the  small  islands  near  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
in  consequence  of  the  persecution  which  they  have  met  with  ; 
why  may  not  the  saune  be  the  case  with  this  bird,  and  for  a 
similar  cause  ?  The  woods  about  Palenque  abound  with  tigers, 
wild  cats,  snakes,  &c.,  and  are  also  very  liable  to  be  over- 
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flowed  during  the  rainy  season ;  and  is  it  not  possible,  that  in 
order  to  guard  herself  against  surprise,  while  sitting,  and  in  a 
measure  to  protect  her  eggs,  and  young,  from  the  attacks  of 
ravenous  animals,  and  also  to  secure  them  from  the  flooding 
caused  by  the  rain,  she  may,  in  some  places,  and  under  some 
circumstances,  have  resorted  to  this  way  of  placing  her  nest, 
instead  of  the  usual  manner  ?  The  eggs,  I  have  been  told  by 
the  Indians  and  others,  are  marked  like  those  of  the  conunon 
turkey,  but  I  have  never  seen  them  myself. 

The  male  bird  is  about  three  feet  six  inches  in  length  from 
the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  tip  of  the  tail.  Bill  formed  as  in  the  com- 
mon turkey.  Head  and  neck,  to  two  and  a  half  or  three  ioches 
below  head,  bare,  except  a  few  scattered  hairs  and  a  row  of 
feathers  which  surround  the  external  orifice  of  the  ear.  This 
bare  skin  is  of  a  rich  stone  blue,  except  immediately  around 
the  eyes,  where  it  is  red.  At  the  base  of  the  bill  there  is  an 
erectile  appendage  of  one  and  a  quarter  inches  long,  stone  blue 
except  the  apex  which  is  of  a  bright  orange.  From  each  side 
of  this  part,  two  rows  of  round  knobs,  of  a  bright  orange,  run- 
ning backward  over  the  superciliary  ridges  as  far  as  the  back 
part  of  the  red  circle  which  surrounds  the  eye ;  there  is  one 
very  small  similar  knob,  at  about  three  lines  in  front  of  each 
external  ear.  At  about  a  line  behind  the  principal  appendage, 
at  the  base  of  the  bill,  is  another  of  about  three  and  a  half 
lines  in  height,  and  two  and  a  half  lines  through  at  the  base, 
of  a  stone  blue  color,  having  seven  or  eight  of  the  above  men- 
tioned orange  knobs  on  different  parts  of  it,  principally  on  the 
summit ;  immediately  behind,  and  in  fact  joining  on  to  this 
appendage  is  another,  of  about  one  line  in  height,  and  having 
three  of  the  orange  knobs  on  the  top  of  it.  Behind  each  angle 
of  the  lower  jaw  is  a  row  of  three  small  red  knobs,  and  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  bare  skin  on  the  under  side  are  seven  or 
eight  more  small  red  knobs.  Feathers  of  neck  and  upper 
parts  of  back  and  breast  in  scollops  of  rich  crow-color  mar- 
gined near  the  tip  with  black,  and  tipped  with  golden  green. 
Feathers  of  lower  parts  of  back,  rich  varying  green,  margined 
near  the  tip  with  black,  and  tipped  with  rich  golden  bronze. 


the  OceUated  Turkey.  251 

Feathers  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  breast  of  a  deep  crow-color, 
and  tipped  with  rich  golden  bronze.  No  pectoral  appendage. 
Flank  and  thigh-coverts  rich  golden  green,  margined  with  a  line 
of  black  near  the  tip,  and  tipped  with  golden  bronze.  Feathers 
on  shoulder  of  a  rich  golden  green,  fringed  with  black.  Th6 
greater  wing  coverts  are  of  rich  golden  bronze.  The  outer- 
mosl  secondaries  have  the  principal  part  of  the  outer  webs 
pure  white,  the  bands  in  the  centre  not  appearing  when  the 
wings  are  closed ;  the  undermost  are  crossed  with  glossy  green- 
ish black  bands,  the  shafts  are  black.  The  primaries  are  black, 
marked  obliquely  with  white,  the  marks  running  in  the  course 
of  the  barbs  on  each  side  of  the  shaft.  The  first  of  the  pri- 
maries  is  the  shortest,  and  the  sixth  longest.  The  tail  con- 
sists of  eighteen  feathers  rounded  at  the  tips,  and  beautifully 
marked  in  their  whole  extent  with  alternate  white  and  black 
wavy  lines,  and  having  an  eye  in  the  end  of  each,  somewhat 
like  those  in  the  tail  of  the  Peacock ;  each  of  the  tail  feathers 
is  tipped  with  a  band  six-eighths  of  an  inch  wide,  of  golden 
bronze.  The  length  of  the  longest  tail  feather  is  about  16 
inches,  and  that  of  the  shortest  is  about  11  inches :  the  tail  is 
cuneiform.  The  tail  coverts  are  beautifully  marked  with  the 
same  wavy  lines  as  the  tail  itself,  and  at  the  tip  of  each  feather 
is  a  beautiful  spot  formed  by  first  a  scolloped  line  of  black, 
then  a  beautiful  patch  of  golden  green,  six-eighths  of  an  inch 
deep,  then  another  line  of  black,  and  then  a  broad  tip  of  golden 
bronze  five-eights  of  an  inch  deep.  These  eyes  in  the  tip  of 
the  tail,  of  the  tail  coverts,  and  on  the  coverts  at  the  root  of 
the  tail,  form  three  curved  rows,  which  give  a  very  beautiful 
appearance  to  the  tail.  The  feet  and  tarsus  are  stout,  and  of 
a  purplish  red  color.  Tarsus  five  inches  and  three-eighths  long. 
Middle  toe  two  inches  and  six-eighths  long.  Spur  strong  and 
sharp,  one  inch  and  three-eighths  long,  (sometimes  longer.) 
The  anatomy  much  the  same  as  in  the  common  turkey.  Fe- 
male smaller,  and  much  less  brilliant. 
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Art.  XXL  — on  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  SILICEOUS?  SPICUL.*: 
IN  THE  EXTERIOR  RAYS  OP  ACTINIA;  AND  MEMORANDA 
CONCERNING  THE  SILICEOUS  ANIMALCULES  OF  BOS- 
TON. Br  G.  W.  Bailey,  Prof.  Chem.  Min.  and  Geol^  U.  S.  Militu]r 
Academy.    (CommuDicated  June,  I84!i2.) 

During  a  recent  visit  to  Boston,  in  April,  I  eagerly  em- 
braced the  long  wished  for  opportunity  to  examine  the  mariDe 
siliceous  infusoria  of  our  coast ;  for  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  de- 
tect, in  a  living  state,  some  of  those  elegant  forms  which 
occur  so  abundantly  in  the  fossil  infusorial  strata  of  the  marine 
tertiary  of  Virginia.  I  was  aware  that  Ehrenberg  had  de- 
tected many  of  these  forms  in  a  living  state,  in  the  sea  at 
Cuxhaven  and  elsewhere,  and  I  felt  confident  that  our  shores 
must  abound  in  similar  forms.  In  company  with  Dr.  Gould, 
I  visited  the  docks  near  the  Chelsea  ferry,  and  collected  from 
the  immersed  logs,  &c.,  a  quantity  of  filamentous  Algae, 
among  which  I  knew  that  many  of  the  objects  of  my  search 
were  likely  to  be  entangled.  On  subjecting  them  to  a  mi- 
croscopic observation  I  detected  a  number  of  very  interesting 
and  beautiful  forms,  although  the  season  was  not  the  most 
favorable.  The  first  objects  which  attracted  my  attention 
were  great  numbers  of  siliceous  spicula^,  precisely  similar  to 
those  found  fossil  in  the  infusorial  stata  above  referred  to; 
these  I  found  among  the  Alga),  and  also  more  abundantly  in 
the  mud  of  the  docks.  These  spiculag  resemble  those  found 
in  some  siKJcies  of  Six)ngia  and  Tethya,  and  I  believe  that 
Ehrenberg  refers  the  fossil  ones  to  these  genera ;  but  an  ob- 
servation which  I  made  leads  me  to  suspect  that  some  of 
them,  at  least,  are  derived  from  the  exterior  rays  of  Actinia. 
On  examining,  with  a  high  magnifying  power,  the  rays  of  a 
large  sj)ecies  of  Actinia  which  had  an  orange  colored  base  and 
olive  rays  (A.  marginata,  Lcsucur?)  I  found  that  the  white 
rays,  which  form  the  exterior  circle,  appeared  to  differ  from  all 
others,  being  filled  with  spiculsc,  arranged  with  great  regular- 
ity, and  in  countless  numbers,  radiating  from  the  axis  of  each 
arm,  (See  fig.  1,  b  and  c.)  Each  of  the  spiculae  was  perfor- 
ated with  a  lougiludinal  cavity,  (torn  which  was  protruded  a 
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very  long  and  delicate  fibre  (See  fig.  1,  a.)  These  spiculse 
resembled  so  much,  in  their  form,  perforation,  and  general  ap- 
pearance, some  of  the  fossil  siliceous  spicuke  above  referred 
to,  that,  like  the  fossil  ones,  they  must  be  siliceous.  This 
question  I  had  not  the  means  of  deciding,  but  I  hope  it  will 
be  settled  by  some  of  the  Boston  naturalists.  It  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  burn  one  of  the  rays  and  examine  the  ashes ;  the 
siliceous  spicula;  will  of  course,  retain  their  form  after  igni- 
tion. It  would  be  an  interesting  fact,  if,  by  means  of  these 
spicula;,  we  could  obtain  evidence  of  the  existence  of  species 
of  Actinia  during  the  epoch  of  the  Eocene  tertiary ;  for  who 
would  expect  that  such  soft  and  perishable  creatures  could 
leave,  for  such  a  length  of  time,  any  trace  of  their  existence. 

The  annexed  sketches  (See  fig.  1,  a,  6,  c,)  were  made  mere- 
ly as  memoranda  as  I  hoped  to  have  further  opportunities 
for  observation.  They  will  serve  to  indicate  the  form  and 
position  of  the  spiculae  although  they  have  no  pretensions  to 
accuracy. 

The  siliceous  Bacillaria,  of  Boston  Harbor,  appear  to  be 
numerous  and  elegant. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  chief  species  noticed  by  me 

in  April,  1842. 

Cerataneis  fasciola,      >  motions  very  active.     These  sj)e- 
Ceratoneis  closterium,  j      cies  were  recently  discovered  by 

Ehrenberg.     Figures  may  be  found  in  a  late  number  of  the 

Berlin  Transactions. 

Coscinodiscus  radiatus,  fragments  only  were  observed. 

Coscinodiscus  ,or  Actinocyclus  ?  Toriform-siliceous  bodies 
were  observed  in  the  living  state  containing  a  yellowish  brown 
matter  disposed  in  6  or  6  radiant  portions,  each  of  which  was 
repeatedly  branched. 

Gallionella  sulcata. 

Gallionella  moniliformis. 

Navicula  viridis,  living  in  salt  water,  but  differing  in  no 
respect  from  the  fluviatile  species. 

Navicula ,  Plate  II.  fig.  18,  of  Bailey's  sketch  of 

American  Bacillaria. 

Fragillaria ,  a  marine  species  with  very  flexible 
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filaments,  very  abundant  in  Algae  at  Boston,  and  near  Marbie- 
head. 

Cocconeis  scutellum  ?  adhering  in  great  quantities  to  Zos- 
tera  and  other  marine  plants. 

Echinella  fiabellata. 

Synedra ,  parasitic  in  vast  quantities  on  filamen- 
tous algGB  covering  them  with  a  glistening  envelope  of  a 
brownish  color. 

Tessela  arcuata, 

Achnanthes  brevipes. 

Gomphoneina  clavatum. 

Naunema ,  immense  quantities  of  one  or  more  species 

of  Naunema  were  observed  growing  on  the  flats,  near  the 
Common.  The  greater  part  of  the  brown  matter  attached  to 
the  marine  plants  at  this  situation,  consists  of  long  tubes  filled 
with  siliceous  animalcules  of  the  genus  Naunema.  Tons  of 
them  might  be  collected  here. 

Eniersonia  clegans.  I  proix)se  to  give  this  name  to  a  beau- 
tiful siliceous  animalcule  found  in  Boston  harbor,  and  which 
appears  to  belong  to  a  new  geims.  This  genus  I  wish  to 
name  Emersoma,  if  the  President  of  the  Boston  Society  of 
Naturalists  will  accept  so  small  a  tribute  of  respect.  It  may 
be  characterized  as  follows ; 

Genus.     Emersonia. 
Family  Bacillaria,  Section  Naviculacea. 

Carapace  siliceous,  compressed,  central  portion  oblong,  sep- 
arated by  deep  lines  of  constriction  from  the  two  terminal,  bi- 
cuspidate  or  auricled  portions,  forming  chains,  which  open  iu 
a  zig-zag  manner. 

Eniersonia  elcgans  (See  fig.  2,  a,  6,  c.  rf.)  Central  portion 
nearly  s(|uare,  containing  yellowish  globules  disposed  in  a  cir- 
cular group.     Hab.  Boston  harbor. 

Emersonia  antiqiuiy  (Bailey's  sketch  of  Bacillaria,  PI.  2, 
fig.  25.)  Central  [)ortion  much  broader  than  long.  Fossil  iu 
the  infusorial  stratum  of  Richmond,  Va. 

/  presume  that  a  more  careful  examination  of  the  infusoria 
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of  Boston  harbor,  if  made  at  a  later  season,  would  add  greatly 
to  the  above  list. 


Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures. 

Fig.  1.  a.  One  of  the  spiculiB  from  a  white  external  ray  of  Actinia  marginata  P 
showing  its  longitudinal  perforation  and  the  long  projecting  fil- 
ament, much  magnified. 

b.  Ideal  longitudinal  section  of  a  ray  of  Actinia  to  show  the  manner 

in  which  the  spiculae  are  airanged ;  at  d  are  leen  the  vibrillie, 
and  at  e  the  long  filaments, 
e.    Ideal  cross  section  of  the  ray. 

Fig.  !2.  Emersonia  elegans. 
a.  single  individual. 
h.  cross  section  of  the  same. 

c.  chain  of  several  individuals. 

d.  group  of  ovules  ^  of  a  yellowish  brown  color. 


Art.  XXIL  — enumeration  of  THE  FISHES  OF  BROOKHA- 
VEN, LONG  ISLAND,  WITH  REMARKS  UPON  THE  SPE- 
CIES OBSERVED.  By  William  O.  Atres,  of  East  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut   (Communicated  January  12th,  1842.) 

During  a  residence  of  three  years  on  Long  Island,  I  have 
endeavored  to  improve  the  opportunities  occurring  to  me  of 
observing  our  fishes,  and  of  ascertaining  their  habits ;  some  of 
the  results  of  these  observations,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of 
presenting.     My  location  has  been  at  Miller's  Place,  a  village 
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in  the  township  of  Brookhaven,  sixlytwo  miles  from  New 
York.  About  a  mile  west  of  the  village,  a  sheet  of  water 
enters  from  the  Sound,  called  Old  Man's  Harbor.  This  har- 
bor and  the  {)arts  of  the  Sound  adjacent,  have  afforded  most 
of  the  marine  species  recorded.  The  fresh  water  species  have 
been  derived  from  different  places  which  will  be  found  noted 
in  connection  with  the  fishes.  Enjoying  the  advantage  of 
gathering  sixicimens  in  waters  in  the  neighborhood  of  those 
whose  Ichthyology  was  illustrated  by  Dr.  Mitchill,  I  believe 
that  I  have  been  able  to  identify  many  of  his  species,  inclu- 
ding one  or  two  in  which,  it  appears  tome,  an  error  has  been 
committed,  in  the  Report  upon  the  Fishes  of  Massachusetts. 
Such  an  error,  from  the  looseness  and  inaccuracy  of  many  of 
Dr.  Mitchill's  descriptions,  is  very  natural,  and  iu  certain  cases 
unavoidable. 

In  the  course  of  my  researches,  I  have  obtained  several 
sfx^cies  which  api)ear  to  me  as  yet  undescribed ;  of  these  I 
propose  to  offer  descriptions  and  drawings. 

Perca  flavescens.     Mitch. 

In  many  of  the  fresh  waters  of  the  island,  iheYellow  Perch 
is  not  uncommon.  In  one  or  two  ponds,  stocked  with  them 
within  a  few  years,  they  have  increased  very  rapidly,  and 
have  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  Trout,  which  before  were 
abundant.  Corwin's  Pond,  near  the  centre  of  Brookhaven, 
was  supplied  with  the  s])awn  of  this  species  about  four  years 
since.  The  jxind  is  more  than  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  pre- 
viously contained  no  fish  but  Pickerel;  now  Perch  may  be 
taken  of  good  size,  in  any  i)art  of  it.  The  largest  specimen 
I  have  seen,  was  caught  in  the  Ronckonkama  pond ;  it  weigh- 
ed about  two  and  a  half  pounds. 

It  ap]>ears  to  me  that  too  great  importance  is  attached,  by 
most  naturalists,  to  the  number  of  fin-rays,  as  constituting  a 
sj^xicific  character,  Cuvier  even  gives,  as  one  of  the  few  dis- 
tinctions between  the  Perca  granulaia  and  P.  fluviatilis,  a 
difference  of  one  ray  in  the  second  dorsal.  If  this  character 
is  erer  constant,  surely  it  will  be  in  the  present  genus.   I  have 
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however,  two  specimens  of  the  flavescens  which  number 
fourteen  rays  in  the  first  dorsal,  several  which  give  thirteen, 
and  one  of  twelve  in  the  same  fin.  Dr.  Storer  states  the  num- 
ber at  thirteen ;  Dr.  Mitchill,  at  twelve.  In  fish  of  other  gen- 
era, I  have  even  found  the  pectorals,  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
same  specimen,  giving  a  different  number  of  rays ;  I  will  men- 
tion such  examples  when  arriving  at  the  species  in  their 
order. 

Etheostoma  Olmstedi.     Storer. 

This  species  I  have  seen,  on  the  island,  only  in  the  Con- 
necticut —  a  stream  emptying  into  Fireplace  Bay.  They  are 
commonly  found  lying  on  the  bottom,  and  if  disturbed,  they 
dart  forward  a  few  yards  and  drop  again  on  the  sand.  I  have 
not  found  them  more  than  four  inches  in  length. 

Labrax  lineatus.    Cuv. 

The  Striped  Basse  is  common  on  both  the  north  and  south 
sides  of  the  island.  On  the  north  side  they  are  seen  in  the 
Sound  as  early  as  the  first  of  May,  and  remain  till  November. 
Owing  to  the  waters  being  shallow  and  very  clear,  I  have  not 
succeeded  in  taking  them  with  the  hook ;  they  are  caught  ex- 
clusively with  nets.  They  do  not  commonly  exceed  four 
pounds  in  weight,  and  the  largest  I  have  known,  weighed  but 
forty.  On  the  south  side,  however,  they  are  taken  both  in 
the  bays  and  in  the  ocean,  in  much  larger  numbers  and  of 
greater  size.  Fifty  thousand  weight  have  been  drawn  by  a 
single  net  in  five  weeks ;  and  the  largest  weigh  from  a  hun- 
dred to  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  The  food  of  this 
species,  while  with  us,  appears  to  consist  of  small  fish,  chiefiy 
Ammodytes  and  Atherinas,  Cuttle  Fish,  Shell  Fish  (Mytili 
and  Myae,  mostly)  and  young  crabs,  or,  which  seems  to  be  a 
greater  delicacy  to  them  —  soft  crabs. 

Of  three  specimens,  two  have  nine  rays  in  the  first  dorsal, 
while  the  other  has  but  eight. 

Labrax  mucronatus.    Cuv. 

This  Basse  is  not  common ;  I  have  met  with  them  in 
only  three  localities,   a  small  pond  and  creek   at  Setauket, 

33 
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another  at  Greenport,  and  Great  Pond,  near  Riverhead.    The 
largest  I  have  seen  were  less  than  a  pound  in  weight. 

POMOTIS    VULGARIS.       CuV. 

This  species,  I  believe,  does  not  occur  within  the  bounds 
of  Brookhaven ;  in  all  the  streams  and  ponds  which  I  hare 
examined,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  it.  It  has  been  sent  to 
me,  however,  from  Great  Pond,  and  I  have  been  informed  that 
it  is  found  also  at  Oyster  Bay.  The  specimens  from  River- 
head  were  of  good  size,  the  lai^est  being  seven  and  a  quarter 
inches  in  length. 

PrIONOTUS    STRIGATU8.       CuV. 

This  is  much  less  common  than  the  succeeding  species  and 
docs  not  arrive  so  early ;  the  first  one  taken,  the  last  season, 
(1841)  was  caught  the  13th  of  August.  Both  this  and  the 
following  species,  are  sometimes  used  as  food,  but  are  not  es- 
teemed. 

Prionotus  Carolinus.     Cuv. 

This  si)ecies  is  abundant,  and  often  very  troublesome  in 
taking  the  bait  designed  for  better  fish.  Their  usual  food  con- 
sists of  shrimps,  small  crabs,  both  hard  and  soft,  and  not  un- 
frequently  the  sand-launces ;  but  they  often  bite  at  the  hooks 
used  in  fishing  for  Porgees,  for  which  the  bait  consists  of  soft 
clams  (Myas.)  They  arrived  the  last  season.  May  7th,  and 
left  us  about  the  second  week  in  August.  The  eggs  of  the 
female  are  dcjwsited  about  the  last  of  June.  When  at  rest, 
they  lie  on  the  bottom,  with  their  broad  pectorals  sometimes 
spread,  and  sometimes  closed :  in  swimming,  however,  the 
pectorals  are  closed  and  laid  flat  upon  the  body.  If  alarmed 
by  the  approach  of  a  boat  or  any  other  object,  they  bury 
themselves  so  completely  in  the  sand  that  a  very  close  obser- 
vation is  necessary  to  detect  them.  This  concealment  is 
effected  by  a  rapid,  lateral  movement  of  the  body,  which  dis- 
places the  sand  from  beneath,  and  causes  it  to  fall  upon  their 
sides  and  back,  covering  them  entirely,  except  the  eyes  and 
top  of  the  head.  Probably  they  often  resort  to  this  manoeu- 
Fre  when  approached  by  the  large  fish,  which  feed  upon  them. 
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I  have  found  the  two  dorsals  of  this  species  numbering  for  fin 
rays  10  — 14 ;  in  others,  10  —  13 ;  and  once  9  —  16 ;  in  one 
instance  I  found  the  pectorals  giving  14  on  one  side  of  the  fish, 
and  15  on  the  other,  thus  affording  fair  exemplifications  of  the 
remarks  made  while  speaking  of  the  Percaflavescens. 

COTTUS    VARIABILIS.      Nobis. 

This  species,  which  I  believe,  is  as  yet  undescribed,  is  not 
common.  They  are  seen  around  wharves,  &c.,  in  the  har- 
bors, and  I  have  known  them,  in  one  or  two  instances,  taken 
in  the  Sound.  The  largest  one  I  have  seen  was  six  and  a 
half  inches  in  length. 

Gasterosteus  Noveboracensis.     Cuv. 

The  New  York  Stickleback  is  very  common  in  Old  Man's 
Harbor,  in  the  parts  least  affected  by  the  running  of  the  tide. 
They  live  chiefly  among,  the  eel-grass,  but  I  have  taken  the 
young  ones  swimming  in  companies  near  the  surface  in  clear 
water, 

Gasterosteus  millepunctatus.    Nobis. 

In  similar  situations  with  the  last.  This  is  perhaps  the  most 
abundant  species  in  the  harbor ;  it  appears  as  yet  undescribed. 
I  have  specimens,  taken  from  the  freshwater  of  the  Connec- 
ticut River,  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  which  differ  from 
these  only  in  being  a  little  stouter,  and  perhaps  a  trifle  darker 

in  color. 

OroLiTHns  regalis.     Cuv. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  the  Weak-Fish  were  abund- 
ant in  the  Sound,  and  were  taken  readily  with  the  hook ;  now, 
however,  they  have  almost  entirely  disappeared.  Only  strag- 
glers are  caught  with  the  nets,  and  they  are  small ;  the  largest 
I  have  met  with  weighed  only  about  a  pound  and  a  half.  On 
the  south  side  of  the  island  they  are  more  common,  and  are 
occasionally  found  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds  weight. 

UmBRINA   NEBUL0  8A.       Mitch. 

The  King-Fish  is  not  uncommon,  being  often  caught  in 
the  nets;  and  in  certain  situations  they  bite  very  readily.  I 
do  not  consider  them  equal  in  flavor  to  many  other  of  our 
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species ;  by  some  persons,  however,  they  are  very  highly  es- 
teemed. 

POGONIAS    GIOA8.       Mltch. 

The  fishermen  have  told  me,  that  about  ten  years  since  the 
Drufii-Pish  made  their  appearance  in  the  Sound,  but  remain- 
ed only  a  short  time.  On  the  south  side  they  are  often 
caught. 

ScoLOPsiDEs  Satamub.     GiUiams. 

This  species  appears  to  be  rare ;  I  have  met  with  it  in  but 
one  stream  —  the  Connecticut.  In  general,  it  lies  hid  among 
the  grass,  with  which  the  river  abounds,  and  is  seldom  seen 
except  when  started  from  its  hiding  place.  It  is  described  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  the  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences. 

Sargus  ovis.     Mitch. 

The  SheepS'kead  is  now  very  rare,  much  more  so  than  for- 
merly. In  three  years  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a  single 
specimen,  though  I  have  seen  one  or  two  while  fishing.  In 
the  South  Bay,  near  Fire  Island  Inlet,  they  are  still  taken  in 
some  numbers,  and  a  few  also  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  near  the  end 
of  the  Island. 

Pagrus  argyrops.     Lin. 

The  Porgee  is  in  general  very  abundant  through  the  sum- 
mer, and  takes  the  hook  readily :  they  are  caught  in  great 
numbers,  and  are  much  used  as  food.  With  few  exceptions, 
they  do  not  exceed  nine  inches  in  length ;  and  in  September 
I  have  seen  hundreds  of  young  ones,  not  more  than  two  inches 
long,  brought  in  at  one  haul  of  the  net.  They  arrived  the 
last  season  about  the  first  of  June,  and  remained  till  October. 
The  dorsal  fin-rays  of  this  species  I  have  found  to  be  some- 
times 25,  and  sometimes  26 ;  Dr.  Storer  states  them  at  24^ 
Dr.  Mitchill  at  26. 

Scomber  vernalis.     Mitch. 

Several  years  ago  this  Mackerel  appeared  in  the  Sound  and 
lor  a  few  weeks  was  very  abundant  on  the  north  side  of  the 
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Island ;  but  the  occurrence  was  only  accidental,  as  they  have 
not  been  seen  there  since. 

CrsnTM  Mi^cuLATUM.     Mitch. 

I  consider  this  species  one  of  the  rarest  of  those  which  I 
have  met  with ;  several  years  frequently  pass  without  one 
being  seen.  Such  had  been  the  case  for  the  last  few  years, 
but  this  season  no  less  than  four  were  taken  in  the  nets  drawn 
for  Blue-fish ;  I  could  obtain  but  one  of  them ;  it  was  twenty 
and  a  half  inches  in  length.  The  fishermen  call  them  Horse 
Mackerel  and  Spanish  Mackerel,  Dr.  MitchilPs  figure  of 
the  species  is  very  correct. 

Temnodon  saltator.     Cuv. 

No  fish  is  more  highly  prized  by  the  fishermen,  or  of  more 
importance  to  them,  than  the  Blue-fish,  They  are  very  abund- 
ant, and  are  taken  with  nets,  in  great  numbers,  sometimes 
three  or  four  hundred  at  one  haul.  The  greater  part  are  sold 
while  fresh,  though  a  few  barrels  are  salted  every  year.  They 
may  be  caught  also  very  readily  with  the  hook,  and,  provided 
the  bait  is  only  in  motion,  it  matters  but  very  little  of  what  it 
consists.  I  have  used  most  commonly,  and  with  very  great 
success,  a  hollow  cylinder  of  bone,  about  four  inches  in  length. 
The  average  weight  of  the  fish  taken  is  not  far  from  a  pound 
and  a  half;  few  are  found  exceeding  two  pounds,  and  the 
largest  one  I  have  met  with  weighed  about  three  and  a  half. 
On  the  south  side  they  are  sometimes  caught,  weighing  12  or 
14  pounds.  Their  chief  food,  on  their  first  arrival,  and  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer,  is  the  Sand-Launce  ;  later  in 
the  season  they  feed  on  the  Spearings  {Atherina  Boscii,) 
the  small  species  of  Herrings,  and  on  Shrimps.  They  sel- 
dom, however,  commence  feeding  on  Slirimps  till  just  before 
(heir  departure  in  October.  The  first  were  caught  this  sea- 
son, June  26th.  When  in  their  prime,  which  is  in  August 
and  September,  the  flesh  of  this  species  is  superior  in  rich- 
ness and  flavor  to  that  of  any  other  fish  inhabiting  our  waters, 
excepting  perhaps,  the  Sheeps-head ;  their  abundance,  how- 
ever, renders  their  market  price  less  than  that  of  others  which 
are  much  inferior. 
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Vomer  betapinnis.     Mitch. 

The  only  si)ccimen  of  this  species  that  I  have  seen,  I  pick- 
ed up  dead,  upn  the  beach,  Nov.  21,  1840;  it  had  apparently 
just  been  left  by  the  tide,  and  was  very  little  injured.  It 
agrees  well  with  Dr.  MitchilFs  description  of  the  Zeus  seta- 
pinnis ;  his  figure,  however,  gives  too  little  depth  compared 
with  the  length  ;  Swainson's  figure  of  the  Argyriosus  Man- 
riceii  more  nearly  resembles  my  specimen  in  its  form.  The 
species  must  be,  I  suppose,  very  rare. 

PePRILUS    TRIACANTHU8.       Pcck. 

Though  not  uncommon,  according  to  Dr.  Storer,  on  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  this  species  is,  in  the  waters  of  Lnng 
Island,  very  rare.  May  22d,  1841,  I  saw  three  of  them,  of 
which  I  succeeded  in  taking  one.  The  fish  is  scarcely  knowu 
to  the  fishermen,  though  one  or  two  of  them  told  me  that 
they  had  seen  it. 

Atherina  Boscii.     Cuv. 

The  Atherina  notata  of  Mitchill,  A.  Boscii  of  Cuvier,  is  a 
species  rather  abundant  through  the  summer.  They  arrive  in 
the  harbor  in  May,  and  remain  till  November ;  and  I  have 
picked  them  up  on  the  beach,  driven  ashore  by  storms,  through 
the  whole  winter.  They  form  no  small  amount  of  food  for 
the  Blue-fijsh  and  Basse,  and  may  be  used  with  success  as  bait 
for  either. 

LopHius  piscATORius.  Liu. 

The  Fishing-Frog  is  very  rare  ;  I  have  met  with  but  one 
specimen  and  heard  of  another.  The  one  which  I  saw  (Dec. 
28th,  1840)  had  been  left  by  the  tide  on  the  meadows  of  the 
harbor ;  it  was  in  length  about  fortythree  inches. 

Batrachus  variegatus.     IjC  Sueur.  , 

The  Toad-Fish  is  not  uncommon;  during  the  warm 
weather  they  lie  hid  among  the  eel-grass,  and  are  seldom  seen. 
One  which  I  cauglit  the  last  summer,  and  kept  for  some  time, 
would  snap  very  fiercely  at  the  finger  or  a  stick  held  towards 
him;  and  would  sometimes  allow  himself  to  be  lifted  out  of 
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the  water  before  he  would  loose  his  hold.  On  the  approach 
of  cold  weather,  they  bury  themselves  in  the  mud  and  re- 
main torpid ;  and  are  very  frequeutly  brought  up  with  the 
spear  while  striking  in  the  mud  for  eels.  One  was  brought  to 
me  which  had  been  taken  in  this  manner,  Oct.  27th,  1840 ; 
it  was  torpid  and  lived  nearly  twentyfour  hours  without  water. 

Labrus  americanus.     Bloch. 

The  BlcLck'Fish  is  here  less  common  than  in  most  parts  of 
the  Sound,  owing  doubtless  to  the  absence  of  rocky  bottom 
and  shores.  Those  which  I  have  met  with  are  also  of  infe- 
rior size,  the  largest  I  have  seen  weighing  but  little  over  two 
pounds.  Toward  the  east  end  of  the  island,  at  Sagharbor 
and  Greenport,  and  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  they  are  much  more 
numerous. 

Crenilabrus  buroall.     Schoepp. 

Here,  as  on  other  parts  of  the  coast,  the  Burgall  is  ex- 
tremely abundant.  They  are  seen  as  early  as  the  middle  of 
May,  and  remain  till  the  last  of  October,  and  in  storms  are 
washed  up  on  the  beach  of  the  Sound,  through  the  whole 
winter.  Among  their  numerous  varieties  of  color,  I,  the  last 
season,  saw  several  specimens  which  had  their  entire  surface 
banded  with  alternate  vertical  lines  of  black  and  light  brown, 
presenting  an  appearance  so  singular,  that  at  first  I  supposed 
them  to  be  of  a  distinct  species.  I  have  found  the  dorsal  fin 
rays  sometimes  18 — 10,  at  others  18 — 11  and  at  still  others 
17—11. 

Leuciscus  chrtsoleucas.     Mitch. 

This  fish  I  have  received  from  the  Peconic  river,  near  Riv- 
erhead,  and  am  not  aware  that  it  is  found  in  any  other  of  the 
streams  on  the  island. 

%  FuNDULus  F08CU8.     Ayrcs. 

I  have  met  with  this  Fundulus,  only  in  the  Connecticut ; 
it  appears  to  be  somewhat  uncommon  there,  living  chiefly 
among  the  grass  with  which  the  river  abounds.  The  species 
is,  I  believe,  undescribed. 
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Lebias  ellipsoides.     Le  Sueur. 

This  fish,  described  by  Le  Sueur  from  specimens  received 
from  Florida,  is  found  in  Old  Man's  Harbor,  though  never  in 
great  numbers.  Tliey  make  their  appearance  in  May.  and 
are  at  that  season  of  the  year  commonly  seen  in  pairs,  in  the 
shallow  creeks  of  the  harbor.  Their  motions  are  very  pecu- 
liar ;  owing  to  the  thick  and  almost  inflexible  structure  of 
their  body ;  the  only  {xirts  available  for  swimming  are  the  cau- 
dal fin  and  the  extreme  posterior  portion  connected  with  it. 
Tliese  are  vibrated  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  movements  of 
the  fish  apixjar  conse<iuently  to  be  jierformed  with  much  vig- 
or, though  tlicir  sixjcd  is  rather  small.  They  are  tyrannical 
in  their  disiwsition,  attacking  and  pursuing  whatever  other 
six}cies  come  near  them.  The  back  of  the  male  presents  re- 
flections like  those  of  ix)lished  steel,  and  when  exposed  to  the 
rays  of  the  sun  in  clear  water,  their  appearance  is  very  brill- 
iant. Le  Suuur  in  his  description,  which  in  other  points  is 
most  beautifully  accurate,  says,  that  the  ventrals  extend  to  the 
anal.  This  cannot  be  relied  on ;  I  have  one  specimen  in 
which  they  extend  so  as  to  touch  the  anal,  another,  in  which 
they  extend  nearly  to  it,  and  others  in  which  they  reach  hard- 
ly half  the  distance  from  their  origin  to  the  origin  of  the  anal. 
His  conjecture,  as  to  the  scales  on  the  o])erculum,  is  correct ; 
they  exist,  but  are  very  deciduous.  His  description  must  have 
been  drawn  from  a  full  grown  s|>ecimen.  The  young  of  this 
sjxjcies  is  Mitchill's  Bsox  oi^inus  ;  it  dilfers  from  the  adult  in 
color  (being  lighter)  and  ])ossibly  also  in  being  a  little  more 
l)lump  and  rounded.  It,  however,  shows  plainly  the  remark- 
able teeth  which  characterize  the  genus.  The  only  point  in 
which  it  does  not  agree  with  Ur.  Mitchiirs  account  of  the  L. 
ovinus  is  in  resix^ct  to  the  lateral  line  ;  he  says,  this  is  plain 
and  straight ;  these  fish  show  no  traces  of  any  lateral  line 
whatever,  in  which  they  agree  with  Mitchill's  figure. 

I  To  le  Coniinucil.] 
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(Continued  from  pa^  264.) 
MuGIL    LINEATUS.      Mitcll. 

Plate  XII.     Fig.  1. 

A  DESCRIPTION  of  this  specics  with  a  figure,  was  prepared 
for  insertion  in  its  regular  order  in  the  last  number  of  this 
journal.  The  engraving  of  the  figure,  however,  could  not  be 
completed  in  season,  and  the  whole  was  omitted,  with  the 
intention  that  it  should  appear  in  the  present  number.  The 
recent  publication  of  Dr.  Dekay's  Report  on  the  Fishes  of 
New  York,  in  which  this  species  is  described  and  figured, 
renders  any  further  account  unnecessary,  and  my  description 
is  accordingly  suppressed.  As  the  figure,  however,  was  en- 
graved on  the  same  plate  with  that  of  other  species,  it  must 
appear  with  them.  This  species  appears  to  be  somewhat 
uncommon  in  Brookhaven ;  I  have  seen  them  in  but  a  few 
instances,  and  then  not  in  very  great  numbers.  They  are 
seldom  larger  than  the  one  figured. 

Lebias  ellipsoides.    Le  Sueur. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  numerous  living  spe- 
34 
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cimens  of  this  species.  I  find  that  the  lateral  line,  though  by 
no  means  conspicuous,  can  be  traced  without  difficulty  run- 
ning in  nearly  a  straight  course  to  the  caudal  fin.  So  that  in 
the  only  point  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  any  discrepancy 
between  our  fish  and  Mitchill's  Esox  ovinus,  there  is  in  fact  a 
perfect  coincidence.  When  the  specimen,  however,  has  been 
kept  in  alcohol  for  a  time,  this  lateral  line  becomes  almost 
imperceptible  ;  it  was  from  a  too  careless  examination  of  the 
living  fish  that  my  former  error  arose. 

Dr.  Dekay,  in  his  recently  published  Report  on  the  Fishes 
of  New  York,  calls  this  fish  Lebias  ovinu^,  placing  ellipsoides 
among  the  cxtra-limital  species.  This  appears  to  me  unne- 
cessary. 1  am  unable  to  see  in  what  Le  Sueur's  account  dif- 
fers from  our  northern  fish,  or  from  the  description  and  figure 
given  by  Dr.  Dekay.  The  only  point  of  the  slightest  variation 
is  in  the  shape  of  the  caudal  fin.  Le  Sueur  says,  '^  caudal 
mostly  unequal,  enlarged  and  elongated  posteriorly  and  ob- 
liquely." Dr.  Dekay  says,  "  caudal  fin  nearly  even."  So 
that  the  only  diflcrence  is  a  difference  of  degree  in  this  ine- 
quality. I  have  never  seen  any  in  which  the  caudal  fin  was 
so  much  uneven  as  in  Le  Sueur's  figure  ;  but  this,  entirely 
unsupported  by  any  other  character,  seems  to  me  not  sufficient 
to  separate  the  species. 

MitchilPs  description  was  published  before  that  of  Le  Sueur, 
but  as  the  former  was  imperfect  and  drawn  from  the  young 
fish,  while  the  latter  gave  us  a  complete  representation  of  the 
adult,  I  judged  it  better  to  adopt  the  name  given  by  Le  Sueur. 
Perhaps  in  this  I  was  wrong,  and  according  to  the  rule  of 
priority  the  name  ovinus  should  be  retained,  but  we  scarcely 
need  both  ovinus  and  ellipsoides. 

Hydrargira  fasciata.     Schn. 

This  I  regard  as  the  Esox  jmcicidus  of  Dr.  Mitchill,  but 
not  his  I2sox  zonatus,  which  is  incorrectly  referred  to  it  by 
Cuvier.  Both  this  and  the  following  species  are  subject  to 
changes  in  color  which  can  be  learned  only  by  watching  them 
at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  Dr.  Mitchill  says  that  the 
abdomen  of  this  fish  is  yellow  ;  it  is  a  brilliant  golden  yellow 
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in  June  and  July,  (at  which  time,  being  its  spawning  season, 
all  its  other  colors  are  in  the  greatest  perfection),  but  during 
the  rest  of  the  year  the  abdomen  is  white.  The  species  may, 
however,  be  at  all  times  distinguished  by  the  light  colored 
vertical  bands  on  its  sides,  and  by  its  dorsal  fin  being  marked 
with  oblique,  waving  lines,  alternately  light  and  dark. 

Hydrargira  pisculenta.     Mitch. 

This  species  is  even  more  variable  than  the  last.  Dr. 
MitchilFs  description  was  taken  from  one  of  rather  large  size, 
in  which  the  sides  are  plain  olive  green,  while  the  fish  is  alive. 
As  we  descend  to  those  a  little  smaller,  black  vertical  bands 
appear,  which  become  more  apparent  in  still  smaller  speci- 
mens, until  at  the  length  of  an  inch  we  have  Mitchill's  Esox 
zonains,  which  is  simply  the  young  of  the  jmculenta.  On  the 
approach  of  cold  weather  this  and  the  preceding  species  (fas- 
data)  leave  the  other  parts  of  Old  Man's  Harbor  and  gather 
in  immense  numbers  in  one  or  two  narrow  creeks.  In  January 
and  February,  1841,  I  found  them  in  one  of  these  places 
collected  so  densely,  that  when  the  tide  left  them,  nothing 
was  visible  but  a  mass  of  fish  completely  concealing  the  whole 
muddy  bed  of  the  creek.  On  dipping  a  common  hand-net 
among  them,  I  have  repeatedly  taken  up  more  than  three 
thousand  of  them  at  once ;  they  were  nearly  torpid  with  the 
cold,  but  still  able  to  swim. 

The  great  tenacity  of  life  in  this  and  the  kindred  species  is 
certainly  well  worthy  of  remark.  They  arc  capable  of  re- 
maining out  of  the  water  four  hours  without  receiving  any 
apparent  injury.  On  being  replaced  after  such  a  time,  they 
swim  about  with  as  much  ease  as  though  they  had  never  been 
removed,  and  give,  by  their  motions,  no  token  of  being  in 
pain.  The  only  species  in  which  I  have  observed  this,  are 
pisculenta^  fasdata^  and  tnultifasdata ;  it  is,  however,  very 
probably  common  to  the  whole  genus. 

Hydrargira  flavula.     Mitch. 

The  flavula  is  much  less  common  than  the  last  two  species, 

34» 
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and,  with  solitary  exceptions,  is  not  seen  during  the  winter. 
The  longitudinal  bands  upon  this  fish  I  do  not  find  to  present 
a  character  by  any  means  constant.  They  are  very  variable 
in  their  number,  and  in  young  specimens  are  not  found  at  all. 
I  have  seen  very  many  in  which  no  traces  of  them  could  be 
discerned,  and  in  these  the  whole  side  is  commonly  marked 
with  bright  vertical  black  bands.  In  others  one  longitudinal 
line  is  partly  developed,  and  in  others  still,  one  line  complete 
and  the  rudiments  of  another,  and  thus  increasing  till  we 
reach  four  complete  lines,  which  are  commonly  found  only  in 
full  grown  specimens.  But  even  when  these  lines  are  want- 
ing, there  is  no  danger  of  confounding  the  species  with  pucur 
lenta.  The  vertical  bands  arc  always  brighter,  the  color  of 
the  fish  is  lighter,  and  the  shape  of  the  head  is  different. 

I  have  thus  mentioned  the  only  three  species  of  Hydrar- 
giro  which  I  was  able  to  find  on  the  island,  and  which  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  arc  the  only  species  occurring  on  the  coast 
of  New  York.  In  tliis  I  am  confirmed  by  Dr.  Mitchill  and 
Dr.  Dekay.  They  both  describe  these  three  species  and  no 
others  ;  by  Dr.  Dckay,  however,  they  are  placed  in  the  genus 
Funduhis,  and  he  gives  them  different  specific  names.  In  this 
I  think  he  is  in  error.  I  have  called  them  by  Mitchill's  names 
because  they  agree  in  all  points  with  his  descriptions,  and  as 
they  were  found  in  waters  neighboring  to  those  in  which  his 
specimens  were  collected,  I  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they 
were  actually  his  species.  Dr.  Dekay,  however,  has  described 
two  of  them  as  new.  His  Fundidus  zebra  is  what  I  have 
called  Hydrargira  fasciata.  His  F,  viridesccns  is  identical 
with  //.  pisculcnta ;  it  appears  to  me  he  is  decidedly  wrong 
in  saying  his  viridesccns  may  be  Mitchill's  Esox  yisciculus* 
"  Sides  marked  by  parallel  pale  or  yellowish  narrow  zones," 
does  not  at  all  correspond  with  Dr.  Dekay's  description.  His 
zebra  is  what  I  regard  as  MitchilFs  jnscicuhis. 
.  Ilis  F.  fasciatus  is  the  one  here  mentioned  as  H.  Jlavula. 
In  applying  the  name  fasciata  to  MitchilFs  pisciculus  I  followed 
McMurtrie's  Cuvicr,  and  was  perhaps  led  into  error.  Dr.  De- 
kay quotes  Valenciennes  and  applies  the  same  name  to  flavulus. 
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As  to  the  genus  Hydrargira  I  cannot  forbear  a  few  remarks. 
There  are  several  of  our  small  fishes  which  we  are  not  able  to 
include  in  any  of  the  genera  mentioned  by  Cuvier,  as  Fundu- 
lus,  PtBcilia,  &c.  They  form  an  exceedingly  natural  group, 
and  as  that  group  had  been  distinguished  by  Le  Sueur  under 
the  generic  name  Hydrargira  I  saw  no  reason  for  not  adopt- 
ing it.  To  that  group  the  three  species  here  mentioned  be- 
long. Dr.  Dekay  has  retained  the  genus  Hydrargira,  though 
he  speaks  of  it  as  defective,  and  if  the  genus  is  retained, 
these  species  seem  to  me  necessarily  included  in  it.  They 
certainly  must  be  placed  with  muhifasciata,  which  in  the  pe- 
culiar form  of  the  mouth,  teeth  in  the  throat,  dLC,  agrees  en- 
tirely with  them  ;  and  this  multifasciata  is  by  Dr.  Dekay  still 
called  Hydrargira. 

Esox  RETicuLATUs.     Lc  Sucur. 

The  pickerel,  incorrectly  called  Esox  Ivcius  by  Dr.  Mitchill, 
is  very  abundant  in  the  ponds  and  streams  on  the  south  side 
of  the  island,  but  is  commonly  of  small  size,  those  of  half  a 
pound  weight  being  very  rare  ;  in  Great  Pond,  however,  they 
are  found  much  larger. 

I  examined  these  pickerel  with  much  care,  and  was  unable 
to  perceive  sufficient  differences  to  warrant  my  considering 
them  distinct  from  Le  Sueur's  reticulaius ;  and  this  opinion  I 
have  not  since  found  occasion  to  alter.  Dr.  Dekay  has  given 
a  very  fine  figure  of  them,  and  described  them  under  the 
name  fasdaius.  Of  this  i  cannot  see  the  necessity  or  propri- 
ety ;  for  though  by  taking  two  extreme  instances  of  this  fish 
and  a  larger  pickerel,  a  pound  weight  for  instance,  we  may 
find  differences  apparently  enough  to  prove  them  distinct,  yet 
the  interval  between  the  two  is  filled  up  by  others  which  so 
blend  together  that  no  line  of  separation  can  be  drawn.  In 
the  smaller  fish  we  find  the  part  of  the  head  anterior  to  the 
eyes  proportionally  shorter,  the  body  often  deeper  and  com- 
monly the  colors  darker.  But.  as  before  remarked,  these 
characters  are  by  no  means  permanent.  As  we  examine  other 
specimens  we  find  the  head  become  longer,  and  the  body 
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more  slender,  while  the  colors  vary  exceedingly.  In  tlus  latter 
respect  particularly,  the  differences  are  very  striking.  I  have 
seen  some  which  were  of  a  fine,  light,  olive  green  above,  with 
five  or  six  broad  bars  of  the  same  descending  on  the  side ; 
others  which  were  almost  entirely  black  on  the  back  and 
sides  ;  others  which  had  the  colors  as  in  Dr.  Dekay's  figure ; 
and  others  which  were  reticulated  like  the  larger  pickerel. 
Yet  all  had  the  black  vertical  band  at  the  eye  distinctly 
marked.  July  27,  1842,  I  had  an  extensive  series  of  these 
fish  before  me,  and  after  a  very  careful  examination  of  them 
I  could  not  but  feci  convinced  that  they  were  identical  with 
Le  Sueur's  rcticulatus.  I  have  never  found  any  in  which  the 
position  of  the  ventral  fins  perfectly  agreed  with  Dr.  Dekay's 
figure,  but  the  difference  has  been  very  slight,  and  apparently 
not  sufficient  to  be  of  any  value  as  a  specific  character. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  size  to  which  these  pickerel  are 
limited,  is  a  strong  argument  against  their  being  of  the  same 
species  with  the  larger  fish  of  our  ponds  and  streams.  But 
if  we  proceed  on  this  principle  we  shall  be  forced  to  separate 
fish  whose  identity  has  never  been  questioned,  and  apparently 
can  never  be.  The  small  size  of  the  pickerel  is  not  peculiar 
to  Long  Island.  There  are  one  or  two  places  in  Connecticut 
in  which  the  same  thing  occurs.  In  one  of  these  places  the 
difficulty  appears  to  be  a  want  of  suitable  food  ;  in  the  others 
the  food  is  abundant. 

But  let  us  take  one  or  two  similar  cases.  It  is  well  known 
that  our  common  trout  (Salmo  fontinalis,  Mitch.)  sometimes 
attains  the  weight  of  four  or  five  pounds.  Why  then  in  our 
smaller  streams  do  we  find  the  very  great  majority  only  six  or 
seven  inches  long,  while  one  of  a  pound  weight  is  considered 
very  uncommon  ?  It  cannot  be  the  effect  of  age  ;  for  they 
are  often  prevented  by  dams  from  descending,  and  must  of 
course  remain  in  the  stream  during  their  whole  lives.  Neither 
does  it  seem  to  be  from  a  deficiency  of  food,  for  of  that  they 
obtain  an  abundance. 

But  to  be  more  definite  still,  let  us  refer  to  Mr.  Carman's 
pond  at  Fireplace.  Long  Island.     In  the  pond  a  trout  of  a 
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pound  is  considered  large,  most  of  those  taken  being  less  than 
this ;  below  the  pond,  in  the  stream  which  runs  from  it,  a 
trout  of  less  than  two  pounds  is  not  counted  of  the  average 
size,  while  those  of  three,  four,  and  five  pounds  are  frequently 
taken.  Why  is  this  ?  It  may  be  said  that  in  the  pond  there 
must  be  a  deficiency  of  food ;  well,  if  so  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  this  is  one  of  the  places  in  which  we  find  the  small 
pickerel.  But  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  want  of  food  causes 
the  difference.  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  the  pond  af- 
fords a  supply  fully  as  abundant  as  that  to  be  obtained  in  the 
one  next  above  on  the  same  stream,  which  is  the  property  of 
James  Weeks.  Esq.  And  yet  this  latter  has  always  been 
noted  for  the  great  size  of  its  trout ;  a  few  years  since  seven- 
teen were  taken  in  it  in  one  day  which  weighed  thirty-four 
pounds. 

Let  us  take  another  species,  Perca  flavescens.  M.  In  the 
Hockanum  River,  which  enters  the  Connecticut  a  little  below 
Hartford,  perch  are  very  abundant,  but  so  far  as  I  am  aware 
one  weighing  more  than  a  pound  has  never  been  taken  there ; 
and  yet  probably  no  stream  affords  the  food  of  the  perch  in 
greater  profusion.  In  other  apparently  less  favored  places, 
however,  perch  are  often  found  of  two  or  three  pounds. 

Again,  on  the  north  shore  of  Brookhaven,  Long  Island,  a 
hlack'jish  {Tautoga  americana,  Bloch)  of  two  pounds  is  es- 
teemed large,  while  beyond  the  weight  of  five  pounds  they  are 
entirely  unknown  ;  yet  in  the  Vineyard  Sound  they  are  taken 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  a  difference  in  size  alone  is  not 
sufficient  for  a  distinguishing  specific  character,  even  though 
we  may  be  unable  to  account  for  the  difference. 

Before  leaving  this  species  I  cannot  forbear  making  the  fol- 
lowing mention  of  a  specimen  which,  though  it  had  no  con- 
nection with  Long  Island,  is  yet  worthy  of  being  recorded  on 
account  of  its  great  size. 

Feb.  28,  1842,  I  examined  a  pickerel  which  had  been 
caught  in  a  net  in  tlie  Hockanum  River,  about  two  miles  east 
of  Hartford,  Conn. ;  it  was  an  undoubted  retictJatus  of  Le 
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Sueur.  It  was  thirty-eight  inches  in  lengthy  and  weighed 
fourteen  pounds.  In  its  stomach  ^'as  found  a  dace  (Leucisciu 
pulchellusy  Storer)  ten  inches  long.  This  is  the  largest  in- 
stance of  this  species  which  has  ever  come  under  my  own  ob- 
servation, and  with  one  exception  the  largest  of  which  I  have 
ever  heard  as  occurring  in  the  Eastern  States.  That  one  was 
taken  in  tlie  spring  of  1842,  near  Greenfield,  Mass.,  and 
weighed  twenty  pounds. 

Dr.  Kirkland  says,  however,  that  the  pickerel  of  Ohio  are 
taken  occasionally  four  feet  in  length,  which  would  make  their 
weight  much  greater  than  that  of  either  of  those  above-men- 
tioned. 

Belone  truncata.     Le  Sueur. 

I  had  been  two  years  on  the  island  before  I  was  aware  of 
the  existence  there  of  the  garfish^  which,  however,  is  not  at 
all  uncommon  in  Old  Man's  Harbor.  The  reason  was,  that 
they  are  never  or  very  seldom  seen  by  day ;  my  first  knowl- 
edge of  them  was  derived  from  men  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
spearing  eels  by  firelight.  During  the  day  they  lie  hid  in  the 
eel-grass  and  seek  their  food  only  in  the  night,  at  which  time 
the  specimens  in  my  possession  were  caught.  Their  food 
consists  of  small  fish. 

This  species  sometimes  ascends  rivers,  many  miles  above 
the  reach  of  salt  water.  In  August,  1842,  I  saw  seven  or 
eight  at  different  times  in  the  Connecticut  river,  near  Hart- 
ford ;  one  I  succeeded  in  obtaining. 

PiMELODUS    CATUS.       Liu. 

The  horned  pout  is  found  in  Great  Pond,  and  Peconic 
river ;  it  is  called  there  bullhead  and  catfish.  I  have  followed 
Dr.  Dekay  in  adopting  the  specific  name  given  by  Linnaeus, 
in  place  of  Le  Sueur's  nebulosus. 

Salmo  fontinalis.     Mitch. 

The  trouty  for  which  the  streams  and  ponds  of  Long  Island 
are  famous,  are  often  taken  of  very  considerable  size ;  those  of 


Fishes  of  Brookhaven,  L.  L  273 

three  or  four  pounds  are  not  uncommon ;  and  eight  or  ten 
years  since  a  trout  was  caught  at  Fireplace,  which  weighed 
fifteen  pounds.  It  must,  I  suppose,  have  been  this  species. 
It  was  called  by  many  who  saw  it  a  salmon  trout,  on  account 
of  its  great  size  or  perhaps  some  peculiarity  in  the  coloring, 
but  the  most  experienced  fisherman  who  was  engaged  in  taking 
it  (it  was  caught  with  a  seine)  considered  it  only  a  very  large 
individual  of  the  common  brook  trout.  I  may  here  remark, 
that  on  that  stream,  and  possibly  in  other  parts  of  the  island, 
the  name  salmon  trout  is  often  applied  to  any  specimen  very 
strongly  tinged  with  red  on  the  abdomen,  and  it  may  have 
been  so  in  this  instance. 

I  am  unable  to  perceive  any  necessity  for  the  genus  Baiane 
which  Dr.  Dekay  has  separated.  Even  if  I  had  never  seen 
the  fish,  and  judged  merely  from  his  description,  the  genus 
would  appear  to  mc  not  needed.  His  characters  are  as  fol- 
low :  "  A  range  of  even  teeth  on  the  maxillaries ;  a  shorter 
range  on  the  intermaxillaries  and  the  anterior  part  of  the 
vomer.  A  series  of  long  recurved  teeth  around  the  margin 
of  the  tongue.  Branchial  rays  ten.  Adipose  fin  posterior  to 
the  anal.  Scales  microscopic."  Now  the  whole  of  this  so 
far  as  <^  margin  of  the  tongue,"  that  is,  all  which  relates  to 
the  teeth,  applies  in  the  most  minute  particular  to  salmo. 
'<  Branchial  rays  ten  ; "  but  in  salmo  we  find  the  branchial 
rays  "  more  than  eight,"  which  certainly  may  mean  "  ten," 
without  any  violence  to  the  language.  The  number  of  rays, 
however,  here  given  by  Dr.  Dekay,  seems  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate, for  in  his  own  specific  description,  he  says,  <^  branchial 
rays  ten  and  eleven  on  opposite  sides."  With  what  propriety, 
then,  does  he  introduce  "  ten  "  as  a  generic  character  ?  Again, 
<<  adipose  fin  posterior  to  the  anal ; "  surely  this  is  of  small 
importance  in  marking  a  genus,  but  such  as  it  is,  we  may 
afibrd  to  give  it  its  full  value,  for  it  is  the  only  difierence  to 
be  found.  "  Scales  microscopic  ; "  this  is  true,  but  it  is  of  no 
weight,  for  scarcely  one  of  our  American  trout  and  salmon  can 
be  mentioned,  in  which,  when  the  specimens  are  of  no  greater 
size  than  this  little  fish,  (two  inches  in  length),  the  scales  are 
not  microscopic. 
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I  think  Dr.  Dckay  is  not  only  in  error  in  attempting  to 
establish  this  as  a  new  genus,  but  he  has  simply  described  the 
young  of  a  species  already  well  known.  "The  orbits  lai^" 
and  "  eyes  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  fish  ; " 
these,  of  themselves,  give  us  partial  proof  that  the  fish  is  im- 
mature, for  in  such  cases  the  eyes  are,  almost  invariably,  very 
large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  head  and  of  the  body. 
But,  fortunately,  we  are  not  left  to  judge  merely  from  the 
description.  This  baione !  is  very  common  ;  it  is  found  in 
great  numbers  in  many  streams  in  Connecticut,  and  doubtless 
in  other  states  also,  wherever  the  adult  fish  occurs.  By  a 
somewhat  singular  coincidence.  Dr.  Dekay  has  applied  to  his 
batons  a  specific  name  (fontinalis)  which  will  not  need  to  be 
changed.  When  we  restore  it  to  the  old  genus,  it  will  be 
Salmo  fontinalis,  Mitch. ;  or  in  other  words,  the  baione  is 
simply  the  young  of  the  common  brook  trout. 

The  spots  on  the  side  represented  in  Dr.  Dekay's  figure, 
and  which  often  remain  distinctly  visible  on  our  trout  till  the 
fish  are  six  or  seven  inches  long,  Mr.  Yarrell  says  he  has  rea- 
son to  believe  are  common  to  all  the  species  of  the  genus 
Salmo  in  the  earlier  stages  of  their  growth. 

Comparing  carefully  Dr.  Dekay's  two  descriptions  of  Salmo 
fontinalis  and  Baione  fontinalis,  the  only  diflerences  I  can  find 
are  in  the  rays  of  the  dorsal  fin,  and  in  the  color.  He  says, 
in  the  trout  these  rays  are  thirteen,  and  in  the  baione  eight. 
But  of  the  latter  the  rays  are  "  so  far  cloven  down  as  to  ren- 
der them  diflicult  to  enumerate  ;  "  and  is  it  not  possible  that 
in  a  fish  so  very  small,  the  number  of  the  rays  was  not  ascer- 
tained with  perfect  correctness  ?  As  to  the  colors,  the  de- 
scription of  the  troutlet  applies  perfectly  to  the  young  of  the 
trout.  Of  the  vertical  bands  mention  has  already  been  made. 
From  the  descriptions  therefore,  and  from  an  examination  of 
recent  specimens,  I  cannot  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
the  one  given  above  ;  that  is,  that  the  baione  is  only  the  young 
of  Salmo  fontinalis, 

SCOPELUS    HUMBOLDTII?      CuV. 

I  introduce  this  species,  though  with  doubt  of  its  occur- 
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rence.  October  31,  1840, 1  picked  up  on  the  beach  a  fish 
which  had  been  rolled  and  chafed  by  the  tide,  and  which  I  am 
consequently  unable  to  determine  with  certainty.  Apparently 
it  is  the  species  here  mentioned. 

Clupea  minima.     Peck. 

Early  in  the  fall,  commonly  by  the  first  of  September,  a 
small  species  of  herring  arrives  in  the  Sound  in  great  numbers, 
which  iis,  I  think,  the  brit.  It  does  not  agree  altogether  with 
Dr.  Storer's  description,  or  with  any  other  which  1  can  find, 
still  it  does  not  appear  advisable  at  present  to  separate  it  as  a 
distinct  species.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  genus,  of  which  I 
was  able  to  learn  anything  during  a  residence  of  three  years 
on  the  island. 

'  Alosa  mattowacca.     Mitch. 

This  species,  called  by  the  fishermen,  green  back,  is  com- 
mon during  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  arriving  sometimes 
by  the  last  of  August.  They  are  caught  in  numbers  in  the 
nets  drawn  for  bluefish  and  basse,  and  are  used  for  food, 
though  very  bony. 

I  am  gratified  to  perceive  that  the  fish,  which  from  Dr. 
MitchilFs  brief  description  I  had  supposed  to  be  his  Clupea 
mattowacca,  has  been  described  by  Dr.  Dekay  under  that  spe- 
cific name.  He  has  given  us  a  very  good  description,  accom- 
panied by  an  excellent  figure. 

Alosa  menhaden.     Mitch. 

On  the  north  shore  of  Brookhaven,  for  the  last  few  years, 
this  fish  has  been  found  in  but  comparatively  small  numbers, 
but  at  the  east  end  of  the  island  and  on  the  south  side  they 
come  in  boundless  multitudes.  They  are  almost  exclusively 
used  for  manure,  though  occasionally  they  are  eaten.  The 
nets  employed  in  catching  them,  at  the  east  end  of  the  island 
particularly,  are  of  very  great  length,  and  a  million  have  been 
taken  at  a  single  haul.  The  number  noticed  by  Dr.  Dekay 
(168,000)  would  not  be  considered  an  uncommonly  large 
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haul.     The  price  which  he  mentions  is  too  great ;  they  are 
often  sold  for  fifty  cents  a  thousand. 

MORRHUA   PRUINOSA.       Mitch. 

The  iomcod  is  exceedingly  rare,  though  on  the  north  side 
of  the  sound  it  is  common.  The  only  specimen  I  obtained  in 
Brookhavcn  was  picked  up  on  the  beach.  I  am  very  happy  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  mention  this  species  under  a  better 
name  than  ^^  tomcodus,^^  which  it  has  borne  so  long.  The  one 
adopted  by  Dr.  Dckay  (pruinosa)  appears  well  selected  and 
entirely  unobjectionable. 

MeRLUCIUS    VULGARIS.       CuV. 

February  1,  1841,  I  picked  up  on  the  beach  a  small  speci- 
men of  this  fish  ;    it  is  the  only  one  I  have  seen. 

PlIYCIS    AMERICANUS?       Schn. 

It  is  with  much  hesitation  that  I  introduce  the  name  of 
this  species.  I  have  three  specimens,  all  of  which  were 
picked  up  on  the  beach  during  the  winter  of  1841  and  1842; 
the  largest  is  only  about  three  inches  in  length.  They  differ 
much  from  tlie  account  given  of  the  Americanusj  but  as  I  am 
acquainted  with  that  species  only  through  descriptions,  and 
these  apparent  differences  may  arise  merely  from  the  size  of 
my  specimens,  I  do  not  venture  at  present  to  consider  my  fish 
distinct. 

Platessa  plana.     Mitch. 

The  flat-fish  is  very  abundant  in  the  harbor  during  the  whole 
year,  though  in  the  winter  they  are  not  seen,  having  then  re- 
tired into  the  mud  and  become  torpid.  They  begin  to  move 
in  the  spring,  commonly  in  April,  but  on  their  first  appear- 
ance they  are  very  little  esteemed  ;  during  the  summer  they 
are  commonly  taken  with  the  spear.  They  are  often  found 
buried  in  the  sand  so  completely  that  the  only  parts  of  them 
visible  are  their  eyes.  They  are  then  apparently  watching  for 
their  prey,  of  small  fish,  among  which  the  sand  launces  are 
perhaps  most  frequently  taken  by  them. 
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Pleuronectes  maculatus.    Mitch. 

As  the  name  Rhombus  cannot  be  retained  in  this  family,  I 
follow  Dr.  Dekay  in  adopting  the  old  name  Pleuronectes^  to 
designate  the  same  genus.  The  present  species,  called  by  the 
fishermen  sand-flounder ,  is  somewhat  common  in  the  sound 
during  summer,  but  is  comparatively  rare  in  the  harbor. 
Their  habits  and  food  are  much  like  those  of  the  flat-fish. 
One  which  I  had  examined,  had  swallowed  two  lai^e  sand" 
launces,  one  small  hydrargira,  and  more  than  a  dozen  shrimps. 
They  are  remarkable  for  their  semi-transparent  appearance, 
and  on  account  of  their  thinness,  and  consequent  small  weight, 
are  seldom  eaten.  They  are  often  taken  in  the  nets,  but  are 
commonly  neglected  by  the  fishermen.  This  is  not  the  spe- 
cies described  by  Dr.  Storer  under  the  name  Rhombus  aquosusy 
and  considered  by  him  to  be  identical  with  the  Pleuronectes 
aquosus,  (or  more  correctly  maculatus)  of  Mitchill.  I  think  he 
was  in  error,  and  that  the  error  arose  from  his  not  having 
seen  Mitchill's  species.  On  Long  Island  both  are  found,  and 
to  one  examining  the  true  aquosus,  the  difference  from  Dr. 
Storer's  description  is  at  once  manifest.  The  proportions  of 
length  and  breadth  given  in  the  two  descriptions  show  us  two 
fish  of  very  different  shapes ;  the  difference  in  size  also  is 
great.  But  in  treating  of  the  next  species  I  propose  to  exhibit 
the  points  of  contrast  between  the  two ;  my  largest  specimen 
of  Mitchill's  maculatus^  to  which  some  reference  will  be  made, 
is  ten  and  a  quarter  inches  in  length. 

Dr.  Dekay  has  given  a  most  admirable  figure  of  this  spe- 
cies, and  a  good  description  ;  he  calls  it  maculatusy  and  gives 
as  a  synonym,  aquosus  of  Storer.  But  how  he  could  recon- 
cile the  two  accounts,  I  cannot  imagine.  Indeed  the  differ- 
ences were  so  apparent,  that  he  could  not  overlook  them. 
He  says,  "  I  cannot  reconcile  the  radial  formula  of  my  own, 
and  other  describers ; "  and  again,  '^  has  been  known  to 
weigh  twenty  pounds."  I  have  never  seen  them,  except  in 
two  instances,  larger  than  the  dimensions  stated  above,  (five 
inches  in  length).     These  discrepancies,  however,  are  very 
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easily  explained,  if  we  suppose  Dr.  Dekay  and  Dr.  Storer  re- 
ferring, as  appears  almost  certain,  to  two  distinct  species. 


Pleuronectes 


This  is  the  fish  considered  by  Dr.  Storer  to  be  the  Pleura- 
nectes  aquosus  of  Mitchill ;  the  differences  of  the  two  we  mUl 
now  consider. 


Pleuronectes  mpiosus      Mitch. 

*'  Measured  nine  inches  from  nose 
to  tail,  and  when  the  dorsal  and  anal 
fins  were  expanded,  five  and  three 
quarters  across.''  In  my  specimen, 
length  ten  and  three  quarters, 
breadth,  exclusive  of  the  fins,  five 
and  a  quarter. 

**  Another  of  the  larjrest  magni- 
tude, was  eleven  inches  long." 

**  Eyes  yellowish  ;  '^  in  my  speci- 
mens, eyes  bright  yellow. 

Lower  jaw  the  longer  in  my 
specimens  ;  *'  teeth  small,  though 
sharp." 

**  J)orsal  fin  commences  belw^een 
the  right  eye,  and  the  upper  lip." 
In  my  largest  specimen,  the  dorsal 
rises  four-tenths  of  an  inch  anterior 
to  the  orbit  of  the  upper  eye,  and 
one-fourth  of  an  inch  posterior  to  the 
point  of  the  upper  jaw. 

The  rays  of  the  anterior  part  of 
the  dorsal,  are  free  for  nearly  half 
of  their  length,  presenting  a  digitate 
appearance.  Mitchill's  figure  in 
this  respect  is  inaccurate. 

Length  of  caudal  rays,  in  my  spe- 
cimen, two  and  three-tenths  inches, 
making  the  proportionate  length  for 
a  fish  of  eighteen  inches,  nearly 
three  and  eight-tenths. 

Fin  rays,  **  D.  65  ;  A.  54." 


Rhombus  aqvosus.    Storer. 

''  Length   of  the    fish    eighteen 
inches,  depth  across  the  middle,  ex- 
!  elusive  of  the  fins,  seven  inches. 


<*  Specimens  have  been  caught 
the  last  season  weighing  twenty 
pounds." 

**  Irides  silvery." 

'I  Jaws  equal  in  length,  and 
armed  with  a  single  row  of  sepa- 
rated, quite  large,  sharp  teeth." 

**  The  dorsad  fin  arises  over  the 
anterior  half  of  the  orbit  of  the 
eyes." 


The  corresponding  rays  are  much 
shorter,  and  but  slightly  free  at  their 
extremities. 


*'  Length  of  caudal  rays,  two  and 
a  half  inches,"  in  a  specimen  eigh- 
'■  teen  inches  long. 


Fin  rays,  "  D.  89  ;  A.  68." 


The  two  fish  appear  thus,  manifestly  distinct.  Of  the 
species  recorded  by  Dr.  Storer,  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  previously  published  description ;  and  as  I  cannot  satisfy 
myself;  that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  any  one  of  those  de- 
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scribed  by  Dr.  Dekay,  I  believe  that  it  is  as  yet  destitute  of  a 
specific  name.  If  this,  however,  shall  prove  to  be  true,  the 
conferring  of  the  name  belongs  of  right  to  the  one  by  whom 
the  fish  has  been  already  most  carefully  and  accurately  de- 
scribed. 

The  present  species  is  not  uncommon  on  Long  Island,  and 
is  often  called  the  sea-flounder. 

AcHiRus  MOLLIS.     Mitch. 

This  fish  is  very  rare ;  I  saw  but  three  specimens  during  a 
residence  of  three  years  on  the  island.  It  occasionally 
ascends  fresh  water  streams,  as  in  October,  1841,  a  very  fine 
specimen  was  obtained  near  Hartford,  Conn.,  forty  miles  from 
salt  water.  It  w^as  presented  to  the  Hartford  Natural  History 
Society,  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Olmstead,  and  is  now  in  their  col- 
lection. 

Anguilla  bostoniensis.    Le  Sueur. 

This  eel,  the  only  one  which  I  was  able  to  find  on  the 
island,  inhabits  the  creeks  and  bays  in  myriads  ;  a  vast  sup- 
ply is  sent  from  the  South  Bay  to  the  New  York  markets. 
On  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  commonly  in  November, 
they  retire  into  the  mud  and  become  torpid,  remaining  so  till 
May,  in  which  condition  many  of  them  are  caught  with 
spears.  During  the  whole  summer  they  are  active,  but  much 
more  so  by  night  than  by  day.  Advantage  is  therefore  often 
taken  of  this  habit  to  spear  them  by  fire-light,  and  in  this 
manner  great  numbers  are  caught.  Their  food  consists 
chiefly  of  various  small  fish,  for  which  they  lie  in  wait,  con- 
cealed in  the  mud  or  eel-grass,  and  they  in  their  turn,  furnish 
a  large  and  excellent  amount  of  food  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  island. 

This  is  unquestionably  the  species  referred  to  by  Dr.  Mitch- 
ill  as  the  Anguilh  vulgaris^  though  his  description  is  very 
short.  It  is  with  equal  certainty  the  ienuirostris  of  Dr.  Dekay ; 
but  as  Dr.  Storer  assures  me  that  Dr.  Dekay's  species  is  identi- 
cal with  the  common  eel  of  Massachusetts,  of  course  the  name 
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boitaniensis  has  the  precedence.  The  species  appears  very 
closely  allied  to  the  acrUirostris  of  Yarrell.  I  subjoin  the  fol- 
lowing notes  taken  from  a  specimen  seventeen  inches  in 
length.  Color  above  dark  olive  green ;  below  white  some- 
what stained  with  yellow.  The  greatest  circumference  of  the 
body,  near  the  origin  of  the  dorsal  fin,  is  three  inches.  The 
pectorals  arise  at  2  I -10  inches  from  the  point  of  the  lower 
jaw  ;  the  dorsal  at  5  6-10 ;  and  the  anal  at  7  1-10. 

Is  there  not  an  error  of  the  press  in  Dr.  Storer's  description 
in  substituting  "  pectorals  "  for  "  dorsal  ? "  "  From  the  lip 
of  the  snout  to  the  base  of  the  pectorals,  eight  inches"  does 
not  seem  to  be  in  proper  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  fish ; 
but  if  in  place  of  "  pectorals  "  we  insert  the  word  "  dorsal," 
the  proportion  is  perfect.* 

Ammodytes  lancea.     Cuv. 

The  sand'launce  is  met  with  in  the  Sound  from  the  first  of 
May  to  the  first  of  November,  and,  during  the  early  summer 
months  more  particularly,  no  other  species  occurs  in  such 
boundless  numbers.  They  constitute  for  some  months  the 
chief  food  of  the  blue-fish  and  the  basse,  and  are  also  eaten 
largely  by  eels,  flat-fish,  gurnards  and  indeed  almost  every 
species  which  is  of  suflicicnt  size  to  destroy  them.  During 
the  stay  of  the  cuttle  fish  (Loligo  illecebrosa)  in  the  harbor, 
which  is  only  three  or  four  weeks  in  May,  they  also  aflford  a 
large  amount  of  food  for  them.  They  are  indeed  almost  in 
the  condition  of  the  flying  fish  within  the  tropics,  exposed  to 
numerous  enemies  from  beneath  and  to  no  less  certain  and 
perhaps  as  continual  danger  from  above.  For  the  terns, 
which  frequent  this  shore  in  great  numbers,  derive  their  chief 
and  probably  we  may  say  sole  support  from  these  sand-launces, 
during  the  two  months  that  they  remain  with  us  before  pro- 
ceeding north  to  rear  their  young.  This  species,  though  of 
no  direct  use  to  man,  is  yet  of  great  importance  in  affording 

y'  r'^  •  *  Dr.  Dekaphas  satisfied  tiimself  of  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Storer's  obserrations 
upon  this  species  by  a  personal  examination  of  specimens  in  Boston  market  since 
this  paper  was  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  publishing  committee.  —  Pub.  Com. 


Fishes  of  Brookhaven,  L.  L  281 

support  to  those  larger  fish  which  from  their  size  and  flavor 
are  in  demand  for  the  table,  and  which  yield  us  no  small  por- 
tion of  our  food. 

I  have  often  watched  with  much  pleasure  the  peculiar  habits 
of  these  fish,  from  which  they  derive  their  generic  name.  In 
pushing  my  boat  along  the  shallow  creeks  of  the  harbor,  each 
thrust  of  the  setting-pole  would  send  them  darting  forth  from 
their  hiding  places  in  the  sand,  so  that  where  none  were  to  be 
seen  before,  the  water  would  become  suddenly  alive  with 
them.  They  would  in  general  spring  rapidly  forward  for  a 
few  yards  or  rods,  and  in  an  instant  disappear  in  the  sand. 
They  may  be  noticed  also  in  companies  of  all  numbers,  from 
one  hundred  to  several  thousands,  swimming  slowly  backward 
and  forward  in  the  creeks.  On  passing  over  a  favorable  spot 
of  sand,  two  or  three  will  be  seen  separating  from  the  main 
body  and  inclining  gently  downward,  as  if  selecting  a  spot  for 
entrance ;  when  near  the  bottom  they  dart  forward,  and, 
striking  the  sand  head-foremost,  disappear  instantly.  Some- 
times, however,  when  the  sand  is  harder  the  impetus  of  their 
plunge  buries  but  little  more  than  their  head,  and  the  body  is 
then  forced  in  with  a  waving  motion,  one  or  two  seconds  being 
occasionally  consumed  in  effecting  an  entrance.  I  have  often 
noticed  them,  while  swimming,  partially  coil  their  bodies  and 
strike  upward  as  at  some  object  in  the  water  ;  probably  they 
were  then  taking  some  one  of  the  insects  which  constitute  the 
chief  portion  of  their  food. 

I  believe  that  this  species  is  the  lancea^  and  as  Dr.  Storer 
has  described  the  tobianus  as  occurring  on  the  coast  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, it  is  reasonable  that  I  should  give  the  grounds  for 
this  belief.  My  notes  and  measurements  are  taken  from  a 
specimen  four  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  which  is  the  largest 
one  in  my  possession  ;  the  largest  one  I  ever  saw  was  not 
quite  five  and  a  half  inches  long. 

One  of  the  marks  distinguishing  the  lancea  from  the  tobia' 
nus  is  the  relative  length  of  the  head.  Yarrell  says  "  the 
length  of  the  head  compared  to  the  length  of  the  fish  is  less 
than  as  one  to  five  ; "  in  my  specimen  the  length  from  the  tip 

35 
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of  the  lower  jaw  to  the  posterior  angle  of  the  operculum  is 
seventeen  twentieths,  in  tobianus  the  corresponding  length 
would  be  an  inch.  Again,  ^^  the  posterior  margin  of  the  eye 
is  less  than  half  way  between  the  point  of  the  lower  jaw  and 
the  posterior  projecting  angle  of  the  gill-cover ; ''  the  distance 
from  the  posterior  margin  of  the  eye  to  the  tip  of  the  lower 
jaw  is  decidedly,  though  slightly,  less  than  the  distance  from 
the  same  point  to  tlic  angle  of  the  operculum.  "  The  dorsal 
fin  commencing  in  a  line  over  the  middle  of  the  pectoral 
fin  ; "  the  dorsal  commences  over  the  last  third  of  the  pecto- 
ral. In  YarrelFs  account  of  the  lancea  the  length  of  the  pec- 
torals is  not  mentioned,  in  tobianus  it  is  said  that  their  length 
is  one  third  of  that  of  the  head ;  in  my  specimens  their  length 
is  half  that  of  the  head.  The  lower  jaw  is  not  so  much  elon- 
gated as  in  the  figure  given  of  tobianus,  agreeing  in  that  re- 
spect perfectly  with  the  figure  of  lancea ;  the  size  also  is  in 
favor  of  the  latter.  I  have  examined  very  great  numbers  of 
specimens,  but  have  been  unable  to  find  more  than  one  spe- 
cies ;  that  species  is,  I  believe,  the  lancea. 

Dr.  Dekay  has  described  an  Ammodytes  which  he  calls 
americanus,  but  it  can  scarcely  be  the  present  species.  In  his 
characteristics  he  says  '*  length  six  to  twelve  inches."  But 
perhaps  this  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  for  at  the  end  of  his 
description  he  says,  "  length,  4.0  —  6.0."  He  does  not 
mention  the  length  of  the  head,  but  the  origin  of  the  dor- 
sal, the  situation  of  the  nostrils,  the  length  of  the  pectorals 
seem  to  indicate  that  it  is  not  the  species  which  I  have  called 
lancea. 

Syngnathus    pfxkianus.     Storer. 

In  the  waters  of  the  island  I  was  able  to  find  but  one  spe- 
cies of  Syngnathus ;  that  one  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  peck- 
ianus. 

They  commonly  remain  at  the  bottom  among  the  eel-grass, 
but  in  warm  days  they  sometimes  come  to  the  surface ;  at 
such  times  I  have  taken  them  up  with  the  hand  without  their 
making  any  attempt  to  escape.     July  3,  1840,  several  were 
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thus  found,  floating  in  a  vertical  position,  with  the  head  bent 
at  a  right  angle  to  the  body  so  as  to  remain  horizontal  near  the 
surface.  Three  of  them  were  males ;  in  one  the  abdominal 
pouch  was  filled  with  eggs ;  in  another,  with  the  young  just 
ready  to  be  set  at  liberty  ;  while  in  the  other  the  pouch  was 
almost  empty,  only  very  few  of  the  young  remaining  in  it. 

These  fish  are  sometimes  caught  in  seines  whose  meshes 
are  more  than  an  inch  in  diameter.  This  happens  from  their 
habit  of  very  frequently  lying  perfectly  still  when  touched  on 
the  side  by  any  object  which  alarms  them.  The  net  strikes 
them  in  this  manner,  and  from  the  great  length  of  their  body, 
reaching  across  many  meshes,  they  are  brought  in  by  it, 
though  if  they  attempted  to  pass  through,  it  would  present  to 
them  no  obstacle  whatever.  When  confined  in  a  vessel  of 
water  I  have  found  them  generally  little  inclined  to  move ; 
but  if  aroused,  their  motions  are  exceedingly  rapid. 

This  species  is  subject  to  very  great  variations  in  color.  I 
have  seen  some,  especially  small  specimens,  which  were  almost 
perfectly  black  both  above  and  beneath ;  others  which  were 
very  light  brown  without  bands;  and  others  which  were 
banded  with  dark  brown.  In  some  the  abdomen  is  bright 
yellow  ;  in  others  it  is  very  light,  almost  white. 

I  have  called  this  species  peckiami^  ;  1  am  perfectly  confi- 
dent that  it  is  also  the  fasciatus  and  viridescens  of  Dekay.  In 
comparing  the  former  with  peckianusy  Dr.  Dekay  says  the 
body  of  his  species  in  front  of  the  dorsal  fin  is  heptangular ; 
this  is  equally  true  of  Dr.  Storer's  species ;  "  head  and  ros- 
trum proportionably  longer ; "  but  this  is  by  no  means  a  con- 
stant character,  the  head  and  rostrum  vary  very  greatly  in 
length  in  fish  of  the  same  size.  ^^  The  greatest  depth  of  the 
rostrum  scarcely  exceeding  twice  the  greatest  depth  of  the 
head,''  evidently  means  nothing ;  perhaps  it  is  owing  to  an 
error  of  the  press.  But  not  to  confine  ourselves  to  these  few 
points,  the  whole  of  Dr.  Dekay's  description  is  perfectly  ap- 
plicable to  the  species  which  I  found  on  Long  Island,  and 
which  Dr.  Storer  says  is  his  peckianus ;  his  figure  also  is  a 
very  beautiful  and  perfect  representation  of  the  same  fish. 

35» 
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And  it  fasciatus  is  a  synonym  for  peckicmusy  viridescem 
roust  also  be  referred  to  the  same,  for  it  seems  impossible  to 
point  out  any  diflercnees  in  the  two  descriptions  given  by  Dr. 
Dekay.     Of  his  viridescens  he  says,  <^  in  recent  specimens,  it 
is  hexangular  before  the  vent  or  anal  fin  ;  but  in  cabinet  spe- 
cimens, a  slight  carina  is  observed  in  the  middle  of  the  belly." 
Now  this  character  is  at  the  most  of  very  slight  value,  for  it  is 
&r  from  being  constant.     In  some  instances  the  two  series  of 
plates  along  the  abdomen  meet  so  as  to  form  a  strongly 
marked  angle,  and  of  course  the  body  is  heptangular  ;  while 
in  others  the  two  series  are  in  the  same  plane  and  the  body  is 
hexangular.     1  have  specimens  which  show  every  gradation 
from  a  very  prominent  angle  to  a  perfectly  flat  surface.     If 
we  take  now  the  whole  remaining  part  of  Dr.  Dekay's  de- 
scription, what  was  written  for  viridescens  applies  with  equal 
correctness  to  fasciatus.     The  number  of  plates,  the  carina 
on  the  head,  the  eyes,  the  opercula,  the  jaws,  the  mouth,  the 
fins,  the  anal  pouch  all  vary  so  slightly  that  I  cannot  regard 
viridescens  as  even  a  variety  of  pecJcianus.     Dr.  Dekay  indeed 
gives  to  fasciatus  three  more  caudal  rays  than  to  viridescens, 
but  that  is  the  greatest  diflerence  which  I  can  find  between 
them.     The  colors  as  before  remarked,  are  of  very  little  im- 
portance. 

DioDON  Maculato-striatus.     Mitch. 

I  had  described  this  as  a  new  species,  supposing  that  it  was 
distinct  from  Mitchill's  fish,  but  since  the  appearance  of  Dr. 
Dekay's  report,  I  have  been  induced  to  suppress  my  descrip- 
tion, for  the  fish  is  there  recorded  under  the  name  given  above. 
How  it  can,  however,  possibly  be  Dr.  Mitchill's  species,  I  can- 
not conceive,  unless  there  are  very  great  errors  in  his  descrip- 
tion. "  Length  four  inches  ;  breadth  about  three  ; "  "  eyes 
two  inches  asunder  "  are  very  far  from  applying  to  my  speci- 
mens. But  these  proportions  can  scarcely  be  correct ;  that  a 
fish  of  this  family  should  have  the  breadth  equal  to  three- 
fourths  of  the  length,  and  the  distance  between  the  eyes  equal 
to  half  the  length,  is  almost  impossible.     There  may  be  an 
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error  of  the  press  or  in  copying.  But  the  color  also  diflfen 
from  my  specimens  and  from  Dr.  Dekay's  description,  though 
this  is  not  of  so  much  importance. 

Dr.  Dekay  says  the  species  is  not  rare ;  but  on  the  north 
shore  of  Brookhaven  it  is  very  seldom  seen.  In  three  years  I 
was  able  to  obtain  but  two  specimens,  and  the  fishermen  al- 
ways spoke  of  it  as  an  extremely  rare  fish.  The  only  other 
specimen  I  have  ever  seen,  is  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Yale  Natu- 
ral History  Society,  New  Haven ;  it  was  probably  taken  some- 
where in  Connecticut. 

The  food  of  the  species  consists,  in  part  at  least,  of  crusta- 
ceous  animals ;  the  stomach  of  one  of  those  which  I  procured, 
contained  fragments  of  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  spider^ 
crab  or  sea-spider  {Lihinia  carwliculata^  S&y)-  ^^»  Dekay 
says,  that  the  stomach  of  one  which  he  examined  was  filled 
with  fragments  of  shells.  That  they  feed  much  on  fish  is  not 
probable,  their  movements  being  too  slow  to  allow  of  their 
securing  food  of  that  kind. 

The  natatory  bladder  is  uncommonly  large  and  bifurcated 
anteriorly,  somewhat  like  that  of  a  Batrachusy  which,  how- 
ever, it  greatly  exceeds  in  its  relative  size. 

Tetraodon  turgidus.     Mitch. 

The  swell-fish  is  very  common,  and  frequently  very  trouble- 
some in  taking  the  bait  used  in  fishing  for  blackfish  and  ptyr- 
gees  while  their  own  flesh  is  considered  of  no  value.  They 
arrive  as  early  as  the  first  of  June  and  remain  till  October.  I 
have  found  the  fin  rays  in  this  species  differing  almost  con- 
stantly. The  most  common  number  for  the  pectorals  appears 
to  be  sixteen  ;  in  one  instance  I  found  them  fifteen ;  in  another 
seventeen ;  in  four  specimens,  fifteen  in  one  pectoral  and  six- 
teen in  the  other ;  and  in  one  instance,  sixteen  on  one  side 
and  seventeen  on  the  other.  The  anal  fin  gives  sometimes 
seven  rays,  and  at  others  eight ;  Dr.  Storer  and  Dr.  Dekay  say 
that  in  the  specimens  described  by  them  the  number  was  six. 

These  fish  possess,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  the  power  of 
changing  their  color  at  will.     If  alarmed  while  lying  on  the 
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sand,  at  a  time  when  they  do  not  choose  to  escape  by  swim- 
ming, they  fade  instantly  so  that  they  show  no  tints  but  a 
dingy  white  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  sand  on  which 
they  lie  ;  if  the  alarm  ceases,  their  original  color  returns  and 
they  arc  again  easily  discernible.  Many  other  fish  possess  this 
faculty,  but  I  have  not  met  with  any  species  which  equalled 
the  swell-fish  in  the  extent  and  rapidity  of  the  change. 

This  species,  in  common  with  the  others  of  the  genus,  has 
the  power  of  inflating  itself  with  air,  or  distending  itself  with 
water.  In  regard  to  this  habit,  Cuvier  and  others  have  made 
a  most  singular  mistake.  Yarrcll  quotes  Dr.  Roget  in  the 
first  volume  of  the  Bridgewater  Treatises  as  follows  :  "  The 
abdominal  region  being  thus  rendered  the  lightest^  the  body 
turns  over,  the  stomach  being  the  uppermost  part,  and  the 
fish  floats  upon  its  back,  without  having  the  power  of  directing 
itself  during  this  state  of  forced  distention."  How  can  such 
an  error  have  arisen  ?  Possibly  it  may  have  been  from  seeing 
the  fish  only  when  out  of  the  water.  If  after  being  caught, 
and  while  still  out  of  the  water,  it  inflates  itself,  it  then,  being 
filled  with  air,  is  of  course  lighter  than  the  water,  and  if  thrown 
on  the  surface  floats  away  with  the  back  downward,  until  ex- 
pelling the  air  it  turns  over  and  dives  to  the  bottom.  But 
how  different  is  the  case  when  we  consider  the  fish  in  itk  natu- 
ral position,  at  the  bottom,  the  situation  contemplated  in  the 
above  quotation.  If  it  then  distends  itself,  whence  is  the  air  to 
be  derived  which  is  to  render  the  fish  so  light  ?  Has  the  fish 
the  power  of  mechanically  separating  it  from  the  water  which 
contains  it,  so  as  to  swallow  the  one  and  reject  the  other  ? 
The  truth  is,  that  if  distended  while  beneath  the  water,  they 
are  of  course  filled  with  water  and  not  with  air,  so  that  their 
specific  gravity  is  neither  increased  nor  diminished  perceptibly. 
Often,  on  catching  them  while  fishing,  I  have  held  them  in 
my  hand  over  the  side  of  the  boat  so  as  to  bring  them  some 
inches  beneath  the  surface  ;  and  by  irritating  the  abdomen 
slightly  with  the  fingers,  they  begin  to  distend  themselves,  and 
soon  become  hard  and  round,  as  usual.  If  liberated  in  this 
condition,  they  are  able  to  swim,  though  more  sluggishly  than 
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at  other  times  ;  their  first  movement  commonly  is  to  come  up 
till  their  head  is  above  the  surface,  when  they  spout  out  the 
water  in  a  continued  stream,  and  being  thus  relieved,  dive  to 
the  bottom.  And  why  is  not  the  purpose,  attributed  to  this 
faculty  by  most  naturalists,  that  of  self-defence,  as  well  se- 
cured by  a  distention  with  water  as  by  an  inflation  with  air? 
The  spines  are  equally  erect  and  fixed,  and  the  whole  fish 
presents  to  all  outward  observation  the  same  appearance  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  But  that  defence  is  really  the 
object  appears  by  no  means  certain,  and,  in  fact,  rather  im- 
probable, from  the  slowness  of  the  operation.  In  this  species 
eight  or  ten  seconds  is  the  shortest  time  in  which  it  is  com- 
pleted, and  it  frequently  consumes  a  minute  or  more,  a  period 
far  too  great  to  be  of  service  in  affording  security  against  a 
danger  so  sudden  as  that  of  an  attack  from  a  larger  fish. 
Probably  the  true  design  of  so  singular  a  faculty  is  yet  un- 
known. 

AciPENSER    OXYRHINCUS.       Mitch. 

This  sturgeon  is  very  common  in  the  Sound  during  sum- 
mer, arriving  as  early  as  the  middle  of  June,  and  remaining 
until  October.  They  are  most  usually  taken  by  harpooning 
them,  though  many  are  caught  in  nets.  Specimens  not  un- 
frequently  are  seen  seven  or  eight  feet  in  length,  but  the 
smaller  ones  are  much  more  esteemed  for  the  table. 


Respecting  the  sharks,  the  account  which  I  can  give  is,  I 
regret  to  say,  very  imperfect.  They  are,  most  of  them,  fish 
which  swim  singly,  are  difficult  to  take,  and  in  some  cases  oc- 
cur at  any  given  place  only  once  in  the  course  of  several 
years;  so  that  a  long  time  is  requisite  to  determine  what  spe- 
cies ought  actually  to  be  included.  I  saw  but  three  during 
my  residence  on  Long  Island,  though  I  received  information 
in  regard  to  several  others.  The  three  are  all  that  I  shall 
notice  here. 
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Carcharias  griseus.     Ajrres. 

This  shark  I  have  met  with  in  but  one  instance ;  it  was 
taken  in  a  net  August  11,  1841. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  referred  to  any  one  of  the  species 
described  by  Dr.  Dekay,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any 
description  with  which  it  agrees.  With  its  habits  I  am  un- 
acquainted. 

MusTELUs  CANis.     Mitch. 

This  is  the  most  common,  and  in  fact  the  only  common, 
species  of  this  family  found  in  these  waters ;  they  are  fre- 
quently taken  in  nets  drawn  for  other  fish,  though  never,  I 
believe,  more  than  one  or  two  at  a  time.  The  largest  one  I 
have  seen,  measured  fifty-one  inches  in  length.  They  are 
universally  called  by  the  fishermen,  dog-fish,  which,  according 
to  Dr.  Milchill  and  Dr.  Dekay  is  the  name  by  which  they  are 
distinguished  near  New  York.  Indeed  their  general  resem- 
blance to  the  dog-fish  is  very  striking,  and  an  inexperienced 
observer  may  be  readily  excused  for  confounding  the  two. 
From  the  form  of  their  teeth  we  may  naturally  suppose  that 
their  food  does  not  consist  of  fish.  The  stomach  of  one 
which  I  examined  contained  shrimps,  a  small  crab,  and  the 
fragments  of  a  specimen  of  Macira  oralis. 

As  this  species  is  not  mentioned  in  Dr.  Storer's  Report,  it 
seems  probable  that  it  does  not  inhabit  so  far  north  as  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts  ;  how  much  beyond  New  York  it  ex- 
tends to  the  south  we  cannot  at  present  determine. 


Spinax  acanthias.     Lin. 

The  dog-fish,  though  said  by  Dr.  Storer  to  be  at  some  sea- 
sons very  common  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  is  in  Brook- 
haven  very  rare.  I  saw  but  one  specimen  ;  it  was  taken  in 
Old  Man's  Harbor,  May  21,  1841. 


Fishes  of  BrookhaveUj  L.  I.  289 

Raia  diaphanes.    Mitch. 

Plate  XII.    Fig  2.* 

A  ray,  which  I  am  inclined  to  consider  the  same  as  the 
diaphanes  of  Mitchill,  is  frequently  taken  in  nets  during  sum- 
mer. It  agrees  with  Dr.  Mitchill's  account  in  almost  every 
thing,  except  the  spines  on  the  tail.  Unfortunately  I  neg- 
lected to  take  a  description  from  recent  specimens ;  I  pre- 
pared, however,  a  drawing,  which  is  annexed.  Dr.  Dekay's 
figure  agrees  much  more  nearly  than  mine  does  with  Mitchill's 
account,  in  regard  to  the  spines  on  the  tail.  I  examined  sev- 
eral fine  specimens,  and  these  spines  were  always  much  more 
numerous  than  Dr.  Dekay  has  represented  them.  Whether 
the  two  can  belong  to  the  same  species  may  perhaps  be 
questioned.  In  my  fish  the  dorsals  are  not  adipose,  but  con- 
tain distinct  rays ;  the  ventrals  also  are  smaller.  The  very 
remarkable  peculiarity,  however,  of  the  translucent  portion 
before  the  eyes  induced  me  to  suppose  that  1  had  found 
Mitchill's  diaphanes. 

Pastinaca  hast  at  a  ?     Dekay. 

The  rough-tailed  sting  ray,  as  this  is  called  by  the  fisher- 
men to  distinguish  it  from  the  following  species,  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  after  the  middle  of  July;  fifteen  to  eighteen 
of  them  being  sometimes  taken  at  one  haul  of  the  net.  Their 
lengths  vary  from  five  to  ten  feet. 

That  this  is  the  Raia  centroura  of  Dr.  Mitchill  I  have  no 
doubt.  It  agrees  perfectly  with  the  few  characters  mentioned 
by  him,  and  as  it  abounds  in  waters  so  near  to  those  in  which 
his  specimens  were  obtained,  it  appears  almost  certain  that  it 
is  the  species  to  which  he  alludes.  I  think  that  it  is  also  the 
hastata  of  Dr.  Dekay,  though  the  spines  on  the  tail,  as  de- 
scribed by  him,  differ  from  what  I  have  ever  found  them.  I 
have  examined  great  numbers  of  specimens,  and  have  invaria- 

♦  This  plate  was  prepared  before  the  publication  of  Dr.  Dekay's  work,  otherwite, 
it  would  not  now  appear. — Pub.  Com. 
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bly  found  two  of  these  spines  and  no  more.  They  vary  indeed 
in  length  but  not  in  number,  and  are  always  placed  in  close 
connection,  one  immediately  over  the  other.  Dr.  Dekay, 
however,  describes  his  specimen  as  having  three  spines,  of 
which  the  first  is  three  inches  from  the  second.  But  as  in  his 
characteristics,  he  says  the  tail  is  "  armed  with  two  or  more 
spines,"  it  is  possible  that  the  number  "  three  "  is  only  an  ac- 
cidental variation. 

It  appears  to  me  that  Dr.  Dekay  has  not  acted  wisely  in 
rejecting  Mitchill's  name,  especially  as  he  has  adopted  many 
of  his  specific  names  where  there  is  no  more  to  guide  us  in 
determining  the  species  than  we  have  in  this  instance.  But 
as  he  has  given  a  description,  accompanied  by  a  good  figure, 
of  his  fish,  I  have  judged  it  better  to  adopt  the  name,  hasiata, 
proposed  by  him. 

Myliobatis  bispinosus.     Storer. 

Plate  XIII.     Fig  1. 

This  species,  the  smooth-tailed  sting  ray  of  the  fishermen,  is 
much  less  common  than  the  last,  and  may  indeed  be  con- 
sidered very  rare.  I  have  seen  but  one  specimen  ;  this  was 
caught  July  17,  1841,  and  was  three  feet  eleven  inches  in 
length.  It  is  a  very  clearly  marked  species,  and  as  Dr.  Storer 
was  obliged  to  draw  up  his  account  from* imperfect  materials, 
I  have  prepared  a  description  and  drawing,  taken  from  the 
specimen  which  I  obtained  on  Long  Island. 

Entire  length  three  feet  eleven  inches  ;  length  exclusive  of  the  tail  one 
foot  six  inches ;  breadth  across  the  pectorals  two  feet  five  inches.  Dis- 
tance between  the  eyes  four  and  a  quarter  inches  ;  eyes  vertical,  elliptical, 
greatest  diameter  one  inch,  least  diameter  three  quarters.  On  the  summit 
of  the  orbit  of  each  eye  is  a  hard,  blunt,  vertical  projection,  about  one 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  height,  nearly  white  at  the  extremity. 

Body  above,  smooth,  entirely  destitute  of  spines,  even  on  the  dorsal 
ridge.  Color  of  the  whole  body  and  head  above,  reddish  brown ;  tail 
lighter  at  the  base,  but  nearly  black  towards  the  tip;  color  beneath, 
whitish. 

The  head  is  rounded  anteriorly,  and  extends  backward,  widening  but 
little,  for  four  and  a  half  inches,  until  opposite  the  eyes  where  it  joins  the 
body.     Mouth  two  inches  in  breadth,  situated  four  inches  posterior  to  the 
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snoot ;  jawB  lined  with  numerous  blunt,  tesselated  teeth.  Nostrils  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  anterior  to  the  mouth,  each  provided  with  a  valve,  and 
having  a  depression  or  channel  leading  back  almost  to  the  comer  of  the 
mouth.  Branchial  apertures  five  on  each  side ;  distance  between  the  ante- 
rior pair  four  inches.  Spiracles  situated  behind  the  eyes,  elliptical,  one 
and  a  half  inches  in  length. 

On  the  tail  are  two  reversely  serrated  spines,  one  situated  directly  above 
the  other,  of  which  the  upper  one  is  the  shorter ;  their  lengths  are  two 
and  three  fourths,  and  three  and  three  fourth  inches.  Their  insertion  is  at 
about  five  and  a  half  inches  from  the  origin  of  the  tail ;  in  color  they  are 
dingy  white. 

Immediately  before  them  is  a  small  dorsal  fin,  one  and  a  half  inches  in 
length,  and  one  inch  in  height.  Tail  very  slender,  smooth  to  the  tip,  the 
inferior  surface  presenting  no  vestige  whatever  of  fins.  Anus  beneath  the 
origin  of  the  tail ;  immediately  posterior  to  it  arc  two  cylindrical,  or  slightly 
conic,  appendages,  three  and  three  fourth  inches  in  length. 

As  the  specimen  here  described  is  the  only  one  which  has  fallen  under 
my  notice,  I  am  of  course  unable  to  determine  whether  all  the  characters 
which  have  been  stated  will  prove  to  be  constant  With  respect  to  one, 
the  relative  length  of  the  two  spines  upon  the  tail,  variation  may  probably 
be  expected.  The  upper  spine  will,  in  some  instances,  doubtless  be  the 
longer  of  the  two.  The  specimen  figured  was  apparently  a  male ;  it  was 
obtained  at  the  same  place  with  the  preceding  species. 

I  have  thus  completed  my  notice  of  the  fishes  occurring  in 
Brookhaven.  That  it  is  a  complete  hst  I  am  very  far  from 
beheving.  I  was  there  but  three  years,  and  I  have  confined 
my  remarks,  with  two  exceptions,  to  those  which  I  myself  ob- 
served during  that  time.  Those  two,  the  drum-fish  and  the 
mackerel^  are  species  so  well  known  that  I  thought  myself  safe 
in  admitting  them  from  the  accounts  of  the  fishermen.  If  I 
had  been  willing  to  include  those  of  which  I  had  received  sat- 
isfactory information,  but  of  which  I  had  not  seen  specimens, 
a  few  more  species  might  have  been  added.  In  two  instances 
fish  were  described  to  me  as  having  been  taken,  one  at  Green- 
port  and  the  other  at  Miller's  Place,  which  attracted  attention 
from  the  singular  structure  of  the  head,  and  which  were  evi- 
dently Remoras,  but  of  what  species  I  could  not  of  course 
determine.  Lampreys  also  are  taken  every  year  in  the  Con- 
necticut River  at  Fireplace ;  they  are,  I  suppose,  the  Petro- 
myzon  americanus  of  Le  Sueur.  I  heard  also  of  two  or  three 
species  of  sharks  which  I  did  not  see  ;  and  of  a  fish  called  in 
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the  South  Bay,  LafayetlCy  but  which  I  should  judge  to  be  not 
identical  with  the  one  mentioned  by  Dr.  Dekay  under  that 
name,  the  Lciostomus  obliquus.  Since  I  left  the  island  also 
one  species  has  been  added  to  the  list.  During  the  summer 
of  1842,  the  Pelamys  sarda  appeared  on  the  north  shore  of 
Brookhaven,  and  quite  a  number  of  them  were  taken.  They 
were  entirely  new  to  the  fishermen,  who  had  never  seen  there 
any  species  like  them.  While  on  a  visit  to  the  island  in  Au- 
gust, 1842,  I  saw  two  specimens,  of  which  I  obtained  one; 
they  weighed  about  four  pounds  each.  It  appears  to  me, 
therefore,  not  improbable  that  a  residence  of  a  few  more  years 
would  have  enabled  me  to  double  the  number  of  species  here 
recorded. 

In  some  instances  my  obser\Titions  may  seem  to  vary  from 
the  assertions  of  others,  or  even  to  contradict  them.  In  re- 
gard to  these  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  that  what  I  have 
stated  has  been  what,  in  almost  every  case,  has  come  under 
my  own  notice,  and  that  these  apparent  discrepancies  may  be 
only  local  peculiarities  of  habit.  Thus  the  Belone  truncata  I 
found  to  move  only  or  chiefly  in  the  night.  Several  species 
I  have  mentioned  as  very  rare  while  on  other  parts  of  our 
coast  they  are  common,  as  the  Scomber  vernalis,  Moirhua 
pruinosa,  and  others.  I  have  simply,  however,  recorded  the 
facts  as  I  found  them.  In  other  cases  I  have  named  as  com- 
mon what  Dr.  Dekay  calls  very  rare.  A  remarkable  example 
of  this  is  the  Prionotus  carolinus.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  the  fish  to  which  we  both  refer  is  the  same  ;  his  descrip- 
tion and  figure  agree  perfectly  with  my  specimens.  And  yet 
he  says,  "  This  is  a  very  rare  species.  In  the  course  of  twenty 
years,  I  have  not  met  with  more  than  six  or  eight  individuals." 
While  at  Miller's  Place  scarcely  any  species  is  more  common ; 
1  have  seen  many  hundreds  taken  in  the  course  of  a  single 
afternoon. 

In  the  last  number  of  this  Journal  a  Cottiis  was  mentioned 
by  me,  with  the  specific  name  variabilis,  supposing  that  it  was 
undescribed.  It  is,  I  think,  the  one  intended  by  Dr.  Dekay 
as  the  Cottus  aneus;  the  name  proposed  by  me  must,  of 
course,  be  suppressed. 
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Art.  XXIV.  —  descriptions  OF  FOUR  SPECIES  OF  FISH  FROM 
BROOKHAVEN,  L.  L,  ALL  OF  WHICH  ARE  BELIEVED  TO  BE  NEW. 
By  William  O.  Atbeh,  of  East  Hartford,  Con. 

Carcharias  griseus. 
Plate  XII.     Fig.  4. 

Length  forty-one  inches  ;  greatest  depth  five  and  a  quarter 
inches.  Color  above  light  bluish  gray,  sides  lighter,  beneath 
white.  Branchial  orifices  five  on  each  side,  the  posterior  one 
being  above  the  origin  of  the  pectoral  fin.  Eyes  oval  and 
vertical,  two  and  a  quarter  inches  posterior  to  the  snout,  their 
length  half  an  inch.  Mouth  on  the  inferior  surface,  about 
two  and  a  half  inches  behind  the  snout.  Teeth  numerous  in 
both  jaws,  but  not  arranged  in  regular  rows ;  in  the  upper 
jaw,  however,  two  indistinct  rows  may  be  traced.  Teeth  in 
both  jaws  similar  in  shape  ;  they  are  long  and  pointed,  (with 
spreading  roots),  and  in  some  instances  are  furnished  with  a 
small  projection  on  each  side  near  the  base,  like  those  of  the 
genus  scyllium ;  in  others  these  appendages  are  wanting ;  edges 
of  the  teeth  smooth.  Nostrils  oval,  immediately  anterior  to 
the  mouth.  No  spiracles  discernible  on  the  closest  examina- 
tion. 

The  pectorals  arise  about  nine  inches  from  the  snout ;  they 
are  horizontal,  and  their  height,  measuring  along  the  edge  to 
the  tip  is  five  and  a  quarter  inches.  The  first  dorsal  arises 
fifteen  inches  from  the  snout,  is  four  and  three  fourth  inches 
in  length,  three  and  a  half  in  height,  nearly  straight  on  the 
anterior  edge  and  concave  behind  ;  the  posterior  portion  is 
free.  The  ventrals  arise  twenty-one  and  a  quarter  inches 
from  the  snout,  are  horizontal  and  measuring  as  in  the  pecto- 
rals, are  three  and  a  half  inches  in  height.  The  second  dorsal 
arises  eight  inches  posterior  to  the  origin  of  the  first,  is  three 
and  a  half  inches  in  length,  two  and  a  quarter  in  height, 
shaped  much  like  the  first.  The  anal  arises  twenty-six  and 
a  quarter  inches  from  the  snout,  is  two  inches  and  a  half  ill 
length,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  height. 
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At  the  orif^n  of  the  caudal  fin  is  a  rather  shallow  depression 
crossing  the  body,  nearly  half  an  inch  in  breadth  ;  the  distance 
from  this  depression  to  the  termination  of  the  vertebrae  is  nine 
and  three-fourth  inches.  The  inferior  portion  of  the  tail  pre- 
sents two  lobes ;  the  first  is  at  the  anterior  extremity  of  the 
fin,  the  height  of  which  is  three  and  three-fourth  inches ;  the 
other  is  two  inches  from  the  end  of  the  tail,  the  height  of  the 
lobe  being  an  inch  and  a  quarter. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  species  to  which  this  can  be 
considered  very  nearly  allied.  It  differs  in  respect  to  the 
teeth  from  almost  all  others  of  the  genus  and  indeed  corres- 
ponds in  this  point  more  nearly  with  the  characters  of  Scyl- 
Hum.  That  it  cannot,  however,  belong  to  this  latter  genus  is 
apparent  from  the  position  of  the  first  dorsal  and  from  the 
structure  of  the  nostrils. 

Though  the  specimen  from  which  my  description  was  taken 
was  only  forty-one  inches  in  length,  I  am  yet  confident  that 
the  species  attains  a  much  greater  size.  I  have  several  teeth 
which  were  taken  from  a  shark  caught  on  the  south  side  of 
the  island  ;  they  belong  evidently  to  a  fish  of  this  species,  and 
judging  from  their  relative  size,  the  individual  could  not  have 
been  less  than  seven  feet  long. 

The  specimen  figured  was  caught  in  the  Sound,  on  the  north 
shore  of  Brookhavcn,  L.  I. 

Gasterosteus  millepunctatus. 
Plate  XII.     Fig.  3. 

Entire  length  one  inch  and  eight  tenths ;  greatest  depth 
four  tenths  of  an  inch  ;  depth  at  the  insertion  of  the  caudal 
fin  three  twentieths ;  depth,  one  fifth  of  an  inch  anterior  to 
the  caudal  fin,  only  a  little  more  than  one  twentieth.  Body 
very  thin  on  the  back,  but  widening  toward  the  abdomen, 
where  it  is  in  some  specimens  three  tenths  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness ;  posterior  to  the  origin  of  the  anal  fin  the  body  is  some- 
what compressed. 

In  color  the  sides  show  a  ground  of  greenish  olive,  thickly 
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clouded  over  with  brown  ;  this  latter,  however,  does  not  con- 
sist of  a  plain  shading  of  that  color,  but  of  a  very  vast  num- 
ber of  small,  blackish  spots,  not  dispersed  uniformly,  but  gath- 
ered in  clouds  and  waves,  and  sometimes  in  tolerably  well- 
defined  vertical  bands.  Lower  portion  of  the  sides  somewhat 
lighter,  abdomen  silvery.  Colors  of  the  head  like  those  of  the 
body,  the  top  and  upper  part  of  the  sides  being  greenish, 
clouded  with  brown,  while  the  lower  portions  of  the  opercu- 
lum and  preoperculum  and  the  throat  are  lighter.  In  one 
specimen  in  my  possession,  the  spots  on  the  sides  are  nearly 
confluent,  so  that  the  whole  upper  part  of  the  fish  appears 
almost  black. 

Eyes  near  the  summit  of  the  head,  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  distance  between  them  a  little  less  than  tJieir  diame- 
ter. Mouth  rather  small,  inclining  upward,  teeth  numerous  in 
both  jaws.  Lateml  line  arises  above  the  operculum,  ascends 
slightly,  then  descends  until  past  the  origin  of  the  dorsal  fin, 
whence  it  proceeds  in  nearly  a  straight  course  to  the  tail. 
Sides  entirely  destitute  of  the  plates  which  characterize  most 
species  of  the  genus. 

The  dorsal  fin  arises  eight  tenths  of  an  inch  from  the  point 
of  the  upper  jaw,  is  half  an  inch  in  length  and  one  tenth  of 
an  inch  in  height.  Anterior  to  the  fin  are  four  spines,  three 
of  which  are  free.  The  first  is  one  sixth  of  an  inch  in  height, 
the  second  a  very  little  shorter  than  the  first,  the  third  about 
one  eighth  of  an  inch  high,  the  fourth,  which  is  connected 
with  the  dorsal  fin,  of  the  same  height  with  the  second. 

Each  ventral  fin  is  represented  by  a  single  serrated  spine, 
one  fifth  of  an  inch  in  length.  In  some  of  the  younger  indi- 
viduals this  spine  is  bright  red,  but  I  have  not  found  it  so 
colored  in  any  case  where  the  fish  was  more  than  an  inch  long. 
The  pectorals  arise  about  one  tenth  of  an  inch  from  the  oper- 
culum, are  three  twentieths  of  an  inch  in  length,  one  fifth  of  an 
inch  in  height,  rounded.  Anal  three  twentieths  of  an  inch  in 
height,  half  an  inch  in  length,  terminating  on  the  same  plane 
with  the  dorsal  fin.  Immediately  preceding  the  origin  of  the 
anal  is  a  spine,  a  little  less  in  height  than  the  height  of  the  fin. 
Caudal  fin  square  at  the  extremity,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  high. 
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This  species  inhabits  both  the  salt  and  fresh  water;  in 
Old  Man's  Harbor  it  is  very  abundant,  and  I  have  found  it 
also  in  tlie  Connecticut  river  on  the  south  side  of  the  island, 
and  in  the  Hockanuin  river,  about  two  miles  east  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  The  specimen  figured  was  one  from  the 
fresh  water ;  they  are  a  little  deeper  in  proportion  to  their 
length  than  those  from  the  salt  water. 

In  the  want  of  armature  on  the  sides,  this  species  resembles 
the  G,  Icevis  of  Cuvier,  and  apparently  the  apeltes.  If  Mr. 
Swainson's  arrangement  were  to  be  adopted,  this  character 
would  place  it  in  his  subgenus  Leiurus,  The  specimen  from 
which  my  description  was  drawn  was  about  as  lai^  as  any  I 
have  seen. 

FuNDULUS  FUSCUS. 

Plate  XHI.     Fig.  2. 

Entire  length  two  and  one  tenth  inches ;  greatest  depth 
nine  twentieths.  Body  rather  rounded,  somewhat  compressed 
toward  the  tail.  Color  above  and  on  the  sides  very  dark 
brown,  striped  longitudinally  with  narrow  lines,  which  are 
lighter.  Abdomen,  lower  jaw,  preoperculum,  and  lower  part 
of  the  operculum  very  light  brown,  almost  white.  Near  the 
origin  of  the  caudal  fin  a  black  vertical  band  crosses  the  body. 
Mouth  rather  small ;  teeth  numerous  and  arranged  in  the  fol- 
lowing order.  Those  in  the  lower  jaw  are  in  a  double  row, 
which  however  is  not  perfectly  regular.  In  the  upper  jaw, 
the  intermaxillaries  are  densely  crowded  with  teeth,  while  on 
the  maxillaries  are  none.  On  each  palatine  bone  is  a  double 
row,  and  on  the  vomer  are  a  few.  The  superior  pharyngeals 
are  thickly  covered ;  the  same  is  true  of  the  inferior  pharyn- 
geals, the  lower  part  of  the  last  pair  of  branchial  arches,  and 
the  posterior  one  of  the  chain  of  small  bones,  which  extend 
backward  from  the  tongue  and  connect  the  arches.  The 
tongue  is  smooth. 

The  eyes  are  three  twentieths  of  an  inch  from  the  termi- 
nation of  the  upper  jaw,  and  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in  diamer 
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ter.  The  scales  extend  over  the  body  and  head ;  they  are 
large  but  not  prominent,  and  when  the  fish  is  alive  are  scarcely 
discernible.  A  number  of  very  distinct  mucous  pores  are 
scattered  on  the  top  and  sides  of  the  head.  The  lateral  line 
arises  at  the  upper  angle  of  the  operculum,  and  runs  in  nearly 
a  straight  course  to  the  tail ;  it  is  not  apparent  without  close 
observation. 

The  dorsal  fin  arises  one  inch  from  the  point  of  the  upper 
jaw,  is  half  an  inch  in  length,  three  tenths  of  an  inch  in  height, 
rounded,  rays  all  flexible.  The  anal  fin  arises  one  fifth  of  an 
inch  posterior  to  the  origin  of  the  dorsal,  is  three  twentieths 
of  an  inch  in  length,  seven  twentieths  in  height.  Origin  of 
the  ventrals  three  tenths  of  an  inch  anterior  to  that  of  the 
anal ;  they  are  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in  length,  three  tenths  in 
height.  Pectorals  rounded,  arising  immediately  posterior  to 
the  termination  of  the  operculum,  a  little  more  than  one  tenth 
of  an  inch  in  length,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  height.  Cau- 
dal fin  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  length,  four  tenths  in  height, 
rounded. 

Branchial  rays  four. 

Fin  Rays,  D.  15;  P.  14 ;  V.  6;  A.  9 ;  C.  13. 

This  species  appears  to  me  correctly  referrible  to  the  ge- 
nus Fundulus,  as  it  agrees  with  it  in  all  points.  It  is,  indeed, 
very  distinct  from  the  fishes  placed  in  that  genus  by  Dr.  De- 
kay ;  still  I  think  it  ought  to  be  called  Fundulusy  while  those 
which  he  has  included  under  that  name  I  should  arrange  with 
Hydrargira  of  Le  Sueur.  To  this  latter  genus,  the  species 
which  I  have  described,  evidently  does  not  belong ;  but  before 
mentioning  the  points  of  difference  it  is  necessary  to  notice 
one  or  two  of  the  peculiarities  of  Hydrargira. 

Le  Sueur  describes  his  genus  as  having  the  ^' jaws  protrac- 
tile," and  the  structure  of  the  mouth  which  renders  them  pro- 
tractile, is  somewhat  peculiar.  The  whole  of  the  mouth,  so 
far  as  the  upper  jaw  is  concerned,  is  formed  by  the  intermax- 
illaries,  which  are  very  large.  The  pedicels  of  these  intermax- 
illaries  are  uncommonly  long,  thus  enabling  the  whole  to  be 
thrust  far  forward,  and  rendering  the  mouth  protractile.  And 
36 
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as  the  body  of  the  intermaxillary  turns  off  at  nearly  a  rigbt 
angle  to  the  pedicel,  it  follows  that  the  mouth  is  transverse, 
scarcely  opening  backward  at  all.  It  should  not  be  inferred, 
however,  from  this,  that  the  maxillaries  are  small ;  they  are  in 
fact  rather  large,  about  as  long  as  the  intermaxillaries,  and  yet 
they  form  no  part  of  the  opening  of  the  mouth.  Their  upper 
termination  is  immediately  behind  the  angles  of  the  inter- 
maxillaries, and  they  descend  on  each  side  to  a  point  below 
the  corner  of  the  mouth  and  posterior  to  it,  being  covered  in 
part  by  the  anterior  sub-orbitar  bone.  They  lie  therefore  en- 
tirely posterior  to  the  intermaxillaries,  and  are  not  connected 
at  all  with  them.  When  the  jaw  is  thrust  forward  to  its 
greatest  extent,  the  maxillaries  remain  unmoved.  Nor  is  this 
confined  to  a  single  species;  I  have  (oxxiyfasciata,  mullifas' 
data,  piscuhnta  and  flavuloy  and  in  all  these  the  structure  of 
the  mouth  corresponds  perfectly  to  what  I  have  here  men- 
tioned. It  will  probably  be  found,  therefore,  common  to  the 
whole  genus.  Another  thing  in  which  all  the  species  seem  to 
agree,  is  in  the  scales  on  the  top  of  the  head.  These  are 
large,  with  one  in  the  centre,  covering  the  others  near  it,  all 
its  edges  being  free. 

Now  in  neither  of  these  particulars  does  the  species  which 
I  have  described  (fuscus)  correspond  with  the  account  here 
given.  The  intermaxillaries  arc  very  short,  and  the  sides  of 
the  upper  jaw  are  formed  by  the  maxillaries.  The  anterior 
frontal  bone  extends  forward  to  the  very  extremity  of  the 
head  ;  under  the  tip  of  it  are  the  short  intermaxillaries  studded 
with  teeth,  and  extending  from  them  downward  are  the 
maxillaries  destitute  of  teeth.  The  scaling  also  on  the  top  of 
the  head  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of  ordinary  fishes. 
This  species,  therefore,  is  apparently  very  distinct  from  Hy- 
drargira ;  and  if  it  is  not  a  Fundulus,  I  do  not  know  where  to 
arrange  it.  The  structure  of  the  mouth  would  indeed  appear 
to  separate  it  from  the  family  of  the  Cyprinida,  in  which,  Cu- 
vier  says,  the  whole  border  of  the  upper  jaw  is  formed  by  the 
intermaxillaries,  and  yet  it  seems  necessarily  included  in  that 
family. 
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I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it  except  in  the  Connecticut 
river,  and  a  stream  in  the  southern  part  of  Brookhaven.  That 
it  exists,  however,  in  other  parts  of  Long  Island  is  not  at  all 
improbable. 

Leuciscus  nasutus. 

Plate  XIII.     Fig.  3. 

Entire  length  three  and  a  half  inches;  greatest  depth  six 
tenths  of  an  inch  ;  depth  at  the  insertion  of  the  caudal  fin, 
three  tenths ;  length  of  the  head,  three  fourths  ;  depth  of  the 
head,  four  tenths. 

Color  above,  and  on  the  sides,  dark  blackish  brown.  All 
beneath,  from  the  tip  of  the  upper  jaw  to  the  caudal  fin, 
nearly  white..  The  dark  brown  of  the  sides  becomes  a  little 
lighter  as  it  descends,  still  the  transition  to  the  white  beneath 
is  very  abrupt.  The  dorsal  and  caudal  fins  are  light  brown, 
lighter  than  the  back  ;  ventrals  and  anal  nearly  transparent ; 
pectorals  a  little  darker  than  the  ventrals. 

Eyes  three  tenths  of  an  inch  from  the  extremity  of  the  up- 
per jaw,  three  twentieths  in  diameter ;  iris  silvery,  clouded 
with  dark  dots. 

Mouth  semicircular,  situated  beneath  the  projecting  snout, 
small,  toothless  ;  lips  not  corrugated,  perfectly  smooth. 

Head  destitute  of  scales ;  those  on  the  body,  small.  The 
lateral  line  commencing  at  the  upper  angle  of  the  operculum 
bends  slightly  downward,  and  then  runs  nearly  straight  to  the 
caudal  fin.  When  the  specimen  becomes  dry  it  may  be 
traced  passing  forward  from  the  angle  of  the  operculum  till  it 
almost  reaches  the  eye,  then  turning  abruptly  downward  at 
nearly  a  right  angle  it  descends  till  it  is  below  the  level  of  the 
eye  ;  turning  again  it  passes  forward  until  bending  upward 
and  backward  it  terminates  at  the  anterior  side  of  the  nostrils. 

Nostrils  situated  in  an  oval  depresssion  anterior  to  the  up- 
per part  of  the  eye  ;  the  posterior  aperture  the  larger. 

The  dorsal  fin  arises  one  inch  and  nine  twentieths  from  the 
tip  of  the  head,  is  seven  twentieths  in  length,  eleven  twenti- 
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eths  in  height,  trapezoidal  in  form.  The  anal  arises  nine 
twentieths  of  an  inch  posterior  to  the  origin  of  the  dorsal,  is 
similar  to  that  fin  in  shape,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  length, 
eleven  twentieths  in  height.  The  ventrals  arising  six  tenths 
of  an  inch  anterior  to  the  origin  of  the  anal,  are  three  twen- 
tieths of  an  inch  in  length,  half  an  inch  in  height,  rounded. 
The  pectorals  are  situated  very  low  down,  almost  beneath  the 
body  ;  their  origin  is  opposite  to  the  termination  of  the  oper- 
culum, they  are  eleven  twentieths  of  an  inch  in  height,  three 
twentieths  in  length,  rounded.  The  caudal  fin  is  beautifully 
lunated,  being  six  tenths  of  an  inch  in  height  at  the  extremi- 
ties, three  tenths  in  the  height  of  the  central  rays. 

Branchial  rays  three,  flat  and  broad. 

Fin  rays,  D.  10 ;  A.  8  ;  V.  9  ;  P.  16  ;  C.  19. 

The  abdominal  anatomy  bears  u  striking  resemblance  to 
that  of  i.  pulchellusy  Storer.  The  stomach  diflfers  from  the 
other  parts  of  the  alimentary  canal  only  in  being  a  little 
larger  ;  it  diminishes  very  gradually  as  it  passes  backward 
rather  more  than  half  the  length  of  the  abdomen,  and  termi- 
nates at  a  tolerably  well  defined  pylorus.  From  the  pylorus 
the  canal  is  reflexcd  and  extending  forward  almost  to  the  an- 
terior extremity  of  the  abdominal  cavity  it  turns  backward 
and  proceeds  straight  to  the  anus.  Its  size  from  the  pylorus 
is  nearly  uniform.     Caeca  none. 

The  liver  is  unequally  divided  into  three  lobes.  The  first, 
which  is  largest,  is  situated  on  the  right  side  ;  the  second  lies 
beneath  the  folds  of  the  intestinal  canal,  and  is  longer  than 
the  first  but  more  slender ;  the  third,  which  is  short,  is  on  the 
left  side. 

The  air-bladder  is  double,  being  divided  by  a  transverse 
stricture  so  that  it  appears  formed  of  two  sacs  united  by  a 
slender  neck  ;  the  posterior  division  is  much  the  larger.  From 
the  anterior  part  of  this  latter  division  proceeds  a  slender  tube 
which  enters  the  a^sophagus,  thus  forming  a  communication 
with  the  external  air. 

The  ovaries  in  the  female  are  double,  oval  in  form,  occupy- 
ing, when  fully  developed,  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  ab- 
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domen  ;  the  eggs,  being  large,  are  comparatively  but  few  in 
number. 

It  appears  to  me  unquestionable  that  this  species  ought  to 
be  placed  in  the  genus  Leuciscus.  The  singular  position  of 
the  mouth  seems  at  first  sight  to  render  it  so  very  unlike  any 
known  species  of  the  genus,  that  we  can  scarcely  believe  it 
should  be  so  referred.  An  examination  of  the  anatomy  of  the 
fish,  however,  apparently  removes  every  diflliculty.  The  struc- 
ture of  the  abdominal  organs,  as  already  noticed,  is  in  perfect 
accordance  with  what  we  find  in  other  species  of  the  genus, 
but  a  still  more  remarkable  resemblance  remains  yet  to  be 
mentioned  ;  it  is  in  respect  to  the  armature  of  the  throat,  the 
inferior  pharyngeal  bones.  These  in  Leucisctis  are  large,  very 
strong,  curved,  and  furnished  on  their  inner  and  posterior 
edge  with  several  stout,  conic,  bony  processes  which  appear 
like  teeth,  and  are  the  only  organs  answering  the  purpose  of 
teeth  with  which  the  fish  is  provided.  These  bones  are  fur- 
nished with  several  pairs  of  muscles.  In  order  to  afford  at- 
tachment for  one  of  these,  a  pair  which  passing  inward  and 
backwark  is  designed  to  bring  the  bones  together,  and  cause 
them  to  act  one  against  the  other,  we  find  that  the  basilary 
bone  is  prolonged,  turns  downward,  and  ends  in  a  plate  flat- 
tened vertically,  to  which  the  muscles  are  attached.  This  ba- 
silary prolongation  forms  one  of  the  most  remarkable  pecu- 
liarities of  the  skull.  Now  all  these  characteristics  are  found 
perfectly  in  the  present  species.  The  strong  curved  pharyn- 
geals with  their  teeth,  the  muscles,  the  elongated  bone  with 
its  flattened  plate  for  the  insertion  of  these  muscles,  all  occur 
in  perfect  conformity  with  the  structure  of  other  species  of 
the  genus.  The  formation  of  the  mouth  also,  though  exter- 
nally so  singular,  is  yet  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  well 
known  species  of  Leucisais.  The  whole  border  of  the  upper 
jaw  is  formed  by  the  intermaxillaries,  which  are  broad  and 
stout ;  immediately  behind  these  and  closely  applied  to  them 
are  the  maxillaries,  broad,  and  furnished  with  their  own  sepa- 
rate muscles,  but  apparently  capable  of  little  motion  inde- 
pendent of  that  of  the  intermaxillaries.     These  bones  in  this 
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species,  however,  are  very  peculiar  in  their  position.  Instead 
of  lying  obliquely  (thus  forming  the  opening  of  the  mouth  as 
in  ordinary  fishes)  they  are  perfectly  horizontal,  and  as  the 
integuments  covering  them  are  thick  and  project  fonvard  in 
the  form  of  a  pointed  snout,  the  mouth  becomes,  of  course, 
situated  beneath  the  head,  almost  as  in  the  sharks  and  other 
cartalaginous  fishes.  Leuciscus  atronasus  of  Mitchill  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  to  it  in  this  respect  than  any  other 
species  of  the  genus  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  To  atro- 
nasiu  also  it  appears  otherwise  somewhat  allied. 

The  first  information  we  had  in  regard  to  this  species  was 
obtained  from  Mr.  Charles  P.  Turner,  of  Hartford,  Ct.,  who 
found  it  in  a  small  stream  in  West  Hartford.  It  appears 
there,  however,  to  be  rather  rare,  and  the  only  specimen  I 
have  been  able  to  procure  from  that  locality  is  the  one  which 
he  first  presented  to  me.  But  it  has  since  been  ascertained 
to  exist  in  Massachusetts.  Mr.  C.  H.  Olmstead  recently  found 
it  very  abundant  in  some  of  the  streams  in  Blandford,  and  to 
his  kindness  I  am  indebted  for  numerous  specimens.  Ac- 
cording to  his  account  of  them  they  inhabit  rapid  streams, 
hiding  most  commonly  under  stones,  from  which  they  often 
dart  out  with  great  speed.  All  those  which  he  procured  were 
caught  with  the  hook.  They  struck  at  the  bait  with  all  the 
quickness  and  vigor  of  trout,  and  might  be  taken  in  almost 
any  numbers.  The  largest  which  he  saw,  and  which  is  now 
in  my  possession,  is  five  and  one  fourth  inches  in  length. 
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Art.  XXV.  —  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THE  FISHES  OF  THE  OHIO  RIVER 
AND  ITS  TRIBUTARIES.     By  Jared  P.  Kirtland,  M.  D. 

(Continued  from  page  240.) 

AciPENSER.    Lin. 
A,  rubicundus.  Le  Sueur.     The  Lake  Sturgeon. 


dpenser  rubicundua. 

Les.  Trans.  Am.  P.  S.,  n.  s.,  i.  3. 

u                      u 

Kirtlaod*8  Report,  p.  170. 

"         maculosus. 

Les.  Trans.  Am.  P.  S.,  n.  8.,  i.  3. 

(1                                    CI 

Kirtland's  Report,  p.  170. 

"         Ohioenaia, 

Raf.  Ichth.  Ohioensis,  p.  60. 

((                 11 

Kirtland's  Report,  p.  170. 

"         acrotinuB. 

Raf.  Ichth.  Ohioensis,  p.  80. 

"         macroatomua. 

i(           ft           i(           ({ 

"         ntidua. 

Kirtland's  manuscript. 

Plate  XIV.     Fig.  1. 

Head  one  fifth  the  total  length  of  the  fish  ;  nose  attenuated, 
slightly  recurved  at  the  tip  ;  forehead  broad  between  the  eyes ; 
sulcated  longitudinally,  a  slight  elevation  on  each  side,  situated 
upon  a  line  between  the  eyes,  also  a  larger  elevation  on  each 
side  of  the  sulcation  in  the  centre  of  the  forehead.  Cirrhi  four, 
on  a  line  transverse  to  the  head.  Nostrih  double,  superior  and 
anterior  smaller  and  more  circular  ;  eyes  oblong,  large  ;  irids 
yellowish.  Operculum  radiated,  tuberculated,  imperfectly 
closing  the  branchial  openings.  Mouth  projecting,  pendulous, 
oblong,  lobed. 

Body  armed  with  15  plates  anterior  to  the  dorsal  fin,  all 
except  the  posterior,  carinated  and  terminating  posteriorly  in  a 
spine.  Six  osseous  scales  between  the  caudal  and  dorsal  fins, 
the  posterior  plate  elongated,  the  two  preceding  in  pairs,  —  all 
are  simple  and  armed  with  spines. 

Lateral  rows  furnished  with  36  spinous  plates. 

Abdominal  rows  with  9  simple  plates. 

Two  simple  plates  between  the  vent  and  the  anal  fin,  the 
anterior  larger. 
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Four  plates  between  the  anal  and  caudal  fins,  the  two 
middle  in  pairs. 

Pectoral  fins  lar^e,  falcate  ;  the  dorsal,  abdomin^il  and  anal 
trapezoidal ;  and  the  caudal  lunate. 

Color.  Head  and  body  olive-brown  above,  white  beneath. 
Fins  reddish.  Younger  specimens  maculated  on  the  bodj 
and  sides. 

Length  2  feet. 

Hab.  Ohio  river  and  Lake  Erie. 

Observations.  The  description  and  drawing'  were  made 
from  the  same  specimen,  which  was  procured  in  the  Cincinnati 
market.  The  varieties  occasioned  by  age,  sex,  locality  and 
other  circumstances  have  occasioned  me  much  perplexity,  but 
after  five  years  close  examination  I  feel  a  great  degree  of  con- 
fidence in  throwing  the  whole  group  into  one  species,  though 
it  presents  a  formidable  list  of  synonyms. 

The  color  and  form  of  the  fish,  and  the  number,  size,  and 
position  of  the  plates  vary  extremely  in  specimens  of  appa- 
rently similar  age,  taken  in  the  same  locations.  Two  out  of 
five  specimens  lying  in  the  Cincinnati  market  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1840,  presented  characters  diflerent  from  any  in- 
cluded in  the  descriptions  above  referred  to,  and  if  variations 
in  the  number  and  appearance  of  the  shields,  and  in  the  forms 
of  the  head  and  body  constitute  essential  specific  characters, 
we  must  add  several  more  new  species  to  the  list.  These 
characters  are  not  however  permanent,  and  therefore  are  not 
to  be  relied  upon.  If  the  maculosus  of  Le  Sueur  be  not  the 
young  of  the  others,  their  young  have  never  been  discovered. 
The  extreme  old,  shed  entirely  their  shields,  the  surface  of  the 
body  becomes  naked  and  they  lose  some  of  their  essential 
generic  characters.  It  was  a  drawing  and  description  of  an 
individual  in  this  condition,  that  I  formerly  communicated  to 
the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  under  the  name  of  A. 
nudus.  I  have  since  seen  several  individuals  of  this  character 
taken  in  Lake  Erie  and  in  the  Ohio  river. 


((  (( 
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Salmo.     Lin. 
S.  foniinalis.     Mitch.     The  Common  Brook  Trout. 

Salmo  foniinalis,      Mitch.     Trans.  Lit.  et  Philosop.  Soc.  vol.  i.  p.  435. 

Richardson's  Fauna,  p.  176. 

Storer*8  Report  on  the  Fishes  of  Massachusetts,  p.  429. 
Kirtl.  Rep.  on  the  Zool.  of  Ohio,  Catalogue,  p.  169. 
"     nigreacens.      Raf.  Ichthyol.  Ohiocnsis,  p.  45. 

Plate  XIV.     Fig.  2. 

Observations.  A  full  description  of  this  species  has  been 
furnished  by  Dr.  Storer,  in  vol.  ii.  page  429  of  this  journal^ 
to  which  we  would  refer  the  reader. 

The  specimen  before  us  was  taken  in  the  Sault  St.  Marie. 
Among  half  a  dozen  from  that  locality  there  is  considerable 
difference  in  the  size  and  colors. 

The  only  localities  in  which  it  is  found  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
is  Chagrin  river,  in  Geauga  county,  and  a  small  stream  that 
enters  Lake  Eric  at  Kingsville,  in  Ashtabula  county.  It  abounds 
in  the  Sault  St.  Marie  in  such  abundance,  that  it  is  taken  for 
exportation.  We  are  indebted  to  Charles  M.  Giddings,  Esq.^ 
of  Cleveland,  for  a  number  of  fine  specimens  from  St.  Marys. 

Leuciscus.     Klein. 
L,  crysoleucas,     Mitch.     Gold-shiner. 

Lcuciscua  crysoleucas.        Mitch.  Trans.  Lit.  et  Philosop.  Soc.  N.  Y.,  vol.  i.  p.  469. 

"  "  Storer's  Rep.  on  the  Fishes  of  Massachusetts,  p.  406. 

Luxilus  cryBocephalvs  7      Raf.  Ichthyol.  Ohioensis,  p.  43. 

Plate  XV.     Fig.  1. 

Observations.  I  consider  the  fish  represented  in  the  sketch 
*  as  the  Ltiiciscus  crysoleucas  of  Mitchill  which  has  already 
been  amply  described  by  Dr.  Storer,  vol.  ii.  p.  405  of  this 
journal.  1  shall  not  attempt  to  make  any  additions  to  his 
description,  but  would  observe  that  our  western  fish  is  usually 
of  a  deep  pea-green  on  its  back,  and  not  black.  The  specimen 
before  me  was  taken  in  a  bayou  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  near 
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Cleveland,  where  it  never  attains  a  greater  size  than  is  repre- 
sented in  the  plate,  but  it  abounds  in  some  of  the  small  lakes 
in  Portage  and  Summit  counties  in  this  state,  and  there  fre- 
quently is  as  large  as  those  found  in  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
states. 

It  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty  what  fish  Rafinesque  had  in 
view  when  he  described  his  Ltuculus  crysoleucas.  His  de- 
scription does  not  apply  to  this  species  nor  to  any  with  which 
I  am  acquainted. 

In  strict  conformity  to  Rafinesque's  arrangement,  this  spe- 
cies should,  perhaps,  have  been  placed  under  his  genus  Ruiilus. 

L.  compressus.     Raf.     Fall-Fish. 

RiUilus  compressus.    Raf.  Ichthyol.  Ohioeosis,  p.  61. 

Kirtl.  Rep.  on  the  Zool.  of  Ohio,  p.  1 69. 


(I  ti 


Plate  XV.     Fig.  2. 

Head  small,  compressed  laterally,  mouth  diagonal,  upper 
jaw  rounded  at  the  lip  ;  the  lower  slightly  projecting.  Nos- 
trils small,  on  a  line  with  the  superior  edge  of  the  eye.  Eyes 
large,  circular. 

Body  more  compressed  than  in  any  other  species  of  this 
family,  scales  medium  size,  closely  appressed.  Back  gibbous 
behind  the  base  of  the  head,  thence  rectilinear  to  the  dorsal 
fin  ;  abdomen  slightly  carinated  at  the  base  of  the  anal  fin. 
Fins  thin,  delicate  and  diaphanous. 

Color.  Iris  gilt,  pectoral  fins  yellow,  and  abdominal,  bright 
orange ;  head  and  back  yellowish-brown,  sides  and  beneath 
silvery. 

Length  from  2  to  4  inches. 

Hab.     Mahoning  river. 

D.  9  ;  C.  30  ;  A.  9  ;  P.  14. 

Observations,  This  species  in  its  contour  resembles  some- 
what the  Leuciscus  crysoleucas  of  Mitch,  but  its  color,  the  num- 
ber of  rays  in  the  caudal  fin,  and  its  more  compressed  form, 
will  readily  distinguish  it. 
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Alosa.     Cuv. 

A.  chrysochloris.     Raf.      The    Gold-Shad.      Gold-Herring. 

Skip-Jack. 

Pomoiobus  chrysochloris.    Rafinesqae.    Ichthyologia  Ohioensis,  p.  39. 

Plate  XV.     Fig.  3. 

Head  triangular,  laterally  compressed  nearly  one  fifth  the 
entire  length  of  the  fish  ;  lower  jaw  obtuse  at  its  end,  pror 
jecting ;  upper  jaw  the  shorter,  emarginate  and  slightly  retuse^ 
so  that  the  mouth  apparently  opens  above  and  behind  its  usual 
place  in  other  fishes ;  maxilla  loosely  attached  at  their  lower 
extremities,  which  permits  them  to  turn  upon  the  closer  attach- 
ment at  their  upper  extremities,  when  the  mouth  is  extended ; 
both  jaws  armed  with  minute  teeth,  which  are  larger  in  the 
upper  jaw,  but  hardly  evident  to  the  eye  without  the  aid  of  a 
glass  ;  operculum  three-parted,  scaless  ;  iris  golden.  The 
lateral  line  is  nearly  obsolete. 

Body  sub-cylindric,  compressed  on  the  sides ;  abdomen 
slightly  carinate  and  serrate  ;  back  rounded  ;  base  of  the  anal 
Jin  sub-carinate. 

Dorsal  Jin  trapezoidal,  elevated  anteriorly,  acute  at  its  angles. 

Caudal  Jin  acutely  and  deeply  bilobed,  the  base  of  the  rays 
covered  with  scales. 

Anal  Jin  long,  narrow  and  diaphanous. 

Ventral  Jin  also  diaphanous,  small  and  delicate,  situated 
beneath  the  posterior  half  of  the  dorsal. 

Pectoral  small,  short,  clear  and  falcate. 

Length  from  12  to  18  inches. 

Color.  The  top  of  the  head  and  back  bluish  purple,  irides- 
cent,  the  gill-covers  and  sides  of  the  jaws  golden  and  purple, 
tides  of  the  body  and  the  abdomen  pure  white. 

Hab.     Ohio  river. 

D.  18  ;  C.  34  ;  A.  18  ;  V.  9  ;  P.  16  rays. 

Observations.  Rafinesque  instituted  a  genus  which  he 
called  Pomolobusy  to  receive  this  specie^.  The  generic  charac- 
ters do  not,  however,  appear  sufficiently  obvious  to  be  acknowl- 
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edged.  In  one  of  his  characters,  Rafinesque  is  evidently 
incorrect;  he  speaks  of  the  "jaws  without  teeth;"  when 
the  specimen  is  somewhat  desiccated,  or  is  examined  by  the 
lens,  both  jaws  are  seen  to  be  furnished  with  minute  teeth. 

This  deHcate  and  beautiful  species,  which  is  occasionally 
seen  in  the  market  of  Cincinnati,  is  one  of  the  most  graceful 
and  active  fish  that  inhabits  the  Ohio.  In  pursuit  of  food  or 
in  sport,  it  frequently  leaps  from  the  water,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance it  has  received  the  name  of  Skip-Jack.  It  is  a 
great  annoyance  to  the  angler,  as  it  drives  away  most  other 
kinds  of  fish  ;  but  it  will  itself  often  take  a  baited  book.  It 
is  esteemed  as  a  good  pan-fish. 


Art.  XXVT.  -  catalogue  OP  THE  MARINE,  FLUVIATILE  AND 
TERRESTRIAL  SHELLS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MAINE  ANTJ  AD- 
JACENT OCEAN.  Ry  J.  W.  MiGHELa,  M.  D.  Portland,  communicated 
March,  IS  13. 

This  catalogue  is  offered  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  useful, 
not  only  in  extending  a  knowledge  of  the  geographical  distri- 
bution of  the  species,  but  that  some  of  the  facts  recorded  may 
be  made  available  hereafter,  in  the  investigations  of  geology. 
I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  more  certain  infor- 
mation respecting  the  anatomy  and  habits  of  the  molluscous 
animals.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
marine  shells  are  pelagic,  and,  therefore,  rarely  found  con- 
taining the  living  animals,  it  must  be  a  long  time  before  much 
accurate  information  can  be  obtained  respecting  them.  In- 
deed, many  of  the  commonest  species  of  the  mollusca  are  far 
from  being  perfectly  understood.  This  is  especially  true  in 
regard  to  most  of  the  minute  species,  and  certainly  not  untrue 
in  respect  to  many  of  the  larger  ones.  Not  having  had  suffi- 
cient opportunities  to  study  the  mollusca  successfully,  I  have 
confined  my  remarks,  mostly,  to  such  facts  as  are  most  avail- 
able and  obvious. 
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As  to  the  species  of  shells  enumerated  in  this  catalc^e, 
most  of  them  are  satisfactorily  identified ;  but  in  respect  to 
some,  there  is  still  much  uncertainty.  This  is  owing,  in  part, 
to  a  want  of  the  necessary  books  and  plates,  and  partly  to  a 
want  of  European  shells  for  comparison.  It  becomes  more 
and  more  known,  every  year,  that  many  of  our  species  are 
identical  with  those  of  northern  Europe,  and  it  is  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  more  extended  observation  will  detect  many 
more  coincidences  :  —  exchanges  are,  therefore,  solicited  with 
European  naturalists,  interested  in  this  subject. 

In  citing  authorities  it  will  be  noticed  that  I  have  dropped 
Professor  Adams's  name,  in  nineteen  of  the  species  which 
were  described  under  his  name  in  connection  with  mine,  in 
Vol.  iv.,  No.  1,  of  this  Journal.  In  justice  to  him  and  to  my- 
self, this  correction  should  be  made,  which  accords  with  the 
original  paper,  but  which  was  overlooked  by  the  publishers. 
I,  however,  most  cheerfully  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to 
Professor  Adams  for  the  assistance  he  afforded  me  in  prepar- 
ing that  article  for  the  press.  In  respect  to  the  numerous 
errors  to  be  found  in  it,  I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  remark, 
that  they  were  partly  derived  from  precipitancy  and  want  of 
care  in  the  original  manuscript,  and  partly  from  errors  of  the 
press,  neither  Mr.  Adams  nor  myself  having  had  proof  sheets 

■ 

in  season  to  make  the  necessary  corrections.  However  much 
disgrace  should  attach  to  me  for  those  mortifying  blunders, 
none  can  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  professor  Adams,  as  it  was 
all  re-written  by  myself,  and  several  of  the  species  were  never 
seen  by  him. 

In  compiling  this  catalogue,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowl- 
edge my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Gould's  "  Report  on  the  Inver- 
tebrata  of  Massachusetts,"  as  well  as  to  many  personal  favors 
from  that  gentleman,  pertaining  to  the  same  subject.  I  have^ 
also,  derived  much  information  from  the  papers  of  Mr.  Cou- 
thouy  and  Professor  Adams.  In  my  explorations  I  have 
received  much  valuable  assistance  from  my  friend  Captain 
Walden,  of  the  United  States  Revenue  Cutter,  Morris,  —  who 
by  his  zeal  in  dredging  in  deep  water^  and  exploring  along  the 
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eastern  shores,  and  among  the  islands,  has  procured  many  rare 
species.  Could  the  officers  of  the  several  Revenue  Cutters  in 
commission  in  the  United  States  be  induced  to  iniitate  his 
example,  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  matter  would  be  added  to 
the  natural  history  of  this  country.  I  would  also  acknowledge 
my  obligations  to  Dr.  Ray,  principal  of  the  Insane  Hospital 
at  Augusta,  Dr.  Milliken  of  Unity,  and  Mr.  True,  principal  of 
the  academy  at  Monmouth,  for  many  valuable  species. 

I  have  omitted  synonyms  excepting  in  instances  where  it 
was  necessary  to  introduce  them  for  the  purpose  of  identifying 
certain  species. 

Several  species  of  naked  mollusca  occur  here,  but  not  hav- 
ing had  opportunities  to  study  them,  so  as  to  designate  them 
accurately,  1  have  omitted  them. 

Genus  Balanus.     Lam. 

B.  geniailatus,  Conrad.  This  is  a  pelagic  shell,  and  is, 
therefore,  never  found  in  place.  As  remarked  by  Dr.  Gould, 
I  have  never  found  it  in  any  other  situation  than  in  its 
attachment  to  the  valves  of  Pecten  magellanicus.  It  is  rare 
in  Casco  Bay,  but  is  probably  plenty  at  Passaniaquoddy  and 
the  Bay  of  Fundy.  It  is  much  the  largest  of  all  our  species  of 
Balanus ;  I  have  one  specimen  two  inches  across  the  base, 
and  one  and  three  quarters  inch  in  height. 

B.  ebumcjis,  Gould.  Pelagic.  This  species  is  frequently  found 
attached  to  the  backs  and  claws  of  the  larger  Crustacea,  bits  of 
wood,  &.C.  in  Casco  Bay  ;  but  I  presume  its  more  congenial 
habitat  is  farther  south,  where  it  is  more  abundant  and  more 
perfect.  We  obtain  our  best  specimens  from  ships'  bottoms, 
from  the  West  Indies. 

B.  rugosus,  Donovan,  Montagu.  This  species  occurs  in 
great  abundance  and  perfection  in  Casco  Bay.  It  is  sometimes 
found  above  low-water  mark,  attached  to  rocks,  but  it  prefers 
deeper  water,  and  attains  the  greatest  perfection  when  attached 
to  other  shells,  and  sunken  timbers. 

B.  ovularis,  Lam.  Littoral.  Tliis  species  occurs  in  the 
greatest  profusion   imaginable,  covering  rocks  and  wooden 
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fixtures  of  every  sort,  on  the  whole  line  of  coast^  east  and 
west. 

B.  elongatus,  Lin.  This  is  found  in  company  with  the 
preceding  species,  and  is  also  very  plenty.  It  is  probably 
a  mere  variety  of  it,  as  they  are  often  grouped  together  in 
such  a  manner  and  in  such  imperceptible  gradation  that  it  is 
impossible  to  determine  where  one  species  begins  or  the  other 
ends.  It  is  most  abundant,  and  attains  the  greatest  perfec- 
tion, in  still  water,  and  seated  upon  wooden  fixtures. 

B.  tintinnabulum,  Lin.  Lam.  I  found  four  or  five  stinted 
specimens  of  this  species,  near  fort  Preble,  situated  in  a  deep 
excavation  in  a  ledge,  near  low-water  mark,  covered  by  ma- 
rine plants,  in  which  situation  they  were  always  under  water. 

Genus  Anatifa.     Lam. 

A.  lavts,  Lin.  This  species  is  occasionally  found  in  some 
of  the  old  docks  in  Portland  harbor,  fixed  to  sunken  timbers. 

A.  striata,  Lin.  Bruguiere.  This  is  found  in  company 
with  the  preceding. 

A.  dentata,  Wood.  This  is  always  found  in  company  with 
the  two  preceding  species,  but  is  much  less  abundant  than 
either.  The  three  species  are  found  in  the  greatest  profusion 
on  the  bottoms  of  vessels,  arriving  from  the  West  Indies.  I 
have  no  doubt  I  have  seen  twenty  bushels  of  them  on  the 
bottom  of  a  single  vessel.  Neither  of  the  above  species  can 
be,  properly,  regarded  as  indigenous  to  this  State,  but  they 
have  all,  probably,  been  imported  from  the  south,  and  without 
fresh  importations,  none  of  them  would  be  maintained  through 
many  generations. 

There  is  much  good  reason  for  doubting  the  propriety  of  sep- 
arating the  above  into  distinct  species.  We  often  find  them 
all  grouped  together  within  the  space  of  a  square  inch,  and  I 
have  frequently  found  each  of  them  adhering  to  the  pedicles  of 
the  others  ;  and  as  to  the  form  of  the  valves,  the  color  of  the 
pedicles,  &.c.  these  are  constantly  varying  and  interchanging, 
so  that  they  aflbrd  no  certain  data  on  which  to  establish  spe- 
cific distinctions. 
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A.  vitrea,  Lam.  Pelagic.  This  is  a  good  species,  and, 
probably,  is  the  only  one  that  is  truly  indigenous.  It  is  occa- 
sionally found  dead  and  bleached  on  our  shores  after  storms. 
In  1840,  it  was  found  on  one  of  the  islands  in  Casco  Bay,  in 
great  numbers,  alive,  attached  to  sea-weed  that  had  been 
thrown  up  a  short  time  previous  by  a  violent  storm. 

Genus  Pholas.     Lin. 

P,  crispata,  Lin.  Pelagic.  This  species  is  probably  plenty 
in  its  proper  station,  but  owing  to  its  habit  of  boring  into  hard 
clay  and  mud,  to  great  depths,  in  deep  water,  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  therefore  rare  in  collections.  Imperfect  speci- 
mens are  often  thrown  upon  our  beaches,  and  it  is  sometimes 
brought  up  on  the  flukes  of  anchors  in  Portland  harbor  in  a 
state  of  great  perfection,  I  have  one  specimen,  thus  ob- 
tained, which  is  four  and  a  half  inches  in  length  and  two  and 
one  eighth  inches  in  width. 

Genus    Solen.     Lin. 

S.  ensis,  Lin.  Littoral.  This  species  is  found  in  great 
abundance  in  some  of  our  bays,  near  low-water  mark.  We 
sometimes  find  dwarfish  specimens  upon  our  sandy  beaches, 
after  storms,  but  they  attain  the  greatest  size  and  perfection 
in  quiet  bays,  near  the  mouths  of  rivers,  where  the  mud  is 
soft  and  deep.  They  sometimes  bury  themselves  to  the  depth 
of  two  feet.  I  have  been  informed,  by  intelligent  fishermen, 
that  they  have  found  them  near  the  mouths  of  the  Kenne- 
bec and  Penobscot  rivers,  a  foot  in  length  !  but  I  have  never 
yet  seen  one  quite  seven  inches  long. 

Genus  Solecurtus.     Blain. 

S.  caribcBUs,  Chemnitz,  Lam.  Con.  This  is  a  pelagic  shell, 
and  of  very  rare  occurrence  in  Maine.  I  have  only  found  it 
in  a  bleached  state  and  in  fragments.  It  is  unquestionably 
one  of  the  most  widely  distributed  species  known  to  concholo- 
gists.  I  have  received  it  from  nearly  every  Atlantic  state  from 
Maine  to  Alabama,  and  not  long  since,  specimens  exactly 
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similar,  from   Senegal,  through  Mons.  Largilliert,  of  Rouen, 
France. 

Genus  Macheka.     Gould. 

M,  nitida,  Gould.  Pelagic,  —  taken  rarely  by  fishermen^ 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  stomachs  of  cod- 
fishes. (Morrhua  Americana,  Storer.)  I  have  never  yet  found 
it  in  the  waters  of  Maine. 

M.  cosiaia,  Say,  Gould.  I  have  never  known  of  this  spe- 
cies being  found  above  low-water  mark,  but  whether  it  should 
be  regarded  as  properly  pelagic  or  not,  1  am  unable  to  say. 
Dr.  Gould  thinks  it  inhabits  the  sand  in  shallow  water ;  this 
is  probably  true,  as  I  frequently  find  it  thrown  upon  our  sandy 
beaches  by  moderate  seas.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  ever 
inhabits  muddy  bottoms. 

Genus  Solemya.     Lam. 

»S.  velum,  Say.  Pelagic.  This  species  is  occasionally  found 
on  the  shores  of  Maine,  after  heavy  easterly  storms. 

S.  borealis,  Totten.  Pelagic.  Single  valves  and  fragments 
of  this  fine  species  are  sometimes  found  on  Saco  beach,  after 
violent  storms.  The  only  perfect  specimen  in  my  collection, 
I  took  from  the  stomach  of  a  cod-fish,  which  was  taken  in 
deep  water  in  Casco  Bay,  several  miles  from  land. 

Genus  Panopjea.     Menard. 

P.  arctica,  Lam.  Pelagic.  The  question  is  yet  to  be  set- 
tled whether  this  interesting  shell  is  to  be  regarded  as  pro- 
perly belonging  to  the  State  of  Maine,  as  I  am  not  aware  that 
it  has  ever  been  found  this  side  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  I 
have  never  obtained  but  four  or  five  specimens  of  it,  all  of 
which  were  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  cod-fishes  caught  on 
the  coast  of  Labrador.  The  young  shell  is  very  thin  and  fra- 
gile, and  is  covered  with  a  thin,  semi-transparent  epidermis^ 
of  a  dirty  white  color,  which  extends  considerably  beyond  the 

margin  of  the  shell. 
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Genus  Gltctmeris.     Lam. 

G.  siliqua,  Chem.   Pelagic.     This  is  a  rare  shell   on  (he 
coast  of  Maine,  but  abundant  on  the  Newfoundland  Banks  and 
in   the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.     I  am  assured  by  fishermen 
that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find   half  a  dozen  in  the 
stomach  of  a  single  cod-fish,  and  when  recent,  as  they  fre- 
quently are,  they  use  them  for  bait.     The  finest  specimens  I 
have  seen  were  taken  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.     In  many 
of  these,  the  epidermis  is  very  perfect  to  the  beaks,  and  in 
some  individuals  extends  nearly  an  inch  beyond  the  margin. 

Genus  Mta.     Lin. 

jM.  arcnariay  Lin.  This  species  abounds  in  Maine  in  the 
greatest  profusion  imaginable,  and  is  found  in  every  nook  and 
corner  throughout  the  whole  line  of  coast,  where  it  can  find 
sand  or  mud  in  which  to  bury  itself.  Through  veracious  and 
intelligent  fishermen  I  have  traced  it  as  far  north  and  east  as 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Labrador,  where  it  is  said  to  be 
of  dwarfish  dimensions.  On  the  authority  of  Dr.  Ray,  how- 
ever, it  maintains  its  maximum  size  and  perfection  as  far  north 
and  east  as  Passamaquoddy  Bay  and  Bay  of  Fundy. 

M.  fruncatHy  Lin.  Pelagic.  Immature  specimens  of  this 
species  are  rarely  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  fishes  caught  in 
Casco  Bay.  Its  more  congenial  habitation  is  further  north 
and  east,  where  fine  specimens  are  occasionally  taken  from 
the  stomachs  of  cod-fishes,  caught  in  very  deep  water. 

Genus  Pandora.     Brug. 

P,  trtUneata,  Say.  Pelagic.  I  have  occasionally  taken  this 
shell  by  dredging  in  Portland  harbor,  where  the  bottom  is  cov- 
ered with  a  great  depth  of  soft  mud.  Capt.  Walden  has 
dredged  it  in  Penobscot  Bay,  in  ten  to  fifteen  fathoms  of  wa- 
ter. It  occurs,  fossily  at  Westbrook,  in  the  post-tertiary  for- 
mation, in  company  with  Nucula  portlandica,  &c. 
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Genus  Osteodesma.     Desh. 

O.  (Lyonsia,)  hyalina,  Con.  Couth.  Pelagic.  I  have  oc- 
casionally found  specimens  of  this  shell  in  the  stomachs  of 
haddock,  taken  in  the  open  sea,  many  miles  from  land,  in 
very  deep  water,  but  I  have  never  found  a  single  fragment  of 
it  upon  any  of  our  shores. 

Genus  Cochlodesma.     Couth. 

C.  (Anatina,)  leana,  Con.  Couth.  1  have  found  a  few 
specimens  of  this  species  in  the  stomachs  of  fishes,  but  never 
in  any  other  situation.  That  it  inhabits  the  coast  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  as  1  once  took  a  specimen  from  the  stomach  of 
a  haddock  that  was  caught  in  the  harbor,  within  a  mile  of 
Portland. 

Genus  Thracia.     Leach. 

T.  conradi,  Couth.  Pelagic.  This  rare  and  interesting 
species  is  occasionally  picked  up  on  our  sandy  beaches  after 
violent  easterly  storms.  I  have  a  single  valve  which  was 
dredged  by  Capt.  Walden,  near  the  Fox  Islands,  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Penobscot  river,  in  very  deep  water. 

T.  truncata,  Mighels.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Casco  Bay.  I  have 
never  found  more  than  half  a  dozen  specimens  of  this  inter- 
esting species,  all  of  which  were  taken  from  the  stomachs  of 
haddock,  caught  in  very  deep  water  several  miles  from  land. 

Genus  Mactra.     Desh. 

M,  gigaritea,  Lam.  This  huge  species  abounds  on  all  our 
sandy  beaches,  above  and  below  low-water  mark ;  it  however 
attains  its  greatest  size  and  perfection  below  that  line.  Cart- 
loads are  sometimes  thrown  upon  Saco  beach  by  easterly 
storms.  It  is  used  by  a  few  as  an  article  of  food,  but  it  is  not 
generally  esteemed.  It  is  tough  and  indigestible,  and  I  have 
known  some  to  be  seriously  injured  by  eating  it.  In  a  strong, 
hardy  man,  it  produced  a  severe  colic,  accompanied  with  ter- 
rific spasms  and  entire  loss  of  consciousness,  which  lasted 
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several  hours,  and  only  ended  with  the  ejection  of  the  undi- 
gested mass.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  ever  inhabits  muddy 
bottoms. 

M,  grandhy  Desli.  ?  (ovaliSy  Gould.)  This  is  probably  a 
true  pelagic  species,  as  it  has  not  been  obtained  anywhere  in 
New  England,  hut  from  fishes'  stomachs,  taken  in  deep  water. 
Although  this  name,  grant/is,  is  applied  to  another  species  by 
Desiiayes,  I  prefer  to  retain  it  until  the  identity  of  our  shell 
is  better  settled. 

Immature  specimens  are  frequently  obtained  from  fishes' 
stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay ;  but,  probably,  its  more  conge- 
nial habitat  is  much  further  north  and  east.  Fine,  large  speci- 
mens are  sometimes  obtained  from  the  stomachs  of  cod-fishes 
taken  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  it  must  be  regarded  as 
a  rare  shell. 

Genus  Mcsodesma.     Desh. 

M.  arctaia,  Con.  Pelagic.  Full  grown  specimens  of  this 
species  are  occasionally  found  upon  Saco  beach,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  anywhere  abundant  in  Maine.  Never  having 
obtained  it  from  the  eastward,  I  am  inclined  to  suspect  that 
this  is  nearly  its  utmost  northern  limit. 

M.jaiircsn,  Joannis.  Pelagic.  I  am  not  aware  that  this 
rare  species  has  ever  been  found  in  the  waters  of  Maine,  but 
it  is  occasionally  found  in  the  stomachs  of  cod-fishes  caught 
in  the  Gulf  ol  St.  Lawrence,  in  very  deep  water. 

Genus  Saxicava.     Lam. 

S,  distoria,  Lin.  Say.  This  species,  although  often  found 
alive  on  our  shores,  cannot,  properly,  be  regarded  as  a  littoral 
shell.  Its  proper  habitation  is,  doubtless,  in  deep  water.  1 
have,  occasionally,  found  dwarfish  and  very  distorted  speci- 
mens adhering  to  pebbles  and  valves  of  dead  shells  in  deep 
cavities  in  the  ledges  near  Fort  Preble,  where  the  water  never 
entirely  leaves  them.  The  finest  specimens  I  ever  saw,  1 
found  attached  to  the  inside  of  some  dead  specimens  of  Pec- 
ten  magellanicusy  dredged   by  Capt.  Walden   in    deep   wa- 
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ter  near  Machias.  The  largest  of  them  are  one  and  a  half 
inch  in  length.  When  recent  and  perfect,  the  epidermis 
is  continuous  from  one  valve  to  the  other. 

Genus  Petricola.     Lam. 

JP.  pholadiformis,  Lam.  Only  a  few  imperfect  valves  and 
fragments  of  this  species  have,  as  yet,  been  found  in  Maine. 
These  were  picked  up  on  Old  Orchard  beach,  near  Saco. 

Genus  Sanguinolaria.     Lam. 

*S.  fusca^  Say,  Con.  This  shell  abounds  in  all  our  still, 
muddy  bays,  especially  near  the  mouths  of  rivers  and  streams, 
where  the  mud  is  deep,  both  above  and  below  low-water 
mark.  It  would  also  seem  that  it  must  be  plenty  in  deep 
water,  as  I  have  often  found  it,  in  considerable  numbers,  in 
the  stomachs  of  haddock. 

Genus  Tellina.     Lin. 

T.  sordiJa,  Couth.  Pelagic.  Dwarfish  specimens  of  this 
shell,  about  the  size  and  appearance  of  those  noticed  by  Dr. 
Gould,  (Invert.  Mass.  p.  67,)  are  very  frequently  obtained 
from  fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay,  but  its  more  con- 
genial residence  is  much  further  north,  where  its  generic  char- 
acters are  more  distinctly  developed,  and  where  it  attains  a 
much  larger  size.  A  specimen  now  lies  before  me  which  was 
taken,  with  many  others  of  equal  dimensions,  in  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence,  which  is  1.8  inch  in  length,  1.1  in  height, 
and  .5  in  breadth. 

Dr.  Gould  thinks  '^  this  shell  belongs  to  the  same  genus  as 
Say's  Psammobia  fuscoy"  and  remarks  that  "  the  slight  wave 
along  the  posterior  margin  is  no  more  conspicuous  than  in 
that  shell."  This  remark  will  not  apply  even  to  the  small 
specimens  found  in  Casco  Bay,  the  flexure  being  much  more 
conspicuous  than  in  any  of  the  specimens  of  Say's  shell, 
which  I  have  seen ;  and  in  the  St.  Lawrence  specimens  it  is 
as  fully  developed  as  in  most  of  the  species  of  Tellina^  and 
much  more  so  than  in  some  species  that  are  unhesitatingly 
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referred  to  that  genus  by  other  writers.  I  cannot  hesitate, 
therefore,  as  to  the  propriety  of  restoring  it  to  the  place  where 
Mr.  Couthouy  originally  placed  it. 

Genus  Lucina.     Brug. 

L,  (  Crypiodofij)  fleocuosa,  Mont.  Turton,  Gould.  Pelagic. 
This  delicate  little  shell  is  often  obtained  from  the  stomachs 
of  haddock,  taken  in  deep  water,  in  Casco  Bay. 

L.  radula  1  Mont.  (Gould's  Invert,  Mass,  p.  69  and  70.)  I 
am  indebted  to  Capt.  Waldcn  for  a  perfect  specimen  of  a 
shell  which  I  suppose  may  be  identical  with  that  referred  to 
by  Dr.  Gould.  Capt.  W.  obtained  it  with  some  other  s|>ecies 
which  gave  me  equal  surprise,  at  Nashe's  island,  near  Machias. 
It  was  thrown  on  shore  by  the  sea.  1  do  not  perceive  that 
it  differs,  essentially,  from  West  Indian  specimens  of  L,  ti- 
gerina,  Lam.  It  nearly  accords  with  Dr.  G.'s  description  of 
L,  radula,  but  differs  in  the  hinge  margin  being  slightly  curv- 
ed, in  having  two  cardinal  teeth  in  each  valve,  and  a  distinct, 
lateral  tooth,  anterior  to  the  beak,  in  each  valve.  The  nym- 
phal  and  umbonial  margins  in  my  specimen,  are  colored  by  a 
slight  stain  of  pink,  which  is  not  noticed  by  Dr.  G.  This, 
however,  may  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  his  specimens  were 
dead  and  bleached,  —  and  it  may,  also,  be  owing  to  this  cir- 
cumstance, that  the  specimens  differ  so  much  in  the  number 
and  perfection  of  their  teeth. 

Genus  Cyclas.     Lin. 

C.  similis,  Say.  This  species  is  found  burrowing  in  mud 
and  sand,  in  great  abundance  and  perfection,  in  ponds  and 
brooks,  in  all  parts  of  the  State  west  of  the  Kennebeck  river. 
I  know  nothing  of  it  further  east,  although  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  it  occurs  all  over  the  State.  Little  stagnant 
ponds  and  bayous,  where  the  water  is  shallow  and  the  mud 
deep  and  soft,  seem  to  be  the  favorite  habitations  of  this  spe- 
cies. 

C.  partumeia,  Say.  This  also  occurs  in  great  profusion  all 
over  the  State,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted.     It  differs  in  no  re- 
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spect  from  Massachusetts  specimens.  It  diflers  considerably 
from  the  preceding  species  in  its  habits,  seeming  to  prefer  wet 
places  rather  than  the  open  water.  I  have  found  it  in  the 
greatest  profusion  in  the  crevices,  and  under  the  bark  of  de- 
caying timber,  floating  in  ponds. 

C.  calyculata  1  Drap.  That  this  is,  in  reality,  identical 
with  C.  calyculata  of  Europe,  I  cannot  positively  aver,^ 
this  mucii,  however,  it  will  be  safe  to  say,  so  far  as  the  shelh 
are  concerned,  they  are  perfectly  alike.  I  have  found  it  plenty 
in  running  brooks,  under  stones. 

C  minor y  Adams  and  Migh.  I  have  found  this  delicate 
little  species  abundant  in  a  spring,  within  the  limits  of  this 
city.  In  its  habit  of  burrowing,  it  diflers  from  other  species 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  It  is  often  found  six  inches  un- 
der ground,  under  stones,  one  or  two  feet  from  the  water. 
I  have  received  specimens  from  Monmouth,  (forty  or  fifty 
miles  from  Portland.)     It  is  also  abundant  in  Vermont. 

C.  nitida,  Migh.  This  is,  doubtless,  a  rare  species,  as  I 
have  never  detected  it  but  at  one  locality,  (Norway,  Oxford 
county,)  where  I  obtained  about  half  a  dozen  specimens.  It 
was  in  company  with  C.  partumtia. 

Genus  Astarte.     Sow. 

A.  undaia,  Gould.  Pelagic.  Immature  specimens  are  fre- 
quently obtained  from  the  stomachs  of  haddock  taken  far  out 
at  sea,  in  very  deep  water,  in  Casco  Bay.  I  have  obtained 
many  fine  mature  specimens  of  it  by  dredging  in  Portland 
harbor,  where  the  water  is  from  four  to  six  fathoms  in  depth, 
and  the  mud  very  deep  and  soft. 

Not  doubting  that  this  is  distinct  from  all  the  known  species 
of  Europe,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  adopt  the  name  proposed 
for  it  by  Dr.  Gould,  (Invert.  Mass.  p.  80.) 

A.  castanea,  Say.  Pelagic.  Rare,  but  occasionally  found 
on  some  of  our  sandy  beaches,  after  heavy  easterly  storms. 

A.  quadrans,  Gould.  Pelagic.  This  is  found  sparingly  in 
fishes'  stomachs,  taken  in  very  deep  water  in  Casco  Bay.  ^I 
have  found  several  specimens  considerably  larger  than  that 
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described  by  Dr.  Gould.     I  am  of  opinion  that  all  the  speci- 
mens yet  found  are  immature. 

A.  lactca^  Brod.  and  Sow.  Pelagic.  Through  a  fisher- 
man I  have  recently  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  three  fine 
specimens  of  this  rare  species,  the  largest  of  which  is  1.6  inch 
in  length,  1.3  in  height.  In  one  of  the  specimens,  (the  small- 
est,) the  epidermis  is  of  a  straw  color,  in  both  the  others  it  is 
black.  Tiie  fisherman  took  them  from  the  stomachs  of  cod- 
fishes captured  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  1  know  not  that 
it  has  ever  been  found  in  the  waters  of  Maine. 

A.  portlandica,  Migh.  Pelagic.  I  found  a  single  speci- 
men of  this  species  in  the  stomach  of  a  haddock,  in  the  spring 
of  1842.  The  fish  was  taken  in  Casco  Bay,  many  miles  from 
land,  in  deep  water.  Besides  other  obvious  characteristics,  it 
is  readily  distinguished  from  its  congeners  by  its  chocolate-co- 
lored interior. 

Genus  Cyprina.     Lam. 

C.  islandica,  Lin.  Pelagic.  Fine,  large  specimens  of  this  shell 
are  frequently  thrown  upon  Old  Orchard  beach,  near  the 
mouth  of  Saco  river.  Very  young  specimens  are  found  in 
great  abundance  in  fishes'  stomachs,  taken  all  along  the  coast. 

Genus  Cytherea.     Lam. 

C.  convexa,  Say.  Pelagic.  I  have  occasionally  taken  this 
shell  by  dredging  in  Portland  harbor,  and  it  is  occasionally 
thrown  upon  our  beaches  by  the  sea,  but  it  is  extremely  rare. 

Genus  Venis.     Lin. 

V.  mcrcenoria,  Lin.  This  species  is  rarely  found  in  Casco 
Bay,  but  it  occurs  in  great  abundance  and  perfection  at  Harps- 
well,  from  whence  it  is  brought  to  Portland  market  and  sold 
at  ten  or  twelve  cents  ])cr  dozen.  The  specimens  are  much 
larger  than  those  which  arc  brought  here  by  the  oystermen 
from  VVellfleet,  Mass. 

V.  notata,  Say.  I  have  one  specimen  of  this  shell,  which 
was  given  me  by  a  gentleman,  who  found  it  in  a  bucket  of 
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clamsy  which  were  dug  up  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
city.     It  differs  in  no  respect  from  Massachusetts  specimens. 

V.  fliictuosa,  Gould.  Pelagic.  I  have  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  obtain  three  or  four  specimens  of  this  species,  which 
were  obtained  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  by  a  fisherman, 
from  stomachs  of  cod-fishes.  It  has  not  been  found  in 
Maine. 

V.  gemma,  Tott.  Littoral,  and  plentiful  in  muddy  bays, 
all  along  the  coast. 

Besides  these  species,  Capt.  Walden  has  recently  given  me 
a  specimen  of  a  Venus  which  he  obtained  at  Nashe's  Island, 
which  much  resembles  Cytkerea  dione,  Lam.,  without  the 
spines.  Whether  this  is  truly  an  inhabitant  of  the  waters  of 
Maine  or  was  imported  in  some  way,  is  a  question  not  easily 
settled.  Capt.  Walden,  however,  is  very  certain  that  it  in- 
habits that  locality. 

Genus  Cardium.     Lin. 

C.  islandicum,  Lin.  Pelagic.  Immature  specimens  are 
found,  plentifully,  in  fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay.  In 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  fine, 
large  specimens  are  occasionally  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  a 
species  of  fish  called  by  the  fishermen,  sand-dahy  which,  from 
their  description,  I  suppose  to  be  some  species  of  Platessa,  of 
Cuvicr. 

C.  grcenlandicum,  Chemn.  (Aphrodite  Columba,  hea.) 
Pelagic.  Found  rarely,  in  fishes'  stomachs,  in  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  and  on  the  Grand  Banks ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  has 
been  found  in  Maine. 

I  have  deemed  it  best,  under  present  circumstances,  to  place 
this  shell  under  Cardium^  —  nevertheless,  I  am  much  inclined 
to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lea,  respecting  its  generic  characters, 
and  have  very  little  doubt  that  it  will  eventually  be  restored 
to  the  place  to  which  he  assigned  it,  with  universal  consent. 

C.  pinnulaium,  Con.  Pelagic.  This  is  found  plentifully, 
in  Casco  Bay.  It  seems  to  be  the  favorite  food  of  the  had- 
dock, as  it  is  rare  to  find  that  fish  without  more  or  less  of 
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this  shell  in  its  stomach.  I  think  I  have  taken  more  than  one 
hundred  out  of  a  single  individual.  It  occurs  on  all  the  coast, 
and  as  far  north  as  Labrador. 

Genus  Cardita.     Lam. 

C.  borcalis,  Con.  Pelagic.  I  have  taken  this  species  by 
the  drecjge  in  Portland  harbor,  and  immature  specimens  are 
common  in  fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay.  Capt.  Wal- 
den  has  dredged  it  as  far  east  as  Lubec,  and  Dr.  Ray  has 
found  it  at  Eastport.  I  have,  also,  found  it  among  the  shells 
from  the  Gulf  and  the  Banks. 

Genus  Arca.     Lin. 

A (Species  vnknown,)     A  single  valve,  of  a  species 

strongly  resembling  A.  siaminea,  Say,  was  brought  to  me  with 
other  well  known  species,  by  a  fisherman,  from  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  species  of  this  genus 
has  ever  been  detected,  before,  north  of  Cape  Cod.  Having 
found  only  this  odd  valve,  I  have  hesitated  as  to  the  propriety 
of  describing  it,  or  of  affixing  to  it  a  specific  name,  —  if,  how- 
ever, future  researches  should  establish  its  northern  habitat, 
and  it  should  prove  to  be  distinct,  I  would  name  it  A,  gla- 
cialis. 

Genus  Nucula.     Lam. 

As  will  abundantly  appear,  this  genus  is  numerously  repre- 
sented in  Casco  Bay.  The  species  are  all  pelagic,  and  for  all, 
with  the  exception  of  N.  limatula,  we  are  dependent  on  the 
stomachs  of  fishes,  and  of  this  (N.  limatula,)  even,  immature 
specimens  are  not  unfrequently  found  in  company  with  all  the 
other  species. 

N.  limaiula,  Say.  This  fine  species  occurs  in  Portland  har- 
bor in  great  perfection,  though  not  so  abundant  as  might  be 
inferred  from  an  incidental  remark  by  Dr.  Gould  (^Invert.  Mats, 
p.  9S.)  Three  men,  with  a  good  dredge  and  boat,  by  work- 
ing hard  a  whole  summer's  day,  would  do  well  to  obtain  thirty 
specimens.    I  doubt  not  that  the  shells  are  plenty  enough,  but 
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owing  to  their  habit  of  boring  deep  into  the  mud,  the  dredge 
slips  over  them,  capturing  those  only  which  happen  to  be  near 
the  surface. 

The  whole  animal  is  of  an  uniform,  hght  flesh  color  —  it  is 
very  active  and  sprightly,  —  is  very  tenacious  of  life,  and  will 
often  leap  about  in  an  astonishing  manner,  for  half  an  hour  or 
more,  after  being  removed  from  its  shell.  When  at  rest,  the 
foot  is  nearly  lancet  shaped.  In  making  a  leap,  it  suddenly 
thrusts  forward  this  living  stiletto  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  or 
more.  —  when  extended  to  its  utmost,  the  beholder  for  the 
first  time,  is  astonished  to  see  it  suddenly  transformed  into  a 
kind  of  parasoly  and  his  astonishment  instantly  merges  into 
admiration,  when,  at  that  moment,  he  sees  the  shell  darting 
forward  with  the  rapidity  of  an  arrow.  When  the  animal  is 
undisturbed,  these  evolutions  are  performed  very  rapidly  and 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  It  is  thus  manifest  how 
perfectly  it  is  adapted  to  its  situation,  and  with  what  facility  it 
is  capable  of  cutting  its  way  through  its  muddy  habitation. 

N.  thraciaformis,  Storer.  This  species  is  very  rarely  found. 
I  have  obtained  a  few  small  specimens  from  haddock's  stom<> 
achs  taken  in  Casco  Bay,  but  have  never  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find  it  full  grown. 

N.  proxima.  Say.     Plentiful. 

N.  minuta,  Gmelin,  Turt.     Considerably  plentiful. 

N.  tenuis,  Mont.  Turt.     Common. 

N.  myalis,  Couth.  This  species  is  often  found,  but  is  not 
plentiful  in  Casco  Bay.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence  it  is  more  abundant  and  considerably  larger. 

JV.  navicularisy  Couth.    Very  rare  in  Casco  Bay. 

N.  sapotilla,  Gould.     Often  found,  but  not  in  plenty. 

N.  rostrattty  Mont.  I  have  detected  this  species  among 
other  shells  from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  It  is  readily  dis- 
tinguished from  N.  minuta,  Turt.,' by  being  shorter,  and  more 
inflated  anteriorly.     It  is  rare. 

N.  jacksonii,  (^fossil,)  Gould.  This  rare  species  is  occa- 
sionally found  in  the  post-tertiary  formation  at  Westbrook, 
and  Mr.  True  informs  me  that  he  has  found  it  in  a  clay  bank 
at  Gardiner. 


324  MigheW  Catalogue  of 

N.  antiqua,  (fossil,)  Migh.  This  is  found,  sparingly,  in 
company  with  the  preceding  species. 

N.  delphinothnta,  Migh.  I  am  not  aware  that  this  species 
has  been  found  anywhere  but  in  Casco  Bay.  In  the  spring 
of  1841,  I  found  it  for  the  first  time  plenty,  subsequently  it 
has  been  rarely  seen. 

N.  cascoensis,  Migh.  Hab.  Casco  Bay.  I  detected  a  single 
fine  specimen  of  this  species  in  the  spring  of  1840. 

N,  porflandica,  (fossil,)  Hitchcock.  This  species  occurs 
somewhat  plentifully  at  Westbrook.  I  have  also  received  it 
from  Saco,  and  Brunswick,  and  am  informed  that  it  occurs  at 
Gardiner.  The  geological  formation  is  identical  at  all  the  lo- 
calities. 

Genus  Unio.     Brug. 

U.  cornplonatus,  Soland.  This  variable  species  occurs  in 
very  great  abundance  in  this  State.  In  small  collections  of 
still  water  where  tiie  bottom  is  muddy,  it  attains  the  greatest 
magnitude  and  perfection.  It  sometimes  occurs  in  running 
water,  in  pebbly  beds,  where  it  is  observed  to  be  much  com- 
pressed, distorted,  and  eroded.  In  open  lakes,  in  sandy 
beds,  it  is  usually  diminutive,  and  much  compressed. 

LL  radintus,  (imel,  Barnes.  This  species  is  plenty  at  some 
localities,  but  is  far  less  common  than  the  preceding.  A  va- 
riety?  is  occasionally  found,  which  diifers  so  much  from  the 
common  type  that  I  have  supposed  it  must  be  the  siliquoideus 
of  Barnes.  Recent  observations,  however,  would  seem  to 
show  that  the  specific  distinctions  between  radiatus  and  sili- 
quoideus are  by  no  means  definitely  settled.  I  therefore  pre- 
fer to  regard  it  at  present  as  a  mere  variety  o(  radiatus.  Pro- 
fessor Adams  remarks,  that  he  is  at  a  loss  in  distinguishing 
between  Vermont  specimens  of  U,  siliquoideus  and  U.  radia- 
ius.  However  this  may  be;  there  is  no  difficulty  in  discover- 
ing the  difference  between  what  he  regards  as  siliquoideus  of 
Vermont,  and  what  I  re^oird  as  radiatus  of  Maine. 

U.  ochraceus,  Say.  This  species  occurs  in  the  Kennebeck 
river.     Rare. 
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Besides  tlic  above,  I  have  received  several  specimens  of  an 
Unto  from  Monmouth,  concerning  whose  specific  characters  I 
am  much  perplexed  ;  it  may  prove  to  be  new. 

Genus  Alasmodon.     Say. 

A.  arcuata,  Barnes.  This  species  is  plentiful  all  over  the 
State.  The  largest  and  best  specimens  are  found  in  small 
sluggish  streams,  in  muddy  places.  Dr.  Gould  remarks  that 
he  has  never  found  it  near  the  sea-board.  I  have.  It  occurs 
plentifully  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  near  the  sea. 

Specimens  from  different  localities  differ  much  among  them- 
selves, being  more  or  less  curved,  or  elongated,  and  some  are 
perfectly  straight,  differing  in  no  respect  from  U,  sinuosa  and 
elongata  of  Lamarck,  from  Germany  and  France.  With  Mr. 
Lea,  I  believe  them  to  be  identical. 

A.  undulaia,  Say.  This  is  extensively  distributed  over  the 
State,  and  plentiful. 

A,  mnrginata,  Say.     Often  found,  but  not  plentiful. 

An  extraordinary  variety  of  this,  or  (which  is  more  proba- 
ble to  me)  a  new  species,  occurs  at  Easrport.  The  late  Dr. 
C.  J.  Ward  thought  it  might  be  A.  radiato,  Con.  Not  having 
had  an  opportunity  to  compare  it  with  that  species,  1  am  still 
compelled  to  leave  it  in  doubt. 

Genus  Anodon.     Brug. 

A.  cataracia,  Say.  Widely  distributed  over  the  State.  In 
ponds  it  is  large  and  comparatively  thick,  resembling  speci- 
mens from  South  Carolina.  In  sluggish,  muddy  streams,  it  is 
more  abundant,  but  of  a  smaller  size,  and  much  thinner. 

A.  marginafa,  Say.  Elongated  specimens  of  this  species, 
resembling,  externally,  A.  ferussaciana,  Lea,  occur  at  Nor- 
way, Oxford  county.  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  separating  it 
from  the  preceding  species.  It  differs  no  more  from  it  than 
many  established  species  differ  among  themselves,  nor  half  as 
much  as  acknowledged  varieties  of  U.  camplatiaius. 

A.  impUcaia,  Say.  The  only  locality  where  this  species  is 
known  to  exist  in  the  State,  is  in  a  pond  near  Eastport.    This 
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is  the  variety  (if  indeed  it  is  a  variety,)  which  Mr.  Lea  de- 
scribed as  a  new  species,  under  the  name  of  A.  tiewtonensis. 
It  is  plentiful  at  the  place  referred  to. 

Genus  Mytilus.     Lin. 

M.  eduUs,  Lin.  This  is  the  only  species  of  the  genus 
that  occurs  north  of  Cape  Cod.  It  is  distributed  over  the 
whole  coast  of  Maine  from  Piscataqua  to  Passamaquoddy ; 
and  in  some  of  our  quiet  bays  it  congregates  in  countless  mil- 
lions, whence  it  is  often  carted  off  by  our  farmers,  in  the  winter 
season,  deposited  in  heaps,  and  in  the  spring  distributed  over 
their  fields  for  manure.     It  is  not  used  as  food  in  Maine. 

The  variety  M,  pellucidus  of  Pennant  is  abundant.  I  have 
observed  it  to  be  most  so  on  the  unprotected  coast,  near  low- 
water  mark,  attached  to  ledges  and  pebbles  with  a  shorter  bis- 
sus  than  that  which  belongs  to  the  more  common  variety. 

Genus  Modiola.     Lam. 

M,  modiolus,  Lin.  This  species  is  plentiful  on  all  our 
shores.  It  is  sometimes  thrown  up  by  storms  in  immense 
quantities,  and  is  carted  off  by  the  farmers  for  manure.  It  is 
found  abundantly  on  some  of  the  islands  in  Casco  Bay,  above 
low- water  mark,  whence  it  is  procured  by  the  islanders  and 
sold  in  the  market  as  an  article  of  food,  which  is  highly  es- 
teemed by  some.  I  once  found  it  plenty  near  Fort  Preble,  in 
company  with  Saxicava  distorta,  just  above  low-water  mark, 
during  a  spring  tide.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark  that 
they  were  so  situated  that  they  were  never  left  by  the  water. 

M.  plicatula,  Lam.  This  species  does  not  occur  in  Casco 
Bay.  1  have  inserted  it  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Jackson's 
"  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Mainc,^^ 

M.  nexa,  Gould.  Pelagic.  Extremely  rare  in  Casco  Bay. 
I  have  found  it  in  no  other  situation  but  in  the  stomachs  of 
haddock. 

M.  pectinula,  Gould.  I  am  indebted  to  a  fisherman  for  a 
single  specimen  of  this  shell,  which  he  took  from  the  stomach 
of  a  cod-fish,  caught  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
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M.  (myiilusy)  discrepans,  Mont.  Pelagic.  A  very  few  ma- 
ture specimens  have  been  taken  with  the  dredge  in  Portland 
harbor.  Small  ones  are  frequently  found  in  fishes'  stomachs 
taken  in  Casco  Bay. 

M.  glandula,  Tott.  This  small  species  occurs  plentifully 
on  all  the  fishing  grounds  from  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence.  It  is  a  true  pelagic  species.  I  know  not 
that  it  has  ever  been  detected  with  the  dredge. 

Genus  Pecten.     Turt. 

P.  magellanicus,  Gmelen.  Pelagic.  Capt.  Walden  has  often 
dredged  this  species  at  Eastport  and  Machias.  He  informs 
me  that  it  is  made  much  account  of  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
eastern  shore  as  an  article  of  food.  He  once  honored  my 
table  with  a  liberal  mess  of  them,  which,  according  to  his  ad- 
vice we  fried  in  butter,  from  which  I  can  testify  that  they  are 
truly  delicious,  far  exceeding  (in  my  view)  the  oyster,  in  rich- 
ness and  delicacy  of  flavor.  The  muscular  portion  only  is 
edible,  the  mantle  and  abdominal  mass  being  very  tough  and 
indigestible.  They  sometimes  occur  in  Casco  Bay,  but  for 
many  years  they  have  been  rarely  found. 

P.  tenuicostatus,  Nob.,  I  am  now  fully  convinced  is  nothing 
more  than  the  very  young  of  P.  magellanicus,  Capt.  W.  found 
them  of  all  ages  at  Nashe's  Island,  with  which  I  have  been 
enabled  to  form  a  series,  from  the  size  of  a  dime  to  that  of 
six  or  seven  inches  in  width  —  from  which  it  is  plainly  to  be 
seen  that  they  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly  merge  in 
each  other. 

P.  islandicus,  MuUer.  Pelagic.  Rare  in  Casco  Bay.  The 
Gulf  fishermen  have  furnished  me  with  a  few  fine  large  speci- 
mens, which  they  say  they  took  from  the  stomachs  of  sand' 
dabs.     They  accord  perfectly  with  European  specimens. 

Genus  Ostrea.     Lin. 

O.  borealisy  Lam.  A  few  dwarfish  specimens  of  this  spe- 
cies have  been  found  at  the  Green  Islands,  in  Casco  Bay. 
Never  having  been  able  to  hear  of  it  further  northward,  I  am 
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of  opinion  this  is  the  utmost  /iorthern  limit  of  the  species.  It 
however  occurs  in  a  fossil  state,  of  a  large  size,  in  a  post-ter- 
tiary bed,  on  the  coast  of  Cumberland,  ten  or  twelve  miles 
east  of  Portland. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  living  species  of  oyster 
of  the  United  States,  should  have  been  confounded  with  Osirta 
edulis,  Lin.  I  say  living  species,  because  I  have  received 
fossil  speciniens  of  O.  cdulis,  from  the  banks  of  the  Potomac, 
near  Washin<»:lon,  wliich  |)erfeclly  accord  with  those  of  Europe, 
but  differ  widely  from  all  our  living  species. 

Captain  Walden  has  presented  me  with  the  lower  valve  of 
an  oyster,  (or  Etheria)  winch  he  dredged  somewhere  east  of 
Portland,  which  I  cannot  make  out.  It  certainly  cannot  be 
confounded  with  the  species  found  at  the  Green  Islands.  It  is 
four  inches  long,  one  inch  wide,  and  appears  to  have  been 
fixed  upon  the  convex  surface  of  a  stone  of  soft  texture^  per- 
haps limestone. 

Genus  Anomia.     Lam. 

A,  ephippium,  Lister.  Lin.  Distorted,  dwarfish  speci- 
mens of  this  species  are  occasionally  found  on  our  shores. 
Whether  it  has  colonized  our  storniv  coast  from  choice  or  acci- 
dent,  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  one  thing  is  clear,  however,  what- 
ever its  motive  has  been,  that  it  has  found  an  uncongenial 
climate. 

A,  aculeaia,  Gmelin.  Shell  pelagic.  This  species  is  often 
found  attached  to  the  roots  of  marine  plants,  pebbles  and 
other  shells,  which  are  thrown  ashore  by  storms.  I  have,  also, 
often  found  it  fastened  to  the  backs  and  claws  of  the  larger 
Crustacea. 

Besides  these,  there  are  several  others  found  in  the  State, 
which  I  doubt  not  are  distinct  species  ;  not,  however,  being 
able  to  ascertain  whether  they  have  been  described,  or  indeed 
to  separate  them  definitely,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  pass  by 
them.  They  all  occur  as  far  north  and  east  as  Passamaquoddy 
Bay. 
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Genus  Terebratula.     Brug. 

T.  caput-serpeniis,  Lin.  Pelagic.  Diminutive  specimens 
of  this  interesting  shell  are  found  rather  plentifully  in  the 
stomachs  of  haddock  taken  in  Casco  Bay.  The  largest  and 
finest  specimens  I  have  seen  were  dredged  by  Captain  Walden 
near  the  Fox  Islands.  A  specimen  now  lies  before  me  1.4 
inch  in  height,  1.1  inch  in  width.  It  inhabits  very  deep  water. 
A  fisherman  brought  me  a  stone  which  he  fished  up  with  a 
cod  hook,  in  (he  says)  75  fathoms  of  water  !  It  was  covered 
with  fine  specimens  of  this  shell. 

T.  psittacea,  Gmelin.  Pelagic.  I  am  not  aware  that  this 
species  occurs  in  the  waters  of  Maine.  In  the  summer  of  1841, 
a  fisherman  gave  me  twenty-seven  specimens  which  he  took 
from  the  stomachs  of  sand-dabs  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence. A  specimen  now  before  mc  is  .8  inch  in  height,  .7  inch 
in  length  and  .5  inch  in  breadth.  This  is  the  largest ;  most  of 
them  were  much  smaller. 

Genus  Chiton.     Lin. 

C  lavigatusj  Flem.  (^C.fulminaius,  Couth.)  Small  speci- 
mens of  this  species  are  found,  sparingly,  in  fishes'  stom- 
achs caught  in  Casco  Bay.  Dr.  Ray  has  found  it  on  the  rocks 
at  Eastport,  during  spring  tides,  above  low-water  mark.  A 
specimen  of  which,  now  before  me,  is  1.2  inch  in  length. 
Never  having  detected  it  here,  (at  Portland)  in  a  similar  situ- 
ation, I  infer  that  its  more  congenial  habitat  is  further  north. 
Having  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it  with  a  specimen 
of  C  lavigatus,  in  the  cabinet  of  Dr.  Gould,  of  Boston,  from 
Sweden,  where  it  is  said  to  be  common,  I  have  no  doubt  of 
their  identity. 

C  ruber,  Lowe.  Pelagic.  Taken  from  fishes'  stomachs 
caught  in  Casco  Bay.     Rare. 

C  albus,  Mont.  Pelagic.  This,  with  the  following  spe- 
cies, is  found  in  company  with  the  preceding.     Rare. 

C  emersoniiy  Couth. 

C  mendicarius,  Migh.     Pelade.     The  only  specimen  of 
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this  species  which  has  yet  been  found,  I  took  from  the  stomach 
of  a  haddock  in  1841. 

Genus  Patella.     Lin. 

P.  Candida,  Couth.  Pelagic.  Rare.  Although  I  have 
examined  several  hundred  bushels  of  the  entrails  of  fishes,  I 
have  never  found  more  than  eight  or  ten  specimens  of  this 
shell.  I  have  always  found  them  in  the  stomachs  of  haddock 
taken  in  very  deep  water. 

P.  amrena,  Say.  Littoral,  —  and  abundant  on  the  whole 
line  of  coast,  from  Piscataqua  to  Passamaquoddy.  It  is  very 
variable  in  its  markings ;  some  specimens  are  nearly  white, 
others  are  black,  and  some  are  beautifully  mottled,  striped, 
speckled,  &.c.  The  largest  and  most  beautiful  specimens  I 
have  seen  were  sent  me  by  Dr.  Ray,  from  Eastport,  —  one 
now  in  my  cabinet  is  Id  inch  in  length. 

P,  alveus,  Con.  This  species  is  often  found  on  the  shores 
of  Casco  Bay,  but  is  not  common. 

Genus  Dentalium.     Lin. 

D.  entalis,  Lin.  Pelagic.  1  have  frequently  found  this 
species  in  fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay,  and  Captain 
Walden  has  dredged  it  in  Penobscot  Bay. 

D.  dcniale,  Lin.  Pelagic.  Having  found  only  a  single, 
imperfect  specimen  of  this  species,  I  conclude  it  is  very  rare. 
This  was  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a  haddock  caught  far  out 
at  sea  in  very  deep  water. 

Genus  Cemoria.     Leach. 

C.  (Patella,)  noachina.  Pelagic.  This  species  is  frequently 
obtained  from  fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay. 

C.  princcps,  Migh.  Pelagic.  This  species  inhabits  very 
deep  water.  I  have  never  obtained  but  four  or  five  specimens, 
all  of  which  were  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  fishes  caught  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Kennebeck,  nearly  one  hundred  miles  from 
land,  on  fishing  ground  known  by  fishermen  by  the  name  of 
Monhegan  Falls.  The  depth  of  water  here,  is  from  forty  to 
seventy-five  fathoms. 


the  Shells  of  Maine.  331 

Genus  Hipponix  ?     Sowerby. 

H. (species  unknown.)  .  .  .      Pelagic.     The  first, 

and  only  good  specimen  of  this  curious  little  shell,  which  I 
found,  was  in  the  spring  of  1840.  This  I  took  from  the 
stomach  of  a  haddock,  caught  in  Casco  Bay.  I  have  subse- 
quently obtained  another  specimen,  but  too  imperfect  for 
description.  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  they  belong  to  the 
same  genus  as  Sowerby's  Ilijrponix. 

Genus  CALYPTRiEA.     Lam. 

C  striata,  Say.  Pelagic.  I  have  obtained  several  fine 
specimens  of  this  interesting  species  by  dredging  in  Portland 
harbor.  I  have  always  found  them  resting  upon  the  valves  of 
the  Astarte  undata.  Captain  Walden  has  dredged  a  few  speci- 
mens near  the  Fox  Islands. 

Genus  Ckepidula.     Lam. 

C.  (Patella,)  fornicata,  Lin.  Pelagic.  This  species  is 
often  thrown  upon  our  shores  by  storms.  Captain  Walden 
recently  found  it  adhering  to  the  lower  valves  of  Pecten  magel" 
lanicusy  which  he  dredged  near  the  Fox  Islands. 

C.  plana,  Say.  I  have  never  found  but  one  individual  of 
this  species  in  Casco  Bay ;  this  had  located  itself  within  the 
mouth  of  a  dead  Buccinum  undatum.  It  is  much  thicker  than 
any  one  I  have  seen  from  Massachusetts. 

Genus  Bulla. 

All  the  recent  species  of  this  genus,  found  in  Maine,  are 
pelagic,  and  have  all  been  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  fishes. 

B.  gouldii.  Couth.  Very  rare.  I  have  never  found  but 
one  well  marked  individual. 

B.  debilis,  Gould.     Plentiful. 

B.  triticea,  Couth.     Found  occasionally,  but  rare. 

B.  lineolata,  Couth.     I  have  never  found  more  than  five  or 

six  of  this  species. 
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B.  oryza,  Tott.  Only  one  specimen  has  been  found  in 
the  waters  of  the  State,  to  my  knowledge. 

2?.  punctO'Striata,  Migli.  I  have  found  only  a  single  indi- 
vidual of  this  fine  species. 

B.  pertenuis,  Migh.  This  minute  species  is  found  occa- 
sionally, but  is  rare. 

B,  occulta^  (fossil.)  Migh.  This  occurs  in  the  post-ter- 
tiary formation  at  Westbrook,  in  company  with  Nuada  port- 
landica,  Hk.     Rare. 

Genus  Helix.     Lin. 

H,  albolabrisy  Say.  This  species  occurs,  solitary,  in  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  on  some  of  the  islands  in  Casco  Bay, 
but  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  anywhere  in  plenty.  It  is  of 
rather  smaller  size  than  specimens  from  the  Southern  and 
Western  States. 

H.  thyroidus,  Say.  I  insert  this  species  on  the  authority  of 
Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  ("Report  on  the  Geology  of  Mainey)  I 
have  not  found  it. 

H.  hortensis,  Muller.  Captain  Walden  has  recently  detected 
this  species  on  a  little  island  in  Casco  Bay.  It  must  be  very 
plenty,  as  he  obtained  more  than  live  hundred  specimens  in  a 
few  hours,  and  says  he  could  have  obtained  many  more.  He 
informs  me  that  he  found  them  buried  deep  in  the  loose  soil, 
under  fragments  of  wood,  and  at  the  roots  of  plants.  Half  a 
dozen  or  more  were  often  found  occupying  the  same  burrow. 
This  does  not  accord  with  tlie  observations  of  Dr.  Binney. 
He  says,  "  it  does  not  appear  to  burrow  under  stones  or  de- 
caying wood  and  leaves,  but  is  found  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground."  My  specimens  are  much  more  beautifully  banded 
than  those  of  Massachusetts.  Most  of  them  have  five  dark 
brown  bands  on  a  yellow  ground ;  some  four,  some  two,  and  a 
few  none.  Some  have  light  fawn-colored  bands  on  a  white 
ground ;  in  others,  in  place  of  colored  bands,  the  yellow 
ground  is  interrupted  with  nearly  transparent  zones.  One 
beautiful  specimen  is  hetcrostrophed. 

The  island  is  nearly  covered  by  the  sea  at  high  water ;  only 
a  few  square  rods  are  above  high-water  mark. 
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H.  fratema.  Say.  I  prefer  to  retain  Say's  name  for  this 
shell,  believing  it  to  be  distinct  from  H.  monodon,  of  the  West- 
ern States.  It  is  quite  common  in  forests,  and  on  hill-sides  in 
open  pastures,  under  old  logs  and  stumps  and  leaves,  in  damp 
places. 

H.  pulchellay  Muller.  This  pretty  little  species  may  be 
found  at  any  time  during  the  warm  season,  in  gardens  and 
by  the  way-side  in  this  city,  wherever  it  can  find  a  wet  chip 
large  enough  to  hide  itself  under. 

H.  aUemaiay  Say.  Shell  gregarious,  abundant.  Several 
hundred,  old  and  young,  are  frequently  found  within  the  space 
of  a  few  inches,  in  old  logs  and  stumps.  It  inhabits  all  parts 
of  the  State,  including  some  of  the  islands  in  Casco  Bay.  It 
probably  inhabits  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  as  I  have  received 
specimens  of  it  from  both  sides  of  the  mountains,  and  recently 
several  specimens  from  Alabama,  through  professor  Brumby. 

H.  siriaiella,  Anthony.  Found  in  great  abun4ance  in  all 
parts  of  the  State,  in  and  about  old  decaying  wood,  and  under 
damp  leaves. 

H,  lineata,  Say.  Found  in  company  with  the  preceding, 
but  not  plenty. 

H.  indeniaia.  Say.  Mr.  True  has  found  this  species  at 
Monmouth  ;  it  however  appears  to  be  rare. 

H.  arborea,  Say.  This  is  common  everywhere,  under  stones, 
and  about  old  stumps  and  logs.  I  cannot  perceive  any  char- 
acters by  which  to  distinguish  this  species  from  H.  lucidoj 
Drap.  of  Europe. 

H.  labyrinthicay  Say.  Found  sparingly,  in  company  with 
most  of  the  small  species. 

H,  elecirina,  Gould.  Mr.  True  has  found  this  species  at 
Monmouth  ;  it  is,  however,  rare. 

H.  chersina,  Say.  I  have  found  a  few  specimens  of  this 
species  in  company  with  IL  lahyrinthica.  If  not  the  same 
thing,  it  is  certainly  very  nearly  allied  to  IL  fulvay  Muller. 

H.  sayi,  Binney.  This  fine  species  is  found  at  Monmouth 
and  at  Bangor. 
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Genus  Pupa.     Lam. 

P.  contracta.  Say.  Through  Mr.  Blake,  I  have  received  a 
few  specimens  of  this  from  Bangor. 

P.  modcsta,  Say.  I  have  found  a  very  few  specimens  of 
this  species  near  the  Cape  Cottage  at  Cape  Elizabeth.  It  has 
also  been  detected  in  the  interior  of  the  State. 

P.curvidcns,  Gould,  (^pcntodon,  Say.)  Found  with  P.  con- 
tracta,  at  Ban*^or. 

P,  exigna,  Say.  Mr.  True  has  found  a  few  specimens  at 
Monmouth.  Through  him  1  have  also  received  several  speci- 
mens of  a  Pupa  which  appear  to  me  to  accord  perfectly  with 
Say's  description  of  his  P,  ovata. 

Genus  Bulimus.     Brug. 

B.  lubriais,  Muller.  Brug.  Mr.  True  has  detected  this 
species  at  l^Ionmouth,  and  I  have  found  it  under  damp  leaves 
at  Cape  Elizabeth,  near  the  sea. 

Genus  Succinea.     Drap. 

S.  campcsiris,  Say.  Gould.  Adams.  I  have  found  this 
species  most  abundant  in  forests,  under  heaps  of  damp  leaves ; 
it  is,  however,  frequently  found  in  cultivated  fields.  I  once 
found  it  in  plenty  on  a  dry  clay  bank,  larger  than  common,  and 
with  a  remarkable  obliquity  of  the  spire,  which,  I  presume, 
may  be  Say's  S.  oblujua.  It  probably  inhabits  all  the  States 
in  the  Union  ;  and  if  Dr.  Gould  is  right  in  his  surmise,  that  it 
is  identical  with  S.  amphibia.  Lam.  of  Europe,  (of  which, 
however,  I  am  more  than  doubtful,)  it  surely  has  a  wide 
range ! 

S,  avaroy  Say.     Found  by  Mr.  True,  at  Monmouth. 

«Sl  ovalis,  Say.  I  have  often  found  this  species  on  the 
margins  of  ponds,  adhering  to  the  stocks  of  aquatic  plants 
and  bits  of  floating  wood,  just  at  the  edge  of  tlie  water,  where 
the  surface  is  always  wet. 
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Genus  Planorbis.     Mull. 

P.  trivolvis,  Say.  Dr.  Milliken  has  found  a  few  specimens 
in  a  pond  at  Unity. 

P.  lentus,  Say.  Found  at  Unity,  in  company  with  P.  iri- 
vohis.  It  differs  in  no  respect  from  Vermont  specimens, 
which  Professor  Adams  has  confounded  with  P.  corpulentusj 
of  the  Western  States,  which  is  certainly  distinct. 

P.  bicarinatus,  Say.  This  species  occurs  in  most  of  our 
ponds  and  brooks  where  the  water  is  quiet,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  is  abundant  anywhere. 

P.  campanulatus,  Say.  This  abounds  in  all  parts  of  the 
State. 

P.  armigerus,  Say.  Mr.  True  has  found  this  in  plenty  at 
Monmouth.  It  occurs  at  Bangor  of  larger  size  than  at  Mon- 
mouth. 

P.  ekvatus,  Adams.  I  have  detected  a  few  specimens  of 
this  species  1  in  a  spring  within  the  limits  of  this  city. 

P.  defiectm,  Say.  I  have  frequently  found  this  shell  in 
ponds,  clinging  to  bits  of  floating  wood,  &c.,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  anywhere  plenty. 

P.  exacutusy  Say.  Solitary  specimens  are  often  found  in 
most  of  our  collections  of  fresh  water.  At  Norway,  Oxford 
county,  I  once  found  it  in  plenty,  ensconced  in  the  crevices  of 
old  decayed  oak  logs,  lying  at  the  margin  of  a  pond.  I  think 
it  always  prefers  oak  wood. 

P.  parvus.  Say.  This  species  is  often  seen  in  great  num- 
bers, resting  upon  the  stocks  of  small  aquatic  plants,  in  shallow 
water,  where  it  is  still  and  warm. 

Genus  Physa.     Drap. 

P.  heterostropha,  Say.  This  species  abounds  in  great  pro- 
fusion in  all  parts  of  the  State.  Quiet  pools  seem  to  be  its 
favorite  habitations ;  it  however  occurs  abundantly  in  rapid 
streams. 

P.  ancillaria,  Say.  This  has  been  found  in  various  parts 
of  the  State.     I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  W.  LongfeUow  for 
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specimens  from  2d  Eagle  Lake,  Maine,  in  N.  lat.  47°.  In 
one  specimen,  the  spire  is  not  elevated  above  the  penultimate 
whorl. 

P.  hypnorum,  Drap.  (P.  tlongaia,  Say.)  There  can  no 
longer  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  this  species.  It  occurs 
at  Monmouth,  and  in  a  swamp  near  Bangor. 

P.  gyrina,  Say.  Mr.  True  has  found  this  species  at  Mon- 
mouth. Among  some  specimens  received  from  him,  I  find 
several  that  differ  in  no  respect  from  P.  osculans^  Haldeman, 
from  Mexico,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  nothing  more  than 
an  elongated  variety  of  P,  ancillaria, 

P.  fragilUy  Migh.  Found  at  Monmouth  by  Mr.  True.  Be- 
sides its  extreme  tenuity,  it  is  readily  distinguished  from  all  its 
congeners  by  the  elevated  lamina  upon  the  columellar  lip.  It 
inhabits  the  muddy  bottom  of  a  mill  pond,  in  deep  water,  and 
is  found  only  when  the  water  is  drawn  off. 

Genus  Limnea.     Lam. 

L.  columellay  Say.  This,  and  the  variety  chalybeay  Gould, 
is  found  in  most  of  the  fresh  water  collections  in  the  State.  I 
have  received  the  finest  specimens  from  Brunswick.  The 
black  variety  of  Gould  is  uniformly  moFC  elongated  than  the 
usual  type  of  L.  colianella,  and  appears  to  me  to  be  much 
more  worthy  of  a  place  as  a  distinct  species  than  many  others 
which  are  admitted  without  hesitation. 

L.  humilis,  Say.  Several  varieties  of  this  species  are  found 
in  different  parts  of  the  State.  I  have  observed  an  umbili- 
cated  variety  in  little  puddles  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 
that  entirely  dry  up  and  disappear  in  the  drought  of  summer. 
How  are  the  animals  sustained  during  these  seasons  ? 

L.  desidiosa,  Say.  Found  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Kennebeck.     Dwarfish,  —  rare. 

L.  dccollata,  Migh.  Although  I  entertain  the  highest  re- 
spect for  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Haldeman,  I  cannot  agree  with 
him  in  regarding  this  as  a  variety  of  L.  catascopium,  Say.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  striking  resemblance  between  it  and 
the  specimens  he  has  introduced  to  illustrate  his  opinion,  (Mo- 
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nograph  No.  5,  PI.  14,  figs.  1,  4,  and  5,  excepting  4,  "a  dis- 
torted "  specimen  from  Oregon,  which  being  distorted y  is  en- 
titled to  no  consideration  whatever,  ty*t7icZeec2  it  belongs  to  that 
species.)  Entertaining  these  views,  I  cannot  abandon  it  with- 
out more  positive  testimony.  It  inhabits  a  pond  in  the  town 
of  Unity,  where  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  MiUiken,  its  discoverer, 
it  sometimes  occurs  in  great  numbers. 

L.  ampla,  Migh.  For  a  description  of  this  fine  species,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  another  part  of  this  Journal.  It  inhabits 
the  2d  Eagle  Lake,  Maine,  N.  lat.  47*^.  1  am  indebted  to 
Mr.  A.  W.  Longfellow  for  four  specimens,  no  two  of  which 
are  exactly  alike. 

Genus  Amnicola.     Gould  and  Hald. 

A.  lusiricay  Say.  Found  sparingly,  in  small  streams  and 
springs,  at  several  localities. 

A.  porata,  Say.  Found  at  Monmouth  by  Mr.  True,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  specimens. 

Genus  Paludina.     Lam.  ^ 

P.  decisa,  Say.  This  species  occurs  as  far  north  as 
2d  Eagle  Lake,  lat.  47^,  and  is  very  abundant  every- 
where. 

Genus  Valvata.     Muller. 

V.  pupoideuy  Gould.  Found  at  Monmouth  by  Mr.  True. 
Rare. 

Genus  Anctlus.    Muller. 

A.  rivularisy  Say.  Found  in  plenty,  clinging  to  the  under 
side  of  the  leaves  of  the  yellow  lilyy  (Nuphar  advenoy  Lin.^ 
in  ditches  and  sluggish  streams. 

Genus  Natica.     Brug. 

N.  heros,  Say.  Littoral,  and  abundant  near  low-water  mark 
on  all  our  sandy  and  muddy  shores.  I  have  traced  it  as  far 
north  and  east  as  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 
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N.  triseriata,  Say.  Littoral,  abundant,  and  found  in  com- 
pany with  the  preceding. 

N.  tmrnaculata,  Tott.  Pelagic,  found  in  plenty  in  the  sto- 
machs of  haddock  taken  in  Casco  Bay. 

N.  pusilloy  Say.  Pelagic,  found  sparingly,  with  the  pre- 
ceding. 

N.  clausa,  Brod.  and  Sowb.  (N.  consoUdaia,  Coutli.)  Found 
very  plentifully,  in  company  with  the  two  preceding  species. 

N.  Jlava,  Gould.  Pelagic,  taken  from  fishes'  stomachs, 
rarely,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 

Genus  Velutina.     Blain. 

V,  kcvigata,  Lin.  Pelagic,  found  somewhat  plentifully  in 
the  stomachs  of  haddock  taken  in  Casco  Bay.  When  mature, 
it  accords  perfectly  with  European  specimens.  A  specimen 
now  before  me,  found  by  Capt.  Walden,  at  Nashe's  Island,  is 
.7  inch  in  length,  and  .6  inch  in  width. 

V,  zonata,  Gould.  Found  in  company  with  the  preceding 
species.     Rare. 

Genus   Sigaretus.     Lam. 

*S.  haliotoideus,  Lin.  Pelagic.  Very  rare.  Found  in 
fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  very  deep  water,  in  Casco  Bay.  The 
animal  is  of  a  pure  white,  and  entirely  encloses  the  shell.  It 
accords  in  most  respects  with  Montagu's  description,  (^British 
Shells,  p.  212,  213)  excepting  in  color. 

Genus   Skenia.     Flem. 

S.  serpuloides,  Mont.  Littoral,  —  found  occasionally  cling- 
ing to  the  under  side  of  wet  stones,  above  low-water  mark. 

Genus  Scalaria.     Lin. 

S.  grcenlandica,  Chemn.  Pelagic,  —  very  rarely  found  in 
fishes'  stomachs  caught  in  Casco  Bay  and  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence. 
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Genus  Margarita.     Leach. 

All  the  species  of  this  genus  are  pelagic,  and  from  nume- 
rous observations  I  am  of  opinion  they  all  inhabit  similar  lo- 
calities in  the  bosom  of  the  great  deep.  Most  of  the  small 
species  of  pelagic  shells  are  found  mixed  with  mud  ;  these 
are  found,  generally,  mixed  with  sand,  or  gravel,  or  small  peb* 
bles. 

M,  cinerea,  Couth.  This  occurs  in  Casco  Bay,  rarely.  It  is 
more  abundant  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  where  it  is  much 
larger. 

JVi.  obscura.  Couth.  Rare  in  Casco  Bay,  more  plentiful  far- 
ther north. 

M.  undulaiOy  Sowb.  This  species  was  found  rather  plenti- 
fully in  Casco  Bay,  in  1 840,  but  very  rarely  since.  It  attains 
a  much  larger  size  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  An  imper- 
fect specimen  now  before  me  is  .7  inch  across  the  base. 

M.  arctica,  Leach.  Mature  specimens  are  rare.  I  have 
found  very  small  specimens  of  a  bright  red  color,  (which  I 
suppose  to  be  the  young)  quite  plentiful. 

M.  argentaia,  Gould.     Frequently  found. 

M.  acuminata^  Sowb.  Hab.  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  I  have 
obtained  only  a  single  specimen. 

M.  varicosa,  Migh.  Only  two  specimens  of  this  species 
have  been  found  ;  they  accompanied  the  preceding. 

Genus  Trochus.     Lin. 

T.  occidentalism  Migh.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Casco  Bay,  in 
great  depths  of  water.     Very  rare. 

Genus  Lfttorina.     Ferus. 

i.  (Turbo)  rudis,  Donovan.  (Thirbo  obligatus.  Say.) 
L,  (Turbo)  tenebrosay  Mont  (Turbo  vestitus,  Say.^ 
L,  (Turbo)  palliatay  Say.  These  three  species  of  Liito^ 
rina  occur  in  the  greatest  profusion,  covering  the  rocks  and 
marine  plants  on  the  whole  coast  from  Piscataqua  to  Passama- 
quoddy,  but  how  much  farther  north  and  east,  I  am  unin- 
formed. 
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Genus  Lacuna.     Turton. 

L.  vincta,  Mont.  Often  found  dead  upon  our  beaches,  but 
it  is  not  plentiful. 

L.  neriioidea,  Gould.  I  have  obtained  two  specimens  only, 
of  this  shelly  —  both  from  the  stomachs  of  haddock  taken  in 
Casco  Bay. 

Genus  Cingula.     Flem. 

C.  (Turbo)  minuia,  Tott.  Littoral.  Plentiful  in  all  our 
quiet  coves  and  bays,  in  little  pools  above  low-water  mark. 

C  aculeus,  Gould.  Littoral.  Found  plentifully  near  high- 
water  mark,  clinging  to  the  under  side  of  stones,  on  all  our 
shores. 

C.  (Turbo)  semicosiata,  Mont.  Pelagic.  Found,  rarely,  in 
fishes'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay. 

C  (Turbo)  arenaria,  Mont.  Found  in  company  with  the 
preceding.     Very  rare. 

C.  latior,  Migh.  Found  in  the  stomachs  of  haddock,  caught 
in  very  deep  water  in  Casco  Bay.    Very  rare. 

Genus  Turritella.     Lam. 

T.  erosa,  Couth.  Pelagic.  Imperfect  individuals  are  fre- 
quently found  in  haddocks'  stomachs  taken  in  Casco  Bay. 
Perfectly  fresh  specimens,  however,  are  very  rare.  It  also  in- 
habits the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 

T.  costulaia,  Migh.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Casco  Bay.  I  have 
obtained  two  specimens  of  this  species ;  one  from  the  sto- 
mach of  a  haddock,  the  other  was  dredged  by  Capt.  Wal- 
den. 

T.  reticulata,  Migh.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence. Several  specimens  were  found  in  the  stomach  of 
a  sand-dab  by  a  fisherman  in  the  summer  of  I84I. 

Genus  Pyramis.     Brown. 

P.  striaiuia,  Couth.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Casco  Bay.  Found 
in  fishes'  stomachs.     Very  rare. 
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Genus  Pleurotoma.     Lam. 

P.  decussaiOy  Couth.  Pelagic.  Rare  in  Casco  Bay.  Found 
in  fishes'  stomachs. 

P.  bicarinata,  Couth.  Found  with  the  preceding.  Very  rare. 

P.  violacea,  Adams  and  Migh.  Professor  Adams  first  found 
this  species  among  loose  sand  and  fragments  of  other  shells, 
on  the  shore,  east  of  Mount  Joy,  Portland  harbor.  It  is,  how- 
ever, pelagic,  never  being  found  in  a  fresh  state  but  in  the 
stomachs  of  fishes.     Rare. 

Genus  Cancellaria.     Lam. 

C.  couthoyiy  Jay.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Casco  Bay.  Frequently 
taken  from  haddocks'  stomachs  caught  in  deep  water. 

Genus  Fasciolaria.     Lam. 

F.  ligatOy  Migh.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
About  a  dozen  specimens  were  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a 
sand^ab  by  a  fisherman  in  1841.  This  is  the  only  species  of 
the  genus  that  has  been  detected  north  of  New  York. 

Genus  Fusus.     Lam. 

All  the  species  of  this  genus,  found  here,  excepting  JP. 
islandicus  and  F.  decemcostaius,  are  pelagic,  and  are  obtained 
only  from  the  stomachs  of  fishes. 

F.  decemcosiatusy  Say.  Found  rather  plentifully  at  Passama- 
quoddy,  during  spring  tides,  burrowing  in  the  mud  near  low- 
water  mark.  I  have  recently  received  good  specimens  from 
the  island  of  Mount  Desert.  Dead  specimens  are  occasionally 
found  on  the  shores  of  Casco  Bay,  and  I  have  frequently 
found  very  young  ones  in  fishes'  stomachs.  It  occurs  fossil  at 
Topsham. 

F.  islandicus,  Penn.  Gmel.  Found  at  Passamaquoddy,  in 
company  with  the  preceding.  It  is  also  taken  from  cod-fishes' 
stomachs  caught  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  anywhere  abundant. 

F.  pygmausj  Gould.     Having  been  familiar  with  this  shell 
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for  several  years,  and  having  found  thousands  of  specimens,  I 
cannot  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  that  it  is  distinct  from  F. 
islandicus.  It  is  uniformly  much  smaller  than  that  species, 
rarely  exceeding  an  inch  in  length  ;  the  epidermis  is  uniformly 
of  a  light,  horn  color ;  in  F.  islandicus  it  is  uniformly  of  a 
reddish  brown,  even  in  young  specimens,  not  larger  than  this; 
the  transverse  lines  in  this  species  are  more  numerous,  and  the 
ultimate  and  penultimate  whorls  are  proportionally  smaller, 
consequently  it  is  more  subulate. 

jP.  iornatus,  Gould.  Ilab.  Grand  Banks.  Taken  from 
the  stomachs  of  cod-fishes.  It  occurs,  fossil,  in  a  post-tertiary 
formation  at  Peak's  Island,  Casco  Bay.     Very  rare. 

jP.  scalariformis,  Gould. .  I  have  found  several  in  fishes' 
stomachs  taken  in  very  deep  water,  in  Casco  Bay.  It  also 
occurs  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  is  rare  everywhere. 

jP.  bamJfiuSf  Flem.  This  elegant  little  shell  is  often  found 
in  Casco  Bay,  —  fresh  specimens,  however,  are  very  rare. 

jP.  rufus,  Mont.  Gould.  (F.  phurotomarius,  Couth.)  This 
species  is  occasionally  found,  but  it  is  scarce. 

jP.  harpularius,  Couth.     Rare. 

jP.  turriailus,  Mont.  Not  unfrequently  obtained  from  deep 
water  in  Casco  Bay.  I  once  detected  it  witli  the  dredge  in 
Portland  harbor.  Capt.  Walden  lias  dredged  it  near  the  Fox 
Islands. 

JP.  cancellatus,  Migh.  Ilab.  Casco  Bay,  in  very  deep  water. 
I  have  never  found  more  than  four  or  five  specimens. 

Genus  Rostellaria.     Lam. 

jR.  occidentalism  Beck.  Pelagic.  This  curious  species  oc- 
curs in  Casco  Bay,  but  I  have  never  found  perfect  specimens.  I 
once  took  twenty  specimens,  mostly  mature,  from  the  stomach 
of  a  cai'fishj  (Anarrhichas  htjnts,  L.)  but  so  comminuted  as  to 
be  of  little  or  no  value.  I  am  indebted  to  the  fishermen  for 
several  fine  specimens  taken  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 

Genus  Trichotropis.     Brod.  and  Sowb. 
r.  borealis,  Sowb.  (T.  costeUatiis,  Couth.)    Pelagic.  Some 


the  Shells  of  Maine.  343 

years,  I  have  found  this  shell  considerably  plentiful  in  the 
stomachs  of  haddock  taken  in  Casco  Bay,  but  during  the  last 
two  years  it  has  been  rarely  seen. 

Genus  Purpura.     Lam. 

P.  lapillus,  Lin.  Littoral.  Inhabits  the  whole  coast  of 
Maine,  in  vast  numbers.  I  have  placed  in  my  cabinet,  at 
least  eight  varieties  of  this  species,  all  inhabitants  of  Maine. 
The  only  variety  that  occurs  at  Eastport,  is  of  a  chocolate 
color,  —  externally  and  internally.  European  specimens  are 
a  little  more  ponderous  than  our  shells,  in  other  respects  they 
are  the  same. 

Genus  Buccinum.     Lin. 

jB.  undatum,  Lin.  Littoral,  —  occasionally  found,  during 
ordinary  tides,  considerably  above  low-water  mark,  in  great 
numbers.  The  largest  and  most  beautiful  I  ever  saw,  I  found 
at  Clapboard  Island,  in  Casco  Bay.  They  very  soon  disap- 
peared, and  have  not  been  noticed  since.  Our  shell  differs  in 
no  respect  from  European  specimens.  A  sailor  gave  me  a 
specimen  which  he  says  he  picked  up  on  the  coast  of  Chili ; 
it  accords  perfectly  with  ours. 

B.  trivittatumy  Say.  Found  in  considerable  numbers  in 
fishes'  stomachs,  and  by  dredging  in  Portland  harbor.  I  once 
found  it  alive,  in  the  mud,  during  a  spring  tide,  at  low-water 
mark,  at  Clapboard  Island. 

B.  obsoktum,  Say.  Littoral.  Abundant  on  muddy  flats  in 
all  our  quiet  bays,  especially  near  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

B,  rosaceum,  Gould.  Pelagic.  Found  sparingly,  in  had- 
docks' stomachs  in  Casco  Bay. 

B.  ciliatum,  Oth.  Fab.  Pelagic.  Hab.  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence and  Grand  Banks.     Very  rare. 

B.  donovani,  Gray.  Pelagic.  Obtained  from  fishes'  stom- 
achs, accompanying  the  preceding.     Also  rare. 

B.  plicosum,  Menke.  A  few  specimens  of  this  species  have 
been  found  in  Back  Cove,  near  this  city ;  they  accord  per- 
fectly with  Massachusetts  specimens. 
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Genus  Columbella.    Lam. 

C.  avara,  Say.  I  found  a  single  specimen  of  this  species 
in  a  haddock's  stomach  taken  in  Casco  Bay. 

Genus  Terebra.     Lam. 

T.  (Cerithium,)  dislocaia,  Say.  (T.  petitiiy  Keiner.) 
Through  Dr.  Ray  I  have  received  a  specimen  of  this  shell.  He 
found  it  with  several  more,  on  the  shores  of  Passamaquoddy 
Bay,  near  Eastport.  He  informs  me  he  has  found  it  at  several 
places  in  that  vicinity,  and  has  no  doubt  that  it  inhabits  that 
locality. 

It  thus  appears  that  there  are  seventy-nine  genera,  repre- 
sented by  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  species,  to  which  might 
be  added  with  propriety,  all  the  northern  species  included 
in  Dr.  Gould's  Report,  (Invert,  Mass.)  with  twenty-five  or 
thirty  fossil  species  noticed  by  Dr.  Jackson  in  his  2d  Annual 
Report  on  the  Geology  of  Maine,  and  six  or  eight  others 
which  have  come  into  my  possession  through  fishermen,  who 
found  them  on  some  of  the  eastern  islands. 

The  occurrence  of  several  species  on  this  coast,  that  inhabit 
the  south  shore  of  Cape  Cod,  and  not  Massachusetts  Bay,  is 
a  fact  worthy  of  notice.  How  is  this  to  be  explained  ?  Does 
the  Gulf  Stream  have  anything  to  do  with  it  ?  Is  there  a  cur- 
rent flowing  around  that  cape,  in  an  easterly  direction,  con- 
nected with  or  independent  of  the  Gulf  Stream  ?  and  if  so, 
where  does  it  terminate  ?  Would  it  not,  more  probably,  ter- 
minate on  the  coast  of  Maine  than  on  the  coast  of  Massachu- 
setts? If  such  a  current  docs  exist,  either  constantly  or 
periodically,  would  it  not  be  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
problem  ?  I  have  but  little  doubt  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
current,  and  that  it  acquires  a  mighty  energy  during  the  preva- 
lence of  southerly  winds.  The  effect  of  it  in  transplanting 
marine  productions  will  readily  occur  to  every  mind.  It  is 
well  known  among  naturalists  that  several  species  of  tropical 
shells  occur  on  the  coast  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  whither 
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they  have,  probably,  been  transported  by  the  Gulf  Stream.  If 
this  is  true,  although  it  does  not  prove,  it  certainly  adds  some 
strength  to  the  supposition,  that  the  species  of  shells  above 
alluded  to  have  been  transported  across  Massachusetts  Bay  by 
a  current  not  hitherto  observed,  from  some  region  south  of 
Cape  Cod. 

I  would  by  no  means  be  understood  as  recording  this  as 
my  settled  opinion,  I  merely  throw  out  these  hints  in  the  hope 
of  eliciting  the  opinions  of  others. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Capt. 
Walden,  who  confirms  my  conjecture.  He  says  there  are  two 
periodical  currents,  —  one  sets  eastwardly  around  Cape  Cod, 
and  extends  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy  ;  it  frequently  flows  at  the 
rate  of  two  miles  an  hour,  and  continues  for  several  weeks  in 
succession.  The  westerly  current  is  also  periodical,  and  con- 
tinues to  flow  during  longer  periods  than  the  easterly  one.  It 
commences  where  the  other  ends,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
he  thinks  it  generally  becomes  exhausted  on  the  westerly  part 
of  the  coast  of  Maine,  though  sometimes  he  has  felt  its  in- 
fluence as  far  south  and  west  as  Cape  Ann. 


AuT.  XXVII.  — DESCRIPTIONS  OP  SIX  SPECIES  OP  SHELLS  RE- 
GARDED AS  NEW.  Bt  J.  W.  MiQHELfl,  M.  D.,  Portland,  Mains.  Com- 
municated March,  1843. 

ASTARTE    PORTLANDICA. 

A.  testd  parv&,  solidd,  pcr-inequilaterali ;  umbonibus  elevatis,  approxima- 
tis,  recurvis ;  liinuld  angustati ;  intus  llvidA ;  marginibus  siraplicibiui. 

Plate  XVI.    Fig  2, 

Shell  small,  solid,  rather  compressed,  very  inequilateral, 
upper  part  of  the  anterior  margin  moderately  curved,  ante- 
rior, basal  and  posterior  margins  regularly  rounded ;    beaks 
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elevated,  approximate,  pointed  and  eroded ;  lunule  narrow, 
lanceolate,  and  rather  superficial ;  external  surface  slightly 
undulating,  occasioned  by  the  incremental  stria>,  which  under 
a  magnifier  appear  to  be  interrupted  and  rather  coarse  ;  the 
epidermis  is  of  a  dark,  yellowish  brown  color ;  the  interior  is 
smooth,  of  a  dark  brown,  inclining  to  a  chocolate  color  ;  the 
hinge  margin  is  thin,  the  posterior  side  of  the  left  valve  is 
sharp,  which  fits  into  a  slight  groove  in  the  opposite  valve,  a 
short  distance  behind  the  beak  ;  there  is  one  cardinal  tooth 
in  the  right  valve  which  is  received  into  a  subtriangular 
space  between  two  unequal  teeth  in  the  left  valve ;  muscu- 
lar impressions  superficial,  reniform  ;  margins  simple. 

Length  J,  height  »q,  breadth  J  inch. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay. 

Remarks.  I  have  obtained  only  a  single  specimen  of  this 
species ;  this  I  found  in  the  stomach  of  a  haddock,  in  1842.  It 
is  readily  distinguished  from  all  the  other  species  of  the  genus 
by  its  extraordinary  obliquity,  and  by  the  livid  color  of  the 
interior. 

Bulla  pertenuis. 

B.  todU\  miuuu\,  cyliiidraceA,  albidA,  hyalinu  ;  anfractibus  quatuor  ;  spirA 
rlevatd  ;  labro  siipcrnc  recto,  infrft  rotundato ;  a^Hsrtunl  supern6  augustaui, 
infrd  latd. 

Plate  XVI.     Fig.  3. 

Shell  very  small,  cylindrical,  of  a  dingy  white  color,  very 
thin  and  fragile ;  whorls  four,  rounded,  all  lying  in  the  same 
plane ;  suture  distinct,  as  seen  under  the  microscope ;  spire 
elevated ;  labrum  nearly  straight  at  the  posterior  part,  rounded 
anteriorly,  returning  into  the  shell  it  forms  a  delicate,  slightly 
elevated  lamina,  which,  under  the  microscope,  is  seen  to  oc- 
cupy nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  columellar  region  ;  aper- 
ture very  narrow  posteriorly,  broad  and  rounded  anteriorly. 

Length  1J5  inches,  breadth  jj^  inches. 

Habitat.  Casco  Bay. 

Remarks.  When  greatly  magnified  this  shell  resembles 
J3.  Gouldiiy  Couth,  but  besides  being  much  smaller,  it  is  pro- 
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portionally  longer,  —  it  is  also  entirely  destitute  of  the  re- 
volving lines,  which  are  seen  on  that  shell.  It  is  the  smallest 
species  of  the  genus  that  has  hitherto  been  found  on  the 
American  coast.  I  first  detected  it  in  sifting  sand  and  mud 
taken  from  the  stomachs  of  haddock,  in  the  spring  of  1842. 
It  is  scarce  and  difficult  to  obtain. 

LiMNEA    AMPLA. 

L.  testA  ampIA,  subovatA  ;  anfractibus  quintiuc,  convcxis,  supernc  genic- 
ulatis;  siiturA  valdd  impre9s:\  ;  spirik  brevi;  aperturA  lata;  uinbilico  pro* 
fiindo  ;    columella  valdd  plicat<i. 

Plate  XVI.     Fig.  I.  a.  b.  c. 

Shell  large,  much  inflated,  suboval,  rather  thin,  composed 
of  five  convex  whorls,  prominently  shouldered  at  the  upper 
part ;  epidermis  of  an  obscure,  olivaceous  green  color  ;  lines 
of  accretion  very  fine  and  compact ;  transverse  lines  obscure, 
appearing  serriform  under  a  magnifier,  giving  the  surface  the 
appearance  of  very  delicate  lace  work ;  suture  deep,  and  in 
one  specimen,  (fig.  c,)  subcanaliculate ;  spire  short  and  point- 
ed when  present ;  aperture  oblong,  very  wide  at  the  posterior 
part,  but  narrowing  rapidly  anteriorly,  and  occupying  rather 
more  than  two  thirds  the  length  of  the  shell ;  labrum  thin  and 
somewhat  reflected ;  labium  broadly  reflected,  forming  and 
partially  covering  an  open  and  very  deep  umbilicus ;  columel- 
lar  fold  very  prominent ;  within,  it  is  of  a  light  yellowish  fawn 
color,  with  an  obscure  purplish  zone,  one  line  in  breadth,  and 
about  two  lines  within  the  aperture. 

Length  1.3  inches,  breadth  1  inch,  height  .8  inches. 

Divergence  of  the  spire  very  variable. 

Habitat.    Second  Eagle  Lake,  Maine,  N.  lat.  47°. , 

Remarks.  This  extraordinary  and  beautiful  species  was  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  Alexander  W.Longfellow,  civil  engineer,  while 
engaged  with  other  gentlemen  of  the  scientific  corps,  in  the 
exploration  and  survey  of  the  north-eastern  boundary,  in  the 
summer  of  1842.  He  informs  me  they  were  very  abundant 
on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  but  he  had  no  means  of  preserving 
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any  more  than  four  specimens,  all  of  which  are  in  my  collec- 
tion. No  two  of  the  specimens  are  exactly  alike ;  but  not- 
withstanding this,  and  the  remarkable  difference  between 
those  represented  in  the  plate,  I  doubt  not  they  are  specifically 
the  same. 

It  is  allied  to  L.  decollata,  Nob.  but  it  is  readily  distinguish- 
ed from  that  shell  by  its  amplitude,  by  a  proportionately 
larger  penultimate  whorl,  by  the  reflected  labrum,  by  a  much 
broader  labium,  and  by  the  open  umbilicus,  which  is  always 
entirely  closed  in  L.  dccollata. 

I  regard  that  represented  by  fig.  a,  as  the  prevailing  type 
of  the  species.  Fig.  (  is  a  little  shorter,  and  rather  more 
tumid  ;  fig.  c,  represents  a  distorted  specimen. 

Phasianblla  sulcosa. 

P.  tcstA  minutA,  ovato-conicA,  Isvi;  anfrnctibns  quataor,  subconTcxis, 
transvcrsim  snlcatis ;  suturA  impressA  ;  aperturA  ovato-oblongA,  intus  trans- 
versim  fasciatA. 

Plate  XVI.     Fig.  4. 

Shell  very  small,  ovate-conical,  smooth  and  white ;  whorls 
four,  slightly  convex,  with  six  or  seven  transverse  grooves  on 
the  body  whorl,  and  three  on  each  of  the  two  next  above ; 
spire  smooth  and  pointed  ;  aperture  ovate-oblong,  with  three, 
slightly  apparent  transverse  bands  within,  as  seen  under  a 
strong  magnifying  power. 

Length  ,{j  inch,  breadth  about  ^^  inch. 

Habitat.    Casco  Bay. 

Remarks.  Examined  with  the  unassisted  eye,  this  shell 
would  be  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  some  species  of  Cingula, 
but  its  true  character  is  revealed  with  even  a  moderate  mag- 
nifying power,  —  the  lip  being  incontinuom  posteriorly.  I 
have  never  discovered  but  one  specimen  of  this  curious  little 
shell ;  this  I  found  in  the  stomach  of  a  haddock,  in  company 
with  several  other  minute  species  of  shells,  in  the  summer  of 
1842.  I  presume  it  is  the  only  representative  of  the  genus 
that  has  been  hitherto  discovered  on  our  Atlantic  coast. 
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Margarita  minutissima. 

M.  tesU  niiuutissimft,  globoso-subovatA ;  anfractibus  tribus,  convexis, 
longitudinalitcT  sulcatis  i  spm\  brcvi,  obtusA ;  suturA  vald6  imprcssft ;  aper- 
turd  orbiculari ;  umbilico  magno  et  profundo. 

Plate  XVI.     Fig  5. 

Shell  very  minute,  subdiscoidal,  globular-ovate,  of  a  dull 
ash-color ;  whorls  three,  convex,  with  distinct  longitudinal, 
approximate  sulci,  running  obliquely,  and  disappearing  as  they 
approach  the  umbilical  region  ;  spire  very  low  and  obtuse  at 
the  apex ;  suture  deep ;  aperture  circular ;  lip  sharp  and 
nearly  continuous  posteriorly  ;  umbihcus  large  and  profound. 

Length  about  jjj  inch,  breadth  about  equal  to  the  length. 

Habitat.    Casco  Bay. 

Remarks.  I  have  never  found  but  a  single  specimen  of 
this  shell,  which  I  took  from  the  stomach  of  a  haddock.  It  is 
not  very  nearly  allied  to  any  of  the  other  species  found  on 
the  coast.  Under  a  magnifier,  it  somewhat  resembles  M.  vari" 
cosa,  Nob.  in  the  ultimate  whorl.  It  is,  however,  readily  dis- 
tinguished by  its  very  depressed  and  obtuse  spire. 

Delphinula?  coarctata. 

D.  testA  parv&,  subdiscoideA,  imperforatA  ;  anfractibus  tribus,  convexis,  lon- 
gitudiualiter  minutissime  striatis ;  ultimo  anfractu  maximo ;  suturA  cana- 
liculat.'V  ;   apcrturA  intogerrimA,  circulari,  intus  flavidulA. 

Plate  XVI.     Fig.  6. 

Shell  small,  subdiscoidal,  much  depressed,  imperforate ; 
whorls  three,  convex,  minutely  striated  longitudinally;  last 
whorl  very  large,  composing  a  large  proportion  of  the  entire 
shell ;  spire  much  depressed  and  obtuse ;  suture  very  deep, 
being  canaliculate  above  the  body  whorl ;  aperture  uninter- 
rupted, circular,  of  a  wax  color  within ;  epidermis  yellowish. 

Length  \  inch,  breadth  { inch. 

Habitat.    Casco  Bay. 

Remarks.  I  have  hesitated  much  in  characterizing  this 
shell.  In  examining  the  contents  of  fishes'  stomachs,  I  have 
frequently  found  specimens  of  it,  but  regarding  them  as  mere 
accidental  varieties  of  some  of  our  species  of  Littorinay  I 


i 
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sometimes  an  additional  small  one  on  the  transverse  lip,  to  the 
left  of  the  constant  one ;  and  the  teeth  on  the  outer  lip  vary 
in  many  ways,  as  may  be  best  exhibited  by  the  following  ta- 
ble of  varieties  which  I  have  observed,  intended  to  represent 
the  teeth  in  succession  as  they  occur,  beginning  at  the  outer 
posterior  angle  and  going  round  to  the  left. 
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By  this  table  it  appears  that  there  may  be  as  many  as  even 
eleven  teeth,  though  I  have  never  seen  more  than  eight  on 
one  individual.  Of  the  two  teeth  which  are  shown  by  this 
table  to  be  constant  on  the  outer  lip,  the  largest  is  situated 
nearly  opposite  the  tooth  on  the  transverse  lip,  and  the  other 
less  than  half  the  distance  between  it  and  the  posterior  angle. 
Such  remarkable  deviations  have  led  to  the  proposal  of  two 
new  species  which  may  with  propriety  be  noticed,  and  may  be 
considered  as  the  two  extremes  of  the  varieties,  viz. : 

P.  Tappanidna,  Adams,  a  name  adopted  by  him  from  the 
manuscripts  of  the  late  Dr.  Ward  of  Roscoe,  Ohio,  and  de- 
scribed in  a  supplementary  sheet  to  the  40th  volume  of  Silli- 
man's  Journal,  and  afterwards  in  Thompson's  History  of  Ver- 
mont. The  finest  examples  of  the  species  come  Imder  this 
variety.  They  are  such  as  occur  in  Ohio,  of  a  very  light 
color,  quite  translucent,  without  epidermis,  and  with  the  lip 
distinct  and  white.  It  is  ^^^  inch  in  length,  and  about  half  as 
broad,  fig.  10. 

P.  curvidens,  Gould,  {Inverieb.  of  Massachusetts y  189,  fig. 
120)  is  about  one  seventh  smaller,  has  a  very  thin,  greenish 
epidermis,  and  generally  eight  teeth,  and  the  large  one  on  the 
transverse  lip  decidedly  curved  to  the  left,  (fig.  11.)  Such  are 
specimens  usually  found  in  Massachusetts;  and  though  in 
size,  exterior,  and  armature  they  are  so  different  from  the 
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Ohio  specimens,  yet  as  I  have  seen  so  many  intervening 
varieties,  I  think  this  form  should  be  abandoned  as  a  species. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  discrepancies,  there  is  a  certain 
aspect  about  the  shell  which  enables  one  to  distinguish  it 
without  much  difficulty.  Its  ovate  form,  its  very  small  aper- 
ture, with  the  transverse  portion  so  oblique  that  the  inner  lip 
is  very  short  in  proportion  to  the  outer  one,  will  serve  to  de- 
termine the  species  with  a  very  small  magnifying  power. 

Mr.  Say  found  his  specimens  in  Pennsylvania  ;  it  is  not  in- 
frequent in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  under  fallen  leaves  in  shady 
woods  ;  Professor  Adams  found  it  near  Middlebury,  Vt. ;  Dr. 
Newcomb  found  it  near  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  it  is  one  of  the  most 
common  species  in  Ohio,  and  has  been  sent  me  by  Dr.  Fore- 
man from  near  Baltimore,  and  from  Jacksonborough.  S.  C. 
Thus,  with  the  exception  of  P.  contritcta  it  has  been  observed 
over  a  wider  region  than  any  other  species. 

PUPA    IIUPICOLA. 

Plate  XVI.  fig.  13. 

P.  ovato-conica,  crlahra,  albida,  umbilicata ;  apicc  suljaciitik ;  anfractilms  sex  conr 
vexis :  apcrturft  oMiqu&,  somi-eniptic&,  dcntibus  quinque  IumelK)si8  armala,  quorum 
unus  posiicc^,  duo  ad  coluniellani,  duo  ad  labium  expansum  dispositi. 

''  Shell  dextral,  attenuated  to  an  acute  apex,  white  ;  suture 
deeply  impressed  ;  labrum  bidentate,  superior  tooth  lamellar, 
emarginate  in  the  middle,  and  at  the  anterior  tip  uniting  with 
the  superior  termination  of  the  labrum  ;  inferior  tooth  placed 
on  the  columella,  and  extending  nearly  at  a  right  angle  with 
the  preceding ;  labrum  tridentate,  teeth  placed  somewhat 
alternately  with  those  of  the  labium  ;  inferior  tooth  situated  at 
the  base  and  immediately  beneath  the  inferior  tooth  of  the  la- 
bium.    Length  ^  inch." 

About  the  size  of  P.  coriicaria^  and  considerably  resembles 
that  species,  but  is  sufficiently  distinguished  by  the  circum- 
stance of  its  gradually  decreasing  in  diameter  from  the  body 
whorl  to  its  tip,  and  in  the  character  of  the  mouth  it  is  widely 
distinct.     (Say,  Joum.  Acad.  Nat.  Sc.  II.  163.) 
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Found  by  Mr.  Say  in  Florida,  and  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Ra- 
venel  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  by  Dr.  Foreman  from  Jack- 
sonborough  and  Manchester,  S.  C,  and  from  Savannah  and 
Whitmarsh's  Island,  Georgia.  It  seems  to  be  a  southern 
species ;  and  although  I  have  very  often  received  shells  from 
Ohio  under  this  name,  yet  no  one  of  them  has  actually  proved 
to  be  this  species. 

I  have  met  with  little  or  no  variety  in  this  species,  and  the 
above  description  can  scarcely  be  amended,  except  to  say  that 
the  teeth  are  compressed,  and  protracted  for  a  considerable 
distance  within  tile  aperture.     The  place  of  the  two  teeth  or 
folds  on  the  outer  lip  is  marked  externally  by  two  prolonged 
indentations.    The  distinctive  marks  between  this  species  and 
P.  corticaria  are  clearly  given  ;  but  it  has  a  much  closer  re- 
semblance, in  its  armature  especially,  to  P.prdcera.     It  is, 
however,  distinguished  by  its  less  cylindrical  form,  its  lighter 
color,  its  smoother  surface,  its  white  instead  of  brow  n  lip ;  the 
tooth  on  the  transverse  lip  is  less  twisted,  and  that  which  is  at 
the  base  is  not  so  remote  or  so  transverse  in  position.     Its 
spire  is  also  at  least  half  a  whorl  aliorter. 

PUPA    SERVILIS. 

Plate  XVI.  fig.  14. 

Testa  ovato-clon^ata,  glabra,  rufesccns,  umbilicatA ;  anfractibus  quinque  convexis: 
apcrtura  semi-ellipticn,  dontibus  quinque  armata,  quorum  unus  contortus  posiict^, 
unus  ad  basin,  duo  ad  labium  afRxi ;  labro  reflcxo. 

Shell  elongated  ;  tapering  to  a  somewhat  acute  apex,  of  a 
pale  chestnut  or  horn  color  ;  whorls  five  and  sometimes  some- 
what more,  very  delicately  wrinkled ;  suture  well  defined. 
Aperture  semi-oval,  nearly  in  the  axis  of  the  shell,  the  trans- 
verse portion  slightly  oblique,  and  the  two  extremities  of  the 
lip  very  nearly  meeting  behind.  Revolving  under  the  middle 
of  the  transverse  lip  is  a  contorted,  lamellar  tooth  which  arises 
near  the  junction  of  the  outer  lip ;  on  the  middle  of  the  col- 
umella is  a  large  conical  tooth ;  at  the  base  is  a  small  tooth, 
then  a  third  large  tooth,  placed  so  as  to  form  a  regular  tripod 
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with  the  other  two,  and  above  this  is  a  fifth  inconspicuous 
tooth.  Lip  slightly  everted,  not  flattened,  sometimes  a  little 
inflected  at  the  right,  umbilicus  small.  Length,  f^  breadth  j'o 
inch. 

At  first  sight  this  species  would  be  referred  either  4o  P.  rU' 
picola  or  P.  proccra.  But  a  closer  examination  shows  that 
while  it  has  the  pale  brown  lip  of  the  latter,  it  is  a  shorter  and 
much  more  ventricose  shell ;  and  while  the  number  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  teeth  are  as  in  rupicola,  the  latter  has  a 
much  more  slender  form,  the  aperture  is  more  oblique  and  less 
elongated,  the  apex  is  obtuse,  and  the  lip  is  white. 

Notwithstanding  the  distinctions  mentioned  above,  perhaps 
most  observers,  on  ordinary  inspection,  would  maintain  that 
these  three  were  merely  local  varieties  of  the  same  species.  I 
will  add,  therefore,  that  by  means  of  an  excellent  microscope, 
to  which  a  camera  lucida  is  attached,  I  have  made  accurate 
figures  three  inches  in  length,  which  render  the  diflerences  in 
form  unequivocal. 

Found  at  Santa  Cruz  by  Dr.  R.  E.  Grifliths,  and  near  Ma- 
tanzas  by  John  Bartlett,  Esq. 

I  have  inserted  this  species  here,  although  it  cannot  strictly 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  tlie  United  States,  because  of 
its  proximity  to  the  States,  and  more  especially  because  it 
helps  to  illustrate  two  of  our  species. 

PUPA  FALLAX. 

Plate  XVI.  fig.  16. 

P.  tnrrita,  g:1ahra,  pallida  castancft,  umbilicata;  anfmctibus  sex  convexis ;  apertura 
obliqua,  subrotundata,  cdentula ;  labro  albo,  valdd  reflexo,  striate. 

"  Cyclostoma  marginata.  Shell  turreted,  pale  horn  color 
or  dusky,  obsoletely  wrinkled  across ;  suture  rather  deeply 
impressed ;  volutions  six ;  aperture  suboval,  truncate  trans- 
versely above  by  the  penultimate  whorl,  nearly  one  third  the 
length  of  the  shell ;  labium  nearly  transverse,  color  of  the  ex- 
terior part  of  the  shell ;  labrum  equally  and  widely  reflected, 
thick,  white;  umbilicus  distinct.  Length  I  inch."  (Sat, 
Joum.  Acad.  Nat.  Sc.  U.  172.) 
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This  shell  is  clearly  not  a  Cyclostoma,  and  on  that  account, 
as  Mr.  Say  suggests,  the  specific  name  must  be  changed.    As 
the  shell  afterwards  described  by  him  under  the  name  of  Pupa 
fallax  {Journ.  Acad.  Nat.  Sc.  V.  121.)  is  only  a  finely  devel- 
oped shell  of  this  species,  that  name  may  well  be  retained  for 
the  species.     It  was  therefore  adopted  in  the  Report  on  the 
Invertebrata  of  Massachusetts,  p.  192,  fig.   123.     Professor 
Adams  also  applied  to  it  the  specific  term  albilabrisj  in  Silli- 
man's  Journal,  XL.  271,  and  in  his  Catalogue  of  the  Mollusca 
of  Vermont  in  Thompson's  History,  a  name  suggested  by  the 
late  Dr.  Ward.    Some  doubt  still  remains  as  to  whether  it  be- 
longs to  the  genus  Pupa,  or  to  Bulimus,  as  the  animal  has  not 
been  described. 

This  shell  is  so  well  known  as  to  require  no  more  particular 
illustration.  The  lip,  however,  is  not  often  equally  reflected, 
but  is  much  narrowed  near  the  junction  of  the  outer  portion 
with  the  body  whorl.  There  are  also  two  or  three  deeply  cut 
lines  running  parallel  and  near  to  its  margin. 

Mr.  Say  found  his  specimens  in  the  North-West  Territory, 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  New 
York,  Maryland  and  South  Carolina. 

Its  foreign  analogue  is  P.  umbilicdta,  Drap. 

Having  recently  had  an  opportunity,  by  means  of  one  of 
Chevalier's  large  microscopes,  of  tracing  off  greatly  enlarged 
figures  of  these  minute  shells;  with  great  accuracy,  I  will  now 
review  the  species  described  in  the  former  part  of  this  paper, 
and  notice  those  points  which  were  inaccurately  stated,  or 
which  need  further  illustration,  and  add  such  further  informa- 
tion as  I  may  have  since  obtained  respecting  them. 

P.  coRTicARiA.  Tlie  single  tooth  which  Mr.  Say  describes 
as  being  on  the  pillar  lip,  should  read  on  the  transverse  lip,  to 
correspond  with  his  subsequent  descriptions  of  species.  In 
the  figure  (Vol.  III.  pi.  3,  fig.  19,)  the  body  whorl  is  repre- 
sented too  long.  I  have  received  it  from  Worcester  county, 
Maryland. 

P.  ExiGUA.  In  the  figure  of  this  shell  (Vol.  III.  pi.  3,  fig. 
20,)  the  body  whorl  is  represented  proportionally  too  large. 
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Its  length  is  .08  inch.     The  only  additional  locality  from 
which  I  have  received  it  is  Troy,  N.  Y. 

The  animal  is  colorless,  and  has  only  two  tentaculse  devel- 
oped, which  are  stout,  hyaline,  about  one  third  as  long  as  the 
foot.     See  Rep,  on  the  Invertebrata  of  Mass, ,  191,  fig.  122. 

P.  coNTRACTA.  Tlic  apcrturc,  in  Vol.  III.  fig.  22,  should 
be  placed  much  farther  to  the  right.  It  is  probably  common 
in  all  the  States,  as  I  have  received  specimens  from  the  Island 
of  Cuba.  Found  about  rotten  stumps  or  under  stones  in 
moist  pastures.  See  Invertebrata  of  Mass,  186,  fig.  117,  and 
Adams,  in  Thompson's  Hist,  of  Vermont, 

P.  MILIUM.  The  teeth  on  the  outer  lip  are  more  properly 
folds,  as  indicated  by  the  two  elongated  indentations  on  the 
exterior  of  the  shell  corresponding  to  them.  I  have  a  speci- 
men from  Mr.  Anthony  which  he  received  from  Louisiana. 
See  Gould,  Invertebrata  of  Mass,  187,  fig.  118.  Adams,  in 
Silliman's  Journ,  Vol.  XL.  270,  and  Thompson's  Hist,  of  Ver^ 
mont, 

P.  PROCERA.  Both  the  description  and  figure  of  this  species 
are  so  incorrect  that  1  reproduce  an  accurate  figure,  (fig.  12.) 
Its  peculiar  characters  have  been  noticed  under  P,  rupkola.  It 
has  not  yet  been  sent  me  from  any  other  locality  than  the 
vicinity  of  Baltimore. 

On  the  cover  of  the  Society's  Journal,  Vol.  IV.  No.  1,  I 
indicated  a  species  by  the  name  of  P,  carinata  which  I  sup- 
posed to  be  new.  But  the  examination  of  another  specimen 
has  satisfied  me  that  it  was  merely  an  immature  or  a  fractured 
specimen  of  P.  prScera, 

P.  ARMiFERA.  Profcssor  Adams  has  found  this  species 
plentifully  at  Crown  Point,  and  some  other  places  near  Lake 
Champlain.  I  have  also  received  it  from  Maryland.  See 
also  Adams,  Catalogue  of  MoUusca  in  Thompson's  Hist,  of 
Vermont. 

P.  simplex.  Very  few  of  these  shells  have  as  yet  been 
found,  and  none,  that  I  know  of,  in  any  other  except  the 
original  locality.  They  are  enough,  however,  to  establish  the 
validity  of  the  species. 
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P.  BADiA  has  been  found  by  Dr.  Newcomb  near  Troy,  N.  Y. 
See  also  Adams,  Catalogue  of  MoUusca  in  Thompson's  Hist. 
of  Vermont. 

Thus  there  are  at  present  known,  in  the  United  States, 
thirteen  species  of  this  genus.  They  are  remarkable,  as  com- 
pared with  those  found  in  other  countries,  for  their  minute- 
ness ;  the  two  largest  species,  armifera  and  hadia,  scarcely  ex- 
ceeding in  size  the  smallest  of  the  European  species.  It  is 
also  singular  that  no  species  of  the  allied  genus  ClausUia^  so 
abundant  in  Europe  and  Asia,  should  have  been  found,  as 
yet,  on  the  North  American  continent ;  and  indeed  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  shell  possessing  a  true  clausium  has  been  found 
in  any  part  of  America. 


Art.  XXIX.  — DKSCRIPTIONS  OF  TWO  UNDESCRIBED  SPECIES  OF 
NORTH  AMERICAN  HELICES.     By  Amos  Binney. 

HELIX  TUDICULATA. 

Plate  XX. 

H.  tcstii  orbiculato-convcxa,  imperforatii,  nifo-oliracc&,  fasd4  anicA  castanea 
cinct^,  et  imprcssioiiibus  squamatis  undiquc  signat& ;  apcrtur^  tninsTcrsi ;  labro  al- 
bido,  sub-rcflexo ;  basi  convex^. 

Description. 

Animal.     Not  observed. 

Shell.  Orbiculate-convex  ;  epidermis  olivaceous ;  spire  a 
depressed  cone ;  whorls  between  five  and  six,  slightly  convex  ; 
body-whorl  voluminous,  expanding  somewhat  towards  the 
aperture ;  aperture  transverse,  rather  circular ;  lip  whitish, 
slightly  reflected ;  umbilicus  covered  by  a  testaceous  callus 
uniting  with  the  reflected  lip  ;  base  convex ;  a  well  defined, 
rather  wide,  dark  chestnut  band,  margined  w^ith  a  lighter  color 
above  and  below,  revolves  near  the  centre  of  the  body  whorl, 
and  is  more  or  less  visible  above  the  suture  on  the  two  whorls 
preceding  the  last ;  surface  of  the  outer  whorl  covered  with 
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somewhat  regular  impressions  or  indentations  with  ridges  be- 
tween, causing  it  to  look  as  if  covered  with  scales ;  where 
these  are  not  apparent  it  is  marked  with  oblique  wrinkles. 

Transverse  diameter  one  inch  and  a  quarter. 

Geographical  Distribution.  The  only  specimen  I  have 
seen,  belonging  to  the  cabinet  of  Andrew  Belknap,  Esq.,  was 
taken  near  St.  Diego,  California. 

Remarks.  This  beautiful  and  well  defined  species  is  unlike 
any  other  which  I  have  noticed ;  and  no  description  has  been 
met  with,  which  corresponds  with  it.  It  resembles  in  its  gen- 
eral appearance,  Helix  Dupetitthouarsi  of  Deshayes,  (Guerin. 
Mag.  de  Zool.  1841,  pi.  30,)  but  it  is  destitute  of  an  umbilical 
opening  which  in  that  species  is  large.  The  singular  indenta- 
tions of  the  surface  resemble  very  exactly  the  impressions  of 
the  hammer  on  the  interior  of  silver  vessels.  The  specific 
name  is  derived  from  the  resemblance. 

HELIX.    DEMISSA. 

Plate  XVI.    Fig.  16. 

H.  tesU  depresso-€oiiTez&,  peforat&,  luteoIo-€onie&,  nitens ;  anfractibos  lez,  mi- 
nat^  striatis;  apatura  transversi;  labro  simplici,  acuto;  basi  glabri;  nmbilioo 
parvo. 

Description. 

Animal.     Not  noticed. 

Shell.  Depressed-convex  ;  epidermis  yellowish  horn  color, 
shining ;  whorls  six,  with  minute  lines  of  growth  ;  spire  ob- 
tuse ;  suture  impressed  ;  body  whorl  expanding  very  little  to- 
wards the  aperture ;  aperture  transverse,  not  large,  a  white 
testaceous  deposit  within  ;  lip  thin,  acute ;  base  rather  flat, 
smooth ;  umbUicus  very  small,  umbilical  region  a  little  im- 
pressed. 

Greatest  transverse  diameter  rather  more  than  three  eighthf 
of  an  inch. 

Geographical  Distribution.  The  only  specimens  which  I 
have  yet  seen  were  procured  in  the  western  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Remarks.    This  is  a  delicate  and  very  pretty  species,  and 
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is  distinct  from  everything  unless  it  be  Helix  ligera.  The 
character  of  the  surface  and  skin  is  the  same  in  both,  and  the 
base  is  nearly  the  same.  I  have  seen  very  depressed  s|>ecimeDs 
of  Helix  ligera,  but  none  approaching  this.  It  may,  however, 
be  subject  to  still  further  reductions  in  the  height  of  the  spire, 
until  it  reaches  the  depression  of  the  present  shell.  If  it 
should  be  the  same,  it  will  exhibit  very  extraordinary  variation 
in  this  respect,  from  a  high  conical  to  a  planulate  form.  It  re- 
sembles Helix  suppressa  externally  in  everything  except  size. 


Aut.  XXX.  -  observations  ON  THE  EXTERNAL  CHARACTERS 
AND  HABITS  OF  THE  TROGLODYTES  NIGER,  Geoff.  Br  Thomas 
S.  Savage,  M.  D.,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Boston  Society  op 
Natural  History  — AND  ON  ITS  ORGANIZATION,  by  Jktfbibs  Wy- 

MAN,  M.  D. 

The  specimens  belonging  to  the  Chimpanzee,  Black  Ourang, 
or  Simia  troglodytes  of  naturalists,  from  which  the  following 
descriptions  are  in  part  drawn,  were  presented  to  the  Boston 
Society  of  Natural  History  by  Thomas  S.  Savage,  M.  D.,  a 
missionary  stationed  at  Cape  Palmas,  West  Africa.  To  the 
enlightened  zeal  and  liberality  of  Dr.  Savage  the  society  is 
also  indebted  for  numerous  other  rare  and  valuable  zoological 
specimens,  especially  of  insects,  from  the  same  region.  The 
specimens  belonging  to  the  Chimpanzee,  consist  of  the  skeleton 
nearly  entire,  the  head  covered  with  the  integuments,  the  or- 
gans of  respiration,  and  of  generation  of  the  male  and  female, 
and  the  anterior  and  posterior  hands,  all  from  adults ;  also,  au 
entire  specimen  of  a  young  male  subject.  Dr.  Savage  has 
transmitted  notes  of  his  own  observations  relative  to  the  habits 
and  external  characters  of  this  wonderful  race  of  animals, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages.'"' 

*  Dr.  Savage's  notes  are  divided  into  two  parts :  the  first  consisting  of  "  obscrra- 
tions  on  the  exteraal  characters ;"  and  the  second,  of  "  facts  relative  to  the  habits  of 
the  Chimpanzee.*'  These  will  l)e  dislin^ished  from  the  remarks,  which  have  been 
added,  by  inverted  commas.  The  measurements  have  been  reduced  to  a  tabular 
form  to  fiidlitate  comparisons.  j.  w. 
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The  specific  differences  between  the  Chimpanzee  or  Simia 
iroglodytis  of  Africa,  and  the  Ourang  Outang  or  Simia  satyrus 
of  Borneo,  which  were  long  indefinitely  determined,  have  been 
so  completely  demonstrated  by  the  labors  of  St.  Hilaire,* 
Owen  f  and  Vrolik  that  any  remarks  relative  to  this  subject 
would  seem  superfluous. 

Geoff.  St.  Hilaire :]:  had  already  ^established  the  differential 
characters  of  the  Subgenera  Troglodytes  and  Pithecus,  but 
as  they  were  drawn  from  immature  specimens,  they  have  been 
modified  by  the  more  recent  and  extended  researches  of  Prof. 
Owen  ;  <^  and  the  characters  of  the  first  sub-genus  now  stand 
as  follows : 

Sub-genus  Troglodytes.     Geoff. 

Muzzle  long;  truncated  anteriorly;  strong  superciliary 
ridges,  behind  which  the  forehead  recedes  directly  backwards ; 
no  cranial  ridges. 

Facial  angle  35°  —  excluding  the  superciliary  ridges. 

Auricles  large. 

Ribs  thirteen  pairs;  bones  of  sternum  forming  a  single 
row. 

Anns  reaching  below  the  knee-joint. 

Feet  wide,  halltuv  extending  to  second  joint  of  adjoining 
toe. 

Canines  large,  overpassing  each  other,  the  apices  lodged  in 
the  intervals  of  the  opposite  teeth. 

Intermaxillary  bones  anchylosed  to  the  maxillaries  during 
the  first  or  deciduous  dentition. 

Ex.  The  Chimpanzee  —  Black  Ourang  —  Pigmy  —  {Trog- 
lodytes niger,  Geoff.  —  Simia  troglodytes,  Blum.)  Jocko,  a 
name  for  the  young  Chimpanzee. 

Height  of  adult  about  four  feet.|| 

*  AnDales  da  Museum,  Tom.  xix.  p.  81. 

t  On  the  osteology  of  the  Chimpanzee  and  Orang-utan.    By  Richard  Owen, 
F.  R.  S.  Trans.  Zoolog.  Soc.  Lond.  Vol.  I.  p.  343. 

t  Annales  du  Museum,  Tom.  xix.  S  Op.  Cit.  p.  372. 

II  it  will  be  seen,  however,  from  the  measurements  of  Dr.  Sarage,  that  this 
estimate  is  too  low—  and  that  it  should  be  nearly  five  feet. 
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Hah.  Africa. 

External  characters,  "  All  short  of  five  feet  in  height 
Thickly  covered  with  coarse  black  hair  varying  from  one  to 
two  and  a  half  inches  in  length ;  most  abundant  on  the  back 
beginning  at  the  ears,  and  on  the  arras  at  the  shoulders,  and 
increasing  downwards ;  thinnest  on  the  chest  about  the 
mammse,  upon  the  disc  of  the  abdomen  and  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  arms ;  thickest  and  at  the  same  time  shortest  upon  the 
anterior  and  superior  portions  of  the  cranium,  (which  is  much 
flattened)  and  increasing  in  length  as  it  descends  posteriorly. 

"The  chin  covered  rather  thickly  with  gray  hairs  from  |  to| 
inch  in  length ;  the  face  from  the  mouth  superiorly  as  far  as 
superciliary  ridges  almost  entirely  naked,  and  the  skin  re- 
markably shrunken  and  shrivelled,  even  in  the  youngest  sub- 
jects, presenting,  to  a  nearly  equal  degree  in  all,  the  aspect  of 
extreme  old  age. 

"  One  specimen  was  very  old,  a  female  ;  the  most  palpable 
marks  of  her  age  were  a  mottled  appearance  of  the  face  —  teeth 
very  short,  worn  down  by  use  —  grayness  and  dryness  of  the 
hair  generally,  and  the  prominence  and  definiteness  of  the 
superciliary  ridges. 

"  Upon  the  sides  of  the  face  were  a  few  scattered  hairs, 
increasing  in  number,  length,  and  blackness,  towards  the  ear, 
presenting  in  their  contour  the  appearance  of  bushy  whiskers. 
The  nose  was  pointed  and  perfectly  flat,  lying  on  a  plane  with 
the  adjacent  portions  of  the  face. 

"The  superciliary  ridges  in  all,  remarkably  prominent. 
In  the  true  representation  of  this  feature  every  figure  of  the 
animal  that  I  have  seen  has  failed.  It  is  a  palpable  charac* 
teristic  constituting  an  important  mark  of  difference  between 
this,  and  the  red  or  Asiatic  ourang;  the  greatest  projection 
rather  exceeded  3-4  of  an  inch. 

"  The  back  of  the  fingers  of  the  four  extremities  bare,  ex- 
cepting the  first  joint,  where  the  hair  commences  and  is  directed 
upwards  as  far  as  the  elbow.  It  takes  the  same  direction 
along  the  back  of  the  thighs ;  on  all  other  parts  of  the  body 
it  is  directed  downwards. 
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^'  The  neck  exceedingly  short,  and  hardly  admitting  of  more 
than  the  simple  rotatory  motion,  and  that,  apparently  with  • 
difficulty.  In  the  living  subject,  when  at  rest,  the  head  seems 
to  be  set  upon  the  shoulders.  The  freest  motion  given  to 
this  part,  is  backwards  and  forwards,  projecting  the  chin  in  ai^ 
upward  direction  to  a  remarkable  degree,  as  is  the  case 
whenever  it  utters  a  cry.  At  such  times  the  lips  are  con- 
tracted, and  so  far  protruded,  as  to  give  them  the  form  of  a 
somewhat  flattened  tube,  when  a  hoarse  guttural  sound  is 
emitted,  by  quick  and  short  expirations,  something  like  *  whoo  * 
'  whoo ',  not  easily  expressed.  This  sound,  is  induced  by  the 
approach  of  almost  any  object,  agreeable  or  disagreeable,  and 
accordingly  is  expressive  of  both  joy  and  alarm.  The  cry  of 
the  young  is  coarse  and  shrill,  and  much  like  that  of  a  pettish 
child ;  at  such  times  the  mouth  is  widely  opened,  the  eye- 
brows strongly  contracted,  and  teeth  and  gums  strongly  dis- 
played. 

"  The  color  of  the  eyes  is  a  light  brown,  perhaps  approach- 
ing a  pink  hue,  but  not  characterized  by  that  redness  of  the 
sclerotica  which  usually  appears  in  the  colored  plates  of  this 
animal. 

"  The  length  of  the  legs  was  strikingly  disproportioned  to 
that  of  the  body  and  arms ;  more  however  in  appearance,  than 
in  measurement,  owing  to  the  contraction  of  the  legs  from 
long  use  in  climbing.  When  the  recent  subject  is  placed  in 
the  horizontal  posture,  the  thighs  are  so  flexed,  as  to  form 
almost  a  right  angle  with  the  axis  of  the  body,  and  the  legs 
with  that  of  the  thighs;  the  lower  extremities  are  greatly 
curved,  and  when  the  animal  is  in  this  position,  lie  more  or 
less  on  their  tibial  surfaces.  This  strong  tendency  to  flexion 
and  contraction,  is  accounted  for  by  the  habits  of  the  animal. 
In  a  sitting  posture  it  takes  a  perfect  squat,  the  body  in- 
feriorly  touching  the  ground,  and  the  posterior  surface  of 
the  thighs  resting  upon  that  of  the  fore  legs.  The  space 
comprised  between  the  ossa  ischii,  is  very  great  and  flat, 
presenting  in  the  horizontal  posture  a  broad  plane  surface. 
Their   arrangements  and   relative   position   of  parts,  are  a 


366 


Savage  and  Wytnan 


wise  proirision  in  view  of  the  habits  of  the  animal,  facilitating 
its  movements,  and  enabling  it  to  take  a  broad  and  firm  hold 
in  climbing  trees,  and  in  swinging  from  branch  to  branch,  in 
obedience  to  their  instinctive  propensities. 

'^  The  adults  cannot  spread  out  their  hands  in  the  manner 
of  man,  their  fingers  being  contracted,  and  curved,  by  long  use 
in  grasping.  When  this  is  the  case  it  is  impossible  to  extend 
them  upon  the  palm.  The  contractions  are  such,  as  to  render 
it  necessary  for  them  to  rest  on  their  knuckles,  when  they 
walk  on  all  fours,  instead  of  the  palms  of  their  hands ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  cuticle  upon  these  parts  is  very 
'much  thickened  and  prominent. 

^'  The  number  of  specimens  of  which  I  give  the  description 
is  four,  viz.,  two  males,  and  two  females,  one  of  which  was 
pregnant,  and  the  other  having  a  young  male  about  a  year 
old.  The  latter  was  in  my  possession  about  two  months, 
having  a  wound  in  the  left  fore  arm,  of  which  it  died.  From 
the  adult  specimens  the  following  table  of  measurements  has 
been  drawn  up : 


Tabh  of  Measurements, 


I  I.  Frniale.  |  H  Male.  |  111.  Male  |  IV.  Fgio. 


Whole  length,  .... 

From    occiput   to   extremity   of   os 

coccygifl,  .         .         .         , 

From  articulation  of  femur  with  pel- 
vis to  centre  of  knee  joint, 
From  same  to  ankle, 
Length  of  foot,        .... 
From  articulation  of  shoulder  to  the 

olecranon,       .         .         .         .         . 
From   olecranon    to   tip   of  longest 

finger, 

Length  of  palm  of  hand, 

"         "  longest  linger, 

**         "  thumb,      .         .         .         . 
Circumference  of  arm,  largest  part, 

thigh,         " 
chest,         " 
abdomen,  " 
Longest  diameter  of  ear, 
Shortest         **  *'     . 

Articulation  of  clavicle  with  sternum 

to  symphysis  pubis, 
Os  pubis  to  heel,  . 


K 
Ct 


IC 

tc 
(t 


it 

4 


m. 
6 


2      8 

0    10 

0    10 

about  7 


1 
1 


Si 


ft.  in 

i\. 

in.     1 

4   6 

5  nearly 

2   2 

2 

04 

0   7 
0   9 
0   8 

0 

H 

•   «   a  • 

1 

H 

.   «   •  • 

1 

8i 

0  4^ 

0  4^ 

0 

51 

0  2 

0 

3 

0   9i 

0 

10.^ 

1    2 

1 

2 

2   ti 

2   8i 

2 

10 

0   3 

0   2 

•  •  •  • 

1 

9 

•  •  •  • 

1 

8 

ft.  ill. 
5  nearly 

2     Oh 

0  114 
0  94 
0     8 

0  114 

1  8 


2     94 
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Additional  Notes  and  Measurements  of  the  above  specimens. 

"  No.  I.  Female.  Teeth.  Incisors  J,  canines  |,  molars  |, 
total  28.  The  canines  in  this  individual  were  not  fully  de- 
veloped, and  the  dentes  sapientias  had  not  yet  protruded 
through  the  gums.  This  specimen,  had  obviously  not  arrived 
at  maturity,  as  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  condition  of  the 
teeth.  It  was  however  pregnant,  the  uterus  being  sufficiently 
distended,  to  ascend  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  ab- 
domen presented  no  remarkable  prominence,  when  compared 
with  that  of  the  males,  neither  did  the  mammary  region  when 
compared  with  the  corresponding  part  of  the  other  sex. 

"  The  vulva  and  anus  were  surrounded  by  thick,  flabby 
folds  of  skin  of  a  light  dingy  yellow,  which  were  very  protu- 
berant. The  former  was  situated  posteriorly  to  the  centre  of 
the  body,  and  when  the  subject  was  placed  in  a  sitting  pos- 
ture, could  not  be  seen ;  the  latter  was  but  partially  visible. 
This  individual,  though  young,  was  thought  by  the  natives  to 
be  in  her  second  pregnancy. 

"  No.  II.  Mah.  Teeth.  Incisors  J,  canines  §,  molars  f ; 
total,  28.  Canines  not  fully  developed  ;  dentes  sapientiae 
had  not  protruded.  This  was  also  a  young  specimen.  The 
skin  was  thicker,  and  much  more  tenacious  than  that  of  the 
female. 

"  No.  III.  Male.  Teeth.  Incisors  J,  canines  §,  molars  }g, 
total,  32.  In  addition  to  the  measurements  given  in  the 
table,  the  following  additional  ones  were  made.  Width  be- 
tween great  trochanters,  10?  inches ;  from  central  point  of 
chin  to  the  centre  of  the  superciliary  ridges,  6  inches ;  pos- 
terior angle  of  lower  jaw  to  the  centre  of  chin,  5J  inches ;  lip 
(mouth  closed)  6  inches  ;  circumference  of  mouth  lOJ  inches. 

'^  Penis  2J  inches  in  length  externally,  tapering,  small  and 
short  in  proportion  to  the  animal,  nothing  resembling  the 
glans  of  human  subject ;  terminal  portion  of  penis  covered 
with  prepuce  ;  scrotum  large  and  thick,  furnished  with  a  few 
scattered  hairs ;  testicles  very  large,  compared  with  the  size 
of  the  penis. 
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"  This  specimen  had  evidently  arrived  at  maturity,  though 
not  materially  differing  in  size  from  the  preceding.  All  its 
teeth  were  fully  developed,  canines  very  prominent,  and 
strongly  falciform,  in  tliis  respect  resembling  an  animal  of 
carnivorous  habits.  The  superciliary  ridges  strongly  pro- 
jecting, leaving  a  deep  and  broad  fossa  at  their  base  supe- 
riorly, about  one  third  the  distance  from  the  outer  angle. 
These  fossa;  exist  in  all  specimens,  but  their  depth  and  size, 
are  strong  indications  of  the  age  of  the  individual. 

"  No.  IV.  Female,  Teeth,  Incisors  J,  canines  J,  molars 
ig  ;  total,  32.  The  incisors  were  reduced,  apparently  to  one 
half  the  natural  length  by  long  use,  showing  extreme  old  age. 
The  skin  of  the  face  was  very  much  shrivelled,  of  a  darker 
hue  than  that  of  either  of  the  preceding,  and  mottled  with 
irregular  dark  purple  spots.  The  breasts  were  flabby  and 
slightly  protuberant,  the  nipples  measuring  one  inch  in  length. 
When  shot  she  had  two  young  ones,  a  male  and  female  ;  the 
former  was  captured,  and  in  my  possession.  Milk  could  be 
forced  in  drops  from  the  breasts.  The  anterior  angle  of  the 
vulva  was  situated  at  the  distance  of  five  and  a  quarter  inches 
from  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  in  common  with  the  anus 
surrounded  by  thick  and  very  protuberent  folds  of  yellowish 
skin,  covered  with  hair.  In  the  sitting  posture  the  vulva  was 
entirely  concealed.  This  enlargement  of  the  skin  forms  an 
elastic  cushion,  having  a  depth  of  more  than  three  inches, 
forming  in  the  female  a  substitute  for  nates,  which  are  almost 
entirely  wanting.  The  skin  of  the  body  generally,  was  of  a 
thinner  and  softer  texture  than  that  of  the  other  specimens. 
There  is  no  great  difference  between  the  texture  of  the  skin  of 
males  and  females,  that  of  the  former  being  comparatively 
very  thick  and  tough. 

"  In  every  specimen,  the  insertion  of  the  great  toe  or  thumb 
of  the  posterior  hand,  differed  materially  from  the  representa- 
tion in  all  the  figures  which  I  have  seen,  being  situated  much 
more  anteriorly.  In  Sir  William  Jardine's  Naturalist's  Library, 
it  is  placed  much  too  near  the  heel.  I  have  found  it  much 
more  anteriorly,  certainly  two  thirds  the  length  of  the  foot 
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from  the  heel.  In  this  as  in  some  other  particulars,  it  would 
seem  that  the  animal  has  been  confounded  with  the  Orang 
Outang,  or  Red  Ourang  of  Asia.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  insertion  of  the  thumb  will  be  found  to  be  an  impor- 
tant specific  character  in  the  Chimpanzee.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived also  that  the  remark  of  Cuvier  that  *  the  cranium  re- 
treats from  the  crest  of  the  eyebrow '  is  incorrect ;  the  great 
projection  of  the  superciliary  ridges  in  the  Chimpanzee  con- 
stituting a  strong  mark  of  difference  between  it  and  the 
Ourang." 

Osteology, 

The  memoir  of  Professor  Owen,*  which  has  already  been 
so  frequently  referred  to,  contains  so  full  and  complete  a 
description  of  the  osteology  of  the  Chimpanzee,  that  it  will 
be  only  necessary,  to  point  out  some  of  the  peculiarities,  in 
which  the  specimens  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining, differ  from  the  descriptions  given  by  him.  The 
differences  which  have  been  noticed,  may  without  doubt,  be 
for  the  most  part  attributable  to  age,  yet,  even  in  this  point  of 
view,  they  will  unquestionably  not  be  regarded  as  destitute  of 
interest,  inasmuch,  as  they  detract  somewhat  from  the  value 
of  the  specific  characters  of  secondary  importance,  established 
by  Professor  Owen. 

Crania.  The  observations  upon  and  measurements  of  the 
crania,  are  drawn  from  two  adult  specimens,  one  of  which, 
forms  a  part  of  Dr.  Savage's  collection,  and  for  the  other  I 
am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren.  The  third 
specimen  was  that  of  an  immature  subject,  the  skeleton  of 
which  was  deposited  in  the  Society's  Collection  by  Dr. 
Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  by  whom  it  was  prepared. 

No.  I.  Adult.  In  its  general  conformation  corresponds 
with  Professor  Owen's  description,  the  bony  covering  of  the 
brain  having  an  ovoidal  form,  broadest  behind,  smooth  on  its 
superior  and  lateral  faces ;    the  temporal   depression  which 

*  Op.  cit.  Tol.  i.  p.  343. 
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forms  the  outline  of  the  insertion  of  the  temporal  mascle, 
extending  in  a  curved  direction  from  the   external  orbitar 
process  of  the  frontal  bone,  as  far  backwards  as  the  posterior 
lateral  portion  of  the  cranium,  then  sweeping  forwards  and 
downwards,  terminates  in  a  bony  protuberance,  situated  just 
above  the  external  meatus  anditorius.     The  space  comprised 
superiorly  between   these  two  depressions,  forms  a    slightly 
elevated  ridge  or  belt  on  the  coronal  region,  one  and  a  half 
inch  wide  in  the  centre,  but  slightly  increasing  in  width  as  it 
approaches  the  occiput  behind,  or  the  superciliary  ridges  in 
front.     The  latter,  which  form  so  striking  a  characteristic  in 
the  living  animal,  are'  still  more  conspicuous  in  the  cranium 
when  denuded  of  its  soft  parts,  projecting  to  the  distance  of 
half  an  inch  beyond  the  central  portion  of  the  frontal  region, 
and  at  the  superior  external  angle  of  the  orbit  in  front  of  the 
temporal  fossae  they  project  to  the  distance  of  an  inch,  so 
that,  when  the  skull  is  viewed  in  front,  they  project  beyond, 
and  conceal  the  outline  of,  the  lateral  portions  of  the  cranium. 
Professor  Owen,  in  describing  the  sutures,  says,  "  the  cra- 
nial sutures  which  are  obliterated  in  the  adults  of  the  Ourang, 
the  syndactylous  apes,  and  frequently  in  the  adult  crania  of 
the  baboons,  are  for  the  most  part,  persistent  in  the  Chimpanzee, 
and  the  coronal  and  sagittal  sutures,  have  the  true  denticulated 
structure.     The  sagittal  suture  is  not   continued  along  the 
frontal  bone.     The  squamous  suture  is  partially  lost,  but  suffi- 
cient remains  to  show  that  the  anterior  angle  of  the  temporal 
joins  the  frontal,  and  separates  the   parietal  bones  from  the 
sphenoidal,  as  in  six  out  of  seven  skulls  of  the  Chimpanzee 
which  I  have  examined."*     The  sutures  thus  persistent,  have 
been  distinctly  figured  in  the  plate  representing  a  lateral  view 
of  the  cranium.     In  the  present  specimen  scarcely  any  of 
the  sutures,  belonging  to  any  portion  of  the  cranium  are 
persistent.     Ciiossification  on  the  coronal  and  lateral  regions 
has  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to 
trace  even  the  position   which    the  sutures  formerly  occu- 

♦  Op.  cil.  vol.  i.  p.  346. 
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pied.  The  only  one  in  the  whole  cranium  which  remains 
open,  is  the  lambdoidal,  and  that  only  for  the  distance  of 
about  one  inch  from  its  commencement  in  the  foramen  for 
the  exit  of  the  great  lateral  sinuses.  The  petrous  portion  of 
the  temporal  bone,  does  not  appear  to  be  coossified  with  the 
sphenoid  or  basilar  portion  of  the  occiput  by  which  it  is  sur- 
rounded. All  the  bones  of  the  face  are  completely  united, 
not  one  suture  remaining  open  —  the  ossa  nasi  are  scarcely 
to  be  distinguished  from  the  adjacent  portions  of  the  superior 
maxillaries,  and  the  outlines  of  the  lachrymal,  malar,  maxil- 
lary and  palatine  bones  have  entirely  disappeared. 

The  foramina  of  the  basis  cranii  correspond  almost  exactly 
with  Professor  Owen's  drawing  of  this  part.  The  infra  orbitar 
foramina  are  said  by  him  to  be  single,"**"  but  in  the  present 
instance  there  are  two,  quite  distinct  from  each  other,  the  one 
being  a  little  above  the  other  on  each  side  of  the  face,  and 
the  superior  foramen  being  a  little  nearer  the  median  line 
than  the  inferior.  The  existence  of  a  single  infra  orbitar 
foramen,  is  regarded  by  him  as  one  of  the  characters  by  which 
the  cranium  of  the  Chimpanzee  is  distinguished  from  that  of 
the  Ourang  of  Borneo  —  there  being  generally  three  in  the 
latter.     Foramen  incisivum  single. 

Dental  formula.  Incisors  J ;  canines  I ;  bicuspids  ^ ;  mo- 
lars f ;  total,  32. 

The  superior  canines  are  separated  from  the  incisors,  by 
^n  interval  for  the  admission  of  the  canines  of  the  lower  jaw, 
but,  in  the  lower  jaw  itself,  no  such  interval  exists,  the  canine 
being  separated  from  the  contiguous  bicuspid  and  incisor,  by 
a  space  less  than  half  that  which  exists  between  the  incisors. 
In  the  interval  which  separates  the  incisors  of  both  the  upper 
and  lower  jaw,  the  Chimpanzee  presents  a  striking  contrast 
with  the  conformation  of  the  human  cranium.  The  molars 
on  each  side,  above  and  below,  form  an  unbroken  series,  pre- 
senting no  interval  whatever.  From  the  appearance  of  the 
teeth,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  they  had  suffered  from  long 

*  Op.  cit.  vol.  i.  p.  359. 
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usage,  all  being  much  worn,  and  the  enamel  having  disap- 
peared from  the  crowns  of  all,  excepting  the  dentes  sapientiae. 
The  incisors  above  and  below,  were  so  far  worn,  as  to  expose 
the  pulp  cavity,  and  the  canines  of  the  lower  jaw  so  far 
truncated,  as  not  to  project  above  the  contiguous  incisors ; 
upper  canines  also  worn  to  nearly  the  same  extent.  An- 
other very  striking  peculiarity  exists,  and  which  has  been  dis- 
tinctly figured  by  Professor  Owen  as  existing  in  the  Ourang 
Outang,*  viz.  that  of  the  central  incisors  of  both  jaws  being 
more  worn  than  the  lateral  ones,  so  that  when  the  jaws  are 
closed,  an  oval  space  is  left  between  them. 

Two  anterior  condyloid  foramina  exist  on  one  side,  and 
but  one  foramen  on  the  other. 

No.  II.  This  cranium  presented  the  same  general  characters 
R8  the  preceding,  except  that  the  coronal  belt  or  inter-parietal 
space  was  narrowest  at  its  posterior  portion  near  the  occiput. 
The  obliteration  of  the  sutures  was  even  more  extensive  than 
in  the  preceding,  the  lambdoidal  only  remaining  open  for  the 
distance  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch  —  with  this  exception  all  the 
bones  of  the  cranium  were  coossified  into  one  inseperable 
mass. 

Three  distinct  infra-orbitar  foramina  existed  in  this  specimen, 
two  of  nearly  equal  size  situated  in  the  same  horizontal  line, 
instead  of  being  one  above  the  other,  as  in  the  preceding,  and 
a  third  much  smaller  about  half  way  between  them  and  the 
lower  margin  of  the  orbit. 

Foramen  incisivum  single,  and  two  anterior  condyloid 
foramina  on  each  side.  The  lower  jaw  was  wanting,  and  the 
incisors  and  canines  had  disappeared  from  the  upper.  The 
molars  and  bicuspods  as  in  No.  I.  presented  a  continuous 
series,  and  the  enamel  was  worn  through  in  many  places  on 
the  surfaces  of  the  crowns. 

From  the  above  observations,  it  will  be  obvious  that  the 
crania  were  those  of  aged  individuals,  and  that  in  them  an 
obliteration  of  the  sutures  takes  place  as  in  the  Ourang  of 

*  Trans.  Zoological  Society,  vol.  ii.  p.  165. 
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Borneo — though,  perhaps,  at  a  later  period  of  life.  "The 
persistence  of  the  cranial  sutures,"  therefore,  ceases  to  be  a 
specific  character  of  the  Chimpanzee.  The  existence  of  two 
infra-orbitar  foramina  in  one  specimen,  and  of  three  in  the 
other,  would  seem  to  show,  that  in  this  respect,  the  Ourang  and 
Chimpanzee  did  not  materially  differ ;  and  the  same  remark 
holds  good  with  regard  to  the  anterior  condyloid  foramina, 
which  are  enumerated  by  Prof.  Owen,  among  the  distinctive 
marks  of  the  two  species. 

The  adjoined  table  is  intended  to  give  the  comparative 
measurments  of  the  two  crania,  which  will  be  found  to  coin- 
cide very  nearly  with  each  other,  and  if  comparison  be  insti- 
tuted between  them,  and  the  dimensions  given  by  Prof.  Owen, 
the  correspondence  will  be  found  equally  striking. 

Table  of  Measurements  of  the  two  adult  crania. 


iNo.  i.  I  No.  II 


Length  of  head  from  most  prominent  part  of  occiput  to  end  of 
incisor, 

From  same  part  of  occipat  to  outer  edge  of  superciliary  ridge 
median  line, 

From  same  point  of  ridge  to  edge  of  incisor,       .         .        .         . 

Vertex  to  condyle  of  occiput  lowest  point, 

Diameter  through  post-auditory  ridges, 

"         behind  orbits, 

Width  of  coronal  belt,  narrowest  part, 

Diameter  efface  at  zygoma,  most  prominent  point,   . 

Length  of  zygomatic  fossa, 

Breadth  of      "  •* 

Diameter  of  face  from  outsidcs  of  orbits  on  level  with  lower  edge, 

Interorbital  space,  narrowest  part, 

Lateral  diameter  of  orbit, 

Perpendicular  diameter  of  orbit, 

Nasal  aperture  transverse  diameter, 

**  "         perpendicular, 

Distance  between  infra  orbital  foramina  (lower). 

Breadth  of  maxilla  superior, 

Length  of  bony  palate, 

Anterior  margin  of  intermaxillaries  to  foramen  incisivum. 

Breadth  of  CI  own  of  iirst  incisor, 

Space  between  canine  and  incisor  (upper),  .... 
'*  "  "         "         "        lower, 

Anterior  margin  of  occipital  foramen  to  posterior  margin  of 
palate, 

Lower  jaw  from  centre  of  condyle  to  symphysis  on  upper  edge, 

Angle  to  symphysis  lower  edge, 

Angle  to  condyle, 

Between  angles, 

Breadth  of  ramus, 

Between  mental  foramina,  . 


m. 
7.3 


5.2 
3.7 
3.9 
4.6 
27 
1.5 
4.6 
1.8 
10 
4.0 
0.7 
15 
1.2 
1.1 
1.0 

24 
2.7 
0.9 
0.4 
0.3 
0.5 


2.1 

4.5 

3.1 

2.3 

3.0 

1.5i 

18 


m. 
7.6 


5.3 

3.7i 

3.9 

4.7 

2.7 

0.9 

4.7 

1.6i 

1.0 

39 

0.8 

1.5 

1.4 

0.9i 

1.0^ 

2.1 

2.4 

2.7 

0.81 


2.3 
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No.  III.  Young.     The  skeleton  to  which  this  cranium  be- 
longs, was  prepared  by  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  and  deposited 
in  the  Society's  cabinet.     Its  entire  length  is  twenty-seven 
inches,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  about  twenty-two  months  old, 
and  was  born  on  shipboard  while  the  mother  was  on  her  passage 
from  Borneo  to  the  United  States.     The  mother  was  reported 
to  have  been  born  in  Borneo,  but  I  have  learned  from  the 
officers  of  the  vessel,  that  she  was  carried  there  from  Africa. 
The  skin  which  is  now  in  the  Boston  Museum,  has  all  the 
characteristics  of  the  African  Ourang,  and  the  skeleton  also 
conforms  with  it. 

The  frontal  bone  consists  of  a  single  piece,  the  suture  be- 
tween the  two  lateral  portions  having  entirely  disappeared. 
The  superciliary  ridges  though  less  strongly  marked  tlian  in 
the  adult,  contrast  strongly  with  the  same  parts  in  two  crania 
of  the  young  satyrus,  with  which  I  have  compared  them. 
The  squamous  suture  and  its  additamentum  form  a  nearly  con- 
tinuous horizontal  line,  and  the  two  extremities  are  nearly 
equidistant  from  the  auditory  foramen.  A  small  os  triqtteirum 
exists  at  the  union  of  the  occiput  with  the  parietals.  Occipital 
bone  approaches  the  quadrumanous  type  in  having  its  lateral 
edges  nearly  parallel,  so  that  the  suture  by  which  it  is  united 
with  the  surrounding  bones  has  no  longer  the  lambdoidal 
shape,  and  its  inferior  portion  which  is  posterior  to  the  foramen 
magnum  is  nearly  quadrangular.  Temporal  bone  reaches  the 
frontal,  separating  the  sphenoidal  from  the  parietal. 

Only  one  infra-orbitar  foramen  on  each  side ;  no  supra- 
orbitar  foramen  existed.  Ossa  nasi  were  disunited,  but  there 
existed  no  trace  of  the  intermaxillary  sutures. 

Dental  formula,  incisors  J  canines  I  molars  I  total  18.  The 
two  central  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw,  if  they  had  ever  appear- 
ed, had  fallen  ;  no  alveolus,  however,  was  detected. 

Vertebral  column.  In  its  general  conformation  the  verte- 
bral column  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of  man, 
excepting  in  the  length  of  the  spinous  processes  of  the  cervi- 
cal, and  the  comparative  size  of  the  lumbar  and  dorsal  verte- 
brae.    With  regard  to  the  vertebra)  of  the  neck,  Prof.  Owen 
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remarks,  '^  the  spines  are  simple  and  elongated,  not  short  and 
bifurcated  as  in  the  human  subject ;  that  of  the  third  vertebrse 
is  the  shortest  with  the  exception  of  the  atlas,  where,  as  is 
usually  the  case,  the  spine  is  wanting."  In  the  present  case 
the  atlas  had  been  accidentally  lost,  but  of  the  six  remaining 
cervical  vertebrse  tbe  spinous  process  of  the  dentatus  or  second 
was  the  shortest,  and  the  extremity  of  which  was  distinctly 
bifurcated ;  those  of  the  remaining  vertebrse  increased  regu- 
larly in  length  and  strength,  from  the  third  to  the  seventh,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  measurements  taken  from  the 
inside  of  the  spinal  canal  to  the  tip  of  the  process. 

Cervical  vertebrse. 


Length  of  spinous  process  of  the 

2. 

06 

3. 

0.84 

4         5.         6.     7. 
0.94     0.94     10     1.1 

The  body  of  the  7th  does  not  differ  from  the  2d  so 
much  in  its  transverse  diameter  as  in  man,  in  the  Chimpanzee 
there  being  only  a  difference  of  0.2|  of  an  inch,  whereas  in 
man  it  amounts  to  0.4  of  an  inch.  As  is  often  the  case  with 
man  the  7th  presents  only  a  notch  instead  of  a  foramen  for 
the  passage  of  the  vertebral  artery,  a  short  spine  projecting 
in  front  of  the  latter  from  either  side. 

The  dorsal  vertebras  are  thirteen,  and  the  lumbar  only  four 
in  number,  the  latter  being  proportionally  smaller  than  in  man, 
^<  where  they  are  enlarged  to  afford  a  basis  of  support  to  the 
column  above  in  reference  to  his  erect  position."  The  com- 
parative size  and  strength,  of  different  portions  of  the  vertebral 
column  in  man,  and  the  Chimpanzee,  are  sufficiently  well 
shown  by  the  following  table  of  admeasurements. 


Transverse  diameter  of  the  lower 

face  of  the     .         .        .1st    dorsal 

12th      " 
1st  Lumbar  or   13th       '* 

3d     lumbar 
4th 

Man 
In. 

Chimp, 
in. 

• 

Uifl*.            1 

Man 
in. 

Cblmp. 
in. 

1.3 
1.S4 
1.94 
2  14 
17 

0.84) 

1.1  J 

1.34 
15    j 
14 

054 
02 

0.24 
0.14 

376       Savage  and  Wyman  on  Troglodytes  Niger. 

False  vertebrae.  The  transverse  portions  of  the  first,  second 
and  third,  articulate  with  the  iliac  bones.  The  spinal  canal  is 
complete  as  far  as  the  sixth  false  vertebra,  but  is  here  very 
much  compressed  —  the  seventh,  though  intimately  united 
with  the  preceding  and  forming  with  it  an  additional  pair  of 
sacral  foramina,  is  not  closed  up  behind,  so  that  properly 
speaking  there  is  no  spinal  canal.  The  eighth  or  terminal, 
was  styliform,  but  it  is  probable,  that  one  intermediate  between 
it  and  the  preceding  may  have  been  lost,  so  that  the  whole 
number  would  be  nine. 

Pelvis.  "  The  pelvis  of  the  Chimpanzte  differs  from  that  of 
man,  in  all  those  particulars,  which  characterize  the  quadra- 
mana,  and  which  relate  to  the  imperfection  of  their  means  of 
maintaining  the  erect  position.  The  iliac  bones  are  long, 
straight,  and  expanded  outwardly  above,  but  narrow  in  pro- 
portion to  their  length ;  the  posterior  surface  is  concave  for 
the  lodgment  of  the  glutsei  muscles ;  the  anterior  surface 
nearly  flat,  and  stretching  outward  almost  parallel  with  the 
plane  of  the  sacrum.  The  whole  pelvis  is  placed  more  in  a 
line  with  the  spine  than  in  man ;  its  superior  aperture  is 
elongated  and  narrow,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  sacrum  and 
coccyx  is  visible  on  a  front  view."  "  With  this  general  con- 
formity with  the  quadrumanous  type,  there  is  however  a  pro- 
vision for  a  more  extended  attachment  of  the  glutei  muscles, 
in  a  greater  breadth  of  the  ilia  between  the  superior  spinous 
processes,  which  also  incline  forwards  more  than  is  observable 
in  the  inferior  Simio;,  and  it  may  thence  be  inferred  that  the 
semi-erect  position  is  more  easily  maintained  in  the  Chim- 
panzee." * 

*  Owen,  Op.  cil.  vol.  i.  p.  351. 
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From  the  following  table  of  measurements  it  will  be  found 
that  the  proportions  are  almost  precisely  the  same  as  in  that 
given  by  Professor  Owen. 


Breadth  of  pelvis  from  one  anterior  spine  of  ilium  to  the  other, 
Breadth  of  ilium,         ..... 
Length  of  09  innominatum,  .... 

Antero>po9terior  diameter,     .... 
Transverse  diameter,        ..... 
Length  of  symphysis  pubis  from  above  downwards, 
Longest  diameter  of  obturator  foramen. 
From  anterior-superior  spine  of  ilium  to  acetabulum, 
Outside  of  one  tuber  ischii  to  that  of  the  other, 
Anterior-superior  spine  of  ilium  to  symphysis, 


iocliea. 

>ther. 

94 

• 

4.4 

• 

102 

• 

5.7 

• 

3.5 

• 

1.4 

• 

1.8i 

• 

43 

• 

5.8 

• 

7.3i 

Extremities.  As  regards  the  osteology  of  the  superior  and 
inferior  extremities,  their  conformation  corresponds  so  well 
with  the  descriptions  given  by  Professor  Owen,  that  no  farther 
remarks  seem  necessary,  except  that  the  present  specimen  con- 
firms his  observations  with  regard  to  the  existence  of  a  depres- 
sion for  the  insertion  of  the  ligamentum  teres  into  the  head  of 

the  femur,  a  conformation  which  affords  us  a  sure  means  of 
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distinguishing  the  femur  of  the  Chimpanzee  from  that  of  the 
Ourang  Outang.* 

Young  skeleton.    The  pieces  which  compose  the  vertebral 
column  were  in  all  33,  viz. : 

Cervical,  7 

Dorsal,  13 

Lumbar,  4 

Sacral  and  Coccygeal,  9 
The  body  of  the  atlas  was  still  ununited  to  its  wings,  and 
the  dentatus  was  already  beginning  to  be  bifurcated.  The 
fourth  lumbar  had  already  reached  the  ilia,  and  its  transverse 
processes  were  beginning  to  be  flattened  at  their  extremities, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  sacral  vertebrae.  The  number  of 
bones  united  with  the  ilia  independent  of  the  fourth  lumbal 
is  in  this  instance  four,  differing  in  this  respect  from  the 
description  of  the  adult  in  the  preceding  pages,  where  the 
number  is  three,  and  still  more  from  that  of  Professor  Owen, 
who  describes  but  two  false  vertebrae  having  any  connection 
with  the  iliac  bones.  Professor  Owen  describes  but  seven 
false  vertebrae,  and  in  speaking  of  the  last,  says,  ^^  the  seventh 
seems  to  be  composed  of  two  joined  together ;  but  this  ap- 
pearance may  result  from  the  partial  ossification  of  the  sciatic 
ligaments ;  and  this  is  the  more  probable  as  in  the  skeletons 
of  the  young  Chimpanzee  preserved  in  the  Hunterian  Mu- 
seum, after  the  four  lumbar  vertebrae  there  remain  only  seven 
for  the  sacrum  and  coccyx."  From  this  it  would  appear  that 
the  entire  number  of  pieces  composing  the  vertebral  column 
was  but  thirty-one,  whereas  in  Dr.  Lewis's  skeleton  it  amount- 

*  Dr.  John  Jefiries,  in  the  Boston  Journal  of  Philosophy,  Vol.  11.,  has  giTen  a 
detailed  account  of  the  dissection  of  an  Ourang  Outang,  and  in  describing  the  hip 
joint,  says,  "  the  articulation  of  the  femur  with  the  acetabulum  is  almost  exactly  like 
man's,"  which  would  naturally  lead  us  to  infer  (as  Professor  Owen  remarks,  since 
nothing  is  said  to  the  contrary)  that  a  ligamentum  teres  really  existed.  The  speci- 
men in  question  still  exists  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 
and  by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Jeffries  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the  ex- 
amination necessary  for  deciding  whether  this  is  really  the  case.  Hie  skeleton 
being  a  ligamentary  one,  the  hip  joint  had  not  been  opened,  and  on  softening  the 
parts,  and  turning  out  the  head  of  the  femur,  no  ligament  nor  any  depression  what- 
erer  corresponding  to  that  which  exists  in  man  and  the  Chimpanzee  was  foiiod, 
the  articulating  surface  being  uniformly  smooth  and  convex. 


on  Troglodytes  Niger.  379 

ed  to  thirty-three,  precisely  the  same  as  in  roan.  The  nam- 
ber  of  sacral  foramina  in  Dr.  Lewis's  skeleton  was  only  four, 
whereas  in  Professor  Owen's  and  Dr.  Savage's  there  were  five. 

The  sternum  is  composed  of  five  bony  pieces,  all  in  the 
same  line  ;  the  first  of  which  is  quadrangular,  broadest  above, 
the  others  very  nearly  circular.  The  coracoid  bone  is  entirely 
unossified  with  the  scapula.  Ilium,  ischium  and  os  pubis  un- 
united in  the  acetabulum,  though  the  ischium  and  os  pubis 
were  perfectly  co-ossified  below  the  symphysis.  The  iliac 
crests  ascend  as  high  as  the  superior  face  of  the  third  lumbar 
vertebra,  the  intervertebral  substance  being  in  a  dried  state. 

Arms.  The  whole  skeleton  being  extended  in  a  straight 
line  the  tips  of  the  longest  fingers  reached  as  low  as  the  mid- 
dle of  the  tibia.  The  forearm  was  about  half  an  inch  shorter 
than  the  humerus,  and  the  hand  and  wrist  were  nearly  as 
long  as  the  radius.  The  tip  of  the  thumb  reached  to  the 
distal  extremity  of  Jthe  first  metacarpal  bone. 

Leg$.  Femur  a  little  longer  than  the  tibia,  and  the  feet 
almost  precisely  of  the  same  length  as  the  hands.  Thumbs 
longer  than  those  of  hands,  and  extending  as  far  as  the  distal 
termination  of  the  first  phalanx  of  the  first  toe. 

Anterior  extremities  from  head  of  humerus  to  tip  of  the 
middle  finger  seventeen  inches.  Posterior  extremities  from 
head  of  femur  to  lower  face  of  os  calcis,  twelve  and  a  half 
inches.     Entire  length  of  skeleton,  twenty-seven  inches. 

The  above  skeleton  being  entirely  ligamentous,  and  the 
bones  not  having  been  in  any  instance  detached  from  each 
other,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  any  error  having  arisen 
from  this  source,  as  to  their  number,  &c.  It  will  be  obvious 
that  the  number  of  vertebrae  is  greater  than  in  either  the 
skeleton  described  by  Professor  Owen,  or  in  that  sent  to  the 
Society  by  Dr.  Savage.  The  difference  too  in  Dr.  Lewis's 
skeleton  as  to  the  number  of  sacral  foramina,  and  the  number 
of  vertebrae,  which  articulate  with  the  ilia  is  also  striking. 
Whether  this  may  be  a  specific  difierence  or  not  I  will  not 
pretend  to  say ;  if  so,  these  are  the  only  characters  which  I 
have  been  able  to  find,  which  distinguish  it  from  the  Troglo^ 
dytes  nigery  Geoff. 
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Organs  of  generation  in  the   male.      The   free  and  pen- 
dulous  portion  of  the  penis  was  ttvo  inches  in  length,  the 
prepuce  being  capable  of  retraction  as  far  as  within  an  half 
inch  of  the  pubes.     Properly  speaking  there  is  no   corona 
glandis,  but  the  glans  itself  measures  one  and  half  inches  in 
length,  of  an  elongated  conical  shape,  and  is  perforated  in  its 
axis  by  the  urethra,  the  meatus  externus  of  which  is  trans- 
verse instead  of  being  vertical,  as  in  man.*     No  appearance 
whatever  of  a  frenum.     Length  of  the  whole  organ    from 
union  of  the  crura  to  the  tip  of  the  glans  six  inches.     Mem- 
branous portion  of  urethra  one  and  half  inch  long  and  sur- 
rounded by  an  erectile  tissue  ;  bulb  very  distinct.     Erectorts 
penis  much  more  powerful  than  in  man ;  ejaculatares  seminis  still 
more  remarkable,  measuring  three  and  a  half  inches  in  length, 
covering  the  membranous  portion  and  the  bulb  of  the  urethra. 
The  prostate  has  the  same  relation  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
as  in  man,  except  that  it  does  not  as  in  him  encircle  the  ure- 
thra, but  grows  thinner  as  it  extends  up  on  the  sides.     In 
its  general  form  it  may  be  called  funnel-shaped,  having  its 
larger  portion  directed  backwards,  and  is  perforated  longitudi- 
nally for  the  passage  of  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  testes. 

Vesicula  seminales.  In  comparison  with  man  these  acquire 
an  enormous  size,  each  of  them  measuring  four  and  half  inches 
in  length,  and  one  inch  in  the  widest  part  —  they  converge 
and  meet  on  the  median  line,  and  at  the  point  of  union  are 
enveloped  by  the  prostate  gland.  The  scrotum  which  Tyson 
has  very  well  described,  '<  was  not  pendulous  as  in  man,  but 
more  contracted,  and  pursed  up  by  the  outward  skin,  nearer 
to  the  OS  pubis,  and  seated  by  the  sides  of  the  penis,"  the  tes- 
ticles "  being  contracted  up  nearer  to  the  body'of  the  penis ; 
which  seems  to  be  a  wise  contrivance  of  nature  ;  for  hereby 
these  parts  are  less  exposed  to  the  injuries  they  might  other- 
wise receive  in  climbing  trees,  or  other  accidents  in  the  woods." 
Female  organs.     The  general  appearance  of  the  vulva  cor- 

♦  Tjrson,  in  his  description  Op.  cit.  p.  45,  says,  the  penis  "  had  no  frenum  8o  that 
the  prepuce  could  be  retracted  wholly  down,  and  herein  our  pygmie  is  different  from 
a  man.    The  slit  of  the  penis  here  was  perpendicular  as  in  man." 
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responds  with  Dr.  Savage's  descriptions  on  page  368,  though 
the  folds  of  the  skin  by  which  it  is  surrounded  are  less  strongly 
marked,  in  consequence  of  the  separation  of  the  parts  from 
the  body,  and  long  maceration.  The  most  remarkablepecu- 
liarity  is  the  great  size  of  the  clitoris,  which  at  first  view  re- 
sembles the  glans  penis  of  the  human  subject  just  projecting 
from  the  surrounding  parts  ;  it  is  somewhat  flattened  in  its 
shape,  measuring  one  and  three  fourths  inch  in  its  transverse 
and  about  three  fourths  in  its  vertical  diameter,  and  supported 
on  each  side  by  a  fold  of  the  common  integuments ;  this  or- 
gan projects  externally  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch.  The 
nympliee  were  not  very  strongly  marked,  that  on  the  left  side 
being  the  most  prominent.  At  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  were 
seen  three  small  triangular  shaped  prominences,  which  bore 
some  resemblance  to  the  carunculse  myrtiformes  in  the  hu- 
man subject.  The  vagina  measured  three  and  a  half  inches  in 
length,  and  was  of  sufficient  diameter  to  admit  without  difficulty 
two  fingers.  The  uterus,  in  its  general  outline,  resembles  the 
human  though  less  pyriform,  and  seems  very  small  in  propor- 
tion to  the  vagina,  its  transverse  diameter  is  one  and  a  half  inch, 
and  its  longitudinal  two  and  a  half  inches.  Superiorly  it  is  flat- 
tened, but  cylindrical  at  its  cervix.  The  anterior  lip  of  the  os 
uteri  was  the  longest  and  slightly  bilobed,  the  posterior  being 
completely  so.  Round  ligaments  stronger  than  in  the  human 
female ;  broad  ligaments  not  materially  different ;  ovaries  situ- 
ated on  the  posterior  face  of  the  latter,  the  oviduct  forming  its 
upper  border.  Free  extremity  of  the  oviduct  fimbriated  ;  in- 
ner surface  of  the  uterus  folded  longitudinally  in  its  cervix ; 
cavity  of  this  organ  less  triangular  than  in  the  human  female ; 
relative  position  of  uterus,  rectum  and  bladder  the  same. 

Larynx ;  this  organ  differs  remarkably  from  that  of  man  in 
being  provided  with  a  large  membranous  pouch  communi- 
cating with  the  ventricles  and  capable  of  inflation  at  the  will 
of  the  animal.  In  the  young  specimen,  already  spoken  of, 
this  pouch  presented  a  conformation  different  from  that  de- 
scribed by  Vrolik  and  other  writers  on  the  subject.  Instead 
of  being  a  simple  pouch  as  usually  described,  it  was  bifur- 
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caled  opf>osite  the  middle  of  the  larynx,  each  branch  having  a 
pyriform  shape  and  extending  beneath  the  clavicle  quite  to  the 
axitta.  The  hyoid  bone  projects  anteriorly  beyond  the  thy- 
roid cartilage,  more  than  in  man.  The  platysma  muscles 
serve  as  compressors  of  the  laryngeal  pouch,  meetiDg  on  the 
median  line  from  the  chin  to  the  top  of  the  sternum,  and 
leave  no  vacant  triangular  space  as  in  man. 


"  Facts  Ulusirative  of  the  habits  of  the  TroglodyieM  niger,  or 
Black  Orang  of  Africa. 

'<  The  face  of  the  country  around  Cape  Palmas  is  broken, 
but  not  to  that  degree  in  which  it  might  be  called  mountainous. 
As  we  proceed  into  the  interior,  a  constant  succession  of  hill 
and  dale  is  seen  ;  the  former,  often  with  sides  abrupt,  and 
crowned  with  lofty  trees ;  the  latter  bearing  coarse  grass,  and 
shrubbery  with  numerous  palm  trees  interspersed.  The  soil 
upon  the  hills  is  clayey,  strongly  colored  with  oxide  of  iron, 
and  has  often  widely  scattered  upon  the  surface  fragments  of 
sienite  and  quartz,  the  latter  in  much  less  quantity.  The  val- 
leys are  not  extensive.  Their  soil  is  sandy,  abounding  in 
ferns,  and,  when  fertile  is  made  so  by  a  loose  admixture  of 
light  vegetable  matter,  which  is  soon  exhausted  by  cultivation, 
and  the  sweeping  rains.  Fruit  trees  of  different  kinds  are 
found  abundantly  both  on  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys.  Their 
fruits,  though  crude,  and  mostly  unacceptable  to  the  human 
palate,  afford  a  great  variety  to  the  Chimpanzee  ;  coming  to 
maturity  at  different  seasons,  their  succession  of  crops  yield 
an  almost  never-failing  supply. 

'^  In  some  localities,  through  extensive  clearing  of  the  land 
by  the  natives  for  the  purpose  of  planting  rice,  a  scarcity  will 
exist  at  certain  seasons.  The  tender  foliage  of  particular 
trees  then  becomes  a  substitute.  The  trees  from  which  their 
food  is  derived,  are  generally  scattered,  except  perhaps  the 
Elais  guiniensis,  which,  if  not  cut  down,  will  be  found  abundant 
everywhere.  The  Palm  nut  —  its  fruit,  is  freely  eaten  by  the 
orang,  as  also  the  upper  part  of  its  stipe  formed  of  the  young, 
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succulent  leaves.  This,  vulgarly  called  the  ^cabbage/  i9con« 
sidered  a  delicacy  by  the  natives  also,  either  in  a  crude  or 
cooked  state.  Their  knowledge  of  its  edible  quality,  as  weD 
as  that  of  the  fruits  generally,  was  obtained  from  the  monkeys* 
It  is  a  common  saying  among  them,  that,  '  what  is  good  for 
monkey  is  good  for  man.'  I  have  found  different  fmitv  in 
the  maw  which  are  recognised  as  '  plums,'  one  of  which  only 
is  known  botanically  —  the  Parmarium  exeehvm.  The  fruit 
of  the  Carica papaya  would  seem  to  be  its  greatest  favorite—* 
from  its  saccharine  quality,  as  I  suppose.  The  Muta  sapiens 
tium  and  paradiiiaca  are  also  freely  eaten,  and,  three  speeiea 
of  Amomum,  A.  azftliiy  A.  grandijlorum  1  and  a  third  und^ 
scribed.  There  are  other  fruits  of  which  they  are  fond,  but, 
not  having  obtained  the  flowers,  I  am  unable  to  name  them 
botanically  ;  —  one,  called  a  cherry,  is  pleasantly  acid ;  an- 
other, called  a  walnut,  is  not  unlike  the  fruit  of  the  Juglant 
nigroy  both  in  the  husk,  in  its  green  state,  and  the  nut  —  these 
they  crack  with  stones  precisely  in  the  manner  of  human 
beings. 

'^  The  strong  development  of  the  canine  teeth  in  the  adult 
would  seem  to  indicate  a  carnivorous  propensity ;  but,  in  no 
state  save  that  of  domestication  do  they  manifest  it  At  first 
they  reject  flesh,  but  easily  acquire  a  fondness  for  it.  The 
canines  are  early  developed,  and  evidently  designed  to  act  the 
important  part  of  weapons  of  defence.  When  in  contact  with 
man,  almost  the  first  effort  of  the  animal  is  —  to  bUe. 

''  They  avoid  the  abodes  of  men,  and  build  their  habttationii 
in  trees.  Their  construction  is  more  that  of  nests  than  of  kutSy 
as  they  have  been  erroneously  termed  by  some  naturalists. 
They  generally  build  not  far  above  the  ground.  Branches  or 
twigs  are  bent  or  partly  broken  and  crossed,  and  the  whole 
supported  by  the  body  of  a  limb,  or  a  crotch.  Sometimes  a 
nest  will  be  found  near  the  end  of  a  strong  leafy  branch  twenty 
or  thirty  feet  from  the  ground.  One  I  have  ktely  seen  that 
could  not  be  less  than  forty  feet,  and  more  probably  it  waa 
fifty.     But  this  is  an  unusual  height. 

*^  Their  dwelling  place  is  not  permanent,  but  changed  in  par* 


3S4  Savage  and  Wyman 

suit  of  food  and  solitude,  according  to  the  force  of  circum- 
stances.    We  more  often  see  them  in  elevated  places ;   but 
this  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  low  grounds  being  more 
favorable  for  the  natives'  rice-farms,  are  the  oftener  cleared, 
and,  hence,  are  almost  always  wanting  in  suitable  trees  for 
their  nests.     The  same  remark  holds  also  in  respect  to  the 
fruit  trees  upon  which  they  depend  for  subsistence ;   except 
perhaps  the  Elais  guiniensis  or  *  Palm  treeJ      This  is  pro- 
tected from  the  destructive  effects  of  the  fire  with  which  the 
land  is  cleared,  by  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  its  leaf  stalks. 
It  is  seldom  that  more  than  one  or  two  nests  are  seen  upon 
the  same  tree  or  in  the  same  neighborhood ;  five  have  been 
found,  but  it  was  an  unusual  circumstance. 

*^  They  do  not  live  in  <  villages,'  as  stated  by  some  in  re- 
spect to  other  localities.  They  are  more  often  seen  in  pairs 
than  in  gangs.  They  are  more  numerous  in  the  months  of 
September,  October  and  November,  when  the  natives  *  leave 
the  bush,^  that  is,  have  gathered  in  their  rice-crops,  being  the 
less  exposed  to  interruption  in  their  habits.  Then,  also,  is  the 
season  when  the  greatest  number  of  fruits  come  to  maturity. 
The  cherries  and  plums,  both  acid  and  sweet,  are  then  ob- 
tained in  abundance. 

'<  When  at  rest,  the  sitting  posture  is  that  generally  assumed. 
They  are  sometimes  seen  standing  and  walking,  but  when 
thus  detected  they  immediately  '  take  to  all  fours,'  and  flee 
from  the  presence  of  the  observer.  Such  is  their  organization, 
that  they  cannot  stand  erect,  but  lean  forward.  Hence,  they 
are  seen  when  standing,  with  the  hands  clasped  over  the  occi- 
put or  the  lumbar  region,  which  would  seem  necessary  to 
balance,  or  ease  of  posture. 

"  The  toes  of  the  adult  are  strongly  flexed,  and  turned  in- 
wards, and  cannot  be  perfectly  straitened.  In  the  attempt, 
the  skin  gathers  into  thick  folds  on  the  back,  showing  that 
the  full  expansion  of  the  foot,  as  is  necessary  in  walking,  is 
unnatural.  The  natural  position  is  upon  ^  all  foursy  the 
body  anteriorly  resting  upon  the  knuckles.  These  are  greatly 
enlarged,  with  the  skin  protuberant  and  thickened  like  the 
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sole  of  the  foot.  They  are  expert  climbers,  as  one  would 
suppose,  from  their  organization.  In  their  gambols  they 
swing  from  limb  to  limb,  to  a  great  distance,  and  leap  with 
astonishing  agility.  It  is  not  unusual  to  see  '  the  old  folks,' 
(in  the  language  of  an  observer)  sitting  under  a  tree  regaling 
themselves  with  fruit  and  friendly  chat,  while  '  their  children ' 
are  leaping  around  them  and  swinging  from  branch  to  branch 
in  boisterous  merriment. 

"  As  seen  here,  they  cannot  be  called  gregariousy  seldom 
more  than  five  or  ten  at  most  being  found  together.  It  has 
been  said  on  good  authority,  that  they  occasionally  assemble 
in  large  numbers,  in  gambols.  My  informant  asserts  that  he 
saw  once  not  less  than  fifty  so  engaged  ;  hooting,  screaming, 
and  drumming  with  sticks  upon  old  logs,  which  is  done  in  the 
latter  case,  with  equal  facility  by  the  four  extremities. 

"  They  do  not  appear  ever  to  act  on  the  offensive,  and  sel- 
dom if  ever  really,  on  the  defensive.  When  about  to  be  cap- 
tured, they  resist  by  throwing  their  arms  about  their  oppo- 
nent, and  attempting  to  draw  him  into  contact  with  the  teeth. 
Biting  is  their  principal  act  of  defence.  I  have  seen  one 
man  who  had  been  thus  severely  wounded  in  the  feet. 

"  They  are  very  filthy  in  their  habits.  In  a  state  of  domes- 
tication they  will  eat  their  own  excrements.  It  is  a  tradition 
with  the  natives  generally  here,  that  they  were  once  members 
of  their  own  tribe;  that  for  their  depraved  habits  they  were 
expelled  from  all  human  society,  and,  that  through  an  obsti- 
nate indulgence  of  their  vile  propensities  they  have  degener- 
ated into  their  present  state  and  organization.  They  are, 
however,  eaten  by  them,  and,  when  cooked  with  the  oil  and 
pulp  of  the  palm  nut,  considered  a  highly  palatable  morsel. 

"  They  exhibit  a  remarkable  degree  of  intelligence  in  their 
habits,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  much  affection  for 
their  young.  The  second  female  described,  was  upon  a  tree 
when  first  discovered,  with  her  mate  and  two  young  ones, 
(a  male  and  female.)  Her  first  impulse  was  to  descend  with 
great  rapidity  and  '  make  off'  into  the  thicket  with  her  mate 
and  female  offspring.     The  young  male  remaining  behind, 
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she  soon  returned  alone  to  his  rescue.     She  ascended  and 
took  him  in  her  arms,  at  which  moment  she  was  shot ;  the 
ball  passing  through  the  fore  arm  of  the  young  one  in  its 
course  to  the  heart  of  the  mother.     Other  instances  have 
been  known  in  which  the  mother,  otherwise  timid  and  fleeing 
from  the  presence  of  man,  forsaken  by  her  mate,  has  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  the  force  of  natural  affection.    In  a  recent  case, 
the  mother,  when  discovered,  remained  upon   the  tree  with 
her  offspring,  watching  intently  the  movements  of  the  hunter. 
As  he  took  aim,  she  motioned  with  her  hand  precisely  in  the 
manner  of  a  human    being,  to  have  him  desist  and  go  away. 
When  the  wound  has  not  proved  instantly  fatal,  they  have 
been  known  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood  by  pressing  with  the 
hand  upon  the  part,  and  when  this  did  not  succeed,  to  apply 
leaves  and  grass. 

When  shot  they  give  a  sort  of  screech  not  very  unlike  that 
of  a  human  being  in  sudden  and  acute  distress.  In  their 
gambols,  their  cry  is  like  the  whoop  of  a  native,  varied  as 
to  volume  and  strength,  which,  with  the  drumming  upon  logs 
and  other  discordant  noises  and  various  uncouth  movements, 
make  up  a  scene  perfectly  unique,  defying  all  descripti  on. 


ART.  XXXI.  -  DESCRIPTIONS  AND  FIGURES  OP  THE  ARANEIDES 

OP   THE    UNITED   STATES.     By  Nicholas  Mabcbllui  Hsnts,   Flor- 
ence, Alabama. 

[Continued  from  page  231.]  ' 
3.   LYCOSA    LENTA. 
Plate  XVII.    Figs.  1—4. 

Description.  Piceous,  hairy  ;  cephalothorax,  with  a  waved 
fascia  of  a  dark  color  and  several  pale  marks.  Abdomen  with 
two  longitudinal  rows  of  indistinct  black  spots  above,  beneath 
with  a  large  black  spot,  with  a  yellowish  mark  in  the  centre. 
A  pale  variety  occurred  in  North  Carolina,  without  the  yellow 
mark. 


Araneides  of  the  United  States.  387 

Observations.  This  common  and  powerful  species  is  found 
wandering  in  fields,  attacking  and  subduing  very  large  insects. 
The  female  carries  her  young  on  her  back,  which  gives  her  a 
horrible  appearance.  If  caught  or  wounded,  the  little  ones 
escape  rapidly  in  all  directions  ;  but  the  mother  is  faithful  to 
her  duties,  and  defends  her  progeny  while  life  endures.  It 
hides  under  stones,  logs,  &c. 

Habitat,     Pennsylvania,  North  and  South  Carolina,  &c. 

4.    LYCOSA  RURICOLA. 
Plate  XVII.     Fig.  5,  6. 

Description.  Pale  or  livid  testaceous,  cephalothorax  with 
black  marks,  two  large  ones  at  base  ;  cheliceres  black  with 
yellow  hair  at  base ;  abdomen  varied  with  black  marks  and 
pale  dots  above,  a  large  black  spot  underneath  ;  feet  with 
indistinct  livid  rings. 

Observations,  A  male  and  a  female  of  this  species  were 
found  with  a  white  spot  in  the  middle  of  the  black  one  on  the 
venter,  but  as  the  marking  differed  somewhat  from  the  above^ 
they  may  constitute  a  different  species.  They  are  always 
found  wandering  on  the  ground. 

Habitat,     Carolina,  Alabama.    October,  November. 

5.  LYCOSA  SALTATRIX. 
Plate  XVII.  Fig.  7. 

Description,  Piceous,  cephalothorax  with  two  darker  lon- 
gitudinal bands ;  abdomen  plumbeous  or  mouse  colored,  with 
four  dark  points  and  a  pale  longitudinal  line  ;  legs  hairy,  with 
many  dark  bands.     Male  inclining  to  a  rufous  tinge. 

Observations,  This  small  spider,  first  found  in  South  Caro- 
lina, runs  about  on  the  ground,  the  female  carrying  her  cocoon 
attached  to  the  hinder  part  of  her  abdomen.  When  deprived 
of  it,  she  remains  near;  and,  if  allowed,  she  grasps  it  in  her 
cheliceres  and  carries  it  off.  The  cocoon,  of  a  slate  color,  is 
orbicular,  and  contains  about  fifteen  eggs.     This  is  probably 
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related  to  Aranea  saccata  of  Europe.  I  have  found  in  Ala- 
bama a  spider,  which  may  not  differ  specifically  from  this, 
which  was  larger  and  of  a  mouse  color,  with  very  indistinct 
markings,  except  its  legs,  which  agreed  with  the  drawing  ac- 
companying this.  Its  cocoon,  which  it  carried  in  the  usual 
way,  was  also  of  a  bluish  pale  slate  color,  but  it  was  lenticu- 
lar, being  composed  of  two  concave  plates  of  strong  texture, 
united  loosely  at  the  edge ;  and  it  contained  about  sixty  yel- 
low eggs  —  notwithstanding  the  apparent  difference,  I  refer  it 
to  this  species.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  future  natural- 
ists will  define  two  or  more  species,  which  I  may  have  con- 
founded or  referred  to  this  description. 
Habitat.     The  United  States. 

6.    LYCOSA  ERRATICA. 
Plate  XVII.    Fig.  8. 

Description.  Brown  or  piceous ;  cephalothorax  with  one 
longitudinal  blackish  line  each  side ;  abdomen  with  a  forked 
longitudinal  fascia  and  several  spots  black,  a  large  black  spot 
underneath,  sometimes  a  white  spot  surrounded  with  black  ; 
male  the  same. 

Observations.  This  species,  which  becomes  very  large,  I 
formerly  supposed  to  be  a  variety  of  L.  Icnta ;  but  it  was 
always  found  wandering  and  never  in  holes  ;  I  therefore  con- 
sider it  as  perfectly  distinct,  having  been  often  seen,  generally 
running  in  the  grass. 

Habitat.     Massachusetts,  Alabama. 

7.    LYCOSA  LITORALIS. 
Plate  XVII.     Fig.  9. 

Description.  Livid  white  ;  cephalothorax  varied  with  livid 
gray  markings ;  abdomen  with  a  pale  waved  fascia ;  feet  and 
palpi  with  some  hairs,  and  with  pale  gray  rings  on  all  joints, 

4.  i73.~2.  the  1st  visibly  longer  than  the  3d,  the  3d  full  as  long 
if  not  longer  than  the  2d. 
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Observations.  This  distinct  species  is  always  found  near 
water  under  boards,  leaves,  stones,  &c.,  moving  chiefly  by 
jumps,  when  escaping.    Often  observed  in  the  same  localities. 

Habitat.     North  Carolina.    April. 

8.    LYCOSA    MARITIMA. 
Plate  XVII.    Fig.  10. 

Description.  Pale  yellow,  almost  while  ;  cephalothorax  with 
faint  indented  lines  ;  abdomen  with  two  longitudinal  rows  of 
dots  of  a  pale  hue. 

Observations.  This  spider  was  found  on  the  beach  of  Bear 
Island  in  the  bay  of  St.  Helena,  South  Carolina.  Dr.  Charles 
Pickering  sent  me  one  from  Salem,  informing  me  that  it  is 
common  in  Massachusetts.  It  runs  with  great  speed  on  the 
sand  still  wet  with  the  ebbing  water  of  the  ocean. 

Habitat.  Soutli  Carolina,  Massachusetts,  and  probably  all 
the  Atlantic  coast. 

9.    LYCOSA   ASPERSA. 
Plate  XVII.    Fig.  11,12. 

Description.  Greenish  obscure ;  cephalothorax  dark,  ob- 
scure, varied  with  black  marks  and  a  few  red  lines  about  the 
eyes ;  cheliceres  very  large  ;  abdomen  obscure,  with  small 
black  spots  in  three  rows,  varied  with  yellow  and  black  in 
wrinkles  underneath,  feet  with  black  rings. 

Observations.  Though  it  is  excessively  diflicult  to  distin- 
guish between  species  and  varieties  in  this  subgenus,  yet  I 
must  consider  this  as  distinct  from  L.  riparia.  It  was  found 
on  a  barren  hill  at  a  great  distance  from  water. 

Habitat.     Alabama,  September. 

LYCOSA  RIPARIA. 
Plate  XVII.    Fig.  13—15. 

Description.  Brownish  or  greenish  black ;  cephalothorax 
varied  with  blackish,  with  a  narrowed  yellowish  line  which 
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reaches  the  trophi ;  abdomen  above  with  triangular  black 
spots  more  or  less  interrupted,  and  a  row  on  each  side  of 
whitish  dots  more  distinct  towards  the  apex,  a  tuft  of  black 
and  of  white  hairs  at  base  in  both  sexes ;  beneath  testaceous 
or  yellow,  speckled  with  dots,  and  a  line  and  two  spots  near 
the  base  sometimes  wanting,  black ;  feet  with  black  or  green- 
ish brown  rings.  4.  TaTl  In  the  male,  the  two  rows  of 
white  dots  on  the  abdomen  are  arranged  in  the  form  of  inter- 
rupted lines,  and  the  rings  are  obsolete  on  the  feet,  which  are 
long,  slender  and  hairy. 

Observations.  This  common  spider  is  aquatic  in  its  habits, 
always  found  near  or  on  water,  and  diving  with  ease  under 
the  surface,  when  threatened  or  pursued. 

Habitat.     North  Carolina,  Alabama.     All  seasons. 

11.  LYCOSA   PUNCTULATA, 
Plate  XVII.    Fig.  16,  17. 

Description.  Pale  rufous;  cephalothorax  whitish  or  yel- 
lowish, with  four  longitudinal  blackish  lines ;  abdomen  whitish 
or  yellowish,  with  a  longitudinal  band,  blackish,  whitish  un- 
derneath, with  many  black  dots. 

Observations.  This  spider  captured  at  Germantown,  was 
communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Charles  Pickering.  It  was  found 
also  in  Alabama,  in  November,  agreeing  in  every  respect  with 
the  description.  It  was  a  male  also.  A  female  was  found 
September  28th  agreeing  with  the  design.  The  species  is 
therefore  well  established. 

Habitat.     Pennsylvania. 

12.  LYCOSA   SCUTULATA. 
Plate  XVIIL    Fig.  2. 

Description.  Testaceous;  cephalothorax  with  one  longi- 
tudinal band  and  one  line  on  each  side,  blackish  ;  abdomen 
with  a  longitudinal  broad  band,  blackish,  with  about  four 
diagonal  spots,  and  a  narrow  edge,  each  side  of  it  yellowish ; 
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same  color  underneath,  with  very  minule  black  dots  on  the 
abdomen ;  legs  brownish  with  some  blackish  lines.  Male 
with  the  first  pair  of  legs  mostly  black,  and  part  of  the  fourth 
pair  also  black  underneath. 

Observations.  This  common  and  very  distinct  species  at- 
tains a  very  large  stature.  It  is  most  commonly  found  wan- 
dering in  quest  of  prey,  and  like  Lycosa  sahatrix,  carries 
its  cocoon  attached  to  the  abdomen  behind.  The  cocoon  is 
very  large,  spherical  and  whitish,  containing  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  eggs,  which  hatch  before  the  cocoon 
is  opened.  The  yellow  spots  on  the  abdomen  seem  to  be 
wanting  in  the  young.  Habitat.     Alabama. 

13.   LYCOSA   SAGITTATA. 
Plate  XVIII.    Fig.  3,  4. 

Description.  Yellowish  brown  ;  cephalothorax  with  a  pale 
longitudinal  band ;  abdomen  dusky  also,  with  a  pale  band 
with  angular  edges,  whitish  underneath,  with  minute  black 
dots  and  two  curved  black  bands  which  join  together  at  base 
and  at  the  apex  where  they  spread  out ;  pulmonary  region 
brownish  ;  feet  varied  with  blackish. 

Observations.  This  species  is  distinct  from  any  other.  It 
was  found  wandering,  and  seems  to  be  rare. 

Habitat.     North  Alabama.     April. 

13.    LYCOSA    OCREATA. 
Plate  XVUI.    Fig.  5. 

Description.  Obscure ;  cephalothorax,  with  a  broad,  pale 
longitudinal  band,  with  a  blackish  edge ;  abdomen  blackish 
at  base,  the  black  spreading  each  side,  with  a  few  black  dots 
each  side  towards  the  apex  ;  feet  varied  with  brown  or  black- 
ish ;   antepenult  joint  of  the  first  pair  large,  black  and  hairy, 

the  intermediate  one  and  the  thigh  black  at  tip ;  feet,  4.  utTS. 
A  male. 

Observations.  This  species  is  not  rare,  in  meadows,  near 
water.         Habitat.     North  Carolina. 
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14.    LYCOSA   VEmiSTULA. 
Plate  XVUI.    Fig.  6.  7. 

Description,  Cephalothorax  yellowish,  with  two  bands  and 
edge  black  ;  abdomen  piceous,  paler  in  the  middle  towards 
the  base,  with  a  row  of  abbreviated  black  lines  approximating 
towards  the  apex,  pale  gray  underneath,  with  a  row  of  minute 
black  dots  each  side  approximating  towards  the  apex ;  feet, 
rufous.     A  middle  size  species. 

Observations.  This  spider  is  common  on  the  ground,  but 
inasmuch  as  only  males  are  found,  it  is  likely  it  will  ultimately 
be  referred  to  some  other  species ;   which,  I  cannot  tell. 

Habitat.     Alabama.     April. 

16.    LYCOSA    BnLVINA. 
Plate  XVin.    Pig.  8. 

Description.  Pale  yellowish  ;  cephalothorax  varied  with 
brownish ;  abdomen  brownish  with  a  scolloped  band,  widen- 
ing towards  the  base,  and  two  lateral  spots  yellowish,  pale 
yellowish  spotless  underneath  ;  feet  varied  with  brownish, 
hairy,  particularly  the  third  and  fourth  pair.     A  small  species. 

Observations.  This  is  a  very  distinctly  marked  species, 
which  occurred  only  once. 

Habitat.     Alabama.     September. 

16.    LYCOSA    SAXATILIS. 
Plate  XVin.    Fig.  9,  10. 

Description.  Pale  bluish  ;  cephalothorax  varied  with  grey- 
ish ;  abdomen  greyish  or  blackish,  with  pale  bluish  spots  or 
dots,  pale  grey   underneath  ;   feet  long  and   slender,  hairy, 

with   many  black  rings.     4.  (TTTi}.  or  4.  aTaTT.     A  small  species. 

Observations.  This  slender  little  Lycosa  is  a  very  distinct 
species.  It  runs  with  surprising  agility  and  swiftness.  It  was 
found  in  the  mountains  of  North  Alabama. 

Habitat.     Alabama.     August. 
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17.    LYCOSA   FUNEREA. 
Plate  XVIII.    Fig.  11. 

Description.  Cephalolhorax  blackish ;  abdomen  with  four 
approximate  spots  and  four  bent  lines  yellowish  ;  feet  varied 
with  rufous  and  blackish.     A  small  species. 

Observations.  This  species  abounds  on  the  ground.  It 
has  the  habitus  of  a  Herpylliis,  and  runs  with  great  rapidity. 
The  male  and  the  female  were  often  found  agreeing  with  the 
description. 

Habitat.     Alabama.     May. 

Genus.    Ctenus.     Walck. 

Characters.  Cheliceres  large,  fangs  moderately  large ;  max- 
nice  short,  parallel,  cut  obliquely  at  tip  ;  lip  about  half  the 
length  of  the  maxilla,  pointed ;  eyes  eight,  unequal,  in  three 
rows,  two  eyes  of  middle  size  form  the  lowest  row,  intermediate 
row  composed  of  four  eyes,  the  two  middle  ones  largest,  the  two 
external  ones  smallest ;  last  row  formed  of  two  large  eyes, 
borne  on  tubercles  and  placed  farther  apart  than  those  of  the 
middle  row ;  feet,  fourth  pair  longest,  then  the  first,  then  the 
second,  the  third  being  shortest. 

Habits.  Araneides  wandering  for  prey,  making  no  web 
for  a  dwelling. 

Observations.     This  subgenus  seems  to  be  related  to  Lyco- 

SA  and  DoLOMEDES. 

1.   CTENUS   HYBERNALIS. 
Plate  XIX.    Fig.  1—4. 

Description.  Deep  rufous ;  cephalothorax  black  above  with 
a  longitudinal  yellowish  band  ;  abdomen  black,  with  a  ser- 
rated longitudinal  yellow  band  above,  and  with  four  diagonal 
lines  of  minute  yellow  dots  beneath. 

Observations.  This  was  found  in  a  cavity  in  the  ground  in 
the  month  of  January. 

Habitat.     South  Alabama. 
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2.    CTENUS  PUNCTULATUS. 
Plate  XIX.    Fig.  5,  6. 

Description.  Yellowish  rufous;  cephalothorax,  with  two 
longitudinal  blackish  lines  and  two  fainter  scalloped  ones  on 
each  side  ;  abdomen  with  two  subobsolete  lines  of  minute 
white  dots,  becoming  more  distinct  towards  the  apex,  where 
may  be  seen  a  few  irregularly  placed  white  dots  on  the  out- 
side of  the  Hues,  same  color  unspotted  beneath  ;  feet,  4.  i.  ^Tl 
or  4. 1.  3.  2. 

Observations.  This  spider  was  found  at  the  foot  of  a  tree 
in  a  moist  place  near  a  mountain  stream,  running  through  a 
forest. 

Habitat.    Alabama.    August,  September. 

Genus.    Dolomedes.     Latr. 

Characters.  Chtliceres  moderately  large  ;  maxilla  short, 
parallel,  somewhat  wider  above  the  insertion  of  the  palpi ;  Itp 
short,  suborbicular ;  eyes  eight,  unequal,  in  two  rows,  the  ante- 
rior one  slightly  curved,  the  posterior  one  wider  and  much  curved 
from  the  base  towards  the  anterior  one  ;  exterior  eyes  borne  on 
tubercles ;  feet,  the  fourth,  second,  and  first  pair  are  nearly 
equal,  the  third  being  the  shortest. 

Habits.  Araneides  wandering  after  prey,  making  no  web, 
except  during  the  rearing  of  the  progeny,  hiding  under  stones, 
sometimes  diving  under  water ;  cocoon  usually  orbicular,  car- 
ried by  the  mother. 

Observations.  The  subgenus  Dolomedes  is  the  link  be- 
tween Ctemnus  and  Lycos  a,  and  its  characters  are  somewhat 
variable.  In  the  first  tribe,  (the  Arborea:)  which  differ  wholly 
from  the  Sylvaria  of  Walckenaer,  the  arrangement  of  the  eyes 
is  almost  that  of  Lycos  a  ;  and  in  the  Ripuaria,  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  eyes  leads  to  Micrommata.  The  spiders  of  this 
genus  differ  in  their  habits  also ;  those  of  the  two  first  tribes 
dwell  on  trees,  or  in  cavities ;  those  of  the  third  are  found 
near  water,  and  run  on  its  surface  with  great  rapidity ;  they 
can  even  dive,  and   have  recourse  to  this  when  in  danger. 
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Several,  perhaps  all  species,  construct  on  bushes  a  web  some- 
what like  that  of  Agelena,  for  the  protection  of  the  cocoon, 
and  the  rearing  of  the  young.     This  is  another  resemblance 

to  MiCROMMATA. 

Order  of  the  species  Dolomedes. 

Tribe  I.     Arbore£,  middle  eyes  much  larger  than  the  rest. 

Tribe  II.  Tenebros^,  eyes  subequal,  lower  row  as  much 
curved  as  the  upper. 

Tribe  III.  Ripuaria,  eyes  subequal,  lower  row  straight  or 
slightly  curved. 

(Arboreae.)    1.    DOLEMEDES  TENAX. 
Plate  XIX.    Fig.  7. 

Description.  Grayish  ;  cephalothorax  edged  with  black, 
varied  with  blackish  on  the  disk  ;  abdomen  also  edged  with 
black  near  the  base,  varied  longitudinally,  with  blackish  on  the 
disk,  about  three  whitish  dots  on  each  side  near  the  apex, 
pale  beneath,  with  two  obscure  longitudinal  lines ;  feet,  with 

blackish  bands  above,  pale  beneath.     JTaTT.  3.    Never  lai^. 

ObservatioJis.  This  distinct  species  is  always  found  on  up- 
right sticks,  small  trees,  &c.  turning  round  to  avoid  an  attack 
in  the  same  manner  as  Oxtopes  scalaris,  which  it  resembles 
so  much  that  for  a  time  I  could  not  distinguish  one  from  the 
other.  It  spreads  its  feet  like  Thomisus.  The  form  of  its 
cephalothorax  is  peculiar,  the  head  being  elevated  and  well- 
defined  from  the  thorax.  Jt  must  not  be  taken  for  the  young 
of  D.  tenebrosus,  which  resembles  the  old,  and  dwells  in  dark 
places,  whereas  this  is  quite  a  diurnal  species,  fond  of  broad 
daylight. 

Habitat.     North  Carolina. 

2.    DOLOMEDES   HASTULATUS. 
Plate  XVIII.    Fig.  9. 

Description.  Pale  or  greenish  gray ;  cephalothorax  varied 
with  blackish  ;   abdomen  with  a  blackish  band,  with  rounded 
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edges  near  the  base,  and  terminating  with  a  hastate  point  to- 
wards the  apex  ;  feet  varied  with  gray  or  blackish.  sT-irT.  i 

Observations.  This  was  found  in  September  in  a  web,  like 
that  of  Angelena.  This  can  be  readily  distinguished  from 
D.  tenax,  particularly  by  the  form  of  its  cephalothorax,  in 
which  the  head  is  not  elevated  as  in  that  species.  The  second 
pair  of  legs  being  sensibly  the  longest.  This  species  could 
almost  be  referred  to  Micrommata.  It  was  found  in  March 
upon  the  stump  of  a  tree  not  far  from  a  stream. 

Habitat.     Alabama.    September. 

(Tenebrosae.)    3.   DOLOMEDES   TENEBROSUS. 
Plate  XIX.     Fig.  10,  13. 

Description.  Livid  brown ;  abdomen  and  cephalothorax 
varied  with  blackish  angular  markings ;  feet  annulated  with 
blackish  ;  frequently  measuring  over  four  inches  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  first  pair  of  legs  to  that  of  the  fourth  pair ;  male 
with  legs  1.  2.  4.  3. 

Observations.  This  spider,  one  of  the  largest  of  the  whole 
family,  is  very  common  in  dark,  retired  places,  hiding  in  cre- 
vices during  the  day,  and  issuing  at  night  from  its  retreat 
for  the  purpose  of  seeking  for  prey.  It  does  not  seek  the 
vicinity  of  water  near  which  it  was  never  seen,  but  dwells 
generally  in  elevated  dry  places.  The  female  does  not  make 
a  web,  but  carries  its  cocoon,  grasped  with  her  cheliceres. 
The  cocoon  is  orbicular  whitish,  and  of  the  size  of  a  common 
cherry.  I  have  occasionally  seen  this  Dolomedes  in  the  day- 
time, but  it  seemed  always  inactive,  and  easily  captured.  It 
can  be  readily  distinguished  from  D.  albineus,  by  its  having 
no  yellowish  spot  under  the  abdomen,  and  by  the  white  hairs 
on  its  legs. 

Habitat.     Carolina,  Alabama,  Massachusetts  ? 
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ART.  XXXII.  — DESCRIPTION  OP  AN  AFRICAN  BEETLE,  ALLIED 
TO  SCARABJEUS  POLYPHEMUS,  WITH  REMARKS  UPON  SOME 
OTHER  INSECTS  OF  THE  SABIE  GROUP.  By  Thaddbus  William 
Habbis. 

In  the  year  1781,  the  Danish  naturalist  Fabricius  published 
the  first  description  of  a  large  African  beetle,  preserved  in  the 
cabinet  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  in  London,  and  gave  it  the  name 
of  Scarabaus  Polyphemus.  Olivier  afterwards  found  this  in- 
sect in  the  same  collection,  and  described  and  figured  it,  as  a 
species  of  Ceioniay  in  1789.  The  specimen  was  a  male :  it 
remained  without  a  mate,  and,  according  to  Mr.  Hope*  and 
Mr.  Macleay,f  it  was  the  only  one  known  for  many  years, 
and  was  long  considered  as  ^^  the  chief  ornament  of  the  Bank- 
sian  cabinet,"  from  which,  however,  it  disappeared  a  few 
years  ago.  In  the  "  Monographie  des  Cetoines"  of  Gory  and 
Percheron,  which  was  published  at  Paris  in  1833,  there  ap- 
peared a  description  and  figure  of  a  male  of  the  same  species, 
which  these  authors  state  was  contained  in  their  own  cabinet ; 
but  we  have  no  authentic  account  of  any  other  specimen  in 
European  collections. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Savage  has  lately  brought  from  Cape  Pal- 
mas,  in  Western  Africa,  several  males  and  the  female  of  this 
rare  and  noble  species,  together  with  both  sexes  of  another, 
which  is  scarcely  inferior  to  it  in  size  and  beauty,  and,  hav- 
ing put  them  into  my  hands,  has  requested  me  to  describe 

them. 

As  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Savage  for  the  first  discovery  of 
the  female  of  the  Polyphemus,  which  was  before  unknown,  it 
may  be  proper  to  oflfer  for  publication  a  description  of  this 
insect,  with  that  of  the  new  species  which  now  enriches  his 
admirable  collection. 

The  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  has  received  from 
the  same  gentleman  a  large  number  of  the  fine  insects  of 
Western  Africa,  among  which  are  males  and  females  of  Scara' 

*  Coleopterist's  Manaal,  p.  60. 

t  niustrations  of  the  Annalosa  of  South  Africa,  p.  33. 
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haus  torquaia  and  micans  of  Drury,  together  with  both  sexes 
of  the  gigantic  beetle  called  Goliathus  Cacicus  by  Gory  and 
Percheron  *  but  difiering  from  the  true  Cacicus  of  Voet,  in 
having  a  triangular  black  patch  on  the  shoulder  of  each 
elytron.  The  cabinet  of  the  Essex  County  Natural  History 
Society,  at  Salem,  contains  these  same  species,  together  with 
a  male  and  female  of  Goliathus  or  Hegemon  Drurii,  and  other 
valuable  insects,  mostly  brought,  by  Mr.  George  A.  Perkins 
from  Western  Africa. 

The  writer  of  this  article  has  enjoyed  the  rare  opportunity 
of  seeing  all  the  Goliath  beetles  in  these  cabinets,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  private  collections  of  Dr.  Savage  and  Mr,  Perkins. 
On  this  account,  and  not  from  any  ambition  to  connect  his 
own  name  with  the  description  of  a  new  foreign  species,  he 
has  been  induced  to  yield  to  the  request  of  Dr.  Savage  in 
drawing  up  the  characters  of  the  Polyphemus  and  of  the  new 
species  allied  to  it,  and  has  ventured  to  prefix  to  them  some 
observations  on  the  remarkable  group  to  which  these  insects 
belong. 

Lamarck  instituted  the  genus  Goliath,  or  Goliathus^  as  it  is 
now  generally  denominated,  in  the  year  1801,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Scarabceus  Goliatus,  Cacicus,  Polyphemus,  and  some 
other  species. 

Most  of  the  insects  included  in  this  genus  are  large,  and 
some  of  them  are  of  gigantic  proportions,  and  are  much  prized 
for  their  beauty  and  extreme  rarity.  The  clypeus  of  the  males 
is  generally  forked  or  armed  with  horns.  The  mentum  is 
wide,  deeply  notched,  and  divided  into  lobes,  and  the  origin 
of  the  labial  palpi  is  concealed  within  a  deep  sinuated  furrow 
in  the  outer  edge  of  each  lateral  lobe.  In  the  African  species, 
the  maxillas  are  horny,  and  are  furnished  with  teeth  and  a 
terminal  brush  or  pencil  of  hairs ;  the  mandibles  end  with  a 
thin  and  horny  lobe ;  the  epimera  or  frusta  are  more  or  less 
conspicuous  between  the  outer  angles  of  the  thorax  and  the 
shoulders  of  the  elytra,  and  the  latter  are  dilated  and  promi- 

*  It  is  surprising  that  these  authors  and  subsequent  writers  have  not  noticed  the 
difference  between  Voet's  species  and  this  insect. 


an  African  Beetle,  399 

nent ;  the  mesosternum  is  wide,  thick,  and  subacute,  but  is 
not  much  produced  anteriorly ;  and  supplementary  claws  and 
claw-joints  (pseudonychia  and  plantula3)  are  found  between 
the  nails  of  all  the  feet. 

Mr.  Macleay,  in  the  "Illustrations  of  the  Annulosa  of 
South  Africa,"  has  referred  some  of  the  species  to  his  genus 
Coryphe  (Gnathocera  of  Gory  and  Percheron),  and  has  dis- 
tributed the  others  into  several  sections ;  and  Mr.  Hope* 
has  reduced  them  to  smaller  groups,  which  may  be  called 
subgenera. 

In  a  paper  upon  some  of  these  African  beetles,  which  was 
published  in  June  1839,  in  the  "  Journal  of  the  Essex  County 
Natural  History  Society,"  the  name  of  Hegemon  was  proposed 
for  the  subgenus  including  the  princely  Scarabaus  Goliatusjf 
of  Linnaeus,  together  with  the  still  more  magnificent  Goliathus 
Drurii  of  Westwood,  and  the  Cacicu^  of  Gory  and  Percheron, 
and  also  the  females  of  the  two  latter,  bearing  the  titles 
of  regiusX  and  princeps.^  Should  this  generical  name  be 
adopted,  it  will  enable  us  to  restore  to  the  Linna^an  species 
the  specific  name  of  which  Lamarck  and  other  naturalists 
have  deprived  it. 

The  subgenus  Hegemon  may  be  distinguished  by  the  fol- 
lowing characters.  Clypeus  of  the  male  arm^d  in  the  middle 
of  its  anterior  edge  with  a  short,  recurved,  forked  horn,  the 
diverging  branches  of  which  are  broad,  thin,  and  obtuse ; 
and  on  each  side  of  the  head,  above  the  antenna;,  a  broad 
and  thin  toothlike  projection,  truncated  at  the  summit.  La- 
brum  wide,  thin  but  horny,  entire  or  rounded  before,  and 
entirely  concealed.  Mentum  widest  before  the  middle,  di- 
vided into  four  lobes  by  a  rounded  emargination  of  the  an- 

*  "  Colcopterist's  Manual,"  p.  116. 

t  Linnaeus  and  Drury  did  not  use  the  letter  k  in  this  name.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  Mr.  Macleay,  who  is  justly  styled  the  prince  of  modern  entomologists,  has  ii> 
terchanged  the  names  of  this  and  the  following  species,  in  his  "  niustrations," 
giving  to  the  Goliatus  the  name  oi  Drurii y  and  to  the  latter  that  of  Goliathus.  By 
consulting  Mr.  VVestwood's  valuable  edition  of  Drury's  "  Illustrations  of  Elxotic 
Entomologj',"  he  would  have  avoided  this  mistake. 

t  Described  by  Professor  Klug  in  Erman's  "  Reise." 

S  Described  by  Mr.  Hope  in  the  "  Manual." 
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tenor  edge,  and  a  deep  sinus  of  the  margin  on  each  side, 
within   which  the  labial  palpi  are  inserted  and   nearly  con- 
cealed.    Maxillae  horny,  the  inner  lobe  very  hairy,  and  armed 
at  the  tip  with  a  small  tooth  ;  the  terminal  lobe  not  artica- 
lated  at  right  angles  with  the  base,  but  curved  inwards  beyond 
the  middle,  where  it  is  armed  with  a  sharp  tooth,  and  tapering 
at  the  end,  which  is  furnished  externally  with  a  long  and  thick 
pencil  of  tawny  hairs.*     Thorax  orbicular  or  rounded  behind ; 
in  the  females  indented  before  the  middle,  and  elevated  into 
a  tubercle  on  the  anterior  edge.     Epimera  large  and  con- 
spicuous above,  between  the  outer  angles  of  the  thorax  and 
the  shoulders   of  the   elytra.     Body   robust ;  back  convex ; 
elytra  gibbous  behind.     Abdomen  not  indented  or  furrowed 
beneath,  in  either   sex ;  the  extremity  densely  fringed  with 
hairs,  and   immaculate.     Forelegs   of  the  males  elongated; 
anterior  tibiae  unarmed,  but  covered  with  minute  asperities  on 
the  inner  side,  and  furnished  with  a  downy  pad  beneath  the 
base ;   three-toothed  externally  in  the   females.     Claw-joints 
and  claws  of  the  forefeet  very  strong  and  robust  in  the  males. 
Four  posterior  tibia;   fringed  internally  with    hairs    in  both 
sexes,  and  armed  with  a  spine  on  the  middle  of  the  outer 
edge  in  the  females. 

The  subgenera,  named  Dicronorhina  and  Mecynorhina  by 
Mr.  Hope,  are  found  in  Western  Africa.  They  diflfer  from 
the  foregoing  in  the  form  of  the  thorax,  which  is  trapezoidal, 
or  broad  behind  and  narrowed  before ;  moreover,  the  body  is 
not  so  robust  and  convex  ;  the  shoulders  of  the  elytra  are  not 
so  prominent ;  and  the  epimera  are  not  so  large  and  conspic- 
uous as  in  the  subgenus  Hegemon.  In  the  males,  the  clypeus 
is  horned,  the  forelegs  are  the  longest,  and  always  differ  from 
those  of  the  other  sex,  the  claw-joints  and  claws  of  the  fore- 
feet are  very  strong  and  robust,  and  the  middle  of  the  abdo- 
men is  concave  or  furrowed  beneath. 

Scarabaus  micans  of  Drury,  Goliathus  sphndens  and  Smithii 

♦  The  trophi  are  correctly  figured  in  Mr.  Hope's  "  Manual,"  plate  III.,  excepting 
the  maxillse,  in  which  the  articulation  of  the  terminal  lobe  with  tlie  base  is  not 
■hown. 
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of  Macleay,  G.  Grallii  and  Daphnis  of  Buquet,  Cttonia  quad" 
rimaculata  of  Olivier,  and  some  other  species,  belong  to  the 
genus  Dicronorhina.  These  splendid  beetles  are  highly  pol- 
ished, and  have  almost  the  lustre  of  glass.  In  the  males,  the 
anterior  edge  of  the  square  clypeus  is  produced,  and  ends 
with  a  short  recurved  horn,  which  is  bifid,  or  suddenly  dilated 
at  the  summit,  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T  ;  the  top  of  the 
head  is  concave,  with  a  sharp  semicircular  ridge  overhanging 
the  middle  ;  the  lateral  angles  of  the  clypeus  are  prominent, 
and  more  or  less  elevated.  The  mesosternum  is  longer  and 
more  acute  than  in  Hegemon  and  Mecynorhina.  The  hind- 
most tibiae,  alone,  are  slightly  fringed  with  hairs  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  base.  The  anterior  and  intermediate  tibiae  are 
not  toothed  or  spined  externally,  in  the  males,  and  the  former 
have  several  very  small  denticulations,  which  are  often  obso- 
lete, on  the  inner  side.  The  forelegs  of  the  female  are  three 
toothed  externally,  and  the  four  hinder  tibiae  are  armed  with 
a  single  spine  on  the  middle  of  the  outer  edge.  The  extrem- 
ity of  the  abdomen  is  immaculate.  By  these  characters  alone 
this  subgenus  may  be  distinguished  easily  from  the  following 
one,  and  it  approaches  more  nearly  to  the  genus  Coryphe  of 
Macleay. 

Scarabaus  Polyphemus  is  the  type  of  Mecynorhina,  which 
will  also  include  the  new  West  African  species  discovered  by 
Dr.  Savage.  The  torquata*  of  Drury,  the  male  of  which  was 
first  described  and  figured  by  Mr.  Waterhouse,f  in  the  year 
1838,  should  be  referred  to  the  same  subgenus.  The  opaque 
and  velvety  substance,  that  covers  the  thorax  and  elytra, 
the  two  whitish  spots  on  the  extremity  (podex  or  pygidium) 
of  the  abdomen,  with  the  long-horned  clypeus  of  the  males, 
give  a  peculiar  aspect  to  these  large  and  beautiful  beetles. 

The  head  is  quadrate,  and  more  or  less  concave  above,  the 
semicircular  concavity  extending  backwards  to  the  edge  of 
the  thorax,  in  the  males*     In  this  sex  the  anterior  margin  of 

*  This  is  Dniry's  orthography ;  the  name  is  usually  written  tarquaivM  by  other 
entomologists, 
t  In  Charlesworth's  "  Magaziae  of  Natural  History,"  Vol.  II.  p.  635. 
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the  clypeus  is  produced  in  the  form  of  a  very  long  horn,  and 
the  elevated  ridges  on  each  side,  above  the  antennae,  are  also 
more  or  less  produced  and  hornlike.    Body  more  convex  tbao 
in  Dicroncrhina^  opaque  and  veWety  above,  and  more  or 
less  covered  with  the  same  opaque  substance  on  the  breast 
Thorax  narrowed  before  and  broad  behind,  with  three  shallow 
emarginations  on  the  hinder  edge.    Scute!  triangular.    Elytra 
gibbous  behind,  and  terminating  in  a  spine  at  the  sutural  an- 
gle.    Middle  of  the  abdomen  concave  in  the  males.     Podex 
marked  with  two  large  whitish  square  spots,  and  fringed  with 
tawny  hairs.     Mandibled  concealed,  and  ending  with  a  thin 
homy  lobe.     Maxillae  horny,  exposed  at  base  only ;  the  inner 
lobe  very  hairy,  and  armed  with  a  minute  tooth  at  the  ex- 
tremity ;  the  terminal  lobe  slender  and  acute,  not  toothed  in 
the  middle,  bearing  on  its  outer  side  a  thick  brush  of  tawny 
hairs,  and  articulated  to  the  back  of  the  maxillae  nearly  at  a 
right  angle.     Mentum  broadest  behind  the  middle,  four-lobed 
anteriorly  ;  the  middle  lobes  separated  by  an  angular  notch  ; 
the  lateral  lobes,  as  in  the  genus  Hegemony  less  prominent, 
and  separated  from  those  between  them  by  a  deep  sinus  in 
the  margin  on  each  side,  designed  for  the  reception  of  the 
palpi.     Anterior  tibiae  three-toothed  externally  ;  the  teeth  very 
irregular  and  unequal  in  the  males,  and  in  this  sex  the  inner 
side  of  these  tibiae  is  armed  with  three  or  more  teeth  also. 
There  are  two  spines  on  the  middle  of  the  intermediate  tibise 
and  one  spine  on  the  posterior  tibiae,  in  the  females ;  but 
these  spines  are  generally  obsolete  or  wanting  in  the  males. 
The  hindmost  tibiae  alone  are  fringed  with   hairs,  but  the 
fringe  extends  along  the  whole  of  the  inner  edge. 

1.  MECYNORHINA  POLYPHEMUS. 

Opaque  velvet-green  above  ;  top  of  the  head,  five  longitu- 
dinal stripes  on  the  thorax,  three  rows  of  rounded  spots  on 
each  elytron,  a  spot  on  the  scutel,  two  large  square  spots  on 
the  podex,  and  the  sides  of  the  breast,  pale  buff-colored  ;  mar- 
gin of  the  clypeus,  horns,  antennae,  and  tarsi  black. 

Male.    Head  three-horned ;  the  anterior  horn  curved  up- 


an  African  Beetle.  403 

wards,  forked  and  denticulated  at  the  end  ;  the  lateral  horns 
elevated  perpendicularly,  compressed  and  denticulated.  In- 
termediate stripe  on  the  thorax  abbreviated  behind.  Anterior 
femora  six-toothed  internally,  and  notched  at  the  base.  Body 
beneath,  except  the  sternum  and  abdomen,  covered  with  a 
yellowish  velvet-like  pile.  Length,  exclusive  of  the  horns, 
2\  inches ;  central  horn  J  inch,  or  more. 

Female.  Clypeus  narrowed  before,  and  widely  emai^n- 
ated  on  the  anterior  edge.  Thorax  grossly  punctured ;  the 
intermediate  vitta  obsolete.  Body  beneath  entirely  green, 
polished,  grossly  punctured,  and  scantily  clothed  with  tawny 
hairs.     Length  2|  inches.     (PI.  xxi.  figs.  5-11.) 

2.    MECYNORHINA.    SAVAGII. 

Thorax  opaque  velvet-green  above,  with  five  broad  yellow- 
ish stripes  ;  scutel  green,  with  a  broad  yellowish  stripe  in  the 
middle  ;  elytra  velvet-black,  with  three  rows  of  tawny  spots  on 
each  elytron,  and  an  indented  stripe  of  the  same  color  on  the 
suture,  the  maiginal  and  subsutural  spots  confluent  from  the 
base  to  the  middle  ;  head  of  the  male  and  central  horn  above, 
two  spots  on  the  vertex  of  the  female,  two  square  spots  on 
the  podex,  and  sides  of  the  breast,  yellowish  gray  ;  sternum, 
abdomen,  and  legs,  dark  green  and  polished  ;  horns  and  mar- 
gin of  the  clypeus,  anterior  and  intermediate  tarsi,  black ; 
posterior  tarsi  pale  rufous,  with  the  articulations  and  claws 
black. 

Male.  Head  three-homed  ;  the  anterior  horn  horizontally 
extended,  and  forked  at  the  end  ;  lateral  horns  smooth  and 
tapering,  extended  forwards  and  outwards ;  anterior  femora 
with  three  unequal  robust  teeth  on  each  side,  those  on  the 
outer  edge  abruptly  bent  downwards.  Length,  nearly  3 
inches  ;  horn  more  than  |  inch. 

Female.  Clypeus  quadrate,  truncated  before ;  sides  of  the 
breast  covered  with  a  yellowish  gray  substance,  intermixed 
with  coarse  hairs.     Length  IJ  inch.     (PI.  xxi.  figs.  1-4.) 

It  is  possible  that  the  species  belonging  to  Sir  William  J. 
Hooker,  and  referred  to  by  Mr.  Hope  and  Mr.  Macleay,  may 
be  identical  with  M.  Savagii. 
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Dr.  Savage  informs  me^  that  these  two  species  of  Mecf- 
norhina  feed  upon  a  vine  that  climbs  upon  very  lofty  trees, 
and  states  that  '^  they  wound  the  bark  of  the  vine  and  ex- 
tract the  juice.  The  vine  is  full  of  a  fluid  as  tasteless  and 
limpid  as  water;  and  the  natives,  when  travelling  in  the 
woods,  cut  it  off  and  drink  the  juice,  when  no  water  can  be 
easily  obtained."  He  collected  two  females  of  each  of  these 
species,  and  several  males. 

From  his  interesting  manuscript  notes  it  apj^ears  that  the 
Goliathi  of  Western  Africa  inhabit  various  trees,  and  that 
different  species  have  a  predilection  for  different  kinds  of 
trees.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hope,  published  by  Mr.  Westwood, 
in  his  Arcana  Entomolc^ca,  Dr.  S.  says,  ^^  As  to  Goliathus 
Cacicus,  these  regions  abound  with  them ;  and,  after  a  year's 
watching,  I  have  obtained  the  flower,  and  know,  botanically, 
the  tree  from  which  they  derive  their  food.  It  is  a  syngene- 
sious  plant,  belonging  to  Jussieu's  Composite  Corymbifers. 
The  Cacicus  inhabits  no  other  tree,  as  it  is  said.  The  Mecf- 
norhina  torquata  inhabits  two  kinds  of  trees,  one  a  magnificent 
Mimosa,  a  Goliath  of  its  kind  ;  I  have  not  yet  obtained  the 
blossom,  it  is  now  in  seed,  which  I  have.  The  Goliathus 
Drurii  is  not  found  in  the  locality  of  Cape  Palmas ;  it  has 
been  taken  at  Bassa,  near  Montserado,  and  at  Cape  Coast.  I 
lately  saw  Professor  King's  regius,  which  is  no  more  nor  less 
than  the  female  of  Drurii.  Of  this  I  am  as  certain  as  that 
the  princeps  of  Hope  is  the  female  of  Cacicus.  The  Gold 
Coast  would  seem  to  be  the  locality  of  Drurii,  and  the  Grain 
Coast  of  that  of  the  iorquaius  and  CacicusJ^* 

The  males  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  females. 
The  black-shouldered  Cacicus  abounds  on  the  Grain  and 
Ivory  Coasts,  and  many  specimens  have  been  procured  at 
Cape  Palmas.  When  in  good  condition,  the  black  patch  is 
always  more  or  less  conspicuous  on  the  shoulder  of  each  ely- 
tron in  this  species,  and  is  never  replaced  by  the  pearly  white 

*  This  extract  was  furnished  by  Dr.  Savage  himself;  who  has  informed  me,  since 
this  article  was  sent  to  press,  that  Mr.  Westwood's  "  Arcana  "  contains  a  figure  of 
the  female  PolyphemuSf  with  an  accomit  of  all  the  known  GoUaiM.  Unfortunately 
the  information  came  too  late  to  be  of  any  use  at  this  time. 
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color  which  appears  on  that  part  in  Voet's  figure  and  descrip- 
tion. Hence  it  still  remains  uncertain  whether  Voet's  Cad- 
cus  ingens  be  a  distinct  species,  or  merely  an  accidental  vari- 
ety of  the  black-shouldered  species.  The  latter  inhabits  a 
tree  that  grows  to  the  height  of  thirty  or  forty  feet,  with  a 
diameter  of  six  or  eight  inches,  and  can  be  taken  in  great 
numbers  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  and  Feb- 
ruary, when  the  tree  renews  its  blossoms  and  leaves.  The 
insects  are  roasted  and  eaten  by  the  natives,  who  say  "  they 
are  very  fat  and  sweet."  Dr.  Savage  thinks  that  the  Gold 
Coast,  or  rather  the  interior  of  Guinea,  will  be  found  to  be 
the  proper  locality  for  Hegemon  Drurii.  It  is  probable  that 
Hegemon  Goliaius  may  be  obtained  nearer  the  line,  and  par- 
ticularly back  of  the  Gaboon.  Mecynorhina  iorquata  is  found 
at  Cape  Palmas,  where  many  have  been  obtained  within  a 
few  years.  The  tree  upon  which  they  live  is  supposed  to  be 
a  species  of  Acacia  by  Dr.  Savage.  Dicronorhina  micans  has 
been  taken  at  Cape  Palmas  also,  but  seems  to  be  rare  on  that 
part  of  the  coast. 

It  appears,  from  the  observations  of  Dr.  Savage,  that  the 
food  of  the  Goliath  beetles  is  fluid,  like  that  of  the  Trichii 
and  Cetonia,  insects  belonging  to  the  same  natural  family  ; 
but  the  latter  live  chiefly  on  the  nectar  of  flowers,  and 
the  former  on  the  sap  of  plants.  The  long  brushes  on 
their  jaws,  and  the  diverging  rows  of  hairs  that  line  their 
lower  lips,  are  admirably  fltted  for  absorbing  liquid  food  ; 
while  their  horny  teeth  afibrd  these  beetles  additional  means 
for  obtaining  it,  from  the  leaves  and  juicy  stems  of  plants, 
when  the  blossoms  have  disappeared.  Thus  every  new  dis- 
covery in  natural  history,  even  when  least  expected,  serves  to 
increase  the  evidence  of  skilful  contrivance  and  perfect  adap- 
tation of  structure  in  all  organized  beings. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  FIGURES  ON  PLATE  XXI. 

1 .  Mecynorhina  Savagii,   $  ,  6.  The  same,  seen  from  above. 

2.  Head  of  the  same,  in  profile.  7.  The  same,  seen  from  behind. 

3.  Clypeus  of  the  female.  8.  Anterior  tibia  of  M.  Polyphemus,  ^ . 

4.  Anterior  tibia  of  the  same.  9.  Clypeus  of  the  female. 
6.  Head  of  M.  Polyphemus,  ^,  in  10.  Maxilla;    and, 

profile.  1 1 .  Mentam,  of  the  male,  enlarged. 
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ART.  XXXni.  —  ON  THE  OIPORTANCB  OF  HABIT  AS  A  6UIDB  TO 
ACCURACY  IN  SYSTEBIATICAL  ARRANGEMENT,  liXUSTRATED 
IN  THE  INSTANCE  OF  THE  SYLVIA  PETECHIA  OP  WILSON. 
AND  ALX.  SUBSEaUENT  WRITERS.  Br  Tbomam  McCrujocH,  Jr.,  of 
Hali&x,  Norm  Scotia,  Correspoodiiig  Member  of  tlie  Werneriui  Sockcy  of  Eda- 
bargh. 

Few  things,  perhape,  have  a  greater  teodency  to  facilitate 
the  attainment  of  any  branch  of  knowledge,  than  acx^racy  of 
arrangement.  In  numerous  instances,  however,  thia  ia  a  mat- 
ter of  exceeding  difficulty,  more  especially^  in  those  acienoes 
which  have  reference  to  oi^nized  objects.  There,  spedes 
belonging  to  different  families,  often  approzimate  ao  dosdj, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  their  true  poaitioo,  if 
directed  alone  by  external  development  Unfortunately  for 
the  progress  of  science,  this  has  been  too  frequently  the  only 
guide,  and  to  this  circumstance  may  justly  be  attributed  the 
numerous  and  serious  mistakes  which  have  been  committed, 
even  by  very  accomplished  systematists.  Many  of  these  errors, 
doubtless,  might  have  been  avoided  by  attention  to  internal 
structure,  and  until  arrangement,  in  certain  departments  of 
science  be  based  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  external  develop- 
ment, implicit  confidence  can  never  be  placed  in  its  conclu- 
sions. For  investigations  of  this  kind,  however,  there  is  re- 
quisite, not  only  a  certain  degree  of  manual  dexterity,  but  ako 
an  amount  of  knowledge  both  diversified  and  extensive ;  and 
for  the  attainment  of  this,  few  persons  possess  either  the 
time  or  inclination  which  is  necessary.  In  the  absence  of 
these  important  qualifications,  careful  attention  to  habit  will 
be  found  to  form  no  mean  substitute,  for  habit,  in  numerous 
instances,  is  an  infallible  index  of  internal  arrangement.  It  is 
true,  that  even  in  habit,  aberrations  occur  occasionally,  where 
it  might  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  trace  correspondence 
in  structure,  as  in  the  extraordinary  fly-catching  propensities 
of  the  Picus  varitis,  yet,  in  general,  thorough  acquaintance  with 
habit  will  be  found  to  contribute  most  materially  to  accuracy 
of  conclusion.  This  branch  of  knowledge  is  not  as^et  suffi- 
ciently appreciated,  though  to  it,  doubtless,  we  are  indebted 
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for  many  of  the  judicious  alterations  which  have  been  more 
recently  introduced  into  different  departments  of  science.  Of 
its  importance,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  subject  men- 
tioned at  the  commencement  of  this  paper,  the  following  no- 
tices of  Sylvia  petechia^  I  trust,  will  afford  a  very  striking 
illustration. 

Differing  from  the  true  Sylvicola  in  external  development, 
less,  perhaps,  than  some  species  of  that  genus  do  from  each 
other,  the  bird  just  mentioned,  has  been  passed  unquestioned 
by  every  systematic  writer  with  whom  I  am  acquainted.  In 
reality,  however,  it  has  no  more  claim  to  the  position  to 
which  it  has  been  invariably  assigned,  than  any  of  the  species 
which  have  been  judiciously  removed  from  this  family.  The 
Sylvia  'petechia  properly  belongs  to  the  small  genus  Seiurus  of 
Swainson.  The  characteristics  of  this  genus  are  chiefly  indi- 
cated by  habit,  and  these,  by  the  bird  abovementioned,  are 
exhibited  just  as  forcibly,  as  by  either  of  its  congeners.  But 
before  adducing  the  evidence  upon  which  this  opinion  is 
founded,  it  may  be  observed  that  in  our  fauna,  this  genus 
contains  at  present  only  two  acknowledged  species;  it  is, 
however,  probable,  that  this  number  will  yet  be  augmented, 
when  the  very  material  differences  existing  between  the  Seiur 
rus  Noveboracensis  of  the  south  and  north  shall  have  been 
fully  ascertained. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  true  Sylvicola  do  not  build  upon 
t  he  ground,  nor  do  they  resort  there,  except  from  necessity. 
This  appears  to  occur  so  seldom,  that  in  this  situation,  I  have 
never  noticed  but  one  species  —  the  Sylvia  coronata.  In 
spring,  the  Sylvia  petechia  and  the  warbler  previously  men- 
tioned, arrive  simultaneously  in  Nova  Scotia.  Subsequently, 
however,  intervals  of  cold  weather  often  intervene  —  the  sur- 
face of  the  soil  becomes  frozen,  insect  life  is  retarded,  and 
both  the  species  abovementioned  are  forced  to  mingle  with 
the  robins  and  other  birds  while  seeking  food  upon  the  accu- 
mulations of  seawrack,  upon  saltflats,  or  along  the  margins  of 
pools  or  streams.  In  situations  of  this  kind,  the  movements 
of  the  Sylvia  coronata  and    Sylvia  petechia  present  a  most 
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striking  contrast.  The  awkward,  helpless  motions  of  the 
former,  instantly  betray  its  utter  inadaptation  to  sacb  circom- 
stances ;  but  the  latter  hops  about  with  the  utmost  ease,  and 
often  exhibits  much  greater  rapidity  of  movement  than  I  have 
ever  noticed  either  the  Seiuras  aurocapiUm  or  «$!  noveboracensit 
exemplify.  The  Sylvia  petechia  does  not  resort  to  the  grouDd 
from  necessity,  for  this,  during  its  migrations  in  spring,  is  one 
of  its  most  common  habits.  During  the  period  just  men- 
tioned, I  have  frequently  noticed  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Pictoa, 
tripping  about  the  little  pools  which  occur  in  unbroken  pas- 
ture land.  Nor  is  it  merely  in  search  of  food  that  this  spe- 
cies resorts  to  the  ground  —  they  actually  pair  there,  and 
though  I  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  nest,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  that  is  the  situation  in  which  they  build. 

I  have  never  seen  the  Sylvia  petechia  at  Pictou  during  the 
period  of  incubation ;  but  at  St  Mary's,  upon  the  southern 
coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  it  surprised  me  not  a  little  to  find  it 
pretty  common  in  certain  localities  throughout  the  summer. 
In  the  vicinity  last  mentioned,  I  once  enjoyed  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  observing  the  pairing  of  a  considerable  number 
of  these  birds,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  adjusted  the 
universally  interesting  preliminaries  of  this  important  con- 
nection, was  no  less  singular  than  amusing.  Near  the  village 
of  Sherbrooke,  there  was  a  perpendicular  cliff  which  con- 
tained a  little  sunny  nook,  partially  refilled  by  fallen  blocks. 
In  this  spot,  at  least  twenty  pair  of  the  Sylvia  petechia  had 
assembled,  and  when  first  noticed,  they  were  busily  pursuing 
each  other  over  or  under  the  fallen  blocks,  or  through  the 
smallest  lateral  chink  which  admitted  of  a  passage.  These 
little  manoeuvres  were  performed  in  silence,  but  in  perfect 
good  fellowship.  The  males  never  evinced  the  least  disposi- 
tion to  interfere  with  each  other,  but  each  constantly  pursued 
the  female  which  he  had  selected  through  all  the  windings  of 
this  curious  courtship.  The  females  usually  kept  a  foot  or 
two  in  advance  of  the  males,  and  at  times,  it  was  really 
laughable  to  witness  the  weary,  tortuous,  and  apparently  ca- 
pricious routes  by  which  they  led  their  patient  followers.     At 
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one  minute,  a  female  might  be  observed  tripping  over  some 
huge  block,  and  at  the  next,  diving  into  some  crevice  beneath 
it  or  one  adjoining,  and  from  the  period  which  often  elapsed 
ere  she  and  her  attendant  reappeared,  I  sometimes  feared 
that  they  had  become  inextricably  involved.  The  females,  I 
imagine,  always  managed  to  find  some  outlet,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  at  a  very  considerable  distance  from  the  spot  at  which 
they  had  entered.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Sylvia  petechia 
habitually  pairs  in  such  numbers  ;  the  assemblage  just  noticed 
might,  therefore,  have  been  in  some  measure  accidental.  At 
the  time  in  which  it  was  noticed,  one  of  those  cold  intervals 
previously  mentioned  occurred,  and  large  numbers  both  of  the 
Sylvia  petechia  and  S.  coronata  w^ere  congregated  with  robins, 
blackbirds,  and  other  species  upon  an  adjoining  salt-flat. 

Though  thus  pairing  together  in  such  numbers,  the  Sylvia 
petechia  breeds  apart,  and  the  localities  which  it  seems  to  prefer 
for  this  purpose,  are  moist,  mossy  barrens  or  swamps,  sprinkled 
with  alder  or  stunted  spruce  trees.  From  the  tops  of  the 
latter  they  usually  emit  their  simple  but  feeble  notes.  These 
can  scarcely  be  entitled  to  the  name  of  song,  for  if  uttered  in 
a  somewhat  softer  tone,  they  might  readily  be  attributed  to 
the  common  grasshopper.  As  the  pairing  of  the  Sylvia  pete- 
chia  occurs  early  in  May,  it  is  probable  that  two  broods  are 
raised  during  the  season. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  caudal  vibrations,  constantly 
exhibited  by  this  bird,  would  have  awakened  some  suspicion 
with  respect  to  its  present  position.  I  am  not  aware,  how- 
ever, of  anything  of  the  kind  having  ever  been  expressed, 
even  by  those  writers  who  have  had  the  most  favorable  oppor- 
tunities for  observing  its  habits.  There  is  one  circumstance, 
connected  with  the  habits  of  this  bird,  which  is  exceedingly 
curious.  In  spring,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  it  resorts 
freely  to  the  ground,  but  in  no  instance  have  I  ever  observed 
it  there  during  its  autumnal  migrations.  During  this  period 
it  seems  to  exhibit  the  habits  of  the  true  Sylvicola,  gleaning 
among  the  branches  of  trees,  and  not  unfrequently  visiting  the 
windows  of  dwellings,  in  search  of  spiders  and  insects.     This 
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may  appear  scarcely  credible,  yet,  I  have  noticed,  in  other 
species  of  birds,  during  the  breeding  season,  a  temporary  as- 
sumption of  habits  much  more  incongruous  and  unaccounta- 
ble than  the  one  abovementioned. 

Alterations,  such  as  have  just  been  sugg€^sted,  even  when  \ 
based  upon  incontrovertible  evidence,  are  attended,  I  am 
aware,  with  serious  inconveniences.  Independently  of  an  ac- 
cumulation of  synonymes,  from  which  the  student  turns  an^v 
in  disgust,  persons  who  have  discovered,  accurately  described, 
and,  probably,  with  no  little  toil,  obtained  almost  all  the  infor- 
mation which  science  possesses  of  certain  sp^ecies,  are  thus 
liable  to  be  deprived,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  credit  justly 
due  them,  by  some  other  person,  whose  sole  claim  to  notice 
may  consist  in  the  mere  rectification  of  some  error  respecting 
the  position  of  the  objects. 

The  preceding  information  has  not  been  communicated 
from  any  desire  of  connecting  a  name  with  a  species  which 
has  been  long,  though  very  imperfectly,  known  ;  but  from  a 
sense  of  the  importance  of  accuracy  of  arrangement.  Let  the 
real  position,  of  the  bird  be  acknowledged,  and  the  person,  by 
whom  the  alteration  has  been  suggested,  will  be  perfectly  sat- 
isfied, though  his  name  should  never  be  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion with  the  species.  Those  who  love  science,  for  its  own 
sake,  will  feel  but  little  regret,  provided  its  progress  be  ac- 
celerated, should  their  claims  to  notice  be  occasionally  over- 
looked, even  in  cases  which  are  really  of  importance. 


ART.  XXXIV.  — ON   THE  ANATOMY  OF  TEBENNOPHORUS  CARO- 

LINENSIS.    By  JEFPBiEa  Wyman,  M.  D. 

(Communicated  November  15,  1843.) 

The  peculiar  characters  of  the  most  common  slug  of  our 
forests,  which  was  noticed  by  Bosc  under  the  name  of  Limax 
Carolincnsis,  induced  Dr.   Binney,   in    his  memoir   on   the 
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Limacida  of  the  United  States,*  to  propose  for  it  a  new 
genus  under  the  designation  of  Tebennophorus.  For  the 
external  characters  of  the  animal,  which  is  the  subject  of  this 
paper,  reference  is  made  to  Dr.  Binney's  description,  and 
accurate  figures  of  it  may  be  found  in  his  forth-coming  volume 
on  tlie  terrestrial  Mollusks.  The  object  of  this  paper  is  to 
elucidate  its  anatomy,  with  a  view  of  determining  how  far  its 
structure  differs  from  that  of  the  other  genera  of  the  family. 

The  dorsal  shield  or  cuirass,  excepting  as  regards  its  size, 
in  its  external  characters  resembles  that  of  the  different 
species  of  Limax.  On  making  a  longitudinal  incision,  how- 
ever, along  the  middle  of  the  back,  as  in  PI.  xxii.  fig.  1,  there 
is  found  to  exist,  between  it  and  the  viscera,  a  large  cavity, 
occupying  the  whole  extent  of  the  dorsal  and  lateral  regions ; 
this  cavity  has  no  communication  with  the  respiratory  sack, 
no  air  passing  into  it  when  the  latter  was  forcibly  distended. 
It  did  not  communicate  externally  with  the  air,  being  pro- 
tected from  it  at  all  parts  by  the  shield,  except  under  the 
anterior  extremity  of  the  latter,  where  it  was  covered  only 
by  a  thin  membrane.  The  whole  of  its  internal  surface  is 
lined  by  a  thin,  smooth,  delicate  membrane  enveloping  the 
viscera,  so  as  to  unite  them  into  a  single  mass,  and  from  them 
it  is  reflected  upon  the  tegumentary  parietes,  like  the  peri- 
toneum of  the  higher  animals.  In  the  different  species  of  the 
genus  Limax  the  membrane,  by  which  the  different  viscera 
are  invested,  is  attached  by  a  loose  cellular  tissue  to  the  pari- 
etes, so  that  no  similar  cavity  can  be  said  to  exist.  In  Tebeti" 
nophorus  no  cavity  exists  in  the  cuirass  similar  to  that  contain- 
ing the  calcareous  body  in  the  Limaces. 

The  different  organs  are  represented,  in  fig.  1,  as  they 
appear  when  exposed  by  laying  open  the  cavity  which  has 
just  been  described.  At  the  anterior  extremity  is  seen  the 
buccal  pouch,  from  the  centre  of  which  commences  the  oeso- 
phagus, and  on  each  side  the  upper  tentacles  :  a,  is  the  respira- 
tory sack  ;  6,  a  part  of  the  viscera ;  c  c,  the  liver ;  rf,  testis ; 
//,  integuments. 

♦  Sec  the  present  volume  of  this  Journal,  page  163. 


412  On  the  Anatomy  of 

Organs   op    Nutrition.     The  mouth,  as    in   the   genera 
Limax  and  Helix,  consists  of  an  ovoidal,   hollow,  muscular 
organ.     On  its  inner  and  upper  surface,  near  its  orifice,  it  is 
provided  with  a  horny  beak,  concave  on  its  cutting  edge,  and 
slightly  denticulated.     The  tongue  is  a  firm,  apparently  carti- 
laginous organ,  which,  when  retracted,  occupies  the   lower 
portion  of  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  also  forming  a  process 
which  projects  from  its  posterior  face  ("fig.  3,  fr.)      The  upper 
surface  of  the  tongue  is  deeply  concave,  and  its  lower  convex, 
so  that  it  has  somewhat  the  form  of  a  gouge,  and  it  is  covered 
by  a  cuticular  membrane,  which  is  easily  detached  from  the 
body  of  the  organ.    When  this  cuticular  covering  is  examined 
under  a  powerful  microscope,  its  entire  surface  is  found  to  be 
covered  with  an  immense  number  of  minute  teeth,  arran<;ed 
in  a  transverse-linear  series,  and  having  a  form  more  or  less 
conical.     These  on  the  median  line  (fig.  4,  ct,)  are  readily 
distinguished  from  the  lateral  teeth,  by  their  symmetrical  form, 
and  by  being  smaller  than  those  nearest  to  them  on  either 
side.     The  lateral  teeth  (fig.  4,  b  b  and  c  c,)  are  all  more  or 
less  inclined  towards  the  axis  of  the  ton£cue.     Those  near  the 
median  line,  have  an  obtusely  conical  form,  and  at  the  apex 
are  surmounted  by  a  sharper  conical  point.     As  they  recede 
from  the  centre,  this  point  disappears,  and  the  teeth  become 
regular  cones,  and  at  the  same  time  gradually  diminish  in 
size,   the   extreme   lateral   ones   being    reduced   to   minute 
papillae,    (fig.  4,  c  c.)     The  mouth  is  protruded  and  retracted 
by  two  sets  of  muscular  fibres  acting  in  opposite  directions, 
and  attached  to  the  anterior  and  posterior  part  of  the  foot. 

The  (esophagus  opens  into  the  mouth  on  its  upper  surface, 
(fig.  3,  c,)  and  on  each  side  of  it  are  the  terminations  of  the 
ducts  of  the  salivary  glands.  These  last  are  two  in  number, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  oesophagus,  of  an  irregular  flattened 
oval  form,  lobulated,  each  discharging  its  secretion  into  the 
mouth  by  a  single  tortuous  duct,  (fig.  2,  6,)  which  fwisses 
through  the  ring  formed  by  the  union  of  the  cesophageal 
ganglia.  The  cesophagus,  having  passed  through  the  same 
ring,  terminates  posteriorly,  (fig.  2,  c,)  in  a  thin  membranous 
stomach.     This  last  is  of  a  nearly  cylindrical  form,  gradually 
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diminishing  in  size  posteriorly  (^fig.  2,  d,)  and  terminating  in  a 
very  short  cul  de  sac,  as  shown  in  fig.  5.  The  intestine 
(fig.  5,  6,  and  fig.  2,  //,)  wliich  is  at  once  distinguished  from 
the  stomach  by  its  smaller  size,  and  by  coming  off  obliquely 
from  the  former  near  its  termination,  makes  two  or  three 
turns  through  the  substance  of  the  liver  and  terminates  in  the 
anal  orifice,  at  the  entrance  to  the  respiratory  sack.  The 
liver  (fig.  2,  e  e,)  has  the  same  relative  size  as  in  the  Limaces, 
forms  the  posterior  portion  of  the  visceral  mass,  and  envel- 
opes a  large  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal.  It  consists  of 
two  lobes  of  nearly  equal  size,  each  composed  of  numerous 
lobules.  The  biliary  secretion  is  discharged  into  the  stomach 
near  its  posterior  extremity,  by  a  single  duct  from  each  of  the 
principal  lobes,  (fig.  5,  c  c.) 

The  respiratory  cavity  presents  a  very  remarkable  variation 
from  that  of  the  Limaces,  in  being  attached  to  the  viscera, 
and  in  having  no  connection  whatever  with  the  shield.  In 
the  Limaces  the  shield  contains  two  cavities,  one  of  which 
secretes  and  contains  the  calcareous  body  or  rudimentary  shell, 
and  the  other  the  organ  of  respiration,  the  heart,  and  kidneys. 

In  dissecting  the  Limaces  these  two  cavities  are  always 
raised  with  the  integuments,  and  the  respiratory  sack  is  only 
attached  to  the  viscera  by  the  different  vessels  going  from  and 
coming  to  it.  The  position  of  the  respiratory  organ  in  the 
animal  here  described  is  shown  (fig.  1,  a,)  as  it  appears 
when  inflated  after  removing  the  shield.  The  respiratory 
orifice  is  seen  in  a  cleft  on  the  edge  of  the  dorsal  shield,  near 
its  anterior  extremity  on  the  right  side.  The  cavity  itself 
consists  (fig.  1,  a,)  of  an  exceedingly  thin  delicate,  transparent 
membrane,  is  of  an  irregular  triangular  shape,  and  terminates 
posteriorly,  on  the  left  side  of  the  visceral  mass  in  a  cul  de 
sac.  In  the  concavity  of  the  posterior  edge  of  this  sack,  are 
contained  the  pericardium,  with  the  heart  and  kidney.  As  in 
Limaces  and  Helices,  the  heart  consists  of  an  auricle  and 
ventricle,  the  former  receiving  the  circulating  fluid  from  the 
organs  of  respiration,  and  the  latter  distributing  it  over  the 
body.  The  blood-vessels  are  thin  and  transparent  and  not 
easily  traced. 
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The  kidney  is  situated  just  behind  the  heart,  is  of  elonga- 
ted form,  curved  upon  itself  so  as  to  form  nearly  a  complete 
circle,  leaving  an  open  space  in  the  centre,  which  is  partlj 
occupied  by  the  heart. 

Nervous  System.     This  system  closely  resembles  that  of 
the  Helices  and  Limaces ;   its  central  portion  consisting  of  a 
ganghonic  ring,  through  which  passes  the  oesophagus,  salivary 
ducts,  and  some  of  the  retractor  muscles  of  the  mouth.     Fig. 
6  represents  the  ganglia  and  nerves  as  seen  when  viewed  on 
the  posterior  face.     Above,  the  ring  consists  of  two  ganglia, 
from  a  process  at  tlie  outer  angles  of  which  the  nerves  to  the 
upper  tentacles  are  given  off.  (fig.  6,  a.)     The  pair  of  nerves 
going  to  the  lower  tentacles,  and  numerous  minute  filaments 
going  to  the  parts  about  the  mouth,  are  given  off  from  the 
anterior  face  of  the  ganglia.     The  infra-oesophageal  ganglia 
are  four  in  number,  but  so  united  as  to  form  a  ring  (fig.  6,  e 
and  d,)  through  which  passes  a  large  arterial  trunk  distributed 
to  the  parts  about  the  mouth.     The  nerves  arising  from  the 
supra-oesophageal  ganglia  appear  to  be,  for  the  most  part, 
nerves   of  sensation   and   those   from   the   infra-oesophageal 
ganglia  are  almost  if  not  entirely  distributed  to  the  organs  of 
motion.     These  two  sets  of  ganglia  are  united  by  commis- 
sures, from  which  last  a  few  minute  filaments  are  given  off 
on  each  side. 

Organs  of  Generation.  The  male  organs  consist  of  a 
testis,  vas  deferens  and  penis;  the  female  of  an  ovary,  oviduct, 
and  spermatheca  ?  or  vesicle  ;  both  sets  of  organs  terminate 
in  a  common  receptacle,  which  opens  externally  by  a  single 
orifice  just  behind  the  upper  tentacle  on  the  right  side.  The 
testis  (fig.  7,  a,)  has  an  irregular  spheroidal  form,  is  of  an  ash 
gray  color,  and  composed  of  numerous  lobules,  each  lobule 
consisting  of  minute  granules.  It  is  in  part  envelofSed  by  the 
posterior  lobe  of  the  liver  (fig.  1,  rf.)  The  vas  deferens  (fig.  7, 
bj)  is  a  whitish  duct,  slightly  convoluted  at  its  commencement, 
and  becoming  more  so  as  it  approaches  the  ovary.  It  is 
closely  united  to  the  oviduct  throughout  the  convolution  of 
the  latter,  and  as  it  separates  from  it  (fig.  7,  e,)  it  reaches  the 
male  organ  in  the  form  of  a  long  and  slender  tube  without 
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convolutions.  The  penis,  (figs.  7  and  8,  /,)  when  retracted, 
has  an  irregular  convoluted  form  in  consequence  of  being 
folded  upon  itself.  The  ovary  (fig.  7,  c,)  is  a  yellowish  colored 
organ,  very  slightly  lobulated,  has  a  conical  shape,  its  base 
resting  on  the  oviduct.  This  last  consists  of  two  portions ; 
the  first,  commencing  at  the  ovary,  is  united  with  the  vas 
deferens,  and  forms  numerous  folds  upon  itself,  resembling 
an  intestine ;  it  terminates  in  the  second  portion  Ar,  which  has 
a  very  small  diameter,  and  without  any  convolutions.  At 
fig.  7,  A,  and  fig.  8,  a,  is  a  rounded  vesicle,  which  is 
supposed  to  resemble  in  function  the  spermatheca  of  insects, 
and  which  is  united  with  the  oviduct  at  its  termination,  by  a 
long  slender  duct  {%  and  &.)  At  the  termination  of  this  duct  is 
the  small  coecum  (fig.  7,  t,)  of  which  there  is  no  analogue  in 
the  Limaces.  Both  the  male  and  female  organs  terminate  in  a 
common  sinus  (fig.  7,  /,  and  8,  A.)  This  sinus  is  provided 
with  a  yellowish  glandular  organ  which  nearly  surrounds  it 
externally.  The  external  orifice  of  the  organs  of  generation 
has  already  been  described. 

EXPLANATION  OF  FIGURES  ON  PLATE  XXIL* 

Fig.  1 ,  The  different  organs  represented  in  situ ;  a  respiratory  sack ;  6  position 
of  the  stomach ;  c  c  liver;  d  testis  ;  yy*  integuments. 

Fig.  2.  Digestive  organs  ;  a  mouth  or  buccal  pouch;  6  salivary  glands  and  duct; 
c  termination  of  ccsophagus ;  d  stomach  ;  c  e  liver;  y/intestine. 

Fig.  3.  a  buccal  pouch ;  b  projection  formed  by  the  tongue  retracted ;  c  oesopha- 
gus. 

Fig.  4,  A.  Teeth  on  the  central  portion  of  the  tongue  ;  a  teeth  on  the  median  line 
sjrmmetrical ;  6  6  lateral  teeth  oblique  ;  B.     cc  c  extreme  lateral  teeth. 

Fig.  5.    a  terminal  portion  of  stomach ;  b  intestine  ;  c  c  bile  ducts. 

Fig.  6.    (Esophageal  ganglia  and  nerves. 

Fig.  7.  Organs  of  generation,  a  testis  ;  6  vas  deferens ;  c  ovary  ;  d  oviduct ;  e 
continuation  of  vas  deferens;  y penis;  g  retractor  muscle;  h  vesicle,  and  i  its 
duct ;  k  continuation  of  oviduct ;  I  termination  of  genital  organs ;  m  caecum ;  a 
tentacle ;  p  anterior  extremity  of  cuirass. 

Fig.  8.  a  vesicle ;  b  its  duct ;  c  and  d  oviduct ;  e  vas  deferens ;  y  penis ;  g  coecum ; 
h  glandular  organ  surrounding  the  termination  of  the  genital  organs. 

*  The  plates,  referred  to  in  this  memoir,  and  in  that  on  Glandina  truncaia,  we're 
executed  for  Dr.  Binney's  work,  and  are  loaned  by  him  for  the  use  of  this  Journal. 
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ART.  XXXV.  — ON  THE  ANATOMICAL  STRUCTURE  OF  GLANDDiA 
TRUNCATA  OF  SAY.     By  Jeffries  Wyman,  M.  D. 

(Communicated  November  15,  1843.) 

A  KNOWLEDGE  of  the  anatoiTiical  structure  of  this  animal 
has  been  a  desideratum,  from  the  time  when  its  external  pecu- 
liarities were  announced  by  Mr.  Say,  untiL  now.      The  privi- 
lege having  been  lately  allowed  to  me  of  examining  one  of 
the  specimens  which  were  forwarded  to  Dr.  Binney,  by  J. 
Hamilton  Couper,  Esq.  of  Darien,  Ga.,  to  whose  politeness  and 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  natural  science  this  Society  and 
many  individuals  are  indebted  for  similar  favors,  advantage 
was  taken  of  it  to  make  as  minute  an  examination  as  time 
would  permit.     The  result  of  the  examination  is  embodied 
in  the  present  paper.     The  opportunity  of  investigating  the 
anatomy  of  Bulimus  ovatus  of  Muller,  and  Achaiina  perdit  of 
Lamarck  having  occured  at  the  same  time,  the  means  were 
afforded  of  comparing  the  structure  of  the  three  genera. 

When  the  animal  is  removed  from  the  shell,  the  different 
organs  remaining  in  the  same  position  as  when  in  the  act  of 
crawling,  we  have  exposed  anteriorly  the  head,  protruded 
beyond  the  principal  mass  of  the  viscera,  (PI.  xxiii.  fig.  1.) 
The  viscera  are  bordered  anteriorly  by  the  collar  (a  a,)  behind 
which  is  the  respiratory  cavity,  (6  6,)  occupying  the  larger 
portion  of  the  upper  and  left  lateral  surfaces,  and  after  making 
a  single  turn  behind  the  viscera  terminating  on  the  right  side 
at  d.  The  respiratory  and  anal  orifices  are  situated  just 
beneath  the  right  extremity  of  the  collar  at  a.  The  genital 
orifice  is  farther  forward,  a  little  posterior  to  the  upper  tenta- 
cle. The  liver,  (e  c,)  forms  nearly  the  whole  of  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  visceral  mass. 

In  the  general  characters  of  its  organization,  G.  tntncata 
resembles  the  genera  Limax  and  Helix,  but  differs  from  thera 
in  the  existence  of  an  additional  pair  of  tentacles  and  a  corres- 
ponding modification  of  the  nerves  distributed  to  them,  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  teeth  on  the  tongue,  in  the  complicated 
form  of  the  stomach,  and  in  some  other  characters  of  less 
importance. 
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Nutritive  System.  In  Helix,  Limax,  VaginuluSy  Achati^ 
na,  Bulimusy  and  nearly  all  other  genera  of  the  pulmoni- 
ferous  Gasteropoda,  the  buccal  organ  is  almost  uniformly 
either  of  an  ovoidal  or  spherical  shape,  its  transverse  being 
but  little  less  than  its  longitudinal  diameter.^  In  G.  trun- 
cata, it  is  strikingly  contrasted  with  that  of  the  genera  just 
mentioned  by  its  remarkable  size,  and  the  muscular  power  of 
the  tongue  which  it  encloses.  The  parietes  of  the  buccal 
cavity  consist  of  a  thin  cylindrical  muscular  sack,  slightly 
curved  at  its  posterior  extremity,  (fig.  2,  a  a,)  measuring  an 
inch  in  length,  and  one  fifth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The 
tongue  occupies  a  large  portion  of  the  buccal  cavity,  is  carti- 
laginous, concave  above,  convex  below,  and  attached  to  the 
inferior  and  posterior  surfaces  of  the  cavity,  by  several  very 
strong  and  distinct  muscles ;  its  anterior  or  free  portion  is 
buried  in  part  in  an  excavation  on  the  floor,  immediately 
above  which,  is  the  entrance  to  the  oesophagus.  The  teeth, 
on  the  surface  of  the  tongue,  are  sharp  pointed,  elongated, 
and  somewhat  recurved,  arranged  in  lines  "  en  chevron,"  the 
apex  being  directed  backwards.  There  are  no  teeth  on  the 
median  line,  corresponding  to  the  axis  of  the  tongue,  and  in 
this  respect  it  differs  from  many  of  the  Pulmoniferous  Gastero' 
poda,  in  which  a  range  of  median  symmetrical  teeth  is  gener- 
ally found  to  exist. 

The  salivary  glands,  though  apparently  forming  but  a  single 
organ,  resemble  those  of  the  other  Pulmonifera,  in  having  a 
single  duct  to  each,  terminating  one  on  either  side  of  the 
oesophagus  at  its  origin  from  the  mouth,  (fig.  2,  c  c,)  but 
differs  from  them,  in  being  so  arranged  as  to  form  a  collar  or 
ring  through  which  the  oesophagus  passes. 

The  oesophagus,  (fig.  2,  b,)  commencing  on  the  upper  sur- 
face of  the  buccal  organ,  having  passed  through  the  salivary 
gland,  terminates  in  the  stomach  on  one  of  its  lateral  faces. 
The  stomach  consists  of  two  portions,  a  membranous,  and 
muscular,  d   and    e.      The  first  or  anterior   portion,  d,   is 

*  See  anatomical  descriptions  of  the  genera  LimaXf  HeliXy  and  TehennaphoruM. 
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▼oluminous,  of  an  irregular  form,  terminating  anteriorlj  in  a 
cul-de-sac  ;  and  posteriorly  becoming  very  much  contracted 
in  its  diameter,  and  ending  in  the  second  or  muscular  portion. 
This  last,  e,  is  verj  small,  compared  with  the  preceding,  and 
is  distinguished  by  its  thick  and  muscular  walls,  which  fonn 
an  irregular  triangular  mass.  Between  the  muscular  portion 
and  the  intestine  there  is  a  third  cavity,  «,  with  very  tbin 
parietes,  which  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  dilatation 
of  the  intestine  which  commences  here.  The  intestine  is  of 
an  uniform  size,  slightly  convoluted,  and  but  a  small  portion 
of  it  enveloped  by  the  liver;  its  terminal  portion  passing 
along  the  right  border  of  the  respiratory  sack,  terminates  in 
the  respiratory  or  face  under  the  anterior  edge  of  the  collar, 
(fig.  l,a). 

The  liver  is  less  voluminous  than  that  of  the  Helices,  is 
composed  of  a  larger  and  a  smaller  lobe,  (^  gy  fig.  2.)  the 
first  occupying  the  larger  portion  of  the  posterior  whorls  of 
the  shell.  Both  lobes  dischai^  their  secretions  into  the 
muscular  cavity  of  the  stomach,  by  one  and  the  same  duct ; 
in  the  genera  Limaxy  and  Helix,  there  are  two. 

The  kidney,  or  depuratory  organ,  is  attached  to  the  supe- 
rior walls  of  the  respiratory  sack,  and  is  remarkable  for  its 
elongated  form  ;  a  portion  of  it  is  shown  in  fig.  1 ,  c,  and  in 
fig.  3,  a,  it  is  shown  entire,  with  its  excretory  duct,  (6  6.)  The 
glandular  portion  has  a  crescentic  form,  lai^st  anteriorly, 
where  the  excretory  duct  commences.  The  excretory  duct 
passes  along  the  parietes  of  the  sack,  in  a  direction  parallel  to 
the  gland,  gradually  diminishing  in  size  for  a  short  distance, 
(fig.  3,  b  6,)  after  which  it  passes  to  the  rectum,  to  which  it 
becomes  loosely  united,  and  with  which  it  terminates  at  the 
respiratory  orifice.  Numerous  vessels  are  seen  on  the  surface 
of  the  respiratory  sack,  directed  towards,  and  connected  with 
the  organ  which  we  have  denominated  the  kidney,  on  the 
authority  of  Blainville,  and  others,  and  where  the  blood  is 
supposed  to  undergo  the  depuratory  process. 

The  respiratory  sack  (fig.  1,66  </,)  has  the  same  position 
as  in  the  Helices,  from  which  it  differs  but  little,  excepting  in 
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being  more  voluminous.  It  occupies  the  whole  of  the  anterior 
half  of  the  surface  of  the  viscera,  and  descending  on  the  left 
side  beneath  them  terminates  on  the  right  at  d. 

The  heart  and  pericardium  are  enclosed  in  the  respiratory 
sack,  but  are  less  closely  attached  to  the  kidney  than  in  the 
Helices. 

Nervous  SysTEM.     The  nervous  system  (fig.  4,)  consists 
of  the  supra  and   infra-oesophageal  ganglia  united  by  com- 
missures and  of  two  other  ganglia  much  more  minute,  united 
to  the  first  pair  by  very  delicate  filaments  ;    if  other  ganglia 
exist,  1  have  not  been  able  to  detect  them.     From  the  three 
pairs  just  mentioned,  are  given  off  nerves  to  the  different 
organs  of  the  body.     From   each   of  the  supraK£sophageal 
ganglia  are  given  off  two  nerves,  of  which  the  anterior  and 
smaller  is  sent  to  the  superior  or  occular  tentacle,  a,  and  the 
posterior  much  larger  than  the  preceding  to  the  third  pair  of 
tentacles  c,  but  which  in  its  course  gives  off  a  small  filament 
to  the  second  pair  6.     Other  filaments  more  minute  are  given 
off  from   the  superior  ganglia  to  the  parts  about  the  mouth. 
The  infra-oesophageal  ganglion  appears  to  be  composed  of 
several  smaller  ones  united  together  so  as  to  form  a  ring,  in 
the  centre  of  which  is  an  open  space  through  which  passes  a 
large  arterial  trunk  to  be  distributed  to  the  parts  about  the 
head  and    mouth."*^     The  superior  and  inferior  ganglia  are 
united  by  long  and  slender  commissures,  e,  each  of  which 
is  composed  of  three  filaments  distinct  from  each  other.     The 
ring  thus  formed  by  the  union  of  these  two  sets  of  ganglia 
embracing  the  buccal  organ,  is  remarkably  distinguished  by 
its  size,  from  the  same  part  in  Helix,  Limax,  Tebennophonu, 
Bulimm,  and    Vaginulus,  where  it  simply  embraces  the  oeso- 
phagus.    The   nerves  derived  from  the  lower  ganglion  are 
principally  locomotive  and  are  distributed  to  the   foot  and 
integuments.     The   third   pair   of  ganglia    (fig.   4,  g,)   are 
situated  on  the  upper  face  of  the  buccal  pouch,  near  the 
commencement  of  the  oesophagus  and  are  united  to  the  supra- 

*  A  similar  conformation  exists  in  the  genera  Limax,  Helix,  and  TlebennophoruSf 
but  I  hare  not  seen  it  described  in  any  treatise  on  the  subject. 
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oesophageal  ganglia,  by  two  very  delicate  commissures,  /; 
the  nerves  given  oflf  by  these  ganglia  all  appear  to  enter  the 
walls  of  the  buccal  organ,  and  are  all  very  minute. 

Genital  System.    The  testis  (fig.  5,  a,)  is  of  an  oval  fonn, 
is  not  imbedded  in  the  liver,  but  is  loosely    attached  to  its 
surface.     The   Mas  deferens,  6,  when   it  reaches    the  under 
surface  of  the  ovary  at  I/,  becomes  convoluted,   forming  a 
species  of  epididymis ;  it  is  continued  along  three  fourths  of 
the  whole  length  of  the  oviduct,  forming  a  glandular  looking 
band,  attached  to  its  side ;   at  Jr  it  separates  from  the  oviduct, 
in  the  form  of  a  simple  tube,/,  which  acquires  a  great  length, 
and  terminates  in  the  base  of  the  penis ;  this  terminal  portion 
of  the  vas  deferens  is  slightly  enlarged  near  its  commencement, 
otherwise  it  is  of  a  uniform  size.     The  penis,  g,  is  triangular 
at  its  base,  and  terminates  by  a  small  cylindrical  tube,  in  the 
cavity  common  to  it,  and  the  female  organs.     The  ovary,  d, 
and  the  oviduct,  c  c,  do  not  differ  materially  from  the  same 
organs  in  the  Helices.    The  vesicle,  e,  or  spermatheca  7  and  its 
duct  are  closely  connected  with  the  oviduct,  the  vesicle  itself 
being  in  contact  with  the  ovary.     The  length  of  the  duct  of 
the  spermatheca,  is  proportioned,  or  nearly  so,  to  that  of  the 
male  organ.     The  male  and  female  organs  terminate  in  a 
common   receptacle,  t,  which   opens   externally  at   a   short 
distance  posterior  to  the  upper  tentacles. 

Muscles.  All  the  muscles  except  one,  which,  by  their  action, 
retract  the  different  organs  within  the  body  of  the  animal,  or 
the  body  itself  within  the  cavity  of  the  shell,  have  their  origin 
from  the  columella,  where  they  are  all  collected  into  one  or 
two  bundles.  The  buccal  pouch  is  retracted  by  three  or 
four  slips  attached  to  its  posterior  extremity,  and  protruded  by 
two  others  (fig.  3,  a  a).  The  tentacles  are  each  provided  with 
a  retractor  muscle ;  also  the  male  organ,  the  muscle  of  which, 
as  in  the  Helices,  Achatina,  and  Buiimi,  is  attached  to  the 
floor  of  the^respiratory  cavity  ? 

The  anatomical  structure  of  G.  truncata  having  been  de- 

cribed    and  compared   with  some  of  the  other  genera    of 

Pulmonifera,  it  still  remains  to  institute  a  comparison  between 
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it  and  that  of  the  genera  Bulimus,  and  Achatina,  to  which 
it  is  more  intimately  allied,  and  with  which  it  has  been  con- 
founded. The  means  of  making  the  comparison  are  derived 
from  the  dissection  of  Achatina  perdix,  from  western  Africa, 
and  of  Bulimus  ovatus.  In  both  Bulimus  and  Achatina  the 
buccal  pouch  has  the  same  ovoidal  form  which  is  found  in 
nearly  all  the  genera  of  Pulmonifera ;  in  Glandina  it  is  so 
much  elongated  that  its  longitudinal  exceeds  many  times  its 
transverse  diameter.  There  exists  no  horny  beak,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  mouth  of  Glandina  ;  in  Bulimus  and  Achati- 
na,  it  is  large  and  denticulated  on  its  concave  or  cutting  edge. 
The  teeth  on  the  tongue  of  the  two  last  genera,  are  arranged 
in  transverse  lines,  extending  from  side  to  side  without  undu- 
lations, and  of  a  uniform  size,  and  obtusely  conical  shape, 
with  a  symmetrical  range  on  the  median  line ;  in  Glandina 
they  are  acute,  recurved,  smallest  towards  the  centre  and 
edges,  arranged  "  en  chevron,"  but  wanting  on  the  median 
line.  The  three  genera  are  provided  with  a  muscular  stomach 
or  gizzard,  but  Glandina  alone  has  the  membranous  portion 
terminating  anteriorly  in  a  cul-de-sac.  In  Glandina  the 
salivary  glands  form  a  distinct  collar  or  ring,  around  the  oeso- 
phagus ;  in  the  other  two  genera  they  are  separate,  as  in  the 
Helices.  In  Bulimus  and  Achatina,  the  anterior  lobe  of  the 
liver  is  the  largest ;  in  Glandina  it  is  smallest.  There  appears 
to  be  but  one  bile-duct  in  the  last,  and  there  exists  two  large 
ones  in  the  former.  The  third  pair  of  tentacles,  which  are  so 
prominent  in  Glandina,  are  represented  by  two  buccal  fringed 
lobes  in  Bulimus :  neither  tentacle  nor  lobe  exist  in  Achatina ; 
in  Bulimus,  as  in  Glandina,  these  are  provided  with  a  special 
nerve.  In  Achatina  the  male  organ  is  loosely  enveloped  in 
a  large  and  muscular  sheath,  which  does  not  exist  in  either  of 
the  other  genera. 

These  are  the  most  prominent  differences  between  Glandi- 
na ^nA  the  other  genera,  others  of  less  importance  also  exist ; 
but  those  which  have  been  enumerated  seem  to  be  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  that  the  genus  Glandina  canhot  be  con- 
founded with  either  of  the  others. 
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EXPLANATION  OP  FIGURES. 

Fig.  1 .     Animal  removed  from  the  shell,  organs  in  situ  i  a  a  the  collar ;  b  h  n»pin* 

lory  sack  ;  c  kidney  ;  d  termination  of  the  respiratory  sack  i  e  e  lirer. 
Fig.  2.  •  DLgeatice  organs ;   aa  buccal  pouch  ;   b  oesophagus  ;    c  e  salirary  glands 

and  ducts  ;    d  membranous  stomach  ;   e  gizzard  ;  J"  bile-duct ;  g-  g-  lobes  of  tk 

liver ;  h  h  intestine ;  i  dilatation  at  its  commencement ;  k  retractor  muscles  of  the 

mouth. 
Fig.  3.     Kidney ;    a  kidney  surrounded  by  the  vessels  rainifyiag  on  the  5ur£ux  of 

respiratory  sack  ;  b  excretory  duct ;  c  terminal  portion  of  intestine. 
Fig.  4.     Nervous  st/atem ;  a  upper  tentacle  ;  b  and  c  middle  and  lower  tentacles;  d 

supra- (Esopliageal  ganglia ;  e  commissures  between  the  last  and  iniia-cesopbageil 

ganglia ;  J"  filamentary  commissure  uniting  small  ganglia  g-  with  the  supenav 

ganglia. 
Fig.  6.     Organs  of  genera/ ion ;    a  testis ;  6  vas  deferens  ;    coriduct;  d  ovary  ;c 

vesicle  ;  /continuation  of  vas  deferens  ;  g  penis ;  A  retractor  muscle  ;  »  conunoo 

receptacle ;  k  k  duct  of  the  vesicle  or  spermatheca  ? 


ART.    XXXVI.  —  BEAUMONTITE    AND    LINCOLNITE     IDENTrCAL 
WITH  HEULANDITE.    By  Francis  Alger.    Read  October  5,  1843. 

There  is  a  too  prevalent  disposition  among  mineralogists,  as 
well  as  among  the  cultivators  of  other  departments  of  natural 
science,  to  add  something  new  to  the  catalogue  of  species. 
They  make  specific  diflerences  in  many  cases  where^  by  a 
fuller  investigation,  or  a  nicer  comparison  of  the  object  with 
that  which  most  nearly  resembles  it,  an  identity  might  be  at 
once  established  between  them,  and  the  science  not  be  bur- 
thened  with  so  many  new  names.  The  truth  of  what  I  now 
say,  has  been  shown  by  the  recent  examination  of  several 
minerals,  accredited  as  new,  which  have  been  found,  by  some 
of  the  German  and  Swedish  chemists,  to  be  varieties  of  other 
species,  or  in  some  cases,  mere  mechanical  mixtures.  A  very 
frequent  source  of  these  mistakes,  so  far  as  mineralogy  is  con- 
cerned, is  owing  to  a  scrupulous  regard  not  being  paid  to  the 
chemical  composition  of  the  substance  ;  this  being  the  essen- 
tial basis  of  mineralogy  as  a  true  science.  Another  cause 
may  be  traced  to  the  different  appearances,  which  the  same 
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mineral,  from  different  localities,  assumes  in  some  of  its  ex- 
ternal characters ;  appearing,  perhaps,  under  some  new  mod- 
ification of  its  primary  form. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  the  latter,  has  recently  been  pre- 
sented in  the  case  of'  the  mineral  examined  by  M.  Levy,  and 
named  Beaumontite.*  This  substance  has  long  been  familiar 
to  our  American  mineralogists,  as  the  associate  of  the  Hay- 
denite  found  near  Baltimore.!  It  has  now  become  exceedingly 
valuable,  principally  through  the  investigations  of  M.  Levy, 
who  has  thus  supposed  it  to  be  a  new  substance.  It  is  a  very 
beautiful  mineral,  and  being  extremely  scarce,  it  will  continue 
to  be  highly  prized  by  mineralogists,  both  here  and  abroad, 
even  if  it  should  prove  to  be  no  new  species,  but  only  a  rare 
modification  of  a  well  known  one.  I  believe  it  has  not  been 
described  in  any  of  our  late  treatises  on  mineralogy,  nor  am  I 
aware  that  any  notice  has  been  taken  of  it  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Science. 

On  comparing  the  crystals  of  this  substance,  with  several 
of  those  of  the  Hculandite  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  presented  a 
modification  rather  uncommon,  I  was  satisfied  that  they  were 
both  derived  from  the  similar  replacement  of  the  acute  lateral 
edges,  and  obtuse  solid  angles,  of  the  same  primary  right 
oblique  angled  prism  ;  the  planes/,  which  in  most  instances, 
are  small,  being  now  so  extended  as  to  reduce  the  length  of 
the  figure  to  nearly  the  same  dimensions  with  its  breadth  ; 
thus  giving  rise  to  what  might,  at  first  sight,  appear  to  be  a 
square  prism,  terminated  by  two  obtuse  four-sided  pyramids, 
resting  upon  the  opposite  lateral  faces  of  the  crystal,  as  I  have 
endeavored  to  represent  by  the  subjoined  figure  2.      The 

*  M.  Levy  read  his  paper  before  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  (L'Institut. 
1839,  No.  313,  p.  455.)  An  abstract  of  his  communication  may  be  seen  in  the  London 
and  Edinburgh  Phil.  Mag.  for  February,  1840. 

t  M,  Levy's  examination  of  the  HaydenUe,  has  confirmed  the  more  general  opinion 
among  mineralogists  of  its  simple  character.  By  some  it  had  been  allied  with 
chabaric ;  but  the  early  investigation  of  Dr.  Hayden,  showed  a  marked  disagree- 
ment between  them  in  chemical  composition,  and  Professor  Cleareland  has  proved 
to  be  correct  in  the  opinion  which  he  gave  of  it  in  the  first  edition  of  his  Mineralogy. 
Our  knowledge  of  this  mineral  will  soon  be  complete,  by  the  analysis  of  Mr.  B. 
Siiliman,  Jr.  who  now  has  it  in  hand. 
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planes  a  a',  being  carried  to  the  extreme,  so  as  to  entirelj 
obliterate  the  edge  formed  by  the  planes  M  and  T,  of  the 
right  oblique  prism,  fig.  I,  —  the  pyramids  thus  resulting  are 
very  beautiful  in  both  minerals,  particularly  in  the  Beaumon- 
tite,  and  they  present  the  same  characteristic  vitreous  lustre, 
contrasted  with  the  soft,  pearly  white  reflection  of  the  planes 
P,  which  we  always  observe  in  the  crystals  of  this  mineral 
from  other  localities.  Both  minerals,  however,  present  shades 
of  brown  and  yellow.  On  further  comparing  tkeir  hardness 
and  pyrognostic  characters,  and  failing  also  to  obtain  any 
other  cleavage  in  the  Baltimore  specimens,  than  that  well 
known  in  Heulandite,  I  could  have  but  little  doubt  that  M. 
Levy,  (unless  he  had  described  some  other  very  analogous 
mineral  from  this  locality,  which  I  have  not  seen,)  had  been 
misled  by  its  unusual  crystalline  form,  and,  instead  of  making 
known  a  new  species,  had  only  given  us  the  wrong  characters 
of  an  old  one.  I  am  sure  that  he  would  not  have  been  led 
into  a  mistake  of  this  kind,  had  the  crystals  examined  by  him 
presented  those  gradual  changes  which  have  ultimately  given 
rise  to  the  ^ure  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  primary  right 
square  prism  of  the  Beaumontite,  and  which  we  so  readily 
observe  in  the  crystals  from  Nova  Scotia. 

This  is  the  only  respect  in  which  the  Heulandite  from  Nova 
Scotia,  and  M.  Levy's  mineral,  differ  from  each  other ;  and 
it  is  in  reference  to  this  single  peculiarity  in  the  approximation 
of  the  crystals  of  the  Nova  Scotia  mineral  to  a  right  square 
prism,  that  it  has  hitherto  commanded  an  especial  interest 
among  our  mineralogists.  I  had  never  seen  the  decrement 
carried  so  completely  out  in  the  crystals  from  any  other  local- 
ity, until  these  beautiful  specimens  met  my  eye  from  Balti- 
more.    The  smaller  replacements  b  b\  which  are  often  seen 
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in  the  crystals  of  this  mineral  from  Faroe,  I  have  never  ob- 
served among  the  specimens  from  either  of  the  localities  here 
referred  to,  nor  from  any  locality  in  the  United  States.* 

To  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  two  minerals, 
I  requested  Mr.  J.  E.  Teschemacher  to  separate  some  of  the 
best  crystals  from  my  Baltimore  specimens,  and  subject  them 
to  measurement  by  the  reflecting  goniometer,  as  I  well  knew 
the  public  would  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  use  of  that 
instrument.  He  has  informed  me  that  P  on  P  gives  90°,  M 
on  T  130°,  M  on  o  143°  17^  P  on  a  111°  58^  and  adds  that 
he  has  no  doubt  the  mineral  is  Heulandite.  The  variation  in 
the  third  measurement  was  owing  to  the  imperfection  of 
the  surface.  We  have,  therefore,  every  reason  for  believing 
that  the  specific  nature  of  the  Beaumontite  of  M.  Levy,  can 
no  longer  be  maintained.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  same 
name,  in  honor  of  a  distinguished  French  naturalist,  Elie  de 
Beaumont,  had  already  been  applied  to  another  mineral  from 
Chessy,  in  France,  described  and  analyzed  by  my  friend,  Dr. 
Charles  T.  Jackson.f 

Lincolnite.  —  Prof.  Hitchcock,  in  his  Firuil  Report  %  an  the 
Geological  Survey  ef  Massachusetts,  has  given  the  desci^iptiy>n 
of  a  mineral  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Djeerfield,  which  he  has 
named  in  honor  of  the  late  governor  of  this  State.  Unfortu- 
nately, it  must  share  the  same  fate  with  Beaumontite,  though 
it  seems  less  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  a  new  species  ;  for 
in  every  respect  but  one,  viz.  its  not  being  replaced  on  the 
obtuse  solid  angles  by  the  planes  a,  as  shown  in  fig.  1,  it  is 
impossible  to  discover  any  dissimilarity  between  this  mineral 
and  Heulandite  ;  both  exhibiting  the  same  characters  before 
the  blowpipe,  the  same  color,  lustre,  hardness,  &c.  The 
crystals  of  Lincolnite  are  very  small,  usually  requiring  a 
microscope  in  their  examination,  and  they  have  their  acute 
lateral  edges  replaced  by  very  narrow  planes  /,  corresponding 
in  their  measurement  with  Heulandite.     But^  according  to 


*  See  fig.  2  in  Phillips's  Mineralogy,  Allan's  edition,  p.  26. 
t  American  Journal  of  Science,  Vol.  xxzvii.  p.  39d. 
t  Final  Report  die.,  p.  662. 
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Prof.  Hitchcock,  they  differ  from  Heulandite  in  the  proximate 
measurement  of  planes  M  on  T  about  10**  (being  120"*  instead 
of  130°)  as  determined  by  the  measurement  of  three  different 
crystals  with  the  common  goniometer.     It  must  be  confessed, 
that  the  comparison  of  one  set  of  characters   alone,  without 
some  other  corroborative  evidence,  —  especially  when,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  the  crystals  are  too  small  to  admit  of 
the  accurate  use  of  the  common  goniometer,  does  not  au- 
thorize the  making  of  a  new  species.     Having  received  a  few 
crystals  of  this  mineral  from  Prof.  Hitchcock,  I  also  requested 
Mr.  Teschemacher  to  measure  them.     The   results   showed 
the  same  agreement  with  the  recorded  measurements  of  W. 
Phillips,  and  have  therefore  established  the  true  nature  of  this 
mineral  beyond  any  doubt. 

I  would  remark  that  crystals,  precisely  like  those  described 
by  Prof.  Hitchcock,  have  lately  been  found  in  gneiss  on  New 
York  island,  and  apparently  in  the  same  rock,  associated  with 
phosphate  of  lime,  at  Suckasunny,  New  Jersey.*  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  the  radiated  or  fasciculated  mineral 
accompanying  these  crystals  is  stilbite,  and  not  a  variety  of 
Lincolnite  or  Heulandite,  as  Prof.  Hitchcock  supposes. 


ART.  XXXVII.  -  PROBABLE  INFLUENCE  OF  ICEBERGS  UPON  DRIFT. 
By  John  L.  Hayes,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.t 

At  a  time  when  the  attention  of  geologists  is  so  generally 
directed  to  observing  the  phenomena  of  drift,  and  especially 
when  the  agency  of  ice  is  deemed  so  important  to  explain 

•  Among  some  specimens  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Copenhagen, 
through  a  distinguished  friend  of  science,  Compte  de  Vargas  Bedemar,  I 
observed  precisely  the  same  modified  crystals  with  those  of  Lincolnite,  but 
no  near  approach  to  the  form  of  Beaumontite.  These  specimens  are  from 
Faroe,  a  region  which  the  Count  has  personally  examined. 

t  Originally  read  before  the  Association  of  American  Geologists  and 
Naturalists,  May,  1843. 
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these  phenomena,  it  seems  desirable  that  we  should  have  more 
extended  information  upon  the  natural  history  of  icebergs. 
To  obtain  the  desirable  information  upon  this  subject,  I  have 
directed  letters  to  various  nautical  gentlemen,  from  whom  I 
was  led  to  expect  information.  I  visited  New  Bedford,  the 
great  centre  of  the  American  whaling  business,  and  directed 
my  inquiries  to  the  masters  of  whaling  ships,  who  frequently 
encounter  icebergs  in  the  southern  latitudes.  I  visited  Ston- 
ington,  and  consulted  the  hardy  and  intelligent  men  who  have 
prosecuted  the  seal  fishery  in  the  Antarctic  regions,  and  who 
have  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  south  polar  regions 
than  any  men  living.  Besides  drawing  from  these  sources  of 
information,  I  have  conversed  with  many  masters  of  our  mer- 
chantmen and  Labrador  fishermen,  who  often  meet  the  ice 
upon  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland.  1  have  also  seen  three  or 
four  individuals  who  were  familiar  with  the  ice  in  the  Arctic 
Seas.  The  number  of  persons  whom  I  have  consulted  is 
nearly  a  hundred.  I  have  also  collected  such  facts  from  the 
authentic  published  accounts  as  might  bear  upon  the  subject 
of  my  inquiries. 

In  making  my  investigations,  I  have  been  scrupulously 
careful  to  consult  only  those  whose  general  reputation  would 
entitle  them  to  entire  credit,  and  have  principally  directed  my 
inquiries  to  the  masters  and  oflicers  of  vessels.  I  have  been 
influenced  by  no  attachment  to  a  particular  theory,  or  desire 
to  collect  an  imposing  mass  of  facts.  I  have  endeavored  to 
discharge  my  task  as  one  would  execute  a  judicial  commis- 
sion to  take  testimony ;  placing  down  alike  negative  and 
positive  evidence ;  rejecting  only  that  which  was  impertinent 
or  contradictory.  Those  who  have  attributed  so  many  of  the 
phenomena  of  drift  to  the  action  of  icebergs,  may  be  sur- 
prised at  the  small  number  of  facts  obtained  from  such  ample 
sources  of  information.  Yet  the  evidence  will  have  the 
same  scientific  value  as  if  many  more  positive  facts  were 
presented. 

The  present  inquiry  results  from  the  attention  which  has 
been  given,  within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  to  the  so  called 
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glacial  theoiy.     Within  that  period,  the  structure  of  ice,  its 
mode  of  formation  and  progression  in  those   mighty  masses 
which  hang   upon  the  mountain  sides  at  the   limit  of  per- 
petual snow,  its  abrading  and  transporting   influence,  have 
attracted  profound  attention.     A  distinguished  philosopher  of 
Edinburgh,  Prof.  Forbes,  who  expresses  the  importance  which 
has  been  attributed  to  this  subject,  remarks,  that  '^  the  glacial 
theory,  whether  it  regards  the  present  or  past  history  of  those 
mighty  and  resistless  vehicles  of  transport  and  degradation, 
yields  to  no  other  physical  speculation  of  the  present  day  io 
grandeur,  importance,  and  interest."     Since  our  last  meetii^, 
several  of  the  most  profound  philosophers  and  geologists  of 
Europe  have  encamped  for  weeks  upon  the  glaciers  of  the 
Alps,  to   explore   their  various  phenomena,  and  have  filled 
the  scientific  journals  with  their  acute,  though,  unfortunately, 
acrimonious  discussions  upon  the  glaciers. 

The  proper  glacial  theory,  as  originally  proposed,  which 
attributes  the  abrading  and  and  polishing  of  rocks,  the  trans- 
portation of  erratic  blocks,  and  the  formation  of  some  of  the 
peculiar  accumulations  or  ridges  of  gravel  and  bowlders  which 
occur  in  our  drift,  to  the  agency  of  mountain  glaciers,  has 
lost  the  favor  which  it  originally  received.  A  modification 
of  this  theory  has  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Murchison,  the 
President  of  the  London  Geological  Society,  in  his  late 
annual  address,  whose  views  are  nearly  the  same,  if  I  mistake 
not,  as  those  advocated  by  geologists  in  our  own  country. 
He  supposes  that  icefloes,  and  their  detritus,  might  be  set  in 
motion  by  the  elevation  of  the  Scandinavian  continent,  and 
the  consequent  breaking  up  of  the  great  glaciers  on  the 
northern  shores  of  a  sea  which  then  covered  all  the  flat  re- 
gions of  Russia;  that  the  bottoms  of  these  icebergs, extend- 
ing to  a  great  depth,  must  have,  every  here  and  there,  stranded 
upon  the  highest  and  most  uneven  points  of  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  and  that  the  lower  surface  of  the  iceberg,  like  the 
lower  surface  of  a  glacier,  would  score  and  grate  along  the 
rock. 

I  may  say,  in  short,  that  the  eflects  which  have  been  at- 
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tribuled  to  the  agency  of  icebergs  by  the  advocates  of  the 
aqueo-glacial  theory,  are,  the  transportation  of  earth  and  large 
fragments  of  rock,  the  abrading  and  furrowing  of  the  rocks, 
the  distortion  and  bending  of  strata  of  clay  and  sand,  the 
formation  of  bowl-shaped  cavities  by  the  rotatory  movement 
of  the  stranded  berg,  and  the  formation  of  accumulations,  or 
ridges  of  bowlders  and  gravel,  like  the  moraines  which  border 
the  glaciers.  We  must  reason  from  actual  to  ancient  causes, 
and,  to  ascertain  the  soundness  of  these  views,  must  study  the 
phenomena  of  icebergs  in  our  present  seas. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  present  the  facts  which  I  have 
collected. 

I.  As  to  the  mode  of  formation  of  icebergs,  their  original 
position,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  detached. 

II.  The  magnitude  and  form  of  those  floating  at  sea. 

III.  The  direction,  rate  and  nature  of  movement,  the 
limits  of  their  transport,  their  grounding  and  dissolution. 

IV.  Positive  and  negative  testimony  as  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  fragments  of  rock,  bowlders,  mud,  and  earth. 

I.  The  islands  of  ice  which  are  seen  at  sea,  and  receive 
the  name  of  icebergs,  have  been,  without  doubt,  originally 
detached  from  the  glaciers  of  the  north  and  south  polar  shores. 
The  term  Iceberg  was  originally  given  to  the  glaciers  of 
Spitzbcrgen  and  Greenland,  and  is  now  applied  by  the  South 
Sea  sealers  and  whalers  to  the  glaciers  of  the  South  Shetlands, 
South  Georgia,  Sandwich  Land,  and  Terra  del  Fuego.  Scores- 
by,  the  most  accurate  writer  upon  the  Arctic  Seas,  says  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  icebergs  that  occur  in  Davis's  Strait  are 
merely  fragments  of  large  glaciers  which  exist  in  great  num- 
bers on  the  coast  forming  the  borders  of  Baffin's  Bay.  These 
glaciers  fill  immense  valleys,  and  extend,  in  some  places,  sev- 
eral miles  into  the  sea.  In  others,  they  form  a  precipitous 
edge  at  the  general  line  that  forms  the  coast. 

In  Greenland,  according  to  Graab,  the  long  narrow  bays  or 
fiords,  like  broad  rivers,  run  far  up  amid  the  lofty  mountains 
or  table-lands  of  the  interior.     The  vast  plains  of  the  interior 
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abut  upon  these  fiords ;  hence  the  greater  number  are  closed 
by  a  glacier,  close  to  which  the  water  has  often  a  depth  of 
several  hundred  fathoms.  Several  of  the  inlets  are  now  com- 
pletely filled  up,  and  at  others  the  ice  projects  far  out  into  the 
waves,  forming  a  considerable  promontory. 

1  have  obtained  from  Mr.  Fernald,  of  Portsmouth,  a  gen- 
tleman  of   great  intelligence,  and   of   remarkably  accurate 
habits  of  observation,  a  statement  prepared   from  a  minute 
journal  of  the  facts  observed  by  him,  in  relation  to  ice,  during 
a  residence  of  fifteen  months  among  the  islands   of  South 
Georgia  and  Sandwich  Land.     He  observes  that  '^  the  Island 
of  South  Georgia,  lying  in  latitude  54"*  3(y,   is  deeply  in- 
dented with  bays,  some  of  them  so  deep  on  opposite  sides  as 
almost  to  meet  in  the  centre.     Many  of  the  bays  have  large 
icebergs  at  their  head,  not  yet  free  from  the  shores.     During 
our  stay  there,"  he  says,  "  I  visited  many  of  the   icebergs. 
They  were  all  formed  in  the  valleys,  at  the  head  or  sides  of 
the  bays,  between  the  mountains,  and  make  off  into  the  sea. 
The  snow  falls  to  great  depths  on  the  mountains  and  valleys. 
The  rays  of  the  low  summer  sun,  not  reaching  the  snow  in 
the  valleys,  melts  it  on  the  tops  and  sides  alone  of  the  moun- 
tains.    The  streams  running  down  upon  the  great  body  of 
snow  in  the  valleys,  and   congealing  every  successive  year, 
add  annually  a  new  covering,  until  the  whole  space  between 
the  mountains  inland,  and  on  the  side  next  the  bay,  presents 
a   perpendicular  and  sometimes  overhanging  mass,   several 
hundred  feet  high  above  the  water,  and  a  mile  or  two  in 
length." 

He  further  remarks,  "  In  our  cruise  we  searched  some  of 
the  islands  at  Sandwich  Land.  In  some  places  the  ice  made 
from  the  tops  of  the  highest  hills  down  into  the  sea.  In  one 
place,  in  particular,  the  sea  had  washed  in  under  the  ice  as 
far  as  we  could  see,  and  this  huge  body  of  ice,  four  or  five 
hundred  feet  in  height  on  its  face,  and  a  mile  or  two  in  length, 
hung,  not  touching  the  beach  by  four  or  five  feet,  except  at 
the  sides  of  the  mountains  where  it  formed.  The  face  next 
the  sea  was  nearly  perpendicular." 
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Nearer  the  south  pole,  the  glaciers  are  not  seen  in  the 
valleys  and  between  the  mountains  alone,  but  along  the  whole 
shore.  Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton,  of  Stonington,  who 
cruised  Palmer's  Land  for  some  hundred  miles,  and  who, 
indeed,  sent  Palmer  to  explore  the  continent  which  has  re- 
ceived his  name,  informed  me  that  the  ice  rises  from  the 
shore,  in  some  places,  apparently  1500  feet;  while,  in  the 
interior,  the  mountains  rise  like  the  Andes.  The  land  is  so 
concealed  by  the  ice,  that  only  a  point  is  here  and  there  seen. 
In  the  account  of  the  Expedition  of  the  Astrolabe,  D'Urville 
says,  that  in  passing  along  the  newly-discovered  continent  of 
Adelie,  they  skirted,  for  twenty  leagues,  a  perfectly  vertical 
wall  of  ice,  elevated  120  to  130  feet  above  the  waves,  whose 
surface  was  perfectly  level.  Here  we  have  the  source  of 
some  of  the  enormous  level  icebergs  of  which  I  shall  hereafter 
speak.  In  other  places,  a  coast  was  presented  from  12  to 
1800  feet  in  height,  which  was  completely  levelled  upon  its 
summit  by  the  ice  and  snow,  having  only  ravines  and  bays 
along  the  shores.  Captain  Ross  describes  the  glaciers  on  the 
coast  seen  by  him  in  the  70th  degree  of  south  latitude,  as  pro- 
jecting many  miles  into  a  deep  ocean,  and  presenting  a  per- 
pendicular face  of  clifls. 

The  fixed  icebergs  of  the  northern  and  southern  polar  re- 
gions being  proper  glaciers,  we  must  expect  to  find  them 
governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  exhibiting  the  same  general 
phenomena,  as  the  glaciers  of  the  alpine  summits  which  have 
been  so  thoroughly  explored. 

Like  the  glacier,  the  fixed  iceberg  is  formed  by  the  yearly 
accession  of  the  winter's  snow,  which  is  transformed  into  nhk 
or  granular  snow,  or,  as  Mr.  Emmons  calls  it,  metamorphic 
snow,  and  then  into  glacial  ice,  by  the  absorption  and  con- 
gelation of  the  rain  or  water,  which  proceeds  from  the  melting 
of  the  neve  or  snow.  In  the  Antarctic  regions,  the  annual 
accession  must  be  very  great.  Mr.  Davison,  of  Stonington, 
informs  me  that,  when  they  first  reach  the  South  Shetlands, 
after  seal,  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  the  snow  upon 
the  islands  is  nearly  twenty  feet  deep.     Even  as  far  north  as 
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South  Geoi^ia,  according  to  Mr.  Fernald,  the  depth  of  snow 
from  a  single  fall  in  winter  is  often  over  five  feet. 

Intelligent  observers,  as,  for  instance,  the  commander  of 
the  French  Exploring  Expedition,  have  found  it  difficult  to 
account  for  the  formation  of  the  glacial  ioe,  as  no  marks  of 
stratification  from  the  annual  deposit  were  seen  by  him  in  the 
southern  glaciers.  But  this  appearance,  as  is  shown  by  the 
observers  of  the  Swiss  glaciers,  is  replaced  by  a  new  struc- 
ture which  the  glacial  ice  assumes  in  the  course  of  its  forma- 
tion. This  is  a  vertically-veined  and  ribboned  structure  of 
blue  and  white  ice,  resulting  from  an  alternation  of  more  or 
less  compact  bands  of  ice,  their  breadth  varying  from  a  small 
fraction  of  an  inch  to  several  inches. 

The  imbedding  of  bowlders  and  fragments  of  rock  is  a 
well-known  phenomenon  of  the  Swiss  glaciers.  De  Martens, 
in  his  memoir  upon  the  glaciers  of  Spitzbergen,  says  that 
blocks  of  rock  exist  at  the  surface  and  in  the  interior  of  the 
glaciers  or  fixed  icebergs  of  that  island.  Mr.  Fernald  ob- 
serves that,  while  at  South  Oeorgia,  he  visited  an  iceberg  in 
a  valley  several  hundred  acres  in  extent.  It  was  mostly  cov- 
ered with  small  stones,  that  appeared  to  have  been  washed 
down  from  the  tops  and  sides  of  the  mountains.  This  ice- 
berg was  nearly  level,  and  about  fifty  feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  sea.  It  was  full  of  chasms,  running  in  all  directions, 
some  thirty  or  forty  feet  deep.  He  remarked,  at  the  time, 
that  one  of  them  was  large  enough  to  drive  a  cart  through. 
The  water  was  pouring  down  the  mountain-sides,  at  the  head 
of  the  iceberg,  into  the  chasms,  in  streams  large  enough  to 
turn  a  cotton-mill.  This  was  in  midsummer.  He  aAerwards 
visited  this  glacier  in  winter ;  every  chasm  was  filled  up^  and 
the  whole  iceberg  had  a  new  face. 

Captain  William  Pendleton,  of  Stonington,  remarked  to 
me,  before  I  called  his  attention  to  the  subject,  that  there  was 
something  very  singular  about  the  ice  of  the  South  Shetlands. 
This  was,  that  there  would  be  often  seen  large  rocks  and 
pieces  of  stone  projecting  from  the  cliff  of  ice  which  formed 
the  shores,  some  of  them  of  many  tons  weight.     These  rocks 
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had  often  particularly  attracted  his  attention,  and  he  could 
not  account  for  their  being  so  found.  Mr.  Thomas  Davison, 
of  Stonington,  also  informed  me  that  he  had  seen  rocks  of 
several  tons  weight  in  the  side  of  a  fixed  iceberg,  where  a 
portion  had  fallen  oflf. 

The  glaciers  of  the  South  Shetlands  and  Sandwich  Land 
are  frequently  covered  with  earth  and  sand,  which  appear 
to  be  often  of  a  volcanic  character. 

Captains  William  and  Benjamin  Pendleton,  Messrs.  William 
Ash,  and  Thomas  Davison,  of  Stonington,  have  separately 
described  to  me  a  singular  phenomenon,  which  was  observed 
upon  the  high  glaciers  of  the  South  Shetlands,  at  the  height 
of  several  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  se^.  In  many 
places,  near  the  immense  fissures  which  occur  in  those  glaciers, 
are  seen  piles  of  black  earth  and  sand.  These  p^les  or  heaps 
of  earth  appeared  precisely  as  if  they  had  been  carted  find 
dropped  in  various  places  along  the  ice.  Immediately  bejlpw 
the  earth,  the  hard  blue  ice  could  be  seen,  in  the  fissures,  ex- 
tending down  hundreds  of  feet.  This  phenomenon,  I  thiq^^ 
*  must  be  peculiar  to  volcanic  regions  like  the  Sbet|ands.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  account  for  the  peculi9.r  form  and  posir 
tion  of  these  piles  of  sfind  without  the  supposition  of  volcanic 
action. 

The  low  glaciers  would  seem  to  be  niqre  thoroughly  cov- 
ered. Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton  informed  me  that,  in 
1821,  he  lost  a  seaii^mn  at  the  South  Shetlands,  and,  with 
a  gang  of  twelve  men,  went  ashore  upon  one  of  the  islands 
to  bury  him  in  the  earth.  They  dqg  in  a  great  many  places 
through  the  bl^e  sand  and  earth  ;  ,t)ut,  after  digging  six  or 
eight  inches,  invariably  came  to  the  blue  solid  ice.  They  cut 
a  hole  in  the  ice,  ipto  which  they  placed  the  body,  covering 
it  with  sand  and  ice,  placing  up  a  board,  alas !  the  sailor's 
only  monument,  to  mark  the  spot.  In  1832,  eleven  years 
after,  Captain  Barnum  dug  the  body  from  the  ice,  find  found 
the  body  and  clothes  appearing  as  if  they  had  been  Just  de- 
posited. 

Mr.  Fernald  visited  a  volcanic  island  in  Sandwich  Land, 
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whose  centre  was  occupied  by  a  very  high  peak  covered  with 
ice.  The  shores  were  covered  with  scoriae  and  volcanic 
ashes,  which  appeared  as  if  they  had  been  recently  deposited; 
for  in  some  places  smoke  or  gas  was  seen  escaping.  Tliey 
dug  into  the  scoriae  and  sand  to  the  depth  of  a  foot  or 
n)ore,  to  find  the  source  of  the  smoke,  and  found  that  the 
scoria)  and  sand  were  but  a  superficial  covering  for  the  hard 
ice,  which  extended  from  the  central  peak  to  the  sea. 

If  we  review  the  facts  now  presented,  we  have  exhibited 
the  phenomena  of  fixed  icebergs  or  glaciers,  strewed  with 
stones  transported  from  the  mountains,  and  covered  with  a 
new  deposit  of  ice  and  snow ;  large  blocks  of  stone,  in  the 
perpendicular  wall  of  the  iceberg,  overhanging  the  sea ;  piles 
of  sand  on  the  high  glaciers;  sand  and  volcanic  scoriae  co?- 
ering  the  low  glaciers  upon  the  borders  of  the  sea ;  and  a 
body  preserved  for  years  from  decay  in  the  solid  ice,  and 
which  might  there  remain  thousands  of  years,  like  the  elephant 
of  Siberia.  We  have  only  to  conceive  of  the  increase  of 
the  low  glaciers  by  the  causes  already  indicated,  and  of  the^ 
advance  of  all  the  ice  which  contains  these  extraneous  mate- 
rials into  the  deep  seas  which  wash  the  polar  coasts,  of  por- 
tions being  detached,  and  floating  into  northern  seas,  to  have 
in  action,  in  our  own  day,  the  power  which  is  supposed  to 
have  transported  the  materials  of  the  drift  from  the  ancient 
mountain-sides. 

The  supposition  above  made,  that  the  glaciers,  situated  as 
those  above  described,  might,  in  time,  reach  the  sea,  and  be 
floated  from  the  shore,  will  not  appear  improbable,  when  we 
consider  the  manner  in  which  the  glaciers  advance,  and  the 
separation  of  the  iceberg  from  the  shore.  Upon  this  difficult 
subject,  the  researches  of  Charpentier,  Agassiz,  Forbes,  and 
others,  on  the  glaciers  of  the  Alps,  have  thrown  much  light* 
The  glaciers  of  the  Alps  and  Spitzbergen  are  filled  with  innu- 
merable fissures,  produced,  as  Agassiz  conjectures,  by  the 
expansion  of  compressed  bubbles  of  air  within  the  ice.  These 
fissures  are  generally  parallel  with  the  front  face  of  the  glacier ; 
larger  fissures  or  crevices  are  produced  during  summer.     The 
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innumerable  fissures  render  the  glaciers  porous  and  permeable 
to  water.  The  dilatation  of  the  water  freezing  in  the  crev- 
ices, constantly  tends  to  the  enlargement  of  the  glacier,  which 
must  advance  in  the  direction  where  there  is  the  least  resist- 
ance. Although,  in  some  cases,  the  weight  will  add  to  its 
progression,  it  is  owing  to  this  expansion,  principally,  that,  at 
certain  seasons,  the  glaciers  constantly  tend  to  advance.  It 
would  seem  that  fissures,  precisely  analogous  to  those  of  the 
Alps  and  Spitzbergen,  are  seen  on  the  glaciers  or  fixed  ice- 
bergs of  the  Antarctic  regions. 

Captains  Pendleton,  Messrs.  Ash  and  Davison,  and  Captain 
Frederick  G.  Low,  of  Gloucester,  all  speak  of  the  enormous 
fissures  or  chasms  which  are  found  on  the  surface  of  the 
glaciers,  at  the  height  of  many  hundred  feet  above  the  sea. 
These  fissures  are  described  as  running  parallel  with  the 
shore,  and  are  often  several  miles  in  length.  The  observers 
have  particularly  noted  their  length  and  width,  from  being 
often  obliged  to  walk  along  them  for  a  great  distance  before 
finding  a  place  narrow  enough  to  be  crossed  in  safety.  Cap- 
tain Barn  ham  judged  that  they  were  sometimes  over  five 
hundred  feet  deep,  as  he  has  been  unable  to  see  the  bottom 
when  looking  down.  Captain  Low  informs  me,  by  letter, 
that  he  measured  the  depth  of  one  eighteen  inches  wide,  into 
which  he  fell  when  the  ice  was  covered  with  snow,  although 
he  saved  himself  by  extending  his  arms,  and  found  it  seventy- 
five  feet  deep.  The  description  given  by  all,  of  the  extreme 
beauty  of  the  azure  light  reflected  from  the  walls  of  the 
fissures,  strikingly  reminds  one  of  the  accounts,  given  by 
Agassiz  and  others,  of  the  same  appearance  in  the  fissures  of 
the  Swiss  glaciers,  a  peculiarity  of  color  which  Agassiz  says 
is  witnessed  only  in  the  mountain  waters. 

Prof.  Forbes  says  that  these  singular  vaults  on  the  Alps 
have  all  the  grotesque  varieties  of  outline  which  are  so  much 
admired  in  calcareous  caverns,  but  which  here  show  to  far 
greater  advantage,  in  consequence  of  their  exquisite  transpa- 
rency and  lustre,  and  from  being  illuminated,  instead  of  by  a 
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few  candles,  by  the  magical  light  of  a  tender  green,  whicb 
issues  from  the  very  walls  of  the  crystal  chambers. 

Men  and  dogs  have  often  been  lost  in  these  fissures  whiFe 
crossing  the  glaciers,  when  they  were  covered  with  snom. 
The  sealers  use  the  precaution  of  passing  a  small  rope  around 
their  waists,  to  be  held  by  their  companions  when  crossing 
the  glaciers,  which  are  covered  with  snow. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  relating  an  anecdote  of  a  remarka- 
ble escape,  which  was  told  me  by  several  individuafs  who 
knew  the  fact.  A  young  man  from  Stonington,  who  visited 
the  South  Shetlands  on  a  se^lmg  voyage,  was  anxious  to  ex- 
plore one  of  the  glaciers;  as  he  could  hot  induce  his  com- 
rades to  accompany  him,  he  started  alone.  While  walking 
on  the  surface  of  the  glacier,  which  was  then  covered  with 
snow,  he  fell  into  a  fissure,  to  the  depth,  as  was  supposed,  of 
over  a  hundred  feet.  He  was  so  much  bruised  and  injured 
by  the  fall,  that  he  remained  senseless,  it  was  supposed,  some 
hours.  Upon  reviving,  he  found  hirtiself  wedged  between 
the  walls  of  the  narrowing  chasm.  His  first  feelii^  was  re- 
gret that  he  had  not  befen  instantly  killed,  as  there  appeared 
lib  mode  of  escape.  Btit,  as  he  thought  of  dying  in  such  a 
manner  that  his  friends  would  never  know  of  the  place  or 
Alannet  of  his  death,  he  deterrifiined  to  make  an  effort  to  save 
his  life.  Taking  his  jacknifo,  he  begah  to  cot  step>s  for  his 
feet  in  one  side  of  the  ^11,  while  he  ji^lished  himself  up  with 
his  back.  He  continued  cutting  nhtil  his  fingers  were  com- 
pletely laderated  by  hard,  sharp  ice,  attd  until  the  chasm  be- 
came so  wide  thai  he  could  jrfst  reach  the  ice  with  his  knife. 
However,  he  at  length  reached  the  surface,  and  was  found  by 
his  comrades  crawling  along  the  glacier,  tWenty-four  hours 
after  he  had  fallen.  Although  he  thus  wonderfully  escaped 
with  his  life,  he  was  so  lacerated  and  bruised  that  he  was  unfit 
for  labor  for  several  months.  As  my  informant  said,  tm  one 
but  a  man  of  remarkable  spirit  and  strength  would  have  liad 
the  energy  to  save  himself  under  such  circumstances. 

The  same  expansive  power  existmg  in  the  glaciers  of  the 
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polar  regions  as  in  those  of  the  Alps,  they  must  be  constantly 
advancing  into  the  sea,  as  the  glaciers  of  the  Alps  do  along 
the  valleys.  It  is  well  known  that,  on  the  Alps,  these  pro- 
longations of  the  winter-world  above  are  protruded  into  the 
midst  of  warm  and  pine-clad  slopes  and  green  sward,  and 
sometimes  reach  even  the  borders  of  cultivation.  As  Prof. 
Forbes  says,  the  very  huts  of  the  peasantry  are  sometimes 
invaded  by  this  moving  ice ;  and  many  persons  now  living 
have  seen  the  full  ears  of  corn  touching  the  glacier,  or  gath- 
ered ripe  cherries  from  the  tree  with  one  foot  standing  on 
the  ice. 

The  deep  seas,  which  are  always  found  near  such  moun- 
tainous coasts,  readily  float  away  those  masses  which  become 
detached.  No  one  whom  I  have  particularly  examined  has 
ever  witnessed  the  actual  separation  of  those  vast  islands 
which  are  found  floating,  and  of  which  I  shall  hereafter  speak. 
But,  from  the  accounts  of  all  those  who  have  visited  the 
southern  glaciers,  immense  masses  are  constantly  falling  from 
the  ice-clifls,  which  are  floated  away  by  the  sea.  Captain  Benja- 
min Pendleton  informs  me  that  he  has  seen  the  ice  fall  from  a 
cliflT  for  the  length  of  half  a  mile.  The  noise  made  by  the 
bursting  of  the  glacier  and  fall  of  ice  is  compared  to  thunder. 
When  the  sealers  first  visited  the  South  Shetlands,  they  sup- 
posed the  noise  made  by  the  bursting  of  the  iceberg  was  oc- 
casioned by  shocks  of  an  earthquake.  The  harbors  and  bays 
in  which  the  sealers  lie  are  often  filled  in  this  manner  by  the 
fall  of  ice.  Mr.  Curtis,  of  Portsmouth,  who  was  with  Mt. 
Fernald  in  South  Georgia,  stated  to  me,  that  on  one  occasion 
they  put  into  Merry's  Bay,  on  South  Georgia.  The  sea  and 
the  harbor,  when  they  put  in,  was  entirely  free  from  ice.  The 
next  morning,  the  bay  was  so  filled  with  ice  that  fell  during 
the  night  that  they  could  not  get  out  to  sea.  They  went  upon 
the  hills  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  and,  although  the  weather 
was  clear,  could  see  ice  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

It  is  a  fact,  which  should  be  remembered  in  connection 
with  the  object  of  our  inquiries,  that  the  greater  portion  of 
the  ice  falling  from  the  glacier,  consists  of  comparatively  small 
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masses  ;  a  large  portion  of  the  ice  would  be  dissolved  or 
broken  up  before  being  transported  to  a  great  distance  from 
its  source.  For,  though  smaller  masses  would  be  tossed  about 
by  the  winds  and  waves,  and  might  be  easily  dashed  to  pieces 
on  the  shore,  a  large  portion  of  the  foreign  materials  of  the 
glacier,  being  detached  with  the  smaller  masses  of  ice,  would 
be  dropped  within  a  comparatively  short  distance  from  the 
glacier. 

An  interesting  phenomenon,  connected  with  the  fall  of  ice 
in  the  glacial  seas,  is  the  formation  of  enormous  waves  by  the 
sudden  displacement  of  large  masses  of  water.      Captain  Low 
informs  me,  in  his  letter,  that  the  ice  in  the  harbor  where  be 
lay,  was  from  three  hundred  to  a  thousand   feet  high ;  and 
that,  whenever  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  ice,  it  made  so  much 
swell   that  the  ship  would  roll  three  or  four  streaks.     Mr. 
Fernald  says  that,  in  one  of  the  bays  of  South  Georgia,  where 
there  was  a  large  fixed  iceberg  or  glacier,  which  he  judged  to 
be  four  hundred  feet  high,  they  landed  from  the  boat  to  search 
the  beaches  for  seal.     The  boat  was  hauled  up  on  the  beach, 
her  stern  just  touching  the  water,  when  a  large  piece  fell  from 
the  iceberg  into  the  bay,  and  made  such  a  sea  as  to  throw  the 
boat  sixteen  feet  upon  the  beach.     The  bay  was  at  this  place 
a  mile  wide.     This  statement  is  corroborated  by  two  other 
individuals  of  the  same  party,  who  well  remember  the  fact 
Mr.  Darwin  speaks  of  a  great  wave  produced  by  the  fall  of 
ice  in  Terra  del  Fuego,  which  he  witnessed,  and  justly  re- 
marks that  the  waves  formed  by  the  fall  of  ice  must  be  a 
powerful  agent  in  rounding  and  sweeping  together  large  frag- 
ments of  rocks,  and  likewise  in  wearing  away  projecting  por- 
tions.    They  must  also  be  powerful  agents  in  lifting  up  and 
bearing  away  large  icebergs  already  loosened,  in  breaking  to 
pieces  the  smaller  bergs,  in  purging  the  larger  icebergs  from 
the  extraneous  matters  with  which  they  may  be  loaded,  and 
in  loosening  and  detaching  fragments  of  rock  —  effects  which 
we  shall  hereafter  see  must  often  have  been  produced  on  ice, 
at  no  great  distance  from  their  place  of  departure. 
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II.  As  the  aqueo-glacial  theory  of  drift  supposes  the  ice- 
bergs of  the  ancient  seas  to  have  been  agents  of  enormous 
power,  we  may  judge  of  the  probability  of  these  conjectures 
by  inquiring  as  to  the  magnitude  and  form  of  those  found 
floating  in  our  present  oceans. 

Tliose  which  come  from  Baffin's  Bay,  although  often  of 
great  height,  appear  to  be  of  less  extent  than  those  seen  south 
of  the  equator.  Captain  Crocker,  of  New  Bedford,  measured, 
with  his  sextant,  one  which  was  aground  upon  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland,  and  found  it  to  be  two  hundred  and  forty-four 
feet  in  height,  and  half  a  mile  in  length.  Parry  counted  from 
his  deck,  at  one  time,  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  three  ice- 
bergs, some  of  them  from  one  to  two  hundred  feet  in  height. 
Captain  Ross,  in  Baffin's  Bay,  saw  seven  hundred  in  sight  at  one 
time,  and  several  aground  together,  in  250  fathom,  1500  feet. 
Those  found  in  the  Southern  Ocean  are  of  vast  dimensions. 
Several  have  spoken  to  me  of  icebergs  which  they  judged  to  be 
three  or  four  miles  long.  Captain  William  Beck,  of  New 
York  State,  informed  me  that,  in  1835,  in  latitude  46°,  he 
saw  an  iceberg  which  must  have  been  from  five  to  ten  miles 
long.  His  own  impression,  and  that  of  the  master  of  the 
ship,  was  that  it  was  no  less  than  ten  miles  in  length ;  when 
they  first  saw  it,  they  supposed  it  to  be  land.  They  were  an 
hour  and  forty  minutes  in  sailing  by  it  with  a  good  wind. 
Mr.  Fernald  and  Mr.  Curtis  saw  one  near  South  Georgia 
which  they  judged  to  be  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  in  length, 
as  they  were  several  hours  in  rowing  by  it  in  a  six-oared  boat. 

The  estimates,  made  without  actual  admeasurement,  cannot 
be  much  relied  upon,  although  I  am  inclined  to  think  those 
given  by  my  informants  have  been  rather  within,  than  beyond 
the  truth.  It  will  be  interesting  to  refer  .to  admeasurements 
carefully  made  by  the  oflicers  of  the  French  Exploring  Expe- 
dition. I  found  that  ten  icebergs,  whose  dimensions  were 
given  in  one  of  the  charts  accompanying  the  account  of  the 
Expedition  of  the  Astrolabe,  were  between  90  and  150  feet 
in  height.  Four  were  between  180  and  225  feet  in  height. 
Sixteen,  which,  with    two  exceptions,  were  over   100   feet 
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high,  were  from  about  4000  to  6500  feet  in  breadth.     Cap- 
tain D'Urville  remarks  that,  in  going  towards   the   west,  they 
had  already  seen  some  icebergs  of  fine  dimensions,  attaining 
from  about   two  miles   and  a*  half  to   five  raiies  in  length, 
not  to  speak  of  their  breadth.     But,  on  the  20th   of  Feb- 
ruary,  they    passed    one    which,    having    been     accurately 
measured,  they  found  to  be  a  compact  mass,  11^000  toises, 
over  13  miles,  in  length,  and  100  feet  high,  with    walls  per- 
fectly vertical.     When   we  remember   that    the    submerged 
portions  of  these  icebergs  must  be  from  six  to  eight  times 
more   considerable   than  the  portion  which  is  visible,  —  for 
the   experiments  upon  the  weight  of  ice   give    about  these 
proportions,  —  we  may  be  truly  astounded  at  their  magnitude. 
We  may  see  in  these  floating  ice-rocks,  when  fairly  set  io 
motion,  an   agency  of  almost  resistless   mechanical    power. 
The  ploughing  up,  or  levelling  and  pushing  along  the  loose 
materials   composing   the  shoals,  which  their  lower  portions 
•might  touch,  the  piling  up  of  sand  and  pebbles  along  their 
sides  and  extremities,  and  the  grating  and  binding  of  rocks 
and  beds  of  clay,  are  eflects  which  we  may  readily  conceive 
to  have  been  produced  by  them. 

We  cannot  omit  to  allude  to  the  various  and  picturesque 
forms  which  icebergs  exhibit,  although,  perhaps,  no  connec- 
tion may  be  traced  between  their  forms  and  the  mechanical 
effects  attributed  to  them.  Every  variety  of  form  may  be 
seen,  from  the  huddled,  peaked,  and  furrowed  surface,  to  a 
uniform  plain.  To  one  observer,  the  marvellous  spectacle 
which  their  fantastic  forms  present,  recalls  the  palaces  of 
crystal  and  diamonds,  so  common  in  fairy  tales;  another 
ibeholds  merely  ap  island,  with  level  summit  and  vertical 
walls,  resembling  cliiTs  of  chalk,  in  which  he  seeks  in  vain  for 
the  picturesque  beauty  which  he  has  heard  described.  The 
remarkable  resemblances,  which  have  been  noticed  in  these 
ice-islands,  cannot  exist  merely  in  imagination ;  for  the  ac- 
count given  me  by  a  rough,  old  whaler,  who  could  see  Amster- 
dam and  Rotterdam,  with  their  steeples,  balcopies,  and  por- 
ticoes, in  the  icebergs  which  beset  his  .vessel,  is  repeated  ,by 
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the  polished  French  navigator,  who  says  that,  as  the  sun 
shone  upon  the  ice  of  the  Antarctic,  it  appeared  like  an  im- 
mense  city,  with  its  palaces,  its  domes,  and  its  towers. 

III.  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  facts  which  will 
serve  to  explain  the  mechanical  power  of  moving  icebergs, 
and  consider  the  nature  and  rate  of  their  movement,  their 
overturning  and  stranding. 

All  the  observers  whom  I  have  examined,  speak,  without 
exception,  of  the  extreme  slowness  and  steadiness  of  the 
motion  of  lai^e  floating  bergs.  Nearly  all  say  that  they  ap- 
pear to  be  wholly  unmoved  by  the  winds  or  waves,  aVthough 
one  or  two  say  that  they  appear  to  be  very  slowly  moved  by 
the  wind.  Scoresby  says  that,  in  the  strongest  gales,  they  are 
not  perceptibly  moved.  Mr.  Fernald  remarks  that  the  motion 
of  large  icebergs  is  imperceptible.  **  I  have  seen  them,"  he 
says,  '<  in  a  heavy  gale,  with  a  tremendous  sea  running;  they 
appeared  as  steady  and  motionless  as  the  earth.  The  sea 
dashes  on  their  windward  side  as  upon  a  fixed  rock,  while 
under  their  lee  a  vessel  may  lie  in  perfect  safety."  Mr.  Cur- 
tis remembers  lying  to  in  a  small  schooner,  under  a  large 
ice-island,  during  a  tremendous  gale ;  yet  the  little  craft  lay 
perfectly  safe,  and  made  good  weather.  So  great  a  portion 
of  the  large  icebergs  being  below  the  surface,  their  motion 
must  be  principally  influenced  by  the  under  ou«rents.  Which 
have  a  regular  and  steady  flow. 

The  irregular'rty  and  unsteadiness  in  the  movements  of  ice- 
bergs has  been  considered  an  important  objection  to  the  the- 
ory which  ascribes  the  ancient  diluvial  scratches  >and  furrows 
to  the  scoring  and  grating  of  the  iceberg  along  the  rock.  If 
the  facts  and  testimony  which  I  have  presented  can  be  relied 
upon,  they  show,  in  the  icebergs  of  the  present  seas,  'precisely 
that  regularity  of  movement  which  was  required  to  produce 
the  efiects  ascribed  to  the  icebergs  of  the  ancient  seas. 

I  have  carefully  examined  all  those  who  have  seen  icebergs, 
as  to  the  rotatory  motion  which  has  been  attributed  to  them. 
No  one  of  those  whom  I  have  examined  ever  saw  iiny  such 
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motion,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  Captain  Barnum,  who 
says  that  he  has  seen  an  iceberg  move  xGvy  slowly  on  its 
vertical  axis.  Captain  William  Howland,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  seal  fishery  in  the  northern  seas,  and  whose  employ- 
ment led  him  to  land  often  on  the  icebergs  to  procure  seak, 
says  that  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  motion  should  have 
occurred  without  his  observing  it.  It  is  a  well-known  fact, 
that  the  Greenland  whalers  and  sealers  move  their  vessels  to 
the  floating  icebergs,  to  protect  themselves  from  the  drill  ice. 
According  to  this  evidence,  some  other  cause  must  be  sought 
foe  the  formation  of  the  bowl-shaped  cavities  which  occur  in 
the  drift,  than  the  rotatory  or  semi-rotatory  movement  of  ice- 
bergs. 

The  only  remarkable  movement  which  has  been  observed 
in  floating  icebergs  is  that  occasioned  by  their  overturn. 
This  phenomenon  has  been  noticed  by  all  observers.  The 
falling  of  portions  of  the  mass,  which  is  called  the  calving  of 
the  iceberg,  or  the  wasting  of  the  lower  portions  by  warm 
water,  destroys  the  equilibrium  of  the  berg,  and  causes  it 
either  to  overturn  entirely,  or  so  far  as  to  bring  a  new  surface 
to  view.  Although,  from  the  descriptions  which  are  given, 
the  overturn  of  a  huge  iceberg  in  a  calm  sea,  while  the  sun 
is  shining  upon  its  glittering  peaks,  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  crushing  of  the  fractured  ice,  the  foaming  and  rolling 
of  the  disturbed  water,  the  sudden  change  in  the  form  and 
outline  of  the  mighty  mass,  must  form  a  scene  of  surpassing 
grandeur,  the  only  eflect  which  has  interest  in  our  inquiries 
is  the  production  of  enormous  waves,  equalling  or  surpassing 
those  produced  by  the  fall  of  ice,  which  are  said  to  be  so 
heavy  as  to  endanger  boats  at  the  distance  of  several  miles, 
and,  in  a  perfect  calm,  to  have  dashed  over  the  bows  of  a 
vessel  of  forty  tons,  at  a  distance  of  five  miles.  By  this 
agency,  Scoresby  says,  fields  of  ice  are  often  broken  up ;  and 
by  the  same  agency  the  stranded  bergs  might  be  lifted  up, 
and  urged  along  the  bottom  upon  which  they  are  grounded. 

Icebergs  are  often  seen  aground  in  great  depths  of  water. 
I  have  already  mentioned   those  seen  aground  by  Ross   in 
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1500  feet  of  water.  The  large  proportion  of  the  mass  which 
is  below  the  water,  must  cause  them  to  be  very  easily  and  fre- 
quently stranded.  None  of  those  whom  I  have  examined 
have  ever  witnessed  any  movement  in  the  stranded  bergs, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Low,  who,  in  his  letter,  remarks 
that  icebergs,  when  aground,  have  the  same  laboring  move- 
ment that  a  ship  in  shore  would  have,  with  a  heavy  cargo 
and  a  heavy  swell.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  conceive  how 
a  large  iceberg,  a  great  proportion  of  whose  mass  is  below 
the  influence  of  the  swell,  could  have  a  movement  analogous 
to  that  of  a  ship  which  is  lifted  by  every  wave.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  the  formation  of  hollows  in  the  drift 
cannot  be  explained  by  supposing  the  grinding  and  settling 
down  of  the  stranded  berg  into  the  loose  materials. 

That  an  immense  lateral  force  must  often  be  exerted  by  the 
pressure  of  the  iceberg  upon  the  shore  or  shoals  against  which 
they  may  be  driven,  is  shown  by  a  fact  stated  by  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson —  that  the  icebergs  in  the  Arctic  seas  are  driven  with 
such  force  against  the  shore,  that  they  push  before  them,  to 
the  height  of  several  feet,  every  pebble  or  bowlder  which  lies 
upon  the  bottom. 

The  length  of  time  during  which  icebergs  remain  aground 
may  have  some  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  this  inquiry. 
Captain  Simpson,  of  New  Bedford,  saw  an  iceberg,  half  a 
mile  in  length,  aground  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  La  Plata, 
in  the  winter,  where  it  was  wasting  away  during  two  months. 
Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton  saw  one  aground  in  80  fathoms, 
near  the  South  Shetlands.  Captain  Barnum  saw  one  aground 
in  McFarlane's  Strait,  three  or  four  miles  in  length.  He  saw 
it  for  two  years,  and  several  of  his  crew  remembered  it  as  one 
which  was  seen  by  Captain  Pendleton'9  party  eleven  years 
before.  Captain  Matthew  Luce,  of  New  Bedford,  saw  one 
100  feet  high,  aground  in  48  fathoms,  on  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland. The  fishermen  had  fished  around  it  for  thirty 
days.  Barriers  of  this  magnitude,  remaining  for  so  long  a 
period,  must  exert  a  strong  influence  upon  the  distribution  and 
deposit   of   loose    materials.      Icebergs   stranded  where  the 
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detritas,  borne  down  by  rivers  or  moved  by  corrents,  are 
deposited,  as  the  instances  of  this  aground  at  the  mouth  of 
the  La  Plata  or  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  would  be,  in 
time,  surrounded  by  the  loose  materials ;  the  dissolutioD  or 
foundering  of  the  berg  would  present  hollows  like  those  seen 
in  the  drift;  or  the  iceberg  might  protect  the  bank  upoo 
which  it  was  aground,  and  prevent  it  from  being  washed 
away,  while  the  materials  all  around  might  be  carried  away. 
The  dissolution  of  the  berg  would  leave  a  hill. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  drift,  it  is  interesting  to 
observe  the  direction  in  which  the  present  icebergs  are  carried 
fiiom  their  source,  and  the  northern  and  southern  limits  of 
their  transport.     Their  general  course,  as  is  well  known,  is 
from  the  polar  towards  the  equatorial  seas,  transported  as 
they  are  by  the  currents  which  set  from  the  poles  towards 
the  equator.     If  the  northerly  and  southerly  direction  of  these 
polar  currents  is  due  to  the  excess  of  evaporation  in  the 
warmer  seas,  and  a  flow  of  water  from  the  colder  oceans  to 
supply  the  loss,  a  theory  which  has  been  proposed  by  the 
French  philosophers,  although  I  hardly  dare  to  suggest  any 
theory,  similar  currents  must  have  prevailed  in   the  ancient 
frozen  seas,  so  that  the  ancient  currents  must  have  corres- 
ponded with  the  generaV  course  of  the  drift. 

The  facts  collected,  as  to  the  northern  and  southern  limits 
of  the  transport  of  ice,  are  as  follaws>:  Captain  Crocker,  of 
New  Bedford,  who  has  crossed  the  oceam  in  command  of  a 
packet  ship  one  hundred  and*  sixty-ibur  times,  says  that  he 
never  saw  icebergs  south  of  the  40th  degree  of  latitude,  and  his 
impression  is  that  all  seen  south  of  the  46th  degree  are  small. 
Captain  Luce,  of  New  Bedford,  has  seen  them  in  41"  north 
latitude.  They  have  been  seen  near  the  Azores,  in  liatitude 
42,°.  Captain  Lane,  of  Portsmouth,  informed  me  that,  in 
the  year  in  which  the  President  was  lost,  in  going  to  Mar- 
seilles, his  ship  came  near  striking  an  iceberg  in  about  41'', 
and  as  far  east  as  the  19th  degree  of  longitude.  There  is  no 
evidence  of  their  having  been  seen  in  the  northern  hemisphere, 
south  of  latitude  40°.     In  southern  latitudes,  icebergs  have 


Icebergs  vpon  Drift.  445 

been  seen  at  different  points  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
between  latitudes  36""  and  39°.  One  seen  in  those  latitudes 
was  two  miles  in  circumference,  and  160  feet  high.  They 
have  been  seen  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  in  latk-' 
tude  36°.  Captain  Simpson  informs  me  that  he  has  several 
times  heard  of  them  off  Cape  Antonio  near  tlie  same  lat- 
itude. 

These  immense  masses  cannot  owe  their  destruction  alone 
to  the  melting  of  their  surface  by  the  sun  or  the  heat  of  the 
water.  Did  their  dissolution  depend  alone  upon  this  cause, 
they  might  often  be  transported  within  the  tropics.  They 
seem  to  contain  within  themselves  a  principle  of  destruction, 
after  they  have  been  subjected  to  air  or  water  of  a  certain 
degree  of  temperature.  Captain  William  Rowland  informed 
me  that  the  icebergs  in  northern  seas,  among  which  he  cruised 
in  pursuit  of  seals,  would  often  founder,  as  he  expressed  it, 
during  the  summer  weather.  This  foundering  was  produced 
by  the  bursting  of  the  large  bergs  with  a  tremendous  report, 
louder  than  that  of  a  cannon.  After  the  explosion,  not  a 
piece  of  ice  larger  than  a  hogshead  would  be  visible. 

Mr.  Ichabod  Goodwin,  a  merchant  of  high  standing  in 
Portsmouth,  who  was  formerly  a  shipmaster,  informed  me 
that  he  was  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  the  ship  Marion,  in  the 
month  of  May,  1827,  when,  in  latitude  41°  3(y,  and  in  longi- 
tude 50°,  they  passed  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  an  ice- 
berg which  they  judged  to  be  about  sixty  feet  high,  and  over 
a  hundred  feet  in  length.  While  all  hands  were  below,  they 
heard  a  report  like  the  discharge  of  a  cannon,  and,  upon 
rushing  on  deck,  found  that  the  iceberg  had  exploded,  and 
had  gone  completely  to  pieces.  The  sea  where  it  just  before 
lay  was  in  considerable  agitation.  Upon  looking  with  a  glass, 
an  hour  after,  not  a  particle  of  ice  could  be  seen.  Captain 
Lake,  of  Portsmouth,  has  witnessed  the  same  phenomenon 
off  Labrador. 

This  explosion  of  the  iceberg  may  be  attributed  to  the 
same  cause  to  which  Agassiz  attributes  the  Assuring  of  the 
glaciers,  namely,  the  expansion  of  the  air,  compressed  at  the 
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time  of  the  freezing  and  formation  of  the  berg.  The  com- 
paratively small  number  of  icebergs  seen  in  lower  latitudes, 
favor  the  conjecture  that  this  must  be  a  common  mode  of 
destruction.  Without  some  such  agency,  our  oceans  would 
be  completely  obstructed  with  floating  ice. 

The  fixed  limits  which  appear  to  be  thus  assigned  to  the 
transport  of  icebergs  is  an  interesting  fact,  and  peculiarly  so 
in  connection  with  the  aqueo-glacial  theories  of  drift,  if  the 
statement  made  by  Humboldt,  and  repeated  by  Darwin,  is 
correct,  that  no  angular  fragments  are  found  in  the  vast  inter- 
tropical plains  of  South  America,  and  that,  within  the  south- 
ern and  northern  hemispheres,  no  fragments  coming  from 
polar  regions  or  mountain  groups  arrive  within  any  consider- 
able distance  of  the  limit  of  the  tropics. 

IV.  The  most  important  view  in  which  icebergs  are  to  be 
regarded  is  with  respect  to  their  influence  in  the  transportation 
of  bowlders  and  angular  fragments  of  rock  and  earth.  Most 
geologists  unite  in  supposing  that  icebergs  were  important 
agents  in  lifting  and  distributing  the  enormous  bowlders  and 
erratic  blocks  which  are  found  in  the  drift,  at  a  distance  from 
their  parent  rocks.  I  shall  give  all  the  positive  and  negative 
evidence  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  upon  this  point. 

Captain  William  Rowland,  who  was  in  the  constant  habit 
of  landing  upon  the  icebergs  in  the  northern  seas,  observes 
that  he  has  often  seen  bowlders  and  fragments  of  rock  from 
four  to  six  feet  in  diameter,  although  not  more  than  one  in  a 
hundred  would  have  any  foreign  matters  on  it.  Captain 
Sampson,  of  New  Bedford,  informed  me  that  he  once  saw, 
on  the  sloping  side  of  a  large  iceberg,  upon  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland,  a  large  quantity  of  earth.  It  appeared  to  be 
about  a  foot  in  thickness ;  near  the  water  it  had  been  washed 
away  by  the  waves.  The  space  thus  covered  seemed  to  him 
to  be  about  flfty  feet  in  width,  and  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in 
length. 

Captain  Barnum,  of  Stonington,  informed  me  that  he  saw,  in 
latitude  55°  south,  five  large  islands,  whose  surface  was  black 


Icebergs  upon  Drift  447 

with  an  admixture  of  earth  and  stones.  Being  struck  with 
the  appearance  of  the  icebergs,  he  landed  upon  one.  Many 
of  the  stones  were  a  foot  in  diameter..  They  had  sunk  in  the 
ice,  and  small  pools  of  water  had  formed  around  them. 

It  would  seem  that  the  occurrence  of  foreign  materials 
upon  the  icebergs  is  to  be  observed  principally  near  their 
source.  Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton  remarked  that,  upon  a 
large  number  of  the  icebergs  in  the  extreme  southern  lati- 
tudes, and  especially  near  the  South  Shetlands,  bowlders 
and  fragments  of  rock  of  various  sizes  could  be  seen.  He 
compared  their  magnitude  to  the  boxes  and  bales  of  goods 
lying  in  a  country  store.  It  was  as  common,  he  said,  to  see 
rocks  and  bowlders  in  the  icebergs  at  the  South  Shetlands  as 
to  see  them  at  Stonington  Point.  Those  seen  at  a  distance 
from  the  Shedands,  near  Cape  Horn,  for  'instance,  rarely  if 
ever  contained  them. 

Mr.  Low  says,  in  his  letter,  that  he  has  seen  large  rocks 
and  earth  attached  to  icebergs,  but  saw  them  near  the  shore. 
He  never  saw  earth  or  rocks  on  floating  icebergs  far  from  the 
shore. 

Dr.  Gilchrist,  of  the  navy,  who  was  one  of  the  surgeons 
of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  informed  me  that  they  saw  no 
bowlders  or  fragments  of  rocks  upon  icebergs  until  near  the 
great  barrier  of  ice,  and  in  close  proximity  with  the  land,  at 
which  time,  as  is  well  known  from  Mr.  Wilkes's  synopsis, 
they  met  with  icebergs  covered  with  mud  and  rock. 

These  facts  are  entitled  to  observation,  in  connection  with 
the  fact  stated  by  our  geologists,  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
drift  will  be  found  within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  its 
original  place. 

Enormous  blocks,  however,  are  sometimes  carried  to  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  their  original  position. 

Captain  William  Beck,  formerly  of  Stonington,  informed 
me  that,  in  latitude  63°  south,  and  about  one  hundred  miles 
from  the  South  Shetlands,  he  saw  an  immense  mass  of  round 
rock  attached  to  a  floating  iceberg.  The  diameter  of  the 
rock  he  judged  to  be  at  least  twenty  feet     It  appeared  to  him 
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of  the  size  of  a  small  house.     The  fact  was  so  carious  that 
he  noted  it  in  his  journal. 

Fewer  facts  of  this  kind  are  mentioned  in  the  narratives  of 
voyagers  than  might  be  supposed  from  the  great  traasporting 
agency  which  geologists  have  ascribed  to  floatin^^  icebergs. 

All  the  recorded  facts  of  importance  can  be  briefly  pre- 
sented. 

The  most  striking  is  that  mentioned  by  Scoresby,  who 
speaks  of  five  hundred  icebergs,  which  he  saw  in  the  70th 
degree  north  latitude.  Many  of  them  contained  strata  of 
earth  and  stones,  and  were  loaded  with  beds  of  rock  of  great 
thickness,  of  which  the  weight  was  conjectured  to  be  from 
fifty  to  a  hundred  thousand  tons.  This,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  so  far  north  as  to  be,  probably,  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  source  of  the  iceberg. 

Weddel  says  that,  when  in  latitude  61°,  longitude  31,  with 
islands  of  ice  his  constant  companions,  he  saw  an  island  which 
he  supposed  to  be  rock,  and  fully  expected  to  find  terra  firma 
in  a  short  distance.  It  was  not  until  passing  wtlbin  300 
yards,  that  they  could  satisfy  themselves  that  it  was  not  land ; 
the  north  side  was  so  thickly  incorporated  with  black  -earth, 
that  hardly  any  one  would  have  hesitated  to  pronounce  it 
land. 

Mr.  Bynoe,  the  surgeon  of  the  Beagle,  informed  Mr.  Dar- 
win that,  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  bead  of  Sir  G. 
Eyer's  Sound,  they  landed  upon  one  of  many  floating  masses 
of  ice,  which  were  only  two  or  three  feet  above  the  surface. 
In  the  central  part  of  the  surface  was  a  piece  of  granite,  of 
an  angular  form ^  partly  imbedded.  The  ice  had  melted  so  as 
to  make  a  shallow  pool  of  water  around  it.  Mr.  Sorrel,  boat- 
swain of  the  Beagle,  said  that  he  had  seen,  in  the  seas 
around  South  Georgia,  small  icebergs,  with  mud  and  gravel 
upon  them,  floating  from  the  shore.  Mr.  Sorrel  also  saw, 
to  the  eastward  of  the  South  Shetlands,  an  iceberg  with  a 
considerable  block  of  stone  upon  it. 

Captain  Hunter  informed  Mr.  Darwin  that  he  had  seen 
numerous  islands  of  ice  in  the  neighborhood  of  South  Georgia, 
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many  l>alf  black,  apparently,  with  earth  from  the  land  to 
Mrhich  they  had  adhered,  or  with  mud  from  the  bottom  on 
which  they  had  formed. 

Dr.  Mertens,  in  his  memoir  upon  the  glaciers  of  Spitzber- 
gen,  said  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  E.  Hobart,  had  seen  floating 
ice  in  crossing  Bell  Sound,  stained  at  the  surface  with  earth, 
"which,  for  the  moment,  was  taken  for  islands. 

The  negative  testimony  upon  this  subject  will,  to  many, 
appear  remarkable ;  for,  of  more  than  sixty  persons  whom  I 
have  examined,  only  seven  remember  to  have  seen  foreign 
materials  upon  the  iceberg.     Captain  Crocker,  who,  as  I  have 
before  remarked,  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  times,  and  who  says  that  he  has  seen  thousands  of 
icebergs,  never  remembers  to  have  witnessed  any  such  appear- 
ance.    Captain  Luce,  who  had  seen  hundreds  of  icebergs, 
never  saw  any  stones  or  earth  upon  them.     Mr.  Fernald,  a  re- 
markably accurate  observer,  although  he  says  that  he  has  seen 
hundreds  of  icebergs  between  Georgia  and  Sandwich  Land, 
never  saw  stones  or  earth  on  any  of  them  afloat.     The  com- 
mander of  the  French  Exploring  Expedition  makes  no  mention 
of  his  having  seen  extraneous  matters  on  the  numerous  islands 
seen  by  him,  although  he  had  been  particularly  instructed  to 
notice  such  phenomena.     Dr.  Mertens  says  that,  in  the  voy- 
ages of  the  Recherche,  in  the  Spitzbergen  seas,  he  never  saw 
blocks  transported  by  ice.     Captain  Biscoe,  who  had  extended 
his  researches  in  the  Antarctic,  says,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Darwin, 
that   he  had  never  observed,  in    a  single  instance,  mud  or 
fragments  of  stone  on  the  numerous  icebergs  encountered  by 
him  in  his  voyage.     The  evidence  upon  this  subject  has  con- 
vinced me  that  islands  of  ice,  floating  at  a  distance  from  their 
source,  are  remarkably  free  from  all  impurities. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  evidence  upon  this  subject 
is  negative,  and  not  entitled  to  the  same  weight  as  positive 
testimony.  The  voyagers  are  so  much  occupied  with  the 
perils  of  navigation  among  the  ice  as  to  be  inattentive  to 
phenomena  which  would  be  observed  by  scientiflc  men. 
Again,  where  mud  or  stones  were  attached  to  the  bottom  of 
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icebergs  at  the  time  of  their  separation  from   the  gTacier  or 
land,  especially  the  level  bergs,  which  are  not  liable  to  be 
overturned,  the  materials  attached  would  never  become  ex- 
posed, while  they  would  soon  be  loosened  by  the  action  of 
the  water.     Another  consideration   is   to   be    observed.    It 
cannot  be   questioned   that  the   foreign  materials  are  more 
abundant  upon  the  icebergs  near  their  source.     Around  tbe 
smaller  stones  and  sand  the  ice  is  melted,  so  that  they  would 
be  easily  detached.     Around  the  larger  blocks,  from  the  state- 
ments of  Captain  Pendleton,  and  the  observations  of  Agasdz, 
the  ice  is  melted,  so  that  the  large  blocks  project  upon  the  ice ; 
they  might  thus  be  easily  detached  by  contact  with  other  ice- 
bergs, the  overturning  of  the  iceberg,  or  the  washing  of  wa?es 
produced  by  the  fall  or  overturn  of  neighboring  nrasses  of  ice. 

I  am  so  fully  aware  of  the  danger  which  exists  of  forming 
altogether  too  broad  conclusions  as  to  past  phenomena,  from 
the  limited  examination  of  actual  causes,  that  I  hesitate  to 
present  any  more  general  inferences  from  the  facts  now  ex- 
hibited than  such  as  have  been  already  hinted  at.  But,  as 
there  seems  to  exist  a  right  to  demand  of  every  collector  or 
observer  of  facts  the  conclusions  which  he  has  been  led  to 
form  from  their  examination,  I  will  briefly  present  the  infer- 
ences  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  facts  which  I  have  ex- 
hibited as  to  the  mechanical  anid  transporting  agency  of  ice 
in  the  ancient  seas. 

1.  The  steadiness  in  the  mdvement  of  the  icebergs  of  our 
present  seas,  in  the  direction  arid  under  the  influence  of  the 
great  under  currents,  and  the  southerly  course  of  these  under 
currents  in  our  northern  hemispheres,  from  causes  which  must 
have  prevailed,  as  well  in  the  ancient  as  in  our  present  seas, 
^  favor  the  theory  that  icebergs,  with  gravers  of  rock  in  their 
lower  portions,  or  pressing  the  sand  and  gravel,  by  their  im- 
mense weit^ht,  along  the  surface  of  the  rocks,  in  the  bottoms 
of  the  ancient  oceans,  might  have  scored  and  grated  along 
the  rocks,  grinding  ofl*  their  salient  points,  and  leaving  the 
surfaces  smoothed  and  striated  in  the  fixed  southerly  direction 
in  which  now  they  occur. 
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The  objections  that  the  surfaces  of  the  rocks  roust  ha^ye 
been  often  protected  from  the  action  of  the  moving  icebergs 
by  intervening  mud  and  sand,  and  that  the  lower  portions  of 
icebergs  could  not  correspond  with  the  uneven  surfaces  of  the 
rocks,  and  leave  the  traces  of  their  progress  alike  on  the 
mountain-sides  and  in  the  valleys,  cannot  be  met  by  any  facts 
^bove  presented,  as  to  the  form  and  nature  of  movement  of 
icebergs.  We  may,  therefore,  conclude  that  they  have  not 
been  the  sole  instruments  in  furrowing  and  grooving  the 
rocks  beneath  the  drift. 

2.  The  imnieojBe  magnitude  of  the  icebergs  in  our  present 
seas,  and  the  evidence  of  their  present  mechanical  power, 
when  moved  by  strong  currents,  warrant  the  conclusion 
that  they  must  have  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  pushing 
and  crowding  along  the  sand  and  gravel  which  formed  the 
bottoms  of  the  ancient  seas,  and  in  thus  forming  accumula- 
tions somewhat  analogous  to  the  moraines  of  the  glaciers. 

3.  The  length  of  time  during  which  large  icebergs  may 
remain  aground,  even  when  swept  by  rapid  currents,  which 
-currents  might  surround  them  with  sand  and  mud,  or  sweep 
<away  the  loose  materials,  leaving  hills  or  biE^n^s  upon  spcrts 
protected  by  the  stranded  icebergs,  favor  the  idea  that  this 
agency  had  an  influence  in  giving  the  present  form  to  pi^r 
drift. 

4.  The  fo;rmaUon  Qf  glacie]:s  or  fixed  icebergfSf,  upon  the 
present  coasts,  under  such  pirqumstances  that  fragments  of 
rock,  and  detritus  from  the  land  upon  which  they  form,  be- 
come attached  to  ^b^tn,  the  consent  a^vapce  and  separation 
of  the  glaciers  from  the  land,  aqd  their  floating  into  ^he  sea 
^  icebergs,  with  thqir  loads  of  earth  and  rocks,  lea^  to  tl^ 
t^onclusion   thai  ic^b^rgs,  breaking  off  from  the  shores  of 

,  ancient  seas,  were  impQ|:tapt  ag^qts  in  the  transportation  of 
rocks  and  earth  from  their  parent  l^ds.  The  existence  ojf 
immense  fragments  of  rock,  in  situations  where  they  could 
not  have  been  carrjed  by  w^t^f  ^lone,  as  on  t^e  sides  of  hills, 
with  valleys  latervcniDg  between  Uicni  and  their  parent  befis. 
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but  where  they  might  have  been  left  by  stranded  icebeigs, 
favors  this  conchision. 

5.  The  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  fragments  detached 
from  glaciers  are  of  smalt  size,  and  that  these  small  fragments 
of  icebergs  or  glaciers  are  dissolved  and  broken  to  pieces,  at 
no  great  distance  from  the  parent  glacier,  together  with  the 
fact  that  fragments  of  rock,  although  often  seen  near  the 
source,  are  rarely  seen  at  a  distance,  lead  to  the  inference, 
that  the  same  causes  limited  the  transportation  of  the  bowl- 
ders and  larger  fragments  of  the  drift,  to  within  the  compara- 
tively small  distance  from  the  parent  rocks  at  which  they  now 
occur. 


ART.  XXXVm.  — DESCRIPTIONS  OP  LAND  SHELLS  FROM  THE 
PROVINCE  OP  TAVOY,  IN  BRITISH  BURMAH.  By  AcGcrrus  A. 
Gk>ULD,  M.  D.    Read  September  6,  1843. 

In  correspondence  with  the  Rev.  Francis  Mason,  missioo- 
ary  of  the  Baptist  Board  for  Foreign  Missions  at  Tavoy,  one 
of  the  provinces  of  British  Burmah,  I  expressed  a  wish  that  he 
would  send  me  some  of  the  shells  he  might  meet  with  in  his 
journeyings.  He  very  promptly  interested  some  of  the  natives 
in  the  undertaking,  and,  by  their  assistance,  soon  forwarded 
me  a  collection,  which  I  propose  to  notice  in  the  present 
paper. 

The  province  of  Tavoy  is  situated  between  13"  and  14** 
3(y  north  latitude,  and  between  the  Bay  of  Bengal  on  the 
west,  and  the  kingdom  of  Siam  on  the  east.  It  is  traversed 
by  a  range  of  mountains,  from  500  to  1500  feet  high,  and 
is  well  watered  by  large  rivers.  As  it  is  out  of  the  track  of 
commercial  enterprise,  it  has  been  little  explored  by  Euro^ 
peans. 

The  collection  contained  thirty-five  species,  out  of  which  I 
have,  as  yet,  been  able  to  identify  only  four  or  five  as  described 
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species.  This  is  a  very  extraordinary  proportion  of  new  shells 
to  be  obtained  from  any  part  of  the  world,  at  the  present 
day.  In  the  present  paper,  I  propose  to  confine  myself  to 
some  of  the  land  shells  which  I  regard  as  new ;  reserving  the 
fresh  water  species  for  another  occasion. 

HELIX  PROCUMBEJNS. 

Plate  XXIV.    Fig  1. 

Test&  discoide&,  supra  planulaU,  subtus  convexft,  epidermide  pallida  cornei,  laU 
umbilicat& ;  anfr.  quatuor,  ultimo  deflecto ;  aperturi  rotuodat^,  labro  reflexo,  albo. 

Description. 

Shell  depressed,  discoidal,  flat  above,  passing  off  below, 
from  the  periphery,  by  a  convex  slope,  to  the  rounded  verge 
of  a  broad,  profound  umbilicus,  which  distinctly  exhibits  all 
the  whorls  within ;  whorls  four,  the  outer  one  deflected,  so 
that  the  commencement  of  the  lip  is  more  than  half  way 
down  towards  the  umbilicus ;  aperture  rounded,  rather  wider 
than  high  ;  lip  white,  reflected,  not  flattened,  the  two  extrem- 
ities nearly  continuous;  surface  slightly  wrinkled,  covered 
with  a  pale  yellowish  horn-colored  epidermis. 

Diameter  |  of  an  inch ;  height  i  of  an  inch. 

Belongs  to  the  group  of  which  H.  planulata  is  the  type. 

HELIX  INFRENDENS. 

Plate  XXrV.    Fig  6. 

T.  orbiculat&,  depresso-conoideft,  corneo-virescente.  subcarinati,  supra  rugos^ 
striata,  infra  glabri,  nitidi,  regione  umbilicali  indentatft ;  anfr.  7  convezis,  suturi 
impress^;  aperturi  coarctatii,  labro  vix  reflexo,  dentibus  tribus  pliciformibus 
instrucUi. 

Description. 

Shell  small,  orbicular,  depressed-conical,  of  a  greenish 
horn  color ;  spire  slightly  elevated,  composed  of  about  seven 
convex,  compact  whorls,  elegantly  marked  above  by  promi- 
nent, equal,  and  equidistant  radiating  strise,  which  gradually 
disappear,  till,  beneath,  it  is  quite  smooth  and  shining ;  the 
periphery  is  slightly  carinated  ;  the  under  side  is  convex,  but 
sinks,  at  the  umbilical  region,  into  a  deep  pit.     The  aperture 
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was  apparently  inteDded  to  be  lunate ;  but,  in  consequence 
of  an  inflection  of  the  lip,  beginning  at  about  one  third  the 
distance  from  the  carina,  it  is  rendered  almost  linear,  and  is 
still  farther  contracted  by  three  oblique,  pliciform  teeth,  oo 
the  inflected  portion ;  lip  white,  very  slightly  reflected. 

Diameter  f  of  an  inch  ;  height  |  of  an  inch. 

Very  closely  allied  to  H.  Rangiana^  Fer. 

HELIX  (Cauacolla)  GABATA. 

Plate  XXIV.    Fig.  9. 

Te8t&  albido-corae&,  supra  planulata,  infra  valdd  conrexi,  lat^  et  profiind^  nmbil* 
icat& ;  aafr.  4|,  leviter  striatis,  ultimo  carioi  castanei  circiimdato ;  apertmi  fclib- 
quadraU,  labro  albo,  reflexo. 

Description. 

Shell  pale  horn-color,  shining,  showing  about  four  and  a 
half  whorls  above,  which  compose  a  nearly  discoidal  spire; 
sv^ture  distinct ;  the  last  whorl  somewhat  channelled  near  tbe 
periphery,  which  consists  of  a  prominent,  obtuse,  cooipressed, 
chestnut-colored  carina,  fully  developed  to  the  lip ;  beneath, 
greatly  convex,  descending  suddenly  into  a  broad,  deep, 
tunnel-shaped  umbilicus,  passing  nearly  through  the  shell; 
surface  faintly  marked  by  the  striae  of  growth ;  aperture  ren- 
dered somewhat  quadrangular  by  the  junction  of  the  lips  and 
the  two  angles  at  the  keel,  and  the  ridge  at  the  umbilicus; 
lip  white,  reflected,  commencing  below  the  keel,  then  rising 
to  a  level  with  it. 

Diameter  |  of  an  inch ;  height  less  than  f  of  an  inch. 

Much  like  H.  scqbriuscula  in  form  and  aperture,  but  quite 
difierent  as  to  surface,  color,  and  umbilicus. 

HELIX  (Cabacolla)  ANCEPS. 
Plate  XXIV.    Fig  4. 

TesU  lenticulari,  pallid^  corne&,  acut^  carinati,  supra  striaU,  subtns  nitidA,  vix 
perforata ;  anfr.  6,  suprk  planulatis,  suiuri  submarginaU ;  aperturi  lunoUui,  labro 
simplici,  angulaU. 

Description. 

Shell  depressed-conical  above,  somewhat  more  coovex 
beneath,  compressed,  of  a  pale  horn  color,  rather  frqgile; 
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whorls  six,  flattened  above,  and  separated  by  an  indistinct, 
margined  suture ;  periphery  prominently  and  acutely  carinate, 
above  regularly  and  closely  costate-striate ;  beneath  convex, 
with  very  minute  striae  of  growth,  smooth  and  shining ;  cen- 
trally-excavated, and  with  an  almost  imperceptible  umbilicus ; 
aperture  commencing  a  little  below  the  carina,  lunate,  with  a 
sinus  or  angle  where  the  keel  terminates ;  lip  simple,  sharp. 

Diameter  ^  of  an  inch  ;  height  less  than  §  of  an  inch. 

In  general  form,  color,  and  sculpture,  it  resembles  H.  acies, 
Fer.,  (acutimargo  Rosm.)  but  is  much  smaller,  and  not  widely 
umbilicated. 

HELIX  (Caracolla)   RETRORSA. 

Plate  XXIV.     Fig  5. 

Tesik  orbiculat^,  sinistrors&,  utrinque  convex4,  pallid^  castane&,  arctd  umbilicatit ; 
anfr.  5,  lineis  longitudinal ibus  et  volventibus  minotd  rugosis,  ultimo  carinato ;  aper- 
ture rotundate,  iabro  acuto. 

Description. 

Shell  large,  sinistral,  orbicular,  about  equally  convex  above 
and  below,  but  most  rounded  below ;  of  a  pale  chestnut  or 
fawn-color  above,  growing  paler  to  the  umbilicus,  where  it  is 
pale  horn-color.  Surface  somewhat  undulated  by  the  irregu- 
lar lines  of  growth,  and  rendered  minutely  rugose  by  very 
fine,  serpentine,  revolving  lines,  forming  conspicuous  wrinkles 
near  the  carina ;  whorls  five,  forming  a  regular,  moderately 
elevated  spire,  the  suture  slightly  impressed,  the  periphery 
surrounded  by  a  prominent,  compressed,  but  acute  keel,  which 
becomes  lost  towards  the  aperture ;  aperture  rounded,  height 
and  width  about  equal ;  lip  simple,  slightly  everted  in  the 
umbilical  region  :  some  viti-eous  niatter  across  the  penultimate 
whorl ;  umbilicus  rather  large,  but  not  deep. 

Diameter  If  inches;  height  1  inch. 

This  large  heterostrophe  Helix  resembles  an  inverted  spe- 
cimen of  one  of  that  group  of  shells,  so  comtnon  and  so 
varied,  from  the  Philippine  Islands,  of  which  H.  Lan^rckii 
is  one.  Young  specimens  might,  at  first  glance,  be  con- 
founded with  H.  Himalana,  Lea;  but  the  Himalana  is  much 
more  globular,  the  surface  less  striated,  the  carina  quite  indis- 
tinct, and  the  umbilicus  smaller. 
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VITRINA  PRiESTANS. 
Plate  XXIV.    Fig  2. 

TesU  depress^,  fragili,  mtidi,  8tramiDe& ;  anfr.  tribus,  striis  incrementi  et  ftria 
▼olrentibus  reticulatis ;  apcrturfc  sub-coarctat4. 

Description. 

This  shell  has  the  usual  ear-shaped  form  of  other  species 
of  the  genus.  It  is  principally  remarkable  for  its  great  size, 
being,  perhaps,  the  largest  species  known.  There  are  about 
three  whorls,  not  rising  into  a  spire,  distinguished  by  a  delicate 
suture,  which  has  an  adjacent  impressed  line.  The  surface  is 
delicately  marked  by  the  lines  of  growth,  and  these  are  crossed 
by  shallow,  somewhat  scattered,  revolving  furrows.  The  ap- 
erture is  nearly  circular,  ratiier  wider  than  high  ;  the  lip  is 
very  delicate,  generally  inflected  near  its  posterior  junction, 
and  the  final  additions  to  the  shell  are  such  as  to  cause  the 
outlet  to  be  'somewhat  contracted,  or  pursed  in.  The  color 
is  dark  straw-color,  or  amber-color,  inclining  to  green.  A 
thin  layer  of  enamel  unites  the  two  extremities  of  the  lip. 

Greatest  length  ^  of  an  inch ;  heighth  $  of  an  inch. 

HELIX  (Stueptaxis)   PETITII. 

Plate  XXIV.    Fig  7. 

TesU  obliqud  ovato-subglobosi,  albido-virescente,  arctd  umbilicati ;  spin  anfr.  7, 
convexiusculis,  apice  obtus&,  supra  striaU,  subtus  IsevigaU;  apertura  suhqaad- 
rat4,  antic^  rotundati ;  columelli  dente  lamelloso  instrucU ;  peristomate  albo,  imda- 
lato,  reflexo,  ad  aogulum  posticum  attenuato. 

Description. 

Shell  obliquely  ovate-globose,  of  a  greenish  white  color, 
having  a  moderate,  regular  umbilicus ;  spire  obtuse,  of  seven 
whorls,  which,  on  the  superior  aspect,  exhibit  distinct  and 
regular  lines  of  growth ;  beneath,  polished  about  the  umbi- 
licus; aperture  semi-elliptical,  rather  large,  having  a  single 
compressed  tooth  on  the  transverse  portion,  nearest  to,  and 
partially  joining,  the  external  lip;  lip  white,  reflexed,  and 
recurved,  the  external  portion  salient  near  the  middle,  and 
rapidly  narrowed  posteriorly. 

Length  |  of  an  inch ;  breadth  less  than  ^a  of  an  inch. 
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In  size  and  exterior,  it  closely  resembles  S.  aberratay  Sou- 
leyet,  but  is  rather  larger.  The  aperture  of  the  latter  is, 
however,  smaller,  and  ringent  with  teeth,  besides  having  three 
folds  near  its  channelled  umbilicus.  Its  aperture  is  more 
nearly  like  S.  Souhyedana  Petit ;  but  the  latter  is  described 
as  having  its  umbilicus  extending  into  a  canal,  and  its  peris- 
tome sub-continuous. 

I  dedicate  it  to  M.  Petit  de  la  Saussaye,  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  conchologists  of  the  present  day,  who  has  added 
several  species  to  this  subgenus,  and  to  whom  I  am  under 
many  obligations. 

BULIMUS  ATRICALLOSUS. 
Plate  XXIV.    Fig.  3. 

Test4  solids,  imperforati,  oblongo-ovaU,  yix.  striati,  sulpburei ;  anfr.  7  conyez- 
iusculis,  ad  sutaram  constriclis ;  aperturfc  lunato-ovali,  basi  8ub-effiis4|  labro  albo, 
reflcxo,  marginihus  callo  atro  junctis. 

Description. 

Shell  imperforate,  elongated  ovate,  solid,  smooth,  and 
shining,  of  a  sulphur-yellow  color;  whorls  seven,  moderately 
convex,  somewhat  girt  in  near  the  suture ;  last  whorl  nearly 
two  thirds  the  length  of  the  shell ;  aperture  ovate-lunate, 
somewhat  angular  at  base,  and  slightly  effuse ;  lip  white, 
widely  revolute,  not  flattened;  columella  white,  the  callus 
uniting  the  extremities  of  the  peristome,  and,  as  far  within 
the  shell  as  can  be  seen,  pitchy-black  ;  from  the  midst  of  it, 
extending  across  the  penult  whorl,  is  a  line  of  the  same  color, 
showing  the  termination  of  a  former  stage  of  growth. 

Length  2^  inches ;  breadth  I  inch. 

Two  specimens  of  this  shell  were  received.  They  are  of 
the  same  type  as  some  of  the  shells  from  the  Philippine 
Islands,  as  vittatvs,  DryaSy  and  maculifcruu.  The  black  or 
molasses-colored  callus  seems  to  be  constant,  and  distributed 
as  in  B.  iosioma ;  though  I  have  a  shell,- probably  from  Singa- 
pore, which  is  somewhat  shorter,  more  ventricose,  and  with 
one  whorl  less,  and  the  entire  aperture  white. 

51 


458  Descriptions  of  Land  Shells 

CLAUSILIA  INSIGNIS. 

Plau»  XXIV.    Fig.  8. 

Testi  fnsiibnBi,  smistrorsi,  solidi,  c&stanei;  aiilr.  9  eoDTexis,  leviter  stfim; 
apertuii  purpurea,  rolundati,  lamellis  duabas  fortibvs  postiod,  et  qoinqoe  leniiibBiy 
per  teitam  apparentibus,  intns  instruct^;  labro  valde  reflexo. 

Description. 

Shell  reversed,  solid,  large,  fusiform,  Tentiicose,  of  a  dark 
chestnut  brown;  whorls  eight,  convex,  very  delicately  and 
regularly  striated,  shining,  summit  mamiilated  ;  apertare  ovate, . 
broadly  rounded  in  front,  with  a  sinus  behind,  produced  by 
one  of  the  two  large  folds  which  are  there  found  ;  on  break- 
ing away  half  a  volution,  we  find  five  other  very  delicate 
lamina,  which  may  be  seen  externally,  by  looking  at  the  um- 
bilical aspect  of  the  shell ;  the  posterior  one  is  near  the  suture, 
and  extends  nearly  a  whole  volution ;  the  others  intervene,  at 
nearly  regular  intervals,  between  it  and  the  ambilicus ;  throat 
purplish ;  lip  very  broad,  flattened,  white,  tinted  with  purple. 

Length  1  inch  ;  breadth  \  of  an  inch. 

Resembles,  in  shape,  color,  and  the  arrangement  of  the 
external  lamina,  C.  Macearana ;  but  it  is  larger  and  more 
ponderous  than  any  other  species  with  which  I  am  acqoainted. 

CVCLOSPOMA  PERMOBILIS. 

nat«  XXIV.    ¥%.  11. 

Testa  depresso-oonioa,  apice  aeiit&,  latd  ombilioaifi ;  anfr.  6  subdepressis,  stnia 
mcrementi  conspicuis  et  striis  Tolventibus  rugulosis,  ultimo  carin&  costali  albidi 
eincto ;  apertura  magna,  intus  cienilescente,  labro  crasso,  eipanso,  yiridd  sanguineo: 
Bupern^  coloribos  piceis  et  lutescentibns  vaiii  Bubeculat& ;  mfm  albkti,  Imcis  pieeia 
TolYeotibos  inlerrupta. 

Description. 

Shell  depressed-conical,  apex  acute,  solid;  whorls  six, 
rapidly  increasing,  and  rising  into  a  pyramidal  spire,  depressed 
near  the  suture.  In  the  early  stages,  the  whorls  are  acutely 
carinated ;  but,  at  maturity,  the  last  whorl  is  rounded,  and 
girt  with  an  obtuse,  whitish  rib ;  the  surface  is  rendered  some* 
what  rugose,  by  rather  conspicuous  lines  of  growth,  and  coarse 
revolving  lines,  which,  as  they  cross  the  finer  longitudinal 
lines,  seem  to  run  in  xigzag.     Prevailing  color  above  is  duskf 
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brown,  clouded  by  yellowish  spots  of  various  sizes,  which, 
on  the  posterior  whorls,  are  arranged  in  radiating  zigzag 
series;  a  broad  space  around  the  umbilicus,  which  is  very 
large  and  deep,  is  light  straw  color,  with  occasional  revolving 
black  lines  or  bands ;  aperture  ample,  somewhat  wider  than 
high,  bluish  within ;  peristome  moderately  reflected,  rounded, 
of  a  beautiful  carmine,  or  bright  cherry-red  color ;  not  con* 
tinuous,  but  embracing  less  than  one  fourth  the  preceding 
whorl,  across  which  space  passes  a  callus  of  the  same  red  color. 

Diameter  2  inches ;  height  1  inch. 

This  superb  species  is  a  little  larger  than  any  one  hitherto 
described.  The  C.  involvulus,  Sowb.,  is  a  miniature  of  it.  I 
received  six  specimens,  young  and  old,  all  of  the  same  mag- 
nitude. I  received  with  them  a  multitude  belonging  to  other 
smaller  species ;  but  they  were  so  variable  in  appearance,  that 
I  do  not  yet  venture  to  pronounce  them  new  species. 

CrCLOSTOMA  SECTILABRUM. 

Plate  XXI Y.    Fig.  IQ. 

Testa  lurrita,  spiri  acuminata,  arct^  umbilicati,  brannea;  aair.  8  sub-vtiitricosif, 
Tix  striatis,  penultimo  sub-gibbo;  apertura  sub-orbiculari,  intus  rubescente,  peri- 
tiemate  duplici,  iocrassato,  albo,  propd  angulum  posticum  caaali  parro  iDtem]pt&. 

Description. 

Shell  elongated,  spire  acutely  terminated,  of  a  light  reddish- 
brown  color ;  whorls  about  eight,  convex,  nearly  smooth,  and 
shining ;  the  penultimate  whorl,  on  a  profile  view,  somewhat 
gibbous ;  last  whorl  not  conforming  to  the  axis  of  the  pre- 
ceding whorls,  but  thrust  forward,  so  that  the  plane  of  the 
aperture  advances  beyond  a  parallel  with  the  axis ;  aperture 
colored  as  without ;  lip  white,  everted  moderately,  having  a 
slight  fissure  or  canal  across  it  posteriorly,  at  the  outer  angle 
of  the  aperture ;  posteriorly  the  lip  is  double,  the  inner  pw-^ 
tion  continuous,  the  outer  terminating  as  it  touches  the  shell ; 
umbilicus  small ;  operculum  thin,  horny. 

Length  1  inch ;  breadth  i  of  an  inch. 

Closely  resembles  C.  altttmy  Sowb.,  but  has  the  fissure 
across  the  peritreme  on  the  opposite  side.  C.  croceum,  Sowb., 
may  be  only  a  faded  specimen  of  this  shell. 
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ART.   XXXIX.  — DESCRIPTIONS   AND   HABITS    OF    SOB[£   OF  THE 
BIRDS  OF  YUCATAN.    By  Samuel  Cabot,  Jr..  M.  D.     Read  "Soy,  \,  1S43. 

In  the  number  of  the  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  Historj 
for  October,  1843,  published  in  London,  is  an  article  containiog 
a  description  of  four  species  of  Ortyx,  said  to  be  undescribed. 
Among  them  is  one  which  Mr.  Gould,  the  author  of  the  article, 
calls  "  Ortyx  nigrogularis,"  and  of  which  he  gives  a  description 
of  the  male  only.   This  bird  is  the  same  as  the  Ortyx  discovered 
by  me  in  Yucatan,  when  on  a  visit  to  that  country,  in  compa- 
ny with  Mr.  Stephens,  and  mentioned  by  me  in  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  birds  of  Yucatan,  which  he   published    in   the 
Appendix  to  his  second  volume  of  "  Incidents  of  Travel  in 
Yucatan,"  p.  474.     The  mention  i  there  made  of  it  is  very 
slight,*  and  hardly  sufficient  to  constitute  any  right  of  priority ; 
besides  which,  I  could  not  wish  the  name  altered,  as  it  is  very 
well  chosen,  indicating  the  most  marked  feature  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  bird.     But,  as  Mr.  Gould  has  only  met  with  one 
specimen   of  the  bird,  and  that  the   dried   skin  of  a  full- 
plumaged  male,  I  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  give  as  full 
a  description  of  the  history  and  habits  of  this  bird,  as  a  resi- 
dence of  seven  months  in  their  native  country  would  enable 
me  to  do,  together  with  descriptions  of  the  plumage  of  the 
female  and  young. 

In  reading  works  relating  to  the  discovery  and  conquest  of 
Yucatan  by  the  Spaniards,  we  see  mention  made  of  the  sac^ 
rifices  of  quails,  offered  by  the  natives  to  their  idols ;  some- 
times the  blood  only  was  offered,  and  sometimes  the  whole 
body.  The  bird  there  alluded  to  is  undoubtedly  the  Ortyx 
nigrogularis,  as  this  is  the  only  bird  called  Codomiz  or  Quail 


*  Of  the  genus  Ortyx,  one  species  was  obtained,  which,  as  far  as  plumage  and  size 
go,  is  undescribed;  but  it  has  the  same  note,  habits,  &c.,  as  our  quail  or  partridge. 
It  is  smaller ;  the  throat  of  the  male  is  jet  black,  and  most  of  the  markings  are 
different,  though  having  a  general  resemblance  to  the  Ortyx  or  Perdix  Virginianos. 
They  are  Tery  numerous  in  all  parts  of  Yucatan. 


some  Birds  of  Yucatan.  461 

by  the  Spanish  residents  of  the  country.*  The  Ortyx  nigro- 
gularis,  in  its  note  and  habits,  is  precisely  similar  to  the  O. 
Virginianus.  They  whistle  the  Bob  White  in  the  spring; 
their  covey-call,  in  the  autumn  and  winter,  is  so  precisely  the 
same,  that  they  readily  answered  when  I  whistled  the  call  of 
our  quail;  and,  if  I  had  previously  scattered  the  covey,  I 
could  always  find  them  in  this  way.  They  feed  on  similar 
food,  and  roost  in  the  same  way ;  they  also  sometimes  alight 
on  trees,  as  our  quail.  Their  internal  anatomy  is  the  same, 
as  nearly  as  one  can  judge  without  actual  comparison,  organ 
for  organ.  The  flesh  is  the  same  in  color  and  appearance, 
but  it  seemed  to  me  not  so  good  for  the  table  as  our  bird ; 
but  that  may  have  been  owing  to  cooking.  In  short,  I  look 
upon  this  bird  as  giving  some  valuable  hints  with  regard  to 
the  possibility  of  climate  producing  marked  alteration  in  re- 
gard to  color  and  size  in  the  inferior  animals,  as  well  as 
in  man. 

These  birds  are  taken,  by  the  Indian  boys,  in  traps  similar 
to  those  used  in  taking  our  quail,  and  brought  alive,  in  great 
numbers,  to  the  markets  of  the  lai^  towns  of  Yucatan. 

The  throat  of  the  young  male  is  light  colored,  nearly  white, 
and  it  resembles  very  closely  the  young  O.  Virginiana.  It 
does  not  get  its  full  plumage  till  late  in  winter.  I  have  the 
skin  of  a  young  male  among  my  specimens,  which  has  light- 
colored  feathers  among  the  black  of  the  throat ;  this  specimen 
was  killed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  December,  at 
which  time  I  killed  a  great  number,  with  more  or  less  light 
color  on  their  throats.  The  Maya  or  Indian  name  of  this 
bird  is  Bech,  the  e  pronounced  with  a  guttural  sound. 

The  dimensions  given  by  Mr.  Gould,  being  taken  from  a 

♦  There  is  another  species  of  Ortyx  found  in  the  country,  which  is  called  Chibe- 
loupe,  from  its  note,  (which  is  very  musical.)  This  bird  is  larger  than  the  O.  nigro- 
gularis,  being  about  the  size  of  O.  Virginiana ;  but  in  markings  it  is  very  similar. 
It  is  much  more  difficult  to  procure,  both  on  account  of  rarity  and  habits,  than  O. 
nigrogularis,  which  is  another  reason  for  presuming  that  it  could  not  be  the  bird 
spoken  of  as  the  one  used  in  immense  numbers,  for  rarious  kinds  of  sacrifices,  and 
as  food,  by  the  Indians,  at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  under  the  appellation  of  quails. 
I  saw  but  one  specimen  of  the  Chibeloupe,  (a  female)  though  I  heard  them  several 
times,  in  the  thick,  tangled,  and  impenetrable  underwood. 
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dried  skin,  do  not  agree  exactly  with  mine.  I  did  not  measure 
any  mah  so  short  as  8  inches,  as  given  by  Gould  ;  the  sborteil 
was  8 1  inches ;  and  I  measured  some  of  bb  much  as  8g  inchei 
in  length. 

The  female  is  from  8  to  8|  inches  long  ;   tarsus,  1^  inches 
long;  middle  toe,  1|  inches;  tail,  2^  to  ^  inches,  consists 
of  12  feathers,  rounded;  bill,  i^  of  an  inch,  nearly  black; 
top  of  head,  back  of  neck,  back,  rump,  upper  tail  coverts, 
dark  brown,  with  buff,  reddish  brown,  and  black,  intermixed; 
edges  of  wing  coverts,  very  light  buff,  almost  white ;  throat, 
chin,  line  extending  across  the  forehead,  and   between  the 
bill   and  eyes   to  cheek,  line  over  eyes,  along   superciliary 
ridges  to  nape,  deep  buff  or  yellowish  brown ;    feathers  of 
breast,  flanks,  and  belly,  not  fringed  with  black,  as  in  the 
male,  but  having  light  reddish  color  at  the  part  next  the  quill, 
then  a  pointed  mark  of  very  dark  brown,  on  some  feathers 
almost  black,  then  a  large  spot  of  very  light  buflf,  on  some 
feathers  white,  and  then  a  slight  tip  of  dark  brown  on  mar- 
gin.    The  light  spots  on  the  breast  are  smaller  than  those 
on  the  abdomen.     There  are  large  spots  of  reddish  and  dark 
brown  on  flank  feathers;   under  tail  coverts,  nearly  white, 
with  a  lanceolate  spot  of  dark  brown  or  black  along  the  mid- 
dle of  each ;  legs,  light  flesh-colored ;  primaries  ash  brown, 
5  and  4  longest ;  eyes  of  both  male  and  female,  hasel. 

FALCO  PERCONTATOR.    Caluko  Falcos. 

Of  this  new  and  beautiful  bird,  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
observing  only  one  pair,  which  I  procured  and  brought  home 
with  me,  and  which  were  the  only  individuals  seen  by  me 
while  in  Yucatan.  I  was  one  day  standing,  gun  in  hand,  at 
the  edge  of  the  great  senote,  at  Chichen  Itza,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  my  companions,  in  order  to  take  a  bath,  the  place 
where  I  stood  being  about  one  hundred  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  and  shaded  from  the  vertical  sun  by  a  shelf  of 
rock,  with  an  overhanging  fringe  of  shrubs  and  vines,  which 
hung  so  low  that  I  could  only  see  to  about  six  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  water.     I  had  been  listening  to  an  occasional 
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strange  cry,  which  I  thought  must  proceed  from  some  species 
of  monkey,  from  its  sonorous  character,  sounding  like  a 
human  tenor  voice,  repeating  the  word  how,  or  haoUy  some- 
times once,  and  then  many  times  in  rapid  succession  ;  when 
suddenly  I  heard  the  flapping  of  wings;  and,  looking  out 
over  the  surface  of  the  water,  I  saw  a  bird,  looking  like  a 
heron,  flying  across  the  senote,  directly  toward  me.  I  waited 
till  it  got  within  reach,  and  shot  him  dead.  Almost  before 
he  reached  the  water,  a  hawk  made  his  appearance,  apparently 
pouncing  upon  him,  when,  with  the  remaining  barrel,  I  laid 
the  destroyer  at  the  side  of  his  intended  victim ;  and,  hastily 
stripping  ofi*  my  clothes,  I  plunged  into  the  water,  and  brought 
to  land  a  cinerous  boatbill,  and  the  female  of  this  noble  hawk. 
Every  lover  of  nature,  and  particularly  every  ornithologist^ 
can  picture  to  himself,  better  than  I  can  describe,  the  delight 
which  I  felt  at  procuring  so  valuable  a  prize.  The  next  day, 
at  the  same  hour,  namely,  midday,  I  was  at  the  same  spot, 
and  for  the  same  purpose ;  and,  listening  to  the  different 
notes  of  the  birds  above,  1  heard  the  same  sound  repeated 
which  I  had  been  listening  to  the  day  before.  I  determined 
that  I  would,  if  possible,  find  out  from  what  sort  of  throat  it 
proceeded,  and,  for  that  purpose,  changed  my  position  to  one 
from  which  I  could  see  the  trees  which  overhung  the  mouth 
of  the  senote,  and  sat  down  to  watch.  After  being  seated  a 
short  time,  the  sound  was  repeated,  and  I  was  enabled  to 
trace  it  as  proceeding  from  the  top  of  a  gigantic  tree  Which 
overhung  the  water ;  and,  while  straining  my  eyes  to  discover 
its  author,  a  second  hawk,  like  the  one  I  had  procured  the 
day  before,  swooped  down  from  the  very  spot  on  which  I  had 
fixed  my  eyes,  in  pursuit  of  a  dove,  and,  in  the  chase,  passed 
near  enough  to  draw  a  shot  from  me,  though  an  ineffectual 
one.  Three  or  four  hours  afterwards,  as  I  was  returning  from 
shooting,  in  consequence  of  a  threatened  shower,"*^  my  path 
led  me  near  the  mouth  of  the  senote ;  and,  hearing  the  cry 

*  This  bird,  as  weU  as  the  Laughing  Falcon,  of  which  last  there  are  a  great  num- 
ber in  Yucatan,  cries  a  great  deal  more  just  before  a  shower,  and  the  Indians  say  it 
it  becauM  its  bones  ache. 
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which  had  so  much  interested  me  repeated,  I  turned  off,  to 
make  another  trial  to  ascertain  its  cause  ;  and,  making  mr 
way  through  the  tangled  undergrowth,  to  the  verge  of  the 
senote,  I  perceived,  on  the  top  of  the  sanie  tree,  the  hawk, 
or  one  of  the  same  species,  in  the  act  of  uttering  the  crj 
which  I  have  described,  and  from  which  I  have  named  the 
bird.  I  crawled  carefully  round,  till  I  got  near  enough,  and 
shot  him ;  and,  on  dissection,  he  proved  to  be  the  male. 

Malt,  Bill  strongly  hooked,  very  obtusely  toothed,  robust, 
almost  black  ;  cere  greenish  yellow  ;  nostrils  large  and  round ; 
iris  hazel ;  feet  and  legs  rather  long  and  slender,  yellow; 
claws  horn-color,  strongly  hooked,  and  rather  long;  head, 
nape,  back,  outside  of  wings  and  wing  coverts  and  tail  dark 
brown,  almost  black ;  on  head  and  upper  part  of  back,  chin, 
cheeks,  collar  round  neck,  all  under  parts  and  thighs,  and  four 
or  five  narrow  bands  on  upper  side,  and  six  or  seven  on  under 
side,  and  tip  of  tail,  white. 

Total  length  23  inches;  bill  along  ridge  1^  inches;  same 
along  gape  ;  nostril  -^^  of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  wing  from 
flexure  10^  inches;  tarsus  Scinches;  middle  toe  2|  inches, 
of  which  I  of  an  inch  is  claw ;  hind  toe  1%^  inches,  of  which 
1}  is  claw ;  tail  Hi  inches,  of  twelve  feathers,  rounded  ;  first 
primary  shortest,  fifth  and  sixth  longest ;  outer  tail  feathers 
8  inches,  middle  10^  inches. 

Female,  Much  the  same  as  male,  white  bands  on  tail  broader. 

Total  length  25|  inches;  wing  from  flexure,  12  inches; 
tarsus  3}  inches ;  hind  toe  2|  inches ;  tail  \2i  inches  ;  lateral 
tail  feathers  10^  inches.  Other  dimensions  in  same  pro- 
portion. 

CORVUS   VOCIFERUS,  Nobib.     Clamobous   Cbow. 

I  first  saw  these  birds  while  residing  in  the  ruins  of  Uxmal. 
Each  evening,  just  at  sundown,  I  observed  five  or  six,  and 
sometimes  more,  birds,  which  I  knew,  by  their  cry,  must  be- 
long to  the  genus  Corvus,  though  much  louder,  and  more 
disagreeable,  than  any  jay  that  1  had  ever  heard  before.  They 
came  and  alighted,  for  a  few  minutes,  on  the  branches  of  a 
dry  tree,  which  stood  on  the  lower  terrace  of  the  Casa  del 
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Gobernador ;  but,  before  I  could  approach  near  enough  to 
shoot  them,  they  flew  ofi*,  screaming,  into  the  neighboring 
woods.  At  last,  I  determined,  one  evening,  to  follow  them 
as  long  as  I  could  see  to  shoot,  and  get  a  specimen,  if  possi- 
ble. I  accordingly  did  so,  and  succeeded,  just  at  dusk,  in 
shooting  a  female,  after  which  the  flock  never  appeared  again 
in  that  neighborhood ;  but,  subsequently,  I  procured  two 
other  specimens,  both  males,  one  near  Yturbide,  and  the 
other  near  Izamal.  In  both  instances^  they  were  procured 
from  small  flocks  of  from  six  to  a  dozen.  They  are  very 
noisy  and  lively  in  their  motions.  Their  food  appears  to 
consist  of  the  small  fruits  and  insects.  They  have  a  most 
peculiar  formation  in  the  trachea,  being  a  membranous  bag, 
coming  off  between  the  rings,  about  half  way  down,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  skin  ^f  the  neck,  which,  together 
with  the  great  muscularity  of  the  larynx,  may  account  for  the 
great  loudness  and  harshness  of  their  voice. 

Male.  Dark  brown  on  head,  chin,  neck,  back,  and  upper 
part  of  tail ;  a  steel-gray  spot  on  cheeks ;  bill  black ;  iris 
brown  ;  under  parts  and  flanks  white ;  tail  consists  of  twelve 
feathers,  all  tipped,  for  about  one  third  their  length,  with 
white,  except  the  central  ones,  which  have  merely  a  white 
mark  on  each  side  the  shaft,  near  the  tip ;  first  primary 
shortest,  fifth  longest ;  nostrils  rounded,  partially  covered  with 
bristly  hairs. 

Total  length  about  16  inches;  bill  1^  inches  along  ridge, 
and  1}  along  gape,  i  inch  diameter  at  base ;  tarsus  1|  inches ; 
middle  toe  1^  inches  long;  tail  7^  inches  long. 

Female.  15^  inches  long,  has  the  brown  lighter  than  in 
the  male ;  bi^l  yellow. 

ORIOLUS  MUSICUS.     Singing  Obiol*.     Nobis. 

Of  this  beautiful  bird,  I  procured  three  specimens  in  Yuca-> 
tan  ;  two  males  at  Ticul,  and  one  female  at  Macoba.  I  had 
not  much  opportunity  of  observing  their  habits.  Those 
that  I  saw  were  high  up  among  the  branches  of  trees,  and 
called  my  attention  by  their  charming  song* 

52 
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Male.  Head,  neck,  cheeks,  breast,  belly,  rump,  tertiaries, 
and  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  two  outer  tail  feathers,  and 
the  lower  part  of  the  third,  and  sometimes  a  stripe  on  the 
fourth,  bright  chrome  yellow ;  face,  throat,  primaries,  seconda- 
ries, back,  and  four,  sometimes  six,  tail  feathers,  black ;  1^ 
bluish ;  bill  black,  except  base  of  lower  mandible,  which  is 
bluish ;  iris  hazel. 

Total  length  9i  inches ;  tarsus  1  iV  inches ;  bill  A  of  an 
inch  along  gape,  ^  along  ridge ;  tail  4  j  inches  long,  consists 
of  twelve  feathers. 

Female,     Marked  like  male,  but  not   so  brilliant. 

Total  length  81  inches. 

MOMOTUS  YUCATACENSIS.     Black-thkoatzd  Motmot.     Abto. 

This   striking  and   beautiTuI   bird  was   found    throughoot 
Yucatan,  particularly  about  the  ruined  buildings.     They  ap- 
pear to  be  of  solitary  habits.     Although  numbers  of  them 
were  frequently  seen  near  each  other,  yet  it  did   not  appear 
to   be   from   gregarious   habits,  but  from  the  locality  being 
favorable  to  them.     They  generally,  during  the  bright  part 
of  the  day,  if  undisturbed,  keep  in  dark  places,  as  in  the 
rooms  of  the  ancient  buildings,  or  in  the  thick  underbrush  of 
the  overgrown  court-yards,  and  do  not  appear  to  see  well  in  a 
bright  light.     So  much  is  this  the  case,  that  I  caught  one  in 
my  hand,  which   appeared  to  be  bewildered  by  the   light. 
Early  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  they 
appear  quite  brisk,  and  at  their  ease.     We  found  them  in 
great  numbers  about  the  ruins  of  Chichen  Itza,  the  halls  of 
whose  palaces  and  temples  resounded  continually  to  the  mel- 
ancholy croak  of  this  strange  bird.     As  one  listens  to  it,  and 
sees  the  bird  perched  on  some  branch  in  one  of  the  dark, 
deserted  court-yards,  with  its  head  drawn  in,  its  tail  drooping, 
its  plumage  ruffled,  and  its  large  dark  eye  fixed  upon  him, 
with  a  solemn,  still  expression,  he  might  imagine  it  to  be  ani- 
mated by  the  spirit  of  one  of  the  Maya  priests,  who  had  come 
there  to  mourn  over  the  ruined  temples  and  desecrated  altars. 
Male.     Bill  and  legs  nearly  black  ;  eyes  hazel ;  top  of  head. 
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upper  part  of  back,  rump,  cheeks,  breast,  and  sides  of  neck, 
reddish  green  or  olive.  In  middle  of  back  is  a  spot  of  bay. 
A  stripe  of  very  light  blue,  like  some  of  the  salts  of  copper, 
passes  from  base  of  bill,  along  each  side  of  head,  almost  to 
nape.  A  black  stripe  extends  under  each  eye  to  neck. 
Another  black  stripe  passes  down  middle  of  chin,  to  upper 
part  of  breast,  growing  broader  as  it  descends,  and  mixed 
with  light  blue  on  chin,  and  bordered  on  each  side  with  same 
color.  Abdomen,  under  tail  coverts,  and  flanks,  bright  rufous ; 
primaries  and  tail  light  green,  changing  to  blue  in  some  lights, 
tipped,  and  more  or  less  bordered,  with  black ;  the  expansion 
at  end  of  two  middle  tail  feathers,  about  half  bright  pale 
green,  varying  to  blue,  and  the  other  half  black. 

Total  length  15|  inches ;  hill  2^  inches  along  gape,  1|  along 
ridge ;  i  inch  broad,  W  9/  ^^  *w^^  through  at  base.  About 
50  serrations  can  be  counted  on  each  edge  of  upper  mandible, 
and  32  on  each  edge  of  lower.  A  strongly-marked  ridge  runs 
along  roof  of  mouth,  to  within  f  of  an  inch  6f  point  of 
bill.  Tarsus  I  of  an  inch  long ;  tail,  consisting  of  10  feath- 
ers, is  8^  inches  long ;  bare  part  of  two  central  feathers  is 
about  2i  inches ;  first  primary  shortest,  fourth  longest. 

I  might  here  observe,  that,  had  I  as  much  desire  of  creating 
new  genera  and  sub-genera  as  some  of  the  ornithologists  of 
the  present  day,  and  thus  making  scientific  classification  a 
study  in  itself,  instead  of  an  aid  in  the  study  of  nature,  I 
might  make  a  new  sub-genus  of  this  bird.  Although,  in  all  its 
prominent  markings  and  habits,  it  is  properly  a  Motmot,  yet 
it  has  some  striking  difierences  in  the  form  of  the  bill,  &c.,  as 
will  be  seen  on  comparing  the  description  of  this  bird  with 
the  other  species  of  Momotus.  The  female  is  like  the  male^ 
only  smaller. 
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ART.  XL.  —  ENUMERATION  OF  THE  RECENT  FRESHWATER  MOL- 
LUSCA  WHICH  ARE  COMMON  TO  NORTH  AMERICA  A1<D  EUROPE; 
WITH  OBSERVATIONS  ON  SPECIES  AND  THEIR  DISTRIBUTION.  By 
8.  S.  HALDEMAif,  Professor  of  Zoology  in  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

1.  Paludina  vivipara,  Lin. 

2.  P.  fasciata,  MuU.  achatina,  Liom. 

3.  Physa  hypnorum,  Ltn.  elongata.  Say. 

4.  Limnea  palustris,  MuU.  elodes,  Say. 
L.  stagnalis?  Lin.  jugularis,  Say. 

L.  truncatulus,  M'uller. 

5.  Planorbis  albus      ^' 
P.  nitidus  ?  « 

6.  Cydas  calyculata,  Drapamaud. 

7.  Pisidium  appendiculatum,  Leach. 
P.  amnicum  ?  MulUr, 

8.  Alasmodon  margaritiferus^  Lin. 

Mr.  James  Sowerby  catalogues  several  other  European 
freshwater  species  as  found  by  Dr.  Richardson,  in  the  upper 
Canadian  lakes  ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  adopt  these  deter- 
minations on  the  present  occasion,  except  that  of  Pisidium 
appendiculatum,  which  cannot  well  be  mistaken  for  another 
species,  and  which  is  mentioned  as  occurring  from  Lake 
Superior  to  Saskatchewan. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  percentage  of  species  com- 
mon to  the  two  continents,  and  the  result  will  vary  according 
to  the  point  in  which  the  facts  are  viewed.  Paludina  vivipara 
and  fasciata,  for  example,  appear  to  be  the  only  European 
members  of  the  restricted  genus,  and  are  found  here,  where 
the  species  are  more  multiplied.  We  count  Unionidse  and 
Melaniadae  by  the  hundred,  whilst  the  former  family  has  but 
few  species,  and  the  latter  but  two  recorded  recent  Melania 
in  Europe.*    Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  deemed  it 

*  I  doubt  much  whether  these  will  not  be  found,  upon  a  closer  scrutiny,  to  belong 
to  Melanopsis,  which  appears  to  be  as  essentialljr  a  European — as  M^Tfinia  is  an 
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better  to  leave  those  families  out  of  the  question,  which  pre- 
sent great  discrepancies,  and  base  my  conclusions  upon  the 
genera  nearly  equally  abundant  in  species  upon  both  sides, 
which  will  be  found  to  be  the  case  in  the  Physadee.  Thus  we 
have  about  50  species  of  Physa,  Limnea,  and  Planorbis,  of 
which  three,  or  6  per  cent,  are  European  :  but  with  Ancylus, 
the  number  of  Physadee  is  raised  to  60,  reducing  the  percent- 
age to^ve.  If  we  reject  Ampullaria  as  a  southern  form  not 
admissible  into  the  fauna  of  Europe,  the  remaining  portions 
of  Lamarck's  Peristomata  will  not  cause  the  result  to  vary,  so 
that  we  may  safely  assume  the  last  named  number  as  indicat- 
ing the  proper  proportion. 

In  preparing  lists  like  the  foregoing  one,  we  are  met  by 
several  difficulties,  the  most  important  turning  upon  the  iden- 
tity or  non-indentity  of  certain  shells,  apparently  the  same,  but 
found  upon  different  continents  ;  with  no  apparent  existing 
means  of  traversing  the  intervening  ocean.  The  question  at 
issue  resolves  itself  into  two  propositions:  1.  Animals  occurring 
in  separate  regions,  which  they  could  not  have  attained  by 
crossing  the  intermediate  space,  however  much  they  may  re- 
semble each  other,  are  distinct  species. 

2.  Similar  animals,  under  whatever  circumstances  they  may 
be  found,  constitute  but  one  species. 

At  the  very  onset  we  are  met  by  the  question.  What  is  a 
species  ?  and  sides  will  be  taken  according  to  the  answer  each 
one  is  ready  to  adopt,*     The  definition  of  a  species  does  not 


American  form.  Some  conchologists  consider  the  two  genera  identical,  an  opinion 
vhich  the  characters  and  geographical  distribution  will  not  justify,  notwithstanding 
the  near  alliance  between  some  of  the  species.  Melanopsis  is  not  an  American 
genus,  the  species  referred  to  it  by  M.  Deshayes,  (Melania  nupera  Say,)  constituting 
with  several  others  a  distinct  form,  of  which  Lithasia  geniculala  Hold,  is  the  type. 

♦  "  We  have  agreed  that  a  species  shall  be  that  distinct  form  originally  so  created, 
and  producing,  by  certain  laws  of  generation,  others  like  itself.  There  is  this  incon- 
venience attending  the  use  of  it  by  naturalists,  that  it  assumes  as  a  fact,  that  which, 
in  the  present  state  of  science,  is  in  many  cases  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry  ;  namely, 
that  species,  according  to  our  definition,  do  exist  throughout  nature.  It  is  too  conve- 
nient a  term  to  be  dispensed  with,  even  as  an  assumption  ;  only  care  should  he  taken 
that  we  do  not  accept  the  abstract  term  for  the  fact."  Bicheno,  Lin.  Trans,  xv,  482. 
"  There  is  no  law  whatever  hitherto  established,  by  which  the  limits  of  variation  tea 
given  species  can  be  satisfactorily  assigned,  and  until  some  such  law  be  discovered, 
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necessarily  include  descent  from  a  single  pair,  because  the 
first  male  and  the  first  female  would,  by  the  definition,  be  of 
different  species.**  If  we  assume  that  geographical  positioo 
is  of  more  value  than  specific  character,  it  follows  that  we  can- 
not name  Physa  hypnorum,  until  we  know  the  locality  of  tbe 
specimen  ;  nor  can  it  ever  be  ascertained  whether  this  species 
inhabits  both  continents,  if  the  very  enunciation  of  the  &ct 
calls  forth  its  denial.f  Hence  tables  like  that  given  become 
useless  to  the  geologist ;  for  should  he  have  reason  to  infer 
that  certain  regions  were  once  united  by  a  chain  of  islands, 
for  example,  he  will  expect  a  certain  community  of  animal 
species  ;  but  upon  placing  his  specimens  before  a  zoologist,  be 
is  compelled  to  abandon  his  view  by  being  informed  that  no 
species  is  common  to  the  two  regions ;  the  assertion  not  being 
founded  upon  the  positive  evidence  furnished  by  tbe  objects 
themselves,  but  upon  the  mere  opinion  that  they  would  have 
been  unable  to  traverse  the  intervening  ocean.;^ 

If  the  same  species  may  inhabit  distant  regions,  the  fact 
may  be  accounted  for  in  several  ways,  as  by 

we  cannot  expect  precision  in  the  details  of  systematic  botanj.*'  PioC  Heotlov, 
Mag.  Zool.  Bot.  i.  116. 

*  See  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  S.  ii.  622.  Will  any  one  contend  that  when  **  grass  " 
was  first  created,  the  meadows  remained  barren  nntil  coTered  by  multxplicatioii  fiom 
a  single  plant  7 

t  In  the  same  manner,  if  identity  of  species  in  the  parents  were  a  just  dednctioo 
from  the  occurrence  of  a  prolific  oflfspring,  the  question  touching  prolific  hylnridscoaU 
never  be  settled ;  and  if  two  precisely  similar  shells  are  pronounced  distinct  merely 
because  they  are  found  in  strata  of  very  different  ages,  we  can  nerer  determine 
whether  a  fossil  species  can  occur  in  distinct  formations.  This  point  will  be  noticed 
farther  on. 

t  The  circumstances  of  the  existence  of  dissimilar  forms  of  a  common  type  are 
parallel  to  those  of  the  (Ovis  ammon)  equally  found  identical  or  difierent  in  Asia, 
Africa,  and  the  islands  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  existed  anciently  in  Spain,  and 
at  this  moment  is  spread  over  a  great  part  of  western  North  America,  In  no  case 
are  these  animals  suspected  to  have  been  transported  by  human  intervention,  and  yet 
they  are  located  in  some  places  where,  without  the  aid  of  man,  they  cannot  have  mi- 
grated,  unless  we  admit  of  changes  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  since  the  present 
zoology  was  in  being,  of  such  magnitude  as  to  include  the  formation  of  tbe  Mediter- 
ranean —  the  separation  of  the  British  Islands  from  the  continent  of  Eufope  —  of  tbe 
Indian  Islands  from  that  of  Asia  —  and  the  formation  of  a  channel  to  cut  America 
from  connection  with  the  Old  World.  ~  Col.  Hamilton  Smith,  Nat.  Hist,  of 
Horses,  p.  67. 
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1.  Transportation. 

2.  Former  connection  of  the  regions. 

3.  Distribution  from  several  original  centres. 

4.  Transmutation. 

Of  these,  the  two  first  are  the  most  obvious,  but  the  third 
requires  to  be  admitted  with  great  caution,  in  practice,  at 
least,  if  not  in  theory  ;  for,  if  we  suppose  that  certain  physical 
conditions-  of  the  earth's  surface  require  particular  organic 
forms  to  develop  the  great  ends  of  creation,  we  may  conceive 
two  distinct  regions  to  exist,  with  physical  characters  so  nearly 
alike,  as  to  be  better  suited  for  the  habitation  of  some  single 
species  than  for  two  distinct  ones ;  and,  in  the  production  of 
a  new  series  of  beings,  after  a  geologic  convulsion  has  swept 
a  multitude  from  existence,  it  is  not  impossible  that  certain 
exterminated  species  may  be  revived,  to  demonstrate  a  partial 
similarity  between  the  two  epochs,  like  that  indicated  by  the 
plentiful  occurrence  of  genera,  the  identity  of  the  members 
of  which  we  seldom  have  occasion  to  doubt.  But,  although 
many  animals  are  able  to  live  under  varying  circumstances, 
such  a  multitude  of  conditions  are  requisite  to  demand  the 
independent  existence  of  the  same  species  in  the  most  distant 
localities,*  that  the  probabilities  against  such  an  occurrence 
cannot  be  less  than  the  proportion  of  ten  thousand  to  unity. 
It  remains  to  notice  the  hypothesis  usually  named  after 
Lamarck,  certainly  not  because  it  owes  its  origin  to  him,  but 
doubtless  on  account  of  his  lucid  exposition  of  it.  Mr.  Lyell 
gives  a  pretty  full  analysis  of  these  views,  for  the  purpose  of 
disproving  them,  and  he  has  apparently  succeeded  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  but,  as  several  zoological  views  have  been  advanced 
since  the  publication  of  this  philosopher's  <<  Principles  of 
Geology,"  which  tend  to  invalidate  some  of  the  arguments 
brought  forward,  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  hypothe- 
sis in  question  without  alluding  to  them.  Thus  the  cat 
mummies  of  Egypt  were  said  to  be  indentical  with  the  mod- 

*  See  Dr.  Weissenbora's  remarks,  in  Charles  worth's  Mag.  Nat.  Hist,  ii  p.  623. 
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era  Fclis  domestica ;  and  such  was  the  general  opinion,  UDt'iI 
the  discovery,  by  Dr.  Rijppell,  of  the  genuine  analogue  oftbe 
embalmed  species,  in  the  Felis  maniculata  of  Noubia.     I  be- 
lieve Professor  Bell  to  be  correct  in  deciding  that  Felis  domes- 
tica can  neither  be  referred  to  this  species,  nor  to  the  Felis 
catus  found  wild  in  the  forests  of  Europe.*      Again,  great 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  contrasts  presented  by  the  so 
called  varieties  of  the  domestic  dog ;  but  the  hint  given  by 
Pallas,  that  they  are  merely  prolific  hybrids,f  accounts  for  the 
variations  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  manner  than  to  suppose 
them  identical  with  some  single  primary  form.     Col.  Hamiltoo 
Smith,  in  his  valuable  treatise  on  the  Canidse,  :|:  has  developed 
these  views  in  a  masterly  manner,  and,  at  the  same  time,  has 
reduced  the  family  to  such  perfect  order,  that  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate  to   adopt  his  views.<^      The  lamarckian  hypothesis  of 
appetency,  as  he  left  it,  seems  clearly  untenable,  but,  in  a 
modified  form,  affords  room  for  further  discussion.     Thus  it 
appears  impossible  that  a  bird,  with  detached   toes,  should 
ever  acquire  webbed  feet  by  mere  dint  of  swimming  or  desire 
to  swim  ;  but,  as  all  animals  are  formed  with  a  greater  or  less 
approximation  to  certain  models,  why  may  not  the  germ  which 
would  result  in  a  swimming  organ  (as  that  to  which  the  water 
dogs  owe  their  partially  webbed  feet)  be  present  in  a  terres- 
trial animal,  just  as  the  fcctal  brain  is  successively  that  of  a 
fish,  reptile,  and  bird,  before  it  is  that  of  a  perfect  mammal? 
or  as  the  mammary  glands  have  been  known  to  increase  io 
number,  and  to  occur  by  deviation,  in  the  inguinal  region  of 
the  human  subject  ?  || 

*  British  Cluadrupeds,  p.  185. 

t  Caldwell's  Unity  of  the  Human  R&c^. 

t  Nat.  Libr.  See,  also,  Horses,  p.  70,  where  he  remarks,  '*'  It  seems,  Uicrefoft, 
more  consonant  with  the  distribution  of  several  genera  of  animals  on  Uie  earth's 
surface,  to  believe  that  osculating  forms  existed  ab  initio  distinct,  circumstanced  to 
accomplish  certain  ends,  such  as  the  service  of  nian,  and  therefore  framed  so  as  to 
render  them  fusible  into  one  species."  The  same  view  had  been  previously  taken  by 
Mr.  Eyton,  a  British  ornithologist,  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  (N.  S.)  i.  359. 

i  If  these  prevail  among  zoologists,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  psevdo-lamarckians 
to  remodel  their  arguments  to  some  extent,  as  they 'will  be  reduced  to  such  "£icts" 
as  are  given  in  the  next  note  but  one. 

II  In  the  eyeless  fish  and  crustacean  of  the  Kentucky  cave,  the  germs  of  visual 
organs  must  exist,  and  only  require  light  to  cause  the  eyes  theaiselves  to  appear  ia 
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Mr.  Lyell  endeavors  to  show  that  all  our  efforts  to  remove 
a  species  from  its  type  are  successful  only  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  that  the  maximum  deviation  is  attainable  in  a  few  gen- 
erations.* The  lamarckian  contends  that  the  lapse  of  time 
and  amount  of  physical  revolution  are  not  sufficient  to  cause 
any  appreciable  difference  between  the  embalmed  Egyptian 
remains  and  the  forms  now  existing ;  but  we  are  at  liberty  to 
step  into  the  field  of  palaeontology,  and  here,  at  least,  we 
should  be  able  to  find  proofs  of  a  gradation  of  species,  as  I 
believe  Cuvier  remarks.  If  this  view  is  sustained  by  facts,  it 
becomes  an  important  argument,  and  one  which  is  generally 
regarded  as  final ;  but  that  it  should  not  be  received  as  abso- 
lutely conclusive,  I  will  endeavor  to  show. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  suppose  a  transmutation  of  species 
possible,  and  then  attempt  to  account  for  the  asserted  absence 
of  the  intermediate  links.  In  the  first  place,  the  ability  to 
produce  these  links  would  constitute  the  main  ground,  (the 
possibility  of  hybrid ity  being  commonly  overlooked)  for  prov- 
ing the  identity  of  the  two  previously-admitted  species  —  a 
mode  now  in  use,  and  considered  of  great  service,  especially 
when  it  is  well  understood  that  there  are  distinct  species 
among  the  Unionidae,  for  example,  actually  differing  less  from 
each  other  than  the  known  varieties  of  certain  variable  spe- 
cies,! which  a  lamarckian  might  sujTpose  to  be  of  so  recent 
an  origin  as  not  to  have  yet  become  settled  in  the  possession 
of  their  proper  diagnostic  characters.^     Indeed,  notwithstand- 

due  time.     Some  insects,  which  are  usually  apterous,  acquire  wings  under  certain 
circumstances.     Westwood's  Introduction,  ii.  468,  461. 

*  Entertaining  the  opinion  that  the  color  of  the  native  American  depends  upon 
climate,  it  was  not  unusual  for  authors  of  the  last  century  to  affirm  that  the  descend- 
ants of  Europeans  had  already  made  some  progress  in  a  change  of  color.  Azara 
states  that  the  Russians  are  black.  Marco  Polo  affirms  that  some  of  the  distant 
Orientals  had  tails.  Dr.  Prichard  asserts  that  the  heads  of  the  white  race  in  the 
West  Indies  approach  those  of  the  original  natives  in  form,  independently,  as  be 
seems  to  suppose,  of  intermixture ;  and  that  the  climate  of  Virginia,  which  was 
formerly  said  to  darken  the  European,  now  bleaches  the  skin,  and  converts  the  wool 
of  the  blacks  into  hair  in  a  few  generations,  when  they  are  kept  in  the  families  of 
their  employers,  whilst  the  field  laborers  retain  the  original  color. 

t  Mr.  Lyell  admits  that,  if  this  should  be  the  case,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to 
cast  an  additional  doubt  upon  the  definite  nature  of  species. 

t  See  my  Freshwater  Univ.  Mollusca.    Plavobbis,  p.  26. 
53 
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ing  the  assumption  to  the  contrary,  by  authors  who  have  little 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  details  of  natural  history,*  the 
proper  discrimination  between  species  and  variety  is  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  which  the  naturalist  has  to  encounter; 
and  he  who  is  successful  in  this  department  is  entitled  to  a 
rank  which  comparatively  few  can  attain.f 

In  the  second  place,  although  we  may  not  be  able,  artifi- 
cially, to  produce  a  change  beyond  a  definite  point,  it  would 
be  a  hasty  inference,  to  suppose  that  a  physical  agent,  acting 
gradually  for  ages  could  not  carry  the  variation  a  step  or  two 
farther ;  so  that,  instead  of  the  original,  we  will  say  four  va- 
rieties, they  might  amount  to  six,  the  sixth  being  sufficiently 
unlike  the  earlier  ones  to  induce  a  naturalist  to  consider  it 
distinct.!     It  will  now  have  reached  the  limit  of  its  ability 
to  exist  as  the  former  species,  and  must  be   ready  either  to 
develop  a  dormant  organic  element,  or  die  ;  if  the  former  is 
effected,  the  osculating  point  is  passed,  and  the  species  estab- 
lished upon  the  few  individuals  that  were  able  to  survive  the 
shock.     If  the  physical  revolution  supposed  to  be  going  for- 
ward is  arrested  or  recedes,  the  individuals  which  had  not 
passed  the  culminating  point  remain  as  a  fifth  variety,  or  re- 
lapse towards  their  former  station  ;  whilst  the  few  which  have 
crossed  the  barrier  remain  permanently  beyond  it,  even  under 
a  partial  retrogression  of  the  causes  to  which  they  owed  their 
newly-developed  organization.     We  may  suppose  some  spe- 

♦  This  remark  does  not  apply  to  Mr.  Lyell,  whose  arguments  indicate  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject  seldom  apparent  in  the  writings  of  those  to  whom  I  allude 
generally. 

t  "  In  very  extensive  genera,  the  distinctions  of  species  are  so  minme,  that  it  re- 
quires the  most  practised  eye  to  separate  them ;  and,  indeed,  there  are  some  groups, 
the  species  of  which  are  so  intricately  blended  together,  that  no  two  eatomologists 
are  agreed  as  to  their  distinctness."  —  Webtwood. 

t  This  slight  organic  change  might  bring  it  sufficiently  near  a  cognate  species  to 
allow  of  the  production  of  a  prolific  hybrid,  previously  impossible;  for,  as  Mr.  Lyell 
remarks,  (Principles,  ii.  372,  London,  1837,)  "Hybrids  have  sometimes  proved  pro- 
lific, where  the  disparity  was  not  too  great."  He  asks,  (p.  434)  "  if  species  in  gen- 
eral are  of  hybrid  origin,  where  are  the  stocks  which  combine  in  themselves  the 
habits,  properties,  and  organs,  of  which  all  tlie  interveniug  species  ought  to  afford 
us  mere  modifications  7  "  An  answer  may  be  partly  found  in  the  complaint  of 
Professor  Henslow,  (Mag.  Zool.  Bot.  i.  117,)  that  botanists  describe  certain  species 
as  "duabys  prioribus  exacte  intermedia." 
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cies  and  individuals  to  be  more  able  to  pass  than  others,  and 
that  many  become  extinct,  from  inability  to  accomplish  it. 
Under  this  point  of  view,  a  hiatus,  rather  than  a  regular  pas- 
sage, is  required  between  a  species  and  that  whence  it  is  sup- 
posed to  be  derived,  just  as  two  crystals  may  occur,  nearly 
identical  in  composition^  but  without  an  insensible  gradation 
of  intermediate  forms,*  the  laws,  both  of  organic  and  inor- 
ganic matter,  requiring  something  definite ;  whence  the  rarity 
of  hybrids  and  monsters,  themselves  subject  to  established 
laws. 

My  meaning  will,  perhaps,  be  better  understood  by  one  or 
two  illustrations.  We  all  know  that  marine  and  fluviatile 
mollusca  have  their  peculiar  distinctive  characters.  Let  us, 
then,  suppose  a  species  of  Melania  to  inhabit  a  stream  into 
which  a  salt  lake  effects  a  discharge,  the  saline  mixture 
being,  at  first,  so  much  diluted  as  not  to  occasion  the  animal 
much  inconvenience,  until  by  the  gradual  enlargement  of  the 
outlet  of  the  lake,  the  amount  of  the  foreign  ingredient  is  so 
much  increased,  that  the  mollusk  finds  great  difficulty  in  liv- 
ing, and  must  eventually  perish,  unless  it  can  accommodate 
itself  to  the  saHne  medium.  The  form,  however,  not  being 
marine,  the  extreme  case  is  presented,  of  a  necessity  to  change 
into  a  different  genus  —  Fusus,  for  example.  Now  there  is  a 
shell  confined  to  the  Holston  River  and  its  branches,  which 
is,  to  all  appearance,  a  Fusus,  so  that  Say,  the  leading  Ameri- 
can conchologist  of  his  day,  called  it  Fusus  fluvialis.  Accord- 
ing to  the  lamarckian  hypothesis,  this  mollusk  may  have  de- 
scended from  individuals  of  the  more  widely-distributed  and 
nearly-allied  Melania  armigera,  Say;  and  its  transmutation 
(though  now  a  fluviatile  species)  may  have  been  accomplished 
by  the  agency  of  salt  water.  Now,  although  we  will  not 
assert  that  the  salt  water  they  inhabit  is  the  cause  of  the 
siphonal  canal  in  a  large  proportion  of  marine  univalves,  or 
even  insist  that  the  want  of  this  medium  has  some  connection 
with  its  absence  in  the  numerous  freshwater  species,  we  are 

*  The  same  mineral  may  crystallize  with  three,  six,  or  twelve  angles,  but  not  with 
five  or  seven.    Are  the  phases  of  organic  morphism  subject  to  less  definite  laws  ? 
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acquainted  with,  yet,  when  we  find  but  a  Mingle  excepti<m 
among  hundreds  of  species  on  both  sides,  I  cannot  think  it 
unimportant  to  inquirev whether  we  are  to  consider  it  a  mere 
coincidence,  that  this  anomalous  Fusus  fluvialis  should  occur 
in  a  stream  which  rises  in  a  salt  region. 

I  have  noticed,  in  another  place,  the  great  analogy  existing 
between  the  aquatic  Paludina  subcarinata  and   the  terrestrial 
genus  Cyclostoma.     In   the   former  genus,   the   rim    of  the 
aperture  lies  in  close  contact  with  the  body  of  the  shell,  and 
the  opercle  is  composed  of  concentric  elements,  whilst,  in  the 
latter,  it  has  a  tendency  to  disunion,  and  the  opercle  is  coo- 
Btantly  subspiral.     In  the  species  in  question,  ^^  we  find  a  true 
Paludina  occasionally  rounding  its  aperture,  throwing  it  off 
from  the  body  whirl,  and  not  only  assuming  the  physiognomy 
of  Cyclostoma  elegans,  but  actually  departing  so  far  from  the 
normal  character  of  its  genus,  as  to  construct  a  cyclostomoidal 
opercle,  that  of  the  young  enlarging  spirally.     This,  however, 
does  not  continue  ;  the  animal,  as  a  Paludina,  is  not  endowed 
with  the  elements  necessary  to  produce  the  entire  opercle  of 
a  Cyclostoma ;  so  that,  after  continuing  it  to  a  certain  point, 
the  layers  become  normal  or  concentric,  apparently  indicating 
the  impossibility  of  a  de[)arture  from  its  generic  type  beyond 
a  certain  limit."  *     When  I  detected  this  peculiarity,  I  consid- 
ered it  as  affording  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  theory  of 
'<  representation ; "   and,  although  I  still  entertain  the  same 
opinion,  I  cannot  close  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  representation 
itself  must  take  its  place  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  Lamarck's 
views. 

Some  authors,  having  adopted  certain  views  of  species 
and  varieties  almost  at  random,  and  independently  of  zoologi- 
cal or  physiological  considerations,  call  in  the  lamarckian  prin- 
ciple as  far  as  their  notions  render  its  assistance  necessary, 
and  chiefly  that  they  may  refer  the  members  of  the  hu- 
man race  to  one  zoological  species,  whilst  they  will  admit  that 
the  American    Vulpes  fulvui  is   distinct  from  its  European 

*  Freshwater  Univalve  Mollusca,  Physadjk,  p.  17.    It  will  be  remembered  thtt 
Lamsirck,  at  one  period,  coDfouoded  the  geucra  Cyclostoma  and  Pabidina. 
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analogue.  This  brings  us  to  a  result  published  by  a  practi- 
cal zoologist,  our  associate,  Professor  Samuel  George  Mor- 
ton, well  known  by  his  researches  in  anthropology.  Finding 
it  impossible  to  account  for  the  variations  in  the  races  of 
men  on  the  grounds  usually  brought  forward,  he  contends 
that  although  they  constitute  one  species,  the  five  races  were 
endowed  with  distinctive  characters  ab  initio,*  This  view 
places  a  neutral  ground  between  such  as  contend  for  the 
unity  of  the  human  species,  and  those  of  a  contrary  opinion ; 
and  is  of  such  a  nature  that  both  parties  may  occupy  it  with- 
out compromising  the  conclusions  each  has  respectively  adopt- 
ed. Yet  it  is  only  satisfactory  in  the  study  of  the  human 
species,  of  which  we  have  records  and  monuments  of  great 
antiquity,  for  it  is  not  very  likely  that  naturalists  will  be  ready 
to  admit  that  certain  shells  are  referable  to  a  single  species, 
although  endowed  with  distinctive  characters  at  the  period  of 
their  creation. 

The  hasty  assertion  has  been  sometimes  made,  that  if  trans- 
mutation of  species  be  possible,  the  study  of  natural  history 
becomes  useless ;  that  is  to  say,  a  science  is  useless  if  its  prin- 
ciples militate  against  our  view  of  that  science,  and  Avena 
sativa  must  not  be  studied  by  the  botanist  because  it  is  assert- 
ed to  change  into  Secale  cereale  under  peculiar  circumstances.f 
The  lamarckian  might  with  equal  propriety  insist  that  this 
constitutes  the  chief  inducement  to  study;  that  without  it 
every  species  would  be  isolated  in  creation ;  that  there  would 
be  neither  genus,  order,  nor  family  ;  no  relation  between  the 
wings  of  a  bird  and  the  anterior  limbs  of  a  quadruped  ;  and 
the  seven  cervical  vertebrae,  so  constant  in  the  mammalia,  were 
aQcident.  He  might  consider  his  views  as  the  foundation  of 
comparative  anatomy,  the  key  to  the  theories  of  representa- 
tion and  types,  and  the  basis  of  the  classification  of  organized 
bodies.  Nor  could  he  perceive  that  the  study  of  geology 
would  be  affected  by  it  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  the  de- 
ductions from  organic  remains  less  useful  than  under  the  sup- 

♦See  Swainson's  Geogr.  of  Animals,  (Cab.  Cyc.)  p.  2. 
t  See  Charlesworth's  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  i.  674  and  u.  670. 


478  Recent  freshwater  MoUusca^ 

position  that  species  alone  are  permanent,  whilst  eyerything 
else  is  subject  to  change ;  for  were  they  transmutable,  it  would 
be  in  the  course  of  the  long  periods,  and  during  tlie  progress 
of  the  important  changes  which  the  geologist  notes ;  so  that 
whether  these  fragments  be  regarded  as  formerly  identical, 
but  at  present  distinct  from  existing  forms,  or  as  distinct  at  all 
times,  the  general  result  and  its  applications  remain  undis- 
turbed. 

Mr.  Lyell  lays  great  stress  (vol.  ii.  p.  369)  upon  the  fact 
that  Lamarck  docs  not  cite  the  appearance  of  any  new  or- 
gatiy  but  I   have  endeavored  to  show,  that  the  theory  is  not 
dependent  upon  the  production  of  any  organ   not  already  ex- 
isting in  an  undeveloped  state.     His  remarks  against  appe- 
tency are  well  directed  ;  but  the  idea,  in  the  extent  to  which 
it  has  been  carried,  should  be  discarded  as  more    detrimental 
than  useful  to  those  who  maintain  the  instability  of  species; 
because  whilst  its  connection  with  the  subject  is  very  slight, 
the  discussion  of  it  has  a  tendency  to  turn  the  unthinking  in- 
quirer aside  from  the  true  and  philosophical  basis  of  this  im- 
portant question,  leading  him   to  believe  that  if  appetency 
be,  disproved,    transmutation    falls   with    it.     The  objection 
(p.  375)  that  numerous  links  in  the  animal  series  are  wanting, 
has  not   much  force,   as  there   are  many  causes  to   remove 
them,  or  prevent   them  from  becoming  permanently  estab- 
lished ;  and  the   original  creation  may  have  included  a  mul- 
titude of  beings  of  all  classes.     Moreover,  the  species  of  the 
vertebrata   and    articulata  may  be  comparatively  stationary, 
and  the  molluscous  division  peculiarly  liable  to  transmutation 
and  hybridity.     The  reason  why  the  lower  orders  still  exist, 
is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  fact  that  they  are  fitted  for  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  we  find   them.     The  researches  of 
Professor  Forbes,  in  the  Grecian  archipelago,  prove  that  whilst 
some  species  are  gradually  verging  towards  extinction,  oth- 
ers, belonging  to  a  more  recent  period,  are  gradually  increas- 
ing in  numbers. 

I  pretend    not   to   offer   an    opinion   for   or   against   the 
lamarckian  hypothesis,  being  more  anxious  to  show  the  in- 
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sufficiency  of  the  standing  arguments  against  it,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  thorough  revision  of  them,  than  to  take  a 
decided  stand  (upon  a  question  which  I  regard  as  open  to 
further  discussion)  before  its  facts  have  been  carefully  ob- 
served, or  the  resulting  generalizations  properly  deduced ;  so 
that,  whether  it  be  admitted  or  not,  it  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  all  the  discoveries  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it; 
and,  on  this  account,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  give  a  slight 
sketch  of  the  theory  of  transmutation,  as  1  conceive  it  to  be 
modified  by  some  of  the  results  of  modern  science.* 

I  had  intended  to  prepare  a  list  of  insects  common  to 
Europe  and  North  America,  to  be  presented  on  the  present 
occasion  ;  but,  as  our  collections  are  not  in  a  condition  to  ad- 
mit of  such  an  undertaking,  and  as  such  a  list  would  have 
contained  the  names  of  a  number  of  species  which  have 
probably  been  introduced  through  human  intervention,  (as 
Bruchus  pisi  or  Dermestes  lardarius)  I  resolved  to  take  some 
fojnily  of  nearly  equal  distribution  upon  both  continents,  and 
which  had  been  pretty  thoroughly  studied.  For  this  purpose, 
I  have  chosen  the  Brachelyira,  most  of  the  species  of  which 
are  small,  and  of  such  habits  as  to  prevent  them  from  being 
readily  introduced  artificially. 

Of  this  family,  Erichson,  the  highest  authority,  enumerates 
220  North  American  (exclusive  of  Mexican)  species,  of  which 
12,  or  five  and  half  per  cent.,  inhabit  Europe.  But  recent 
discoveries  raise  our  species  to  250,  of  which  none  of  the 
additional  ones  have  been  identified  as  European,  (perhaps 
from  inability  to  institute  comparisons) ;  on  the  strength  of 
which,  we  may  reduce  the  percentage  io  Jive,  when  a  remark- 
able coincidence  is  apparent  with  that  already  assigned  to  the 
Physadse.     Of  the  genus  Philonthus,  22  American  species 


♦  These  views  have  been  held  by  men  of  learning  and  piety  at  various  times. 
Thus  Ray  and  Swammerdam  believed  that  the  parasitic  hymenoptere,  to  which  a 
dead  caterpillar  apparently  gives  birth,  may  result  from  the  division  of  its  vitality 
into  numerous  portions,  and  no  one  finds  fault  with  the  "evil  tendency  "or  "ab- 
surdity *'  of  the  idea.  Now,  the  objection  appears  to  rest  not  so  much  against  the 
opinion  as  the  source  whence  it  comes ;  in  other  words,  Ray  was  an  ElngUsbman, 
whilst  Lamarck  was  a  Frenchman. 
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are  enumerated,  (or  33,  including  Mexico,)  of  which  no  lea 
than  eight  occur  in  Europe ;  and,  of  these  eight,  common 
to  Europe  and  North  America,  but  one  has  been  detected  in 
the  West  Indies.  Erichson  cites  three  species  of  Brachelytra, 
common  to  Europe,  Asia,  and  America  ;  another,  as  common 
to  these  countries  and  South  Africa ;  three,  as  found  in  Europe 
and  South  America ;  and  but  a  single  species  as  apf>ertaining 
to  both  divisions  of  the  American  continent.*  The  last  feet 
is  a  curious  one,  and  shows  how  very  distinct  the  faunas  of 
approximate  regions  may  be.  The  author,  to  whom  I  have 
just  alluded,  remarks  that  northern  species  may  be  found  in 
the  mountains  of  temperate  regions,!  and  cites  Tachinus 
elongatus  as  occurring  in  Sweden,  Unalashka,  and  the  moun- 
tains of  Switzerland. 

Mr.  Westwood  states  that  a  large  species  of  Cybister  (an 
aquatic   coleopter)  occurs   at  Senegal,  Guinea,   Cape  Good 
Hope,  Madagascar,  Mauritius,  anfi  in  the  Indian  archipelago; 
and  Mr.  Kirby,  that  Sphodrus  terricola  inhabits  Great  Briti^n 
and  Valparaiso,!  Carabus  vietinghovii,  Siberia  and  America, 
and  a  species  of  Isopleurus,  India  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.^ 
M.  Laporte  affirms  ||  that  Nogrus  griseus  is  found  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe  ;  and  M.  Guerin  Meneville,  that  a  crus- 
tacean, (Pontonia  custos)  found  parasitic  in  bivalve  shells  at 
Rio  Janeiro,  is  identical  with    individuals  from  the   Morea. 
Probably  Libiniacana,  liculata  Say^  and  certainly  Cancer  irro- 
ratus.  Say,  inhabit  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts  of  North 
America  ;1I   and,  according  to  Professor  Ehrenbei^,**  two 
thirds  of  the  microscopic  protozoa  hitherto  detected  on  our 
continent,  inhabit  Europe  also. 

Of  the  species  indicated  in  the  list  at  the  head  of  this 
paper,  Paludina  vivipara  is  found  in  Ireland,  England,  Swe- 
den, Germany,  and  Sicily ;   Physa  hypnorum  in  the  same, 

*  North  and  South  America  present  us  with  entirely  distinct  groups  of  many 
animals,  as  in  the  order  Rodentia. 

t  See  Dr.  Pickering's  botanical  map,  in  the  Araer.  Phil.  Trans.,  toI.  It. 

t  Bridgw.  Tr.,  Am.  ed.,  p.  29.  5  lb.  p.  494,  note. 

II  Ann.  Ent.  Soc.  Fr.  i.  397.  IT  Journ.  Acad.  N.  S.  viii.  106, 116. 

♦  ♦  Am.  Journ.  Sci.  xlvi.  309. 
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except  Sicily ;  Fisidium  appendiculatum  in  England  and 
Sweden  ;  and  Limnea  palustris  in  Ireland,  England,  Scot- 
land, Mona,  Germany,  Sweden,  and  Corsica.* 

After  the  authorities  I  have  cited  in  favor  of  a  community 
of  species  between  distant  regions,  I  think  it  indicates  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  boldness  to  deny  the  identity  of  objects 
never  seen,  on  the  strength  of  a  preconceived  opinion,  which, 
if  true,  (and  1  am  far  from  making  the  remark  as  argument 
against  it)  will  destroy  much  of  the  ^interest  with  which 
geographic  zoology  and  botany  are  invested,  and  originate  a 
more  untenable  theory  than  that  of  appetency  ;  for,  according 
to  the  latter,  after  a  fish  would  have  become  a  bird,  it  would 
be  a  bird ;  but,  according  to  the  former,  it  would  still  be  a 
fish  ;f  Cynthia  cardui  would  be  from  three  to  seven  species, 
according  to  the  extent  of  country  required  to  constitute  a 
zoological  region,  as  it  inhabits  North  America,  South  Amer- 
ica, Europe,  Northern,  Western,  and  Southern  Africa,  the 
Islands  of  Madagascar  and  Bourbon,  Bengal,  China,  Java, 
and  Australia ;  and  Colias  edusa,  another  frail  butterfly, 
would,  in  like  manner,  become  four  species,  on  account  of 
its  occurrence  in  North  America,  Europe,  Caflraria,  and  Nipal. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  wish  to  protest  against 
the  practice  of  making  distinct  species  of  similar  organic  re- 
mains, merely  because  they  are  found  in  diflerent  strata  or 
formations  —  a  proceeding  which  must  end  in  the  admission 
that  a  genus  can  contain  more  species  than  distinct  forms, 
(which  involves  a  contradiction)  and,  indeed,  an  infinite 
number  of  species.  There  must,  however,  be  a  limit  to  spe- 
cies, and  the  limit  must  vary  with  the  genera ;  because  an 
insect,  having  more  organs  thajj  a  worm,  aflbrds  a  greater 

*  Gray's  Turton,  p.  30.  Mr.  Lea  has  a  beautiful  and  extensive  series  of  Alasmo- 
don  margaritiferus,  from  various  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  including  Columbia 
River. 

t  This  inference  is  fairly  deducible  from  the  writings  of  Dr.  Prichard,  and  others 
of  the  same  school,  some  of  whom  are  continually  making  attacks  upon  Lamarck, 
for  the  general  or  uncritical  reader,  in  a  manner  ingeniously  calculated  to  keep  the 
merits  of  the  question  out  of  view.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  friends 
of  the  French  philosopher,  that  he  never  produced  anything  approaching  this  in 
absurdity. 

54 
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number  of  distinguishing  points.     Moreover,  whilst  we  admit 
that  there  may  be  500  species  of  Helix,  we  cannot  allow  the 
possibility  of  '200  Ancylus,  with  the  usual  amount  of  character, 
because  the  shell  is  of  the  most  simple   formy  and  deprived 
of  a  number  of  parts  and  modifications  which  aflford  good 
specific  characters  in  the  former  genus.      It   may,  indeed,  be 
insisted,  that,  for  all  we  know  to  the  contrary,  one,  two,  or 
fifty,  species  of  Ancylus  may  be  hidden   under  each  distinct 
form,  and  that,  in  this  manner,  there  may  be  as  many  Ancylus 
as  Helix.     To  assert  that  two  monomorphic  animals,  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  families  having  uniform   tints,  are  distinct, 
because,  if  we  could  metamorphose  them   into  members  of 
another  family,  having  varying  colors,  the   tints  of  the  two 
(not  being  subject  to  the  law  of  uniformity)  might  present 
a  specific*  variation,  is  to  imagine  an  organic  iso-morphism f 
of  which  we    have   hitherto  had  no  evidence.       Admitting, 
however,  that,  in  an  imaginary  metamorphosis,  two  individu- 
als (none  of  which  are  absolutely  alike  in  every  point)  of  a 
species  of  Melania,  should  result  in  two  distinct  species  of 
Conus,  of  different  markings  and  colors,  I  conceive   that  we 
would  not  be  justified,  either  in  assuming  the  specific  difler- 
ence  of  the  former,  or  the  identity  of  the  latter,  which  we 
derive  from  them ;  because,  although,  as  Conus,  they  would 
be  distinct  from  the  possession  of  a  diflferent  modification  of 
character,  as  Melania,  they  must  be  alike,  the  characters  being 
identical.     Let  us  now  suppose  our  metamorphosis  to  take 
the  opposite  direction,  the  subjects  being  two  species  of  Helix 
of  the  same  size,  form,  color,  and  texture,  of  shell  and  ani- 


*  "Specific,  that  makes  a  tbinsr  of  the  species  of  which  it  is;  designating  tho 
peculiar  property  or  properties  of  a  thing,  which  constitute  its  species,  and  distin- 
guink  it  from  other  things.  Specific  character,  a  circumstance  or  circumstances 
distinguishing  one  species  from  ever}' other  species  of  the  same  genus."  —  Web- 
ster's Diet.  It  is  evi(h;nt,  from  these  definitions,  that,  where  there  is  no  specific 
character,  there  can  be  no  distinct  species ;  so  that,  to  prevent  confusion,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  those  whose  views  I  am  opposing,  to  adopt  some  other  term,  instead 
of  ifprcics,  to  designate  what  they  contend  for. 

t  This  term  may  be  introduced  into  zoology  to  indicate  the  resemblance  which 
a  parasitic  insect  bears  to  another,  into  whoso  nest  it  must  be  able  to  penetrate  uq> 
observed. 
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mal ;  one  with  a  columellar  fold,  a  thickened  outer  lip,  armed 
with  teeth,  and  a  wide  umbiHcal  depression ;  the  other  with- 
out a  thickened  lip,  teeth,  fold,  or  depression.  In  converting 
these  dissimilar  shells  into  Ancylus.  they  must  produce  but 
one  species,  notwithstanding  the  extent  of  their  disagreement, 
because  the  latter  genus  never  has  a  thickened  lip  nor  teeth, 
and  cannot  possibly  have  the  remaining  characters  which 
Helix  presents.  The  same  reasoning  has  a  bearing  upon 
higher  divisions,  and  prevents  us  from  setting  aside  a  genus 
like  Helicina,  because  there  cannot  be  a  corresponding  genus 
allied  to  Patella ;  and  it  is  fatal  to  the  quinary,  or  any  other 
numerical  arrangement,  because,  in  proportion  to  the  simplici- 
ty of  the  form,  and  the  reduction  of  the  organs,  must  the 
number  of  groups  and  aggregates  diminish,  of  vvhatevigr  value 
or  denomination  they  may  be.*  It  appears  needless  to  assert 
that  the  absence  of  characters  upon  which  generic  and  spe- 
cific distinction  would  depend,  renders  two  forms  identical ; 
as,  in  natural  history,  we  cannot  admit  "a  distinction  without 
a  difference." 

I  am  aware  that  species  from  distant  localities,  long  con- 
founded, have  eventually  been  found  to  present  distinctive 
characters  ;  but,  whilst  this  ought  to  teach  us  caution,  it 
should  not  lead  us  to  pronounce  all  such  objects  distinct,  until 
similar  diagnostic  characters  be  detected,  or  we  adopt  a  rule 
in  the  one  case  which  we  reject  in  the  other ;  namely,  that 
objects  are  distinct  which  appear  identical,  under  the  operation 
of  a  peculiar  law,  only  when  remote  localities  are  concerned, 
which  exerts  no  influence  upon  animals  of  the  same  region. 
Thus,  if  Cicada  septendecim  were  to  occur  in  Australia,  it 
would  be  considered  a  distinct  species,  whilst  the  seventeen 
broods  of  our  own  country  constitute  but  one ;  although  it 
admits  of  a  doubt  whether  all  are  the  descendants  of  a  single 
pair.  The  same  remark  will  probably  apply  to  all  the  species 
of  this  genus,  the  period  required  to  bring  them  to  maturity 
being  unknown.     Moreover,  the  very  fact  of  a  species  living 

*  This  idea  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  an  ornithologist  is  the  prT)poser  of  the 
qoiaary,  and  an  entomologist  of  the  septenary  arrangement. 
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under  modiBed  habits,  in  distant  localities,   may  produce  a 
variation  which,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  consid- 
ered specific,  no  intervening  links  being   possible;   so  that, 
after  all,  such  species  may  be  founded  upon  quasi  characters,* 
just   as   two  moUusks  have  been   described    under  separate 
names,  because  one  lives  in  rough  water,  and   has  a  strong 
shell,  and  the  other  in  smooth  water,  with  a  thin  shell,  when 
the  varying  texture  of  the  shells  has  depended  upon  the  local- 
ity .f     Now,  as  most  of  the  species  named  in   my  list  do  not 
present   appreciable   distinctions,  although   found   in  regions 
widely  separated,  it  remains  for  those  who  contend  that  local- 
ities indicate  species,  to  inform  us  how  far  west  of  its  present 
position  Ireland  should  have  been  placed,  to  induce  them  to 
believe  its  Paludina  vivipara  another  species  ;  and,  in  case 
this  island  were  to  occupy  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic,  whether 
the  analogous  shell  should  be  considered  as  appertaining  to 
the  American,  the  European,  or  to  an  entirely  distinct  species. 
The  same  question  might  be  raised  with  respect  to  Rhinoceros 
sondiacus,  found  equally  in  Sumatra  and  Java ;  and  Elephas 
maximus,  because  it  inhabits  some  of  the  Asiatic  islands,  as 
well  as  the  continent.     Mr.  Jenyns  is  inclined  to  doubt  the 
validity  of  '^  many  of  the  species  found  in  distant  latitudes, 
which,  although    presenting   the   closest   affinity  to   some   in 
Europe,  have  been  considered  distinct  by  naturalists,  princi- 
pally on  the  ground  of  their  inhabiting  such  different  geograph- 
ical positions."  —  Mag.  Zool.  Bot.,  i.  25. 

*  They  may  be  what  Dr.  Engclmann  calls  :^eographiccd  vartciir»f  "  where  no  spe- 
cific distinction  can  he  discovered  between  the  natives  of  both  continents,  but  where 
the  American  and  European  variety  can  always  be  disting^uished  by  some  points  of 
minor  importance."  —  Am.  J.  Sci.,  vol.  xlvi.  p.  94.  According  to  the  same  botanist, 
ten  out  of  twelve  American  species  of  Kquisctum  are  found  in  Kurope.  —  Tli.  p.  61. 

t  "  We  often  reijard  a  dilftrent  habitation  as  a  proof  of  a  difference  in  species, 
while  it  may  be  the  cause  of  the  variation."  —  Gray's  Turton,  p.  240.  Schlegel,  a 
German  hcrpotologist,  after  stating  his  belief  that  the  American  Rana  halecina  and 
sylvalica  arc  identical  with  European  species,  remarks  that  it  is  "d'un  interet  infiai- 
ment  plus  puissant,  dc  savoir  que  nos  deux  esp^ces  de  grenouilles  conununes  d'Eu- 
rope  sont  rcpandues  k  peu  pres  sur  le  mcme  de^rc^  de  lalitude  dans  tout  rhenii<sphere 
boreal,  et  qu'elles  prcscnlent  dans  des  contrees  aussi  distantes  el  de  nature  diverse, 
comme  le  sont  I'Europc,  le  nord  de  I'Afrique,  I'Asie  tempi'r^e,  le  Yapon  el  TAmeri- 
que  septentrionalc  des  differences  si  peu  notables,  que  les  naiuralistes  auront  de  la 
peine  h.  les  signaler,  et  qu*ils  ne  Tiendront  pas  k  bout  d'en  6numerer  de  ocmstantes." 
—  Revue  Zool.,  1838,  p.  321. 
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ART.  XLI.  — DESCRIPTIONS  AND  NOTICES  OF  SOME  OF  THE  LAND 

SHELLS  OF  CUBA.    By  A.  A.  Gould,  M.  D. 

Within  the  last  two  years,  I  have  received  several  par- 
cels of  shells,  many  of  them  containing  the  living  animal, 
collected  by  Mr.  John  Bartlett,  on  the  island  of  Cuba,  near 
Matanzas,  accompanied  by  careful  memoranda  of  the  habits 
and  stations  of  the  animals.  A  few  of  them  were  briefly 
noticed  on  the  cover  of  the  first  number  of  the  present  vol- 
ume ;  most  of  these  I  have  since  ascertained  to  have  been 
described  by  Dr.  Pfeiffer,  in  "  Wiegmann's  Archiv  fiir  Natur- 
geschichte,"  for  1839-40,  a  work  which  had  not  then 
reached  this  country.  As  however,  the  study  of  concho- 
logy  no  longer  consists  in  observing  the  external  config- 
uration and  marking  of  shells,  but  embraces  the  study  of 
the  animals  producing  them  also,  it  may  not  be  amiss  if  I  give 
a  list  of  the  shells,  with  such  observations  as  were  noted  by 
Mr.  Bartlett,  and  such  as  I  have  made  upon  the  animals 
which  reached  me  alive ;  all  that  relates  to  them  as  existing 
in  Cuba,  is,  of  course,  derived  from  him. 

The  principal  localities  mentioned  are  La  Carolina,  Retiro, 
Motint  Vernon,  St.  Cecilia,  and  Santa  Ana,  which  are  coflTee 
estates,  (cafetales)  in  the  district  of  Sumidero,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Coliseo  post  office,  a  distance  of  twenty  to 
twenty-five  miles  south  east  of  Matanzas.  San  Jorge  is  a 
sugar  plantation  on  Sagua  la  Grande  river,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  east  of  Matanzas. 

Coffee  trees  are  planted  about  six  feet  apart,  and  on  a 
portion  of  most  estates  plantain  trees  grow  in  the  spaces. 
When  too  exuberant  many  of  the  smaller  ones  are  cut  down, 
and  when  the  fruit  is  mature  the  old  trees  are  cut  close  to 
the  ground ;  being  full  of  sap  they  moisten  the  earth  where 
they  lie.  Under  these  are  found  some  of  the  Helices,  and 
most  of  Helicina  and  Glandina,  attracted,  no  doubt,  by  the 
shelter  and  moisture  thus  aflforded. 
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IIeltx  auricoma,  Fer.,  HiiU  dcs  MoIL,  plate  46,  fig.  7 
to  9.     Prodr.  No.  80. 

There  is  much  variation  in  the  color  of  the  animal.  In 
some  it  is  reddish  brown,  in  others  slate-color.  Of  Iwo 
specimens  found  in  contact,  one  was  light  reddish  brown  oq 
the  sides,  and  dark  brown  on  the  back  and  tentacles.  The 
other  was  slate-colored,  dark  on  back  and  tentacles,  and 
lighter  at  sides.  It  was  never  seen  upon  trees,  nor  upon  a 
log,  not  even  in  the  wet  season  ;  but  a  specimen  left  at  lib- 
erty crawled  to  the  top  of  the  room  in  the  night,  and  remain- 
ed fixed  there  until  dislodged. 

It  is  found  on  the  coffee  plantations  under  plantain  leaves; 
in  the  woods  on  the  limestone  knobs,  among  stones  and 
under  leaves,  close  upon  the  ground.  In  the  dry  months 
it  forms  a  calcareous  epiphragm  over  the  aperture,  and  this 
is  the  only  species  which  was  observed  to  form  a  covering  of 
similar  material. 

Found  in  plenty  on  the  La  Carolina  and  Retiro  estates, 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Matanzas.  In  the  latter 
locality  many  dead  ones  were  found  in  wild  shrubbery, 
among  rocks,  near  salt  water,  occupied  by  hermit  crabs. 
They  were  smaller  than  those  found  in  the  interior.  The 
variety  brought  from  the  region  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  is  also 
small,  solid,  coarsely  wrinkled,  and  somewhat  distorted  by  the 
pursing  in  of  the  aperture.  It  is  probably  this  variety  to 
which  Lamarck  applied  the  term  H.  microstoma. 

Helix  Bonplandii,  Lam. ;  Feruss.,  Hist,  des  MoIL,  plate 
46  A.  fig.  2. 

Animal,  dark  slate-color,  long,  and  finely  granulated ;  lives 
upon  trees,  and  is  rather  rare  and  difficult  to  be  obtained. 
Found  at  La  Carolina,  St.  Cecilia,  Retiro,  and  near  Matanzas 
in  September  and  March.  Fine,  fresh  specimens  are  dark 
brown,  and  individuals  vary  much  in  the  elevation  of  the 
spire. 
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Helix  multistriata,  Desh. ;  Encyc.  Meth,  Vers.  ii.  248. 
H.  circumtexta,  Feruss.,  Hist,  des  Moll,  plate  27  A.  fig.  4, 5, 6. 

Animal,  dark  brown,  with  three  black  longitudinal  stripes. 
It  is  rarely  obtained  alive.  Most  of  the  specimens  were 
found  under  decayed  leaves  in  the  woods,  on  the  limestone 
knobs,  among  stones,  in  the  autumn.  Collected  at  La  Caro- 
lina and  Mount  Vernon. 

Helix  Poeyi,  Petit;  GuerirCs  Mag,  de  ZooL  1836.  plate 
74. 

Two   or    three    found   about  Sagua  la  Grande. 

Helix  gilvus,  Fer.,  Hist,  des  Moll,,  plate  21  B.  fig.  1. 

This  shell,  which  I  described  under  the  name  of  H.  peni- 
cillata,  is  pronounced  by  high  authority  to  be  the  immature  of 
H.  gilvus.  Mr.  B.  says,  however,  that  he  has  collected  them 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  has  never  seen  them  exhibiting 
marks  of  further  maturity. 

The  animal  is  of  a  light  drab  color ;  a  delicate,  dusky, 
fawn-colored  median  line,  and  a  similar  one  along  each  ten- 
tacle, extending  backwards.  Below  this,  on  each  side,  is  a 
more  delicate  line,  extending  still  further  backwards.  Neck 
finely  granulated. 

Found  plentifully  on  shrubs  in  a  pasture,  where  they  were, 
of  course,  much  exposed  to  the  sun,  at  La  Carolina. 

Helix  cubensis,  Pfeif. ;  Weigm,  Archiv,  1839-40.  H. 
Lanieriana,  D'Orb. ;  Moll,  de  Cuba,  plate  7,  fig.  7. 

The  shell  I  have  in  view  accords  accurately  with  Pfeif- 
fer's  description,  and  is  unquestionably  the  shell  figured  in 
Sagra's  work.  Mr.  Bartlett,  however,  with  apparent  good 
reason,  regards  it  as  merely  a  variety  of  the  preceding  species, 
H.  gilvus.  His  description  of  the  animal  is  as  follows  : 
"  tentacles,  dark  slate-color,  body  nearly  white,  with  a  dull 
slate-colored  line  each  side,  and  another  on  the  back."  This 
agrees  very  closely,  with  my  description  of  H.  gilvus ;   and 
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having  also  seen  the  anima),  I  have  detected  no  difference. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  his  notes  :  *'  Feb.  1843.  1 
find  on  the  bushes,  on  the  side  hill  above  the  fort  (Matanzas) 
some  of  this  species.  They  are  not  so  well  marked  as  those 
found  in  the  interior ;  these  are  a  dun  or  cream-color,  the 
bands  and  cross  markings  in  most  specimens  quite  obscure.'' 
Again,  *^  these  shells  have  no  transverse  marks  like  those 
found  on  the  Carolina,  but  are  evidently  the  same  species. 
These  are  of  various  colors,  some  ashy-white,  others  dun  ; 
some  have  two  obscure  brown  bands  on  the  body  whorl, 
while  on  others  the  bands  are  quite  distinct." 

Helix  fragilis,  Pfeif. ;  Wiegm,  Archiv^  1 839—40. 

These  appear  somewhat  immature,  though  they  were  found 
dead.  They  resemble  the  young  of  H.  auricoma  and  H. 
Bonplandli,  but  are  much  more  rough  "  like  a  file." 

Found  in  the  woods  under  leaves,  and  among  stones  on  the 
limestone  knobs,  on  the  Carolina,  Retiro,  and  Mt.  Vernon 
estates. 

Helix  Boothiana,  Pfeif. ;  fViegm,  Archicy  1840. 
Helix  Ottonis,  Pfeif. ;   Wiegm.  Archiv,  1839. 
Helix  saxicola,  Pfeif. ;   fViegm.  Archiv,  1839. 
Found  on  trees,  in  the  crevices  of  the  bark,  at  La  Carolina. 

Helix  septemvolva,  Say.     Near  Matanzas. 

Helix  Ramonis,  D'Orb.,  Moll,  de  Cuba,  plate  viii.  fig.  1-4. 

Animal,  light  horn-colored,  with  two  darker  lines  behind 
tentacles.  These  are  short,  black,  somewhat  dilated  near 
base  ;  back  beautifully  granulated. 

This  belongs  to  the  group  named  Polygyra  by  Say,  and 
somewhat  resembles  H.  septemvolva.  Perhaps  the  peculiar 
form  of  the  tentacles  will  be  found  constant  in  all  species  of 
the  group. 

Found  near  Matanzas. 
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AcHATiNA  FASciATA,  Miill.,  A.  vcxillum,  Brug. 

Sometimes  found  in  the  woods  high  on  the  trees,  but  most 
abundant,  on  abandoned  coffee  plantations.  In  dry  weather 
they  attach  themselves  to  the  body  and  largest  limbs  of  the 
coffee  trees  so  strongly  that,  in  detaching  them,  the  bark 
comes  off  with  them.  They  form  a  strong  parchment  film 
over  the  aperture  during  the  dry  season.  "  None  of  these 
were  found  on  the  square  of  coffee  with  the  green-banded 
ones ;  (var.  crenaia,  Swains.)  but  on  another  square,  not  a 
qiiarter  of  a  mile  distant,  there  were  plenty  of  this  kind.  On 
this  square  the  coffee  trees  were  not  so  old,  and  were  more 
shaded.  A  few  green-banded  ones  were  found  here  also,  but 
not  one  in  twenty." 

A  few  seen  at  Sagua  were  all  of  the  spotted  kind. 

AcHATiNA  GRAciLLiMA,  Pfcif.,  Wtegm.  Arckiv,      1840. 

ACHATINA     OCTONA,    Chcm. 

Animal,  bright  yellow,  half  the  length  of  the  shell.  Found 
at  La  Carolina,  under  a  heap  of  old  corn  husks,  so  plenti- 
fully   that   hundreds  could    be   collected  in  a  few    minutes. 

Glandina  oleacea,  Feruss.,  Prodr,  No.  360. 

"  Animal,  light  reddish  brown,  with  three  dark  stripes  on 
the  back  and  sides.  It  has  six  tentacles,  the  posterior  pair  is 
longest ;  the  anterior  ones  are  joined  at  the  base,  tapering  to 
a  point,  in  shape  like  a  shark's  tooth  ;  the  others  terminate 
bluntly  with  knobs,  <Slc."  The  third  or  anterior  tentacles  are 
merely  dilatations  of  the  angles  of  the  hood,  which,  however, 
serve  the  purpose  of  tentacles.  The  animal  accords  generally 
with  that  of  G.  iruncaiOy  described  by  Dr.  Wyman  at  page  416. 

They  are  not  plentiful,  but  are  occasionally  found  under 
fallen  plantain  trees,  and  under  leaves  in  the  woods,  under 
decayed  wood,  <Slc. 

Glandina    folliculus.    Lam.,    Achatina   solidula,    Pfeif. 
More  rare,  but  found  in  the  same  localities  as  G.  oleacea. 

55 
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Pupa  unicarinata,  Lam.,  Bulimus  Canimensis,  Pfeif., 
Archiv,   1839. 

Found  on  a  small  limestone  knob  on  the  Retire,  some  in 
the  woods  and  others  on  the  side  bill. 

Pupa  servilis,  Gould.     See  page,  356. 
Pupa  contracta,  Say. 
Pupa  chrysalis,  Per. 

The  animal  is  light  greyish,  the  anterior  tentacles  very  small ; 
motions  very  sluggish.  Found  on  the  rocks  on  one  side  of 
Matanzas  harbor,  within  reach  of  the  spray,  in  company  with 
Littorina  angulifera,  lineata,  die.  Others  of  a  much  more  stint- 
ed growth  were  found  farther  inland.  When  at  rest,  they 
secure  the  aperture  by  a  firm,  membranous  epiphragm. 

An  entire  revision  of  the  large  West  India  species  of  Pupa 
is  requisite.  They  appear  to  have  been  but  little  studied ; 
and  the  descriptions  given  are  very  indefinite.  The  above 
species,  for  instance,  might  be  referred,  with  almost  equal 
propriety,  either  to  P.  wua,  P.  chrysalisy  P.  maritima,  Pfeif., 
and  the  small  variety  to  P.  mumioUiy  Pfeif.  That  varieties  are 
broad  and  numerous  does  not  admit  of  doubt. 

Pupa  (Cylindrella)  elegans,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv,  1840. 
Pupa  (Siphonostoma)  lituus,  Gould. 

Animal,  nearly  white,  with  a  slight  tinge  of  slate  color 
above.  The  foot  is  very  short,  blunt  behind,  and  in  all  re- 
spects like  that  of  Pupa  chrysalis.  If  it  proves  to  belong  to 
a  new  genus,  the  name  Siphonostoma,  (originally  Brachypus, 
Guilding,  Zool.  Journ.  iv.  167,)  will  have  precedence  over 
that  of  Cylindrella,  PfeifTer. 

Pupa  (Siphonostoma)  porrecta,  Gould.    Plate  xxiv.  fig.  12. 

Testi  gracillimfty  fusiformi,  glabrft,  pellucid^,  maculis  albis,  subquadratis, 
ob8cur6  tessellatis :  anfr.  ad  24,  ultimo  disjuncto  et  vald6  porrecto : 
apertur&   campanulatA,  subquadratd  ;  peristomate   albo,  reflexo. 
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Shell  very  slender  and  delicate,  fusiform,  translucent,  some- 
what enlarged  at  tip  ;  surface  faintly  tessellated  with  subquad- 
rate  spots  of  opaque  white :  whorls  about  twenty-four,  about 
eight  of  which  are  usually  broken  from  the  summit ;  the 
others  are  very  slightly  convex,  smooth  ;  the  last  whorl  is  dis- 
joined from  the  penultimate,  and  stretched  out  so  as  to  take 
nearly  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  shell,  and  to  bring  the 
plane  of  the  aperture  nearly  at  right  angles  with  it ;  this  last 
whorl  is  also  covered  with  minute,  close-set  ribs ;  aperture 
circular,  with  the  peristome  broadly  and  roundly  everted. 
Length,  }  inch  ;  breadth,  tJtt  inch. 

This  is  the  most  interesting  of  the  group  to  which  it  belongs. 
There  is  probably  no  land  shell  so  slender,  and  made  up  of  so 
many  whorls.  In  fresh  specimens  it  is  beautifully  flecked 
with  spots  of  opaque  white.  It  is  most  nearly  allied  to  Cy- 
lind.  crispula,  Pfeiffer.  Found  at  the  Retiro,  at  the  edge  of 
woods,  on  a  limestone  knob,  under  a  shelving  rock. 

Pupa  (Siphonostoma)  lactaria,  Gould.    Plate  xxiv.  fig.  13. 

TestA  fusiformi,  apice  truncatA,  tenui,  albiilA,  sursum  fuscescente,  rivulis 
lacteis  longitiulinalitcr  undique  notatd  :  anfr.  superstitibus  10,  convexiusculis, 
concinn6  stiiatis  j  ultimo  carinato  ;  apertiird  circulari,  atnplo,  expanse  ; 
peribtomale  albo,  modice  everso  :  collo  brevi. 

Shell  fusiform,  truncated  at  tip,  thin  and  translucent,  yel- 
lowish white,  becoming  dusky  towards  apex,  and  variegated 
with  flexuous,  milk-white,  longitudinal  lines.  Remaining 
whorls  about  ten,  slightly  convex,  elegantly  sculptured  by 
delicate,  oblique,  longitudinal  striae,  of  a  uniform  size  on  all 
the  whorls  ;  the  last  whorl  has  a  distinct  keel  skirting  the  re- 
gion of  the  umbilicus. 

Separation  of  the  last  whorl  short,  forming  a  large,  rounded, 
trumpet-shaped  aperture,  turning  outwards  to  form  a  narrow, 
white  lip.  The  aperture  stands  at  an  angle  of  45°  with  the 
axis  of  the  shell.     Length,  f  inch  ;  breadth,  2%  inch. 

In  shape  this  species  resembles  C.  elegans,  Pf. ;  though  more 
nearly  like  Clausilia  subula  1  Ferus.  in  size  and  sculpture,  but 
it  is  more  ventricose,  has  fewer  whorls,  a  shorter  neck,  larger 
aperture,  and  less  broadly  reflected  lip. 
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Animal,  white,  with  a  dark  line  along  the  back  of  each 
tentacle,  one  along  middle  of  back,  and  a  very  fine  one  along 
each  check. 

Found  in  March,  near  Matanzas. 

Pupa  (Siphonostoma)  subula  ?  Ferus.,  Prodr.  No.  508. 
Hist,  des  Moll,  plate  163,  fig.  8. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  that  this  is  Ferussac's  species,  but  it 
must  be  very  near  it.  The  animal  is  a  little  rusty  above,  with 
a  pale  slaty  line  along  each  tentacle. 

Found  near  Matanzas. 

Pupa  (Cylindrella)  ckispula,  Pfeif.,    Wiegm.  jirchiv. 

Found  under  a  high  precipice  of  limestone,  near  Chapeau^s 
Cave,  on  Mount  Vernon  estate. 

Helicina  submarginata.  Gray,  TjOoL  Journal,  i.  68.  Plate 
6,  fig.  2,  Sowerby  Thesaur,  ConchyL  No.  10,  plate  3,  fig.  123, 
137.  H.  rubra,  Pfeif.  H.  crassa,  D'Orb.  MoU.  de  Cuba,  p.  243. 

Animal,  entirely  greenish  black  above,  dusky  beneath, 
length  about  one  diameter  of  the  shell,  surface  finely  reticula- 
ted. Motions  very  sluggish.  All  the  specimens  procured 
alive  were  found  buried  an  inch  or  two  deep,  under  decayed 
plantain  trees,  at  the  Retiro,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  large  rocks. 

Helicina  Sagra,  D'Orb.,  Moll,  de  Cuba,  p.  240.  Sow- 
erby, Thes.  Conchyl.  plate  1,  fig.  10;   plate  3,  fig.   126. 

Animal  similar  to  that  of  H.  submarginata,  but  was  found 
in  dry,  open  fields  near  Matanzas. 

Helicina  pulcherrima,  Lea,  Amer.  Philos.  Trans. ;  Sowb. 
Thes.  Conchyl.  No.  16,  plate  3,  fig.  112,  113. 

The  three  last  species  vary  somewhat  in  form  and  size,  but 
more  especially  in  the  color  of  the  aperture.  In  the  first  it  is 
dark  livid  ;  in  the  second,  bright  lemon  color,  and  in  the  last, 
white.  Between  the  animals  of  tiie  two  first,  I  could  make 
out  no  appreciable  difference.  It  is  most  probable  that  they 
are  only  local  varieties  of  the  same  species. 
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Helicina  adspersa,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv,  1839.  Sowb., 
Thes.  Conchyl  plate  3,  fig.  103,  115,  124,  125.  H.  variega- 
ta,  D'Orb.,  Moll,  de  Cuba,  plate  242. 

Aniraal,  when  extended,  one  and  a  half  diameters  of  the 
shell ;  tentacles,  very  long  and  slender ;  foot,  drab  colored ; 
head,  tentacles,  eyes,  and  a  linear  spot  on  the  median  line  of 
tail  greenish  black ;  lip,  paler.  The  proportion  of  dark  and 
light  color,  variable.  Motions  unusually  brisk,  nearly  as  much 
so  as  those  of  a  Cyclostoma,  and  the  animal  is  apparently 
much  less  timid.  Found  under  leaves,  and  adhering  high  up 
the  side  of  the  precipice,  near  Chapeau's  Cave,  and  never  un- 
der ground  like  the  other  species.  "  Some  are  bright  yellow 
without  markings,  others  plain  white,  and  then  again  with  a 
white  ground  and  beautifully  marked." 

Helicina  globulosa,  D'Orb.  MolL  de  Cuba,  p.  294. 
Sowb.   Thes,  Conchyl.  plate  3,  fig.    127,  128. 

Animal,  nearly  white,  tentacles  dark.  Found  on  La  Caro- 
lina and  Retiro,  under  leaves  at  the  margin   of  woods. 

Helicina  nitida,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv,  1839.  Sowb. 
Thesaur.  Conchyl.  No.  68,  plate  3,  fig.  16.    H.  glabra,  Gould. 

La  Carolina,  St;  Ana,  Retiro,  and  Mt.  Vernon. 

Helicina  rugosa,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv,  1839.  Sowb. 
Thesaur.  Conchyl.  No.  72,  plate  3,  fig.  132. 

On  the  ground,  among  plantain  trees,  at  Sagua  la  Grande. 

Helicina  hispida,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv,  1839.  Sowb. 
Thesaur.   Conchyl.  No.  16,  plate  3,  fig.  112, 113. 

La  Carolina,  Retiro,  and  Mt.  Vernon  estates  ;  found  just  un- 
der leaves,  in  the  woods,  on  the  limestone  knobs. 

Helicina  RUPESTRis,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv,  1839.  Sowb. 
Thesaur.  Conchyl.  No.  46,  plate  3,  fig.  120. 

Found  at  Retiro  and  Mt.  Vernon  estates,  on  side  hills, 
among  limestone  rocks,  under  leaves. 
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Cyclostoma  auriculatum,  D'Orb.,  Sowb.,  Thescmr^  Coti- 
chyl  No.  171,  plate  31,  6g.  277.     C.  bicolor,  Gould. 

Animal,  small,  of  a  cartilaginous  color  and  aspect ;  the  ten- 
tacles, bright  scarlet ;  very  sluggish. 

Found  on  La  Carolina,  St.  Ana,  Retiro,  and  M t.  Vemoa 
estates,  in  the  woods  and  among  recently  planted  coffee  trees. 

Mr.  Sowerby  regards  specimens  which  I  sent  him,  as  be- 
longing to  this  species.  But  I  certainly  never  saw  any  with 
an  aperture  resembling  his  figure.  It  more  nearly  resembles 
his  fig.  ISl,  which  he  calls  a  variety  of  C.  tortum.  I  rest  for 
the  present,  however,  on  his  authority. 

Cyclostoma  Sacra,  D'Orb.  MoU.  de  Cuba  ;  Sowb.,  Thesaur. 
Conchyl.  No.  166,  fig.  279,  128.  C.  pictum,  Pfeif.  C.  ma- 
hogani,  Gould. 

Animal,  light  dove  color,  smooth  above,  granulated  at 
sides  ;  tentacles,  ferruginous  ;  very  active.  This  shell  appears 
to  vary  much  in  size  and  form.  Some  are  nearly  cylindricai, 
while  others  are  ventricose.  Some  specimens  from  Sagua  la 
Grande  are  much  larger  than  any  I  have  seen  figured  or  de- 
scribed. "They  are  widely  diffused  over  all  parts  of  the 
island  I  have  visited.  I  do  not  think  they  climb  trees,  and 
have  found  them  mostly  about  stones."  The  motions  of  the 
animal  are  so  rapid  that  it  seems  almost  to  jump  along. 

Cyclostoma  interruptum.  Sowb.,  Thesaur.  Conchyh 
No.  141,  fig.  150,  151.     C.  catenatum,  Gould. 

I  was  deceived  in  this  shell  by  its  aspect  of  maturity  when 
possessed  of  only  its  single  lip ;  which  was  the  case  with  all 
the  specimens  collected  for  two  years.  Animal,  light  pea- 
green,  neck  reddish,  tentacles  bright  ferruginous,  nearly  car- 
mine. When  in  rapid  motion,  "instead  of  proceeding  direct- 
ly ahead,  with  the  shell  steady,  it  rests  the  shell  on  the  ground 
until  the  body  is  extended  as  far  as  the  shell  will  permit  with- 
out dragging,  then  by  a  sudden  jerk  throws  the  shell  forward, 
and  so  on   alternately,  much   more   rapidly  than  one  would 
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suppose  possible.     First  one  side  of  the  animal  moves  and 
then  the  other,  like  an  elephant." 

Found  in  holes  in  the  rocks,  under  stones,  in  the  woods,  on 
the  hills,  and  in  the  same  localities  as  C.  Sagra. 

Cyclostoma  rugulosum,  Pfeif.,  Wiegm.  Archiv ;  Sowb., 
Thesaur,  ConchyL  No.  155,  fig.  166,  167.  C.  clathratum, 
Gould. 

Animal,  nearly  colorless  or  tinged  with  violet ;  neck, 
orange  ;  tentacles  short,  lemon-colored. 

Found  at  La  Carolina  in  the  pastures  under  stones,  or  un- 
der ground  by  the  side  of  stones.  Thousands  of  dead  ones 
are  found  in  the  hollows  of  the  rocks. 

Cyclostoma  Candeanum,  D'Orb. ;  Sowb.,  Thesaur,  Con- 
chyL No.  151,  fig.  283,284. 

Animal,  emerald  green ;   eyes  black,  surrounded  by  straw 
color  ;  tentacles,  green,  darkest  at  tip ;  lip,  light  watery  green. 
About  Matanzas. 

Cyclostoma  Auberianum,  D'Orb. ;  Sowb.,  Thesaur.  Con- 
chy!. No.  150,  fig.  285.     C.  crenulatum.  Pfeif. 

The  animal  does  not  appear  to  diflfer  much  from  that  of 
the  preceding  species,  and  the  shell  at  first  glance  appears  to 
be  the  same.  But  I  think  that,  besides  the  double  lip  which 
the  latter  possesses,  a  more  careful  examination  will  satisfy  any 
one  that  the  sculpture  is  constantly  different,  being  much 
more  coarse  and  irregular  in  the  latter,  the  longitudinal  lines 
prevailing  over  the  revolving  ones,  wliich  is  not  the  case  in  the 
former.     They  are  found  in  company. 

One  species  of  Succinea  was  collected,  which  closely  re- 
sembles S.  ovalis,  Say,  and  very  possibly  may  be  the  same. 

A  few  fresh-water  shells  were  also  obtained,  among  which 
were  a  small  species  of  Limnea,  resembling  L.  umbilicatay 
Adams,  and  which  I  have  also  received  from  Santa  Cruz ;  one 
species  of  Physa,  and  several  species  of  Planorbis,  of  which  I 
think  I  have  made  out  the  following : 


496  Descriptions  and  Notices  of 

P.  Havanensis,  Pfeif.  P.  Cubensis,  Pfeif.  P.  cultratu5, 
D'Orb.     P.  Lanieriana,  D'Orb. 

A  fifth  species  is  one  of  much  interest  ;  inasmuch  as  its 
throat  is  armed  with  teeth,  very  much  like  P.  armigerus.  Say. 
The  latter,  Mr.  Haldeman  has  proposed  to  consider  as  the 
type  of  a  new  genus,  (Discus).  Should  this  claim  be  con- 
firmed, another  species  may  be  added  to  the  genus.  It  may 
possibly  be  the  species  characterized  by  Pfeiffer  under  the 
name  of  P.  albicans*  but  if  so,  he  has  failed  to  notice  its  most 
interesting  character,  I  therefore  venture  to  propose  for  it  the 
name  P.  dcntatus, 

Planorbis  dentatus,  Gould.     Plate  24,  fig.  14. 

Testii  discoided,  solidula,  pallid6  corneA,  utroque  umbilicata  ;  anfr.  3  levitcr 
striatis,  supra  et  infra  subcarinatis  ;  snturA  profund;^  ;  apertur<i  siiblunaU  j 
labro  intus  callo  albo  incrassato  ;  fauce  dentibus  sex,  abditis,  artnatd. 

Shell  discoidal,  rather  solid,  pale  horn-colored,  about  equal- 
ly umbilicated  on  both  sides ;  whorls  three  or  a   little  more, 
feebly  striated  and  slightly  carinated  above  and  below ;  aper- 
ture embracing  about  half  the  penultimate  whorl,  rounded  lu- 
nate, the  lip  supported  within  by  a  rib-like,  white  callus;  at  a 
distance  of  about  one  fourth  of  a  volution  within  the  throat  are 
six  unequal,  lamellar  teeth,  two  on  the  inner,  one  on  the  up- 
per, and  three  on  the  outer  aspect  of  the  throat ;  their  place 
may  be  readily  seen   through   the   shell ;  diameter,  ^  inch ; 
height,  2*ir  inch. 

Found  in  a  small  lagoon  at  San  Jorge. 

If  there  is  any  one  portion  of  the  globe  which  would  reward 
conchological  research  more  than  another,  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  West  India  Islands.  Notwithstanding  they  have  been  so 
long  known  and  so  much  frequented  by  all  nations,  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  species,  it  is  believed,  have  been  collected, 
and  those  few  have  been  poorly  described  and  badly  figured ; 
so  that  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  them.     One  reason  for  the 

*  p.  orbiculari,  utrinque  umbilicata,  solidula,  albicante  vel   palUde   fulTicante ; 
anfr.  3  teretibus  ;  labro  subincrassato,  albo ;  apertuni  subovata. 
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latter  difficulty  is,  the  species  are  so  variable,  that  their  limits 
are  almost  conjectural.  We  have  had  examples  of  this, 
among  the  few  shells  here  noticed,  in  the  large  species  of 
Heltcina  and  Pupa,  and  in  Htlix  gilvus,  Cubensis  and  penicilr 
lata.  Nothing  but  careful  and  extensive  observation  of  the 
shells  with  the  animals  and  their  distribution,  in  their  actual 
habitat,  by  competent  naturalists,  can  remove  this  difficulty. 

Were  it  now  a  suitable  opportunity,  some  of  the  animals  of 
the  marine  species  might  also  be  here  given.  I  cannot  for- 
bear, however  to  allude  to  one  instance  of  confusion  among 
authors. 

Deshayes  remarks,  in  his  edition  of  Lamarck,  (vol.  ix.  p. 
206)  that  he  has  completed  the  synonymy  of  Littorina  nodu- 
losa,  by  uniting  with  it  the  Litt.  tuberculata  of  Menke  and 
the  Turbo  trochiforniis  of  Dillwyn  ;  and  says  that  these  three 
names  have  been  imposed  upon  the  same  species.  But  the 
truth  is,  two  shells,  generically  different,  have  been  con- 
founded by  all  authors  which  I  have  consulted,  the  one  a 
Trochus,  and  the  other  a  Littorina.  They  live  in  company, 
and  their  external  appearance  is  so  nearly  alike,  that  they 
would  not  be  distinguished  by  a  slight  examination,  though 
the  distinctive  marks  are  unequivocal  when  once  observed. 
The  one  has  a  slightly  developed  columella,  a  thin  lip,  and  a 
muhispiral  operculum  ;  the  other  has  a  broad,  somewhat  ex- 
cavated columella,  and  a  subspiral  operculum.  The  former  is 
figured  by  Wood  as  Turbo  tuberculatus,  and  is  evidently  the 
shell  had  in  view  by  Deshayes,  and  is  a  Trochus.  The  latter 
is  a  Littorina.  D'Orbigny,  in  Sagra's  Cuba,  has  figured  both, 
with  the  opercula  even,  under  the  genus  Littorina,  with  dif- 
ferent specific  names,  and  has  added  still  further  to  the  con- 
fusion by  making  a  third  species,  Lit.  dilatata,  of  superannuated 
specimens  of  the  Littorina  with  a  remarkably  flattened  and 
broad  columella. 

The  Littorina  is  a  more  solid  shell,  lighter  colored,  and  its 
tubercles  are  whitish ;  the  aperture  is  somewhat  produced  into 
a  channel.     The  foot  of  the  animal  is  oval,  while  that  of  the 

56 
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• 

Trochus  is  escutcheonnshaped,  and  its  tentacles  more  delicate 
and  shorter. 

The  true  synonymy  then  would  be  as  follows ; 

Trochus  nodulosus,  Gmel. 

Littorina  trochiformis,  Dillw. ;  Syn  :  Trochus  tuberculatus, 
Wood's  Sup. ;  Litt.  tuberculata,  Menke  and  Desh. ; 

Litt.  dilatata,  D'Orb.  (var.) 


ART^  XLIL— MINERALOGICAL   NOTICES.    By  J.  E.  Teschbsulchm. 


GLAUBERITE,  brought  from  Tarapaca,  Peru,  by  Mr.  Johj*  H.  Blaks. 

This  mineral  is  found  in  small  crystals,  which  are  imbedded 
in  a  beautiful,  silky,  fibrous  borate  of  lime,  published  in 
Alger's  edition  of  Phillip's  Mineralogy,  under  the  name  of 
Hayesine. 

This  Glauberite  was  analyzed  by  A.  A.  Hayes,  and  found 
to  contain 

Sulphuric  acid,         57.220 

Soda,  21.324 

Lime,  20.680 

Iron,  .444 

It  is  essentially  a  compound  of  sulphate  of  lime  and  sulphate 
of  soda.  The  first  crystals  I  measured,  the  figure  and  meas- 
urements of  which  are  in  the  last  edition  of  Dana's  Mineral- 
ogy, were  extremely  dull,  so  that  I  could  only  consider  them 
as  approximative.  Mr.  Hayes  afterwards  sent  me  some 
extremely  brilliant  crystals,  the  measurements  of  which  coin- 
cided exactly  with  those  of  the  Glauberite,  from  Villa  Rubia, 
in  Spain.  The  figure  above  named  is  that  of  the  first  crystals 
I  found.  Subsequently,  others  came  to  light,  of  very  differ- 
ent forms,  produced  by  other  modifications. 

It  is  stated,  in  Dana,  that,  if  crystals  of  Glauberite  are  left 
in  water,  they  will  at  length  fall  to  pieces.  This  is  probably 
true.  Those  from  Tarapaca,  if  treated  carefully  with  cold 
water,  will  permit  nearly  all  the  sulphate  of  soda  to  be  dis- 
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solved  out,  leaving  the  form  of  the  crystal  unaltered,  and  the 
edges  as  sharp  as  ever.  Their  appearance  before  the  micro- 
scope, after  the  loss  of  the  sulphate  of  soda,  is  that  of  snowy- 
white,  fine  granular  sulphate  of  lime  (alabaster).  From  15 
grains  of  this  Glauberite,  1  have  obtained  6^  grains  anhydrous 
sulphate  of  soda,  and  do  not  doubt  that  the  whole  quantity 
might,  with  care,  be  extracted.  If  some  forms  of  these  ala- 
baster crystals  had  been  first  found  and  analyzed,  they  would 
have  been  pronounced  to  be  pseudomorphous  forms  of  an  un- 
known mineral,  of  which  sulphate  of  lime  had  taken  the  place.  • 

Now,  if  the  action  of  the  solvent  powers  of  various  chem- 
ical solutions,  as  well  as  those  of  the  gases  which  can  be  held 
by  water,  be  studied  with  care,  the  natural  decomposition  of 
many  minerals,  as  well  as  their  replacement  by  other  sub- 
stances, in  what  are  called  pseudomorphous  forms,  will  be 
very  much  illustrated. 

PYRRHITE. 

Prof.  J.  W.  Webster,  of  Harvard  University,  has  lately  re- 
turned from  the  Azores,  and  brought  with  him  some  interesting 
minerals,  several  of  which  he  has  most  kindly  placed  in  my 
hands ;  amongst  others,  a  beautiful  Arragonite,  at  first  sight 
much  resembling  the  Needlestone. 

He  also  favored  me  with  two  small  specimens  of  a  feld- 
spathic  mineral,  probably  albitc,  on  which  were  several 
extremely  minute  but  beautiful  octohedral  crystals,  of  a  deep 
orange  to  a  wine-yellow  color,  the  smallest  transparent,  the 
largest  translucent  on  edges. 

At  first,  I  considered  this  a  new  mineral,  until,  on  com- 
paring it  with  the  account  of  Pyrrhite,  in  Jameson's  Edin- 
burgh Journal,  vol.  xxix.,  the  resemblance  struck  me.  I 
therefore  sacrificed  these  crystals  to  the  blowpipe ;  they  gave 
the  following  indications :  — 

The  minutest  transparent  crystals  changed  immediately,  in 
the  reducing  flame,  to  a  deep,  dull  indigo  blue,  perfectly  dis- 
tinct; the  edges  then  rounded,  and,  after  considerable  ex- 
posure, fused  without  intumescence ;  on  the  application  of 
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borax,  the  fusion  whs  immediate^  and  a  small,  tnuispareiit, 
light  brown  bead  remained.  The  largest  crystal  was  then 
exposed  to  the  outer  flame ;  it  became  opake,  of  a  light  grey 
odor;  before  the  reducing  flame,  it  changed  apparently  to 
black ;  but  the  blue  color  is  clearly  seen,  in  a  strong  light,  oa 
the  solid  angles.  Of  this  crystal,  the  edges  alone  could  be 
rounded  by  long  exposure. 

The  hardness  is  about  equal  to  felspar,  and  tlie  form  is  that 
of  the  regular  octohedron.  Although  this  form  is  unknown 
among  titanic  minerals,  the  experiments  of  Kersten  lead  me 
to  suppose  that  it  belongs  to  this  family. 

BUCHOLZITE  avd  XENOLITE. 

In  April,  1843,  I  read  a  paper  before  this  Society,  which 
was  published  among  their  proceedings,  in  which  I  asserted 
the  identity  of  these  two  minerals.  This  has  been  confirmed 
by  Rammelsberg,  in  his  Supplement,  published  July]  1343, 
from  a  consideration  of  the  similarity  of  their  chemical  con- 
stituents. This  question  may  therefore  be  considered  as 
settled ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  Rammelsberg  had  seen 
the  paper  alluded  to  above. 

On  the  singular  Crysiah  of  GahnOy  fissured  in  Alger^s  and 

in  Dana's  Mineralo^. 

A  good  explanation  of  the  formation  of  these  singular 
crystals  may  be  given  as  follows:  It  is  well  known  that  a 
liquid  globule  of  phosphate  of  lead,  on  cooling,  from  the  ac- 
tion of  the  blowpipe,  takes  a  polyhedral  form,  generally  that 
of  a  rhombic  or  pentagonal  dodecahedron. 

A  microscopic  examination  of  this  cooling  process  shows 
that,  as  the  outer  surface  of  the  globule  cools,  the  angles  of 
the  planes  appear  to  start  out  from  the  circumference,  the 
planes  to  flatten  into  their  symmetrica)  shape ;  the  uncooled 
liquid  central  portion  pressed  by  the  contraction  of  the  cooling 
exterior,  oozes  out  from  the  middle  of  the  plane,  and  spreads 
in  a  thin,  liquid  plate,  over  part  of  the  surface,  taking  nearly 
the  form  of  the  plane ;  contraction  still  continuing,  a  succet* 
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sion  of  thin  plates  ooze  out,  each,  of  course,  spreading  some- 
what short  of  its  predecessor,  but  retaining  the  same  form. 
This  is  probably  the  mode  of  the  formation  of  these  crystals 
of  Galena,  ail  of  which  bear  the  appearance  of  having  under- 
gone fusion.  On  many  crystals  of  Fluor  spar,  from  England, 
successive  plates  of  this  kind  may  be  observed  ;  many  of 
them,  however,  do  not  take  their  origin  from  the  centre  of 
the  plane.  If  these,  like  those  of  phosphate  of  lead,  are 
formed  by  the  sudden  cooling  of  heated  solutions,  this  may 
easily  be  accounted  for  on  the  assumption  that  one  side  of 
the  crystal  was  attached  near  the  source  of  heat ;  the  other 
side  cooling  more  rapidly,  the  liquid  inside  oozed  out  nearer 
the  more  heated  and  still  soft  edge  or  plane.  The  crystals 
of  phosphate  of  lead,  on  the  contrary,  cool  equally  on  all 
sides.  Forms  of  quartz,  with  these  plates,  are  quite  common  ; 
and  I  have  recently  found  crystals  of  phosphate  of  lime,  from 
Grafton,  New  Hampshire,  with  the  same  appearance.  These 
plates  have  been  considered  as  marks  of  cleavage  lines ;  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  cooling  of  each  plate,  previous  to  the 
superimposition  of  a  fresh  one,  would  cause  less  strength  of  ad- 
hesion between  them  than  between  other  lines  of  the  crystal. 

PYTIOCHLORE.     {MicrolUe.) 

The  close  examination  of  above  200  crystals,  of  the  min- 
eral named  Microlite  by  Prof.  Shepard,  and  the  comparison 
of  them  with  about  50  crystals  of  Pyrochlore  from  the  Swed- 
ish localities,  and  from  the  Ural  Mountains,  resulting  in  their 
agreement  in  color,  cleavage,  crystalline  form  and  modifica- 
tions, indicated  to  me,  in  1841,  the  complete  identity  of  the 
two  minerals,  although  Wohler's  analysis  had  decreed  the 
latter  to  be  a  titanate,  while  Shepard's  had  made  the  former 
a  columbate  of  lime. 

This  identity,  strenuously  resisted  by  Prof.  Shepard,  al- 
though on  grounds  which  show  a  very  superficial  knowledge 
of  the  whole  subject,  has  been  completely  proved  by  subse- 
quent analyses,  particularly  by  that  of  A.  A.  Hayes,  in  Silli- 
man's  Journal,  vol.  xxxii.  p.  341,  and  its  station  as  a  colum- 
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bate  of  lime,  according  to  one  of  Shepard's  analyses,  con- 
firmed. Dana's  Mineralogy,  one  of  the  arrangements  of 
which  is  crystallographical,  although  in  the  last  edition, 
entering  into  every  other  possible  detail  on  these  two  miner- 
als, singularly  enough  omits  even  an  allusion  to  the  above 
circumstance,  notwithstanding  its  being  so  remarkable  an  in- 
stance of  the  power  of  crystallc^raphy  to  indicate  error  in 
chemical  analysis,  even  in  hands  like  those  of  Wohler. 

This  mineral  is  an  excellent  exemplification  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  at  present  surround  the  natural  arrangement  of 
minerals,  although  chemical  analysis  is,  unquestionably,  here- 
after destined  to  be  its  basis.  The  analyses  of  the  dark- 
colored  crystals  give,  as  ingredients,  columbic  acid,  lime, 
manganese,  iron,  tin,  lead,  uranium,  &c, ;  whereas  the  mi- 
nute transparent  yellow  crystals  are  probably  pure  columbate 
of  lime,  or,  perhaps,  even  obtaining  their  color  from  a  slight 
admixture  of  oxide  of  uranium,  as  this  color  diflTers  much,  in 
intensity,  in  crystals  of  the  same  size.  These  small  transpa- 
rent crystals  are  generally  modified  on  the  edges  and  solid 
angles  of  the  octohedron ;  in  the  large,  dark-colored  crystals, 
these  modifications  are  often  nearly  obliterated. 

My  largest  crystal  of  Pyrochlore,  from  the  Chesterfield 
locality,  is  ^  of  an  inch  at  the  base  of  the  octohedral  pyramid. 

CoLUMBiTE  is  usually  described  as  of  a  dark,  opake,  sub- 
metalHc,  iron-black  color.  I  possess  a  small  crystal  of  this 
substance,  from  Chesterfield,  of  a  brilliant,  transparent,  dark 
ruby  red.  I  name  this  subject,  because,  as  in  the  previous 
instance  of  Pyrochlore,  the  small,  transparent  crystals  of 
minerals  are  usually  most  free  from  adulteration,  and  the 
fittest  to  produce  the  true  atomic  formula  on  chemical  analy- 
sis. The  excellent  observations  of  Rammelsberg  on  this 
whole  subject  are  well  worth  the  attention  of  all  mineralogists. 

PYROPHYLLITE  and   VERMICULTTE. 

In  the  paper  before  alluded  to,  published  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  society,  I  have  stated  the  probability  of  the  identity 
of  these  two  minerals. 
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Vermiculite  is  imbedded  in  a  decomposed,  magnesian, 
probably  steatitic  mass,  of  a  light  mealy  appearance  ;  from 
this  it  is  almost  impossible  completely  to  clear  it.  Thomp- 
son, no  doubt,  therefore  analyzed  a  considerable  proportion  of 
this  substance  with  his  specimen  of  Vermiculite.  Steatites 
contain  but  a  mere  trace  of  alumina ;  hence  his  analysis 
would  naturally  give  much  less  of  this  ingredient  than  Herr- 
man's  of  Pyrophyllite.  Accordingly,  we  find,  in  Herrman, 
29^  per  cent  alumina,  in  Thompson,  only  7^  per  cent.  On 
the  other  hand,  steatite  contains  about  30  per  cent,  of  mag- 
nesia. And  here  the  same  coincidence  takes  place.  Herr- 
man finds  only  4  per  cent,  magnesia,  and  Thompson  17  per 
cent.  They  also  differ  about  5  per  cent,  in  the  quantity  of 
water.  This  is  not  surprising  in  a  mineral  whose  singular 
character  in  heat  is  supposed  to  arise  from  the  mechanical 
existence  of  water  between  the  laminae,  although  I  do  not 
consider  it  a  fact  by  any  means  proved  that  it  is  water  alone. 
The  ingredients  of  both  analyses  are  the  same,  only  differing 
in  quantity,  except  the  iron,  which,  in  one,  is  peroxide,  in  the 
other  protoxide.  The  difference  in  these  two  analyses,  I  con- 
ceive far  from  being  an  objection  to  their  identity.  Among 
the  vermiculite,  I  have  recently  observed  several  lamina;,  of  a 
light  apple-green  color,  resembling  the  original  description  of 
Pyrophyllite  by  Herrman.  Should  future  researches  com- 
pletely prove  their  identity,  I  believe  Vermiculite  was  first 
described.  This  name  ought,  therefore,  properly  to  attach 
to  the  mineral ;  but  this  is  a  subject  of  very  trivial  im- 
portance. 

In  the  future  progress  of  geology,  when  the  lines  and 
directions  of  paroxysmal  action  are  better  understood,  a  strict 
comparison  of  the  inorganic  ingredients  of  the  elevated 
mountains  and  crystalline  intrusions  arising  from  periodical 
movements  or  convulsions  of  the  central  liquid  mass,  in  places 
distant  from  each  other,  will  certainly  become  a  subject  of 
considerable  interest,  and  be  invested  with  a  character  some- 
what resembling  that  of  the  comparison  of  the  organic  ingre- 
dients of  sedimentary  deposits ;  nor  is  it  impossible  that  such 
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investigations  may  eventually  elicit  data  of  great  importaDce 
in  geology. 

For  the  generalizations  of  some  future  master  spirit  on 'this 
subject,  the  mineralogist  of  the  present  day  is  storing  up  facts 
and  materials ;  and  it  is  from  this  prospect  that  a  discovery 
of  the  identity  of  minerals  from  distant  localities,  and  the 
purification  of  mineralogy  from  the  numerous  supposed  new 
species  with  which  the  conceit  or  want  of  industry  of  its 
votaries  have  loaded  it,  becomes  an  object  of  some  interest 


ART.  XLIII.  — ANALYSIS  OF  PINK  SCAPOLrTE,  AND  OF  CERIUM 
OCHRE,  FROM  BOLTON,  MASS.  By  Chables  T.  Jackson.  Read 
Jan.  3,  1344. 

Pink  Scapolite,  This  mineral  occurs  in  abundance  at 
Whitcomb's  lime  quarry,  near  the  junction  of  the  white  gran- 
ular limestone  with  Gneiss  Rock,  at  the  top  of  the  quarry. 

It  is  crystallized  and  massive.  The  crystals  are  in  reg- 
ular right  square  prisms,  with  their  lateral  edges  occasion- 
ally replaced  by  planes,  converting  the  crystal  into  an  octago- 
nal prism. 

The  crystallized  specimens  are  generally  of  a  lighter  color 
than  the  massive,  and  frequently  are  only  colored  on  the  sur- 
face, presenting  a  translucent  or  transparent  and  gla^y  ap- 
pearance in  the  interior. 

Sp.  Gr.  2.7 138.  Hardness  5.7  of  Mohs  scale.  Color  deli- 
cate pink,  or  rose  red,  or  pale  lilac. 

Before  the  blowpipe  alone,  fuses  into  a  blebby  enamel, 
vitreous  and  white. 

With  soda,  melts  into  glass. 

With  borax,  melts  into  glass,  light  yellow  while  hot,  but 
colorless  when  cold. 

With  salt  of  phosphorus,  dissolves,  and  the  bead  is  yel- 
lowish while  hot,  and  colorless  when  cold.  The  analysis 
was   conducted   on   separate   portions  of  the    same    piece; 

enty-five  grains  being  taken  for  the  determination  of  the 
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silica,  alumina,  lime,  magnesia,  and  cerium,  while  fifty  grains 
were  operated  upon  for  the  alkalies.  Each  analysis  was  re- 
peated on  similar  quantities.  The  water  was  determined  by 
heating  one  hundred  grains  of  the  coarse  powder  to  dull  red- 
ness. In  the  analysis  for  the  alkalies,  the  first  process  was 
by  fusion  with  carbonate  of  barytes,  and  then  another  por- 
tion was  decomposed  by  fluor  spar  and  sulphuric  acid.  In 
the  other  operations,  the  analytical  processes  of  Berzclius  and 
Rose  were  followed.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  detail  them  in 
tliis  paper. 

Results  of  the  Analysis  reduced  to  per  ceniage. 


Conl»«. 

Ratio. 

Silicic  acid, 

45.940  : 

=  OX.  = 

:  23.865 

=  4 

Alumina, 

28.840 

u 

13.469 

"  2 

Lime, 

14.811 

<i 

4.160-^ 

Soda, 

5.430 

u 

1.389 

^  =  1 

Lithia, 

1.580 

u 

0.598 

Potash, 

0.640 

u 

0.108-- 

Alagnesia, 

0.208 

a 

0.078 

Oxide  of  cerium. 

2.000 

cc 

1.586 

Water, 

0.500 

a 

0.444 

99.949 
Formula  2A  Si  +  (Ca  Na  Li)  Si*. 

The  oxide  of  cerium,  from  its  brown  color  after  ignition,  evi- 
dently contains  the  oxide  of  lanthanium  combined  with  it. 
We  have,  as  yet,  no  accurate  process  for  their  separation. 

ANALYSIS  OP  CERIUM  OCHRE. 

The  pink  scapolite  is  frequently  invested  with  a  thin, 
sulphur-yellow  powder,  resembling,  in  appearance,  the  native 
oxide  of  molybdena.  This  I  have  analyzed,  and  find  it  to  be 
the  hydrous  oxide  of  cerium  and  yttria,  containing  minute 
proportions  of  fluorine  and  uranium. 

One  grain  of  this  powder,  scraped  from  a  specimen  of  the 

scapolite,  yielded 

Ox.  cerium,    0.2  gr. 

Yttria,  OJl  gr. 

.3 

37 
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This  mineral  has  the  following  characters :  — 

Before  the  blowpipe  alone,  on  charcoal,  it  turns  brown, 
but  does  not  melt.  With  soda,  it  forms  an  opaque,  greenish- 
yellow  bead,  which  becomes  almost  white  by  cooling.  With 
borax,  it  dissolves  readily  into  a  transparent  glass,  which  is 
orange  red  while  hot,  and  nearly  colorless  or  pale  green  when 
cold.     It  retains  this  pale  green  color  in  Rfl. 

With  salt  of  phosphorus,  dissolves  into  a  glass,  which  is 
orange  red  while  hot,  and  pale  green  when  cold.  In  Rfl.  it 
still  retains  this  green  color. 

When  the  salt  of  phosphorus  is  saturated  with  this  min- 
eral, it  becomes  opaque  when  cold,  and  has  a  ^eenish  tinge. 

The  mineral  dissolves  in  warm  hydrochloric  acid,  and 
forms  a  lemon-yellow  solution,  from  which  crystallized  sul- 
phate of  potash  throws  down  a  white  powder,  which  is  sul- 
phate of  cerium,  yttria,  and  potash.  The  yttria  being  sep- 
arated, and  the  cerium  precipitated  from  its  solution  in  hot 
water  by  potash,  and  then  heated  to  redness,  becomes  brown, 
and  has  the  usual  characters  of  a  mixture  of  the  oxides  of 
cerium  and  lanthanium. 

When  the  usual  test  is  applied  for  the  detection  of  fluorine, 
a  slight  etching  of  the  glass  is  discovered. 

From  the  above  researches,  it  appears  that  we  have  several 
interesting  combinations  of  cerium  among  the  minerals  of 
Bolton.  I  long  ago  suspected  that  the  pink  color  of  the 
petalite  was  due  to  the  presence  of  cerium,  having  observed 
that  color  surrounding  the  Allanite  which  occurs  in  it.  The 
circumstance  that  the  pink  scapolite  does  not  become  brown 
or  black  by  exposure  to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere,  caused 
me  to  suspect  that  its  pink  color  was  not  due  to  the  presence 
of  oxides  of  iron  or  manganese ;  and  the  above  remarks  have 
proved  that  the  cerium  ore  is  its  coloring  matter. 

In  eflecting  the  above  analyses,  I  have  been  assisted  by  my 
pupil,  Mr.  Joseph  S.  Kendall,  who  has  repeated  every  process 
in  the  analysis. 
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NOTICE 


OF   THE 

ORIGIN,  PROGRESS,  AND  PRESENT  CONDITION 

OF   THE 

BOSTOIV  SOCIETir  OF  IVATVRAL  HISTORT. 


By  AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  H.  D.,  of  Boston,  Ii. 


MV«WMIMMIMMIffMM* 


FtaMpablklMd  ia  the  AmcikaB  Qtuuiarly  Iteftotar,  fVAnwiy,  ISIt. 

In  the  winter  of  1830,  a  few  gentle«ien  of  scienti6c  attainments  conceived 
the  design  of  forming  a  Society,  in  Boston,  for  the  promotion  of  Natural  His- 
tory. Afler  several  preliminary  meetings,  and  communicating  their  designs  to 
others  who  they  supposed  would  be  favorably  disposed  towards  them,  a  meet- 
ing was  called  on  the  28th  of  April,  1830.  It  was  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Dr.  Walter  Channing  as  Moderator,  and  Theophilus  Parsons,  Esq.,  as  Secretary. 
They  then  resolved  to  form  themselves  into  a  Society  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Boston  Societt  of  Natural  History."  On  the  6th  of  May  a  Conatituiion 
and  By-laws  were  adopted ;  and,  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  officers  were 
chosen.  An  Act  of  Incorporation  was  obtained  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  bears  date  February  24, 1831. 

The  great  object  had  in  view  in  the  formation  of  the  Society  was  to  promote 
a  taste,  and  afford  facilities  for  the  pursuit  of  Natural  History  by  mutoal  co- 
operation, and  the  collection  of  a  Cabinet  and  Library.  But  it  has  always  been 
understood,  that  especial  attention  should  be  given  to  the  investigation  of  the 
objects  in  our  own  immediate  vicinity. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  are  a  President,  two  Vice  Presidents,  Correspond- 
ing and  Recording  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  Librarian,  eight  Curators  and  a 
Cabinet  keeper.  These  officers  constitute  a  Council  on  which  devolves  the 
management  of  the  business  concerns  of  the  Society.  These  are  choeen 
annually,  by  ballot,  on  the  6rst  Wednesday  in  May. 

Thomas  Nuttall,  Esq.,  the  well-known  botanist  and  ornithologist,  wet 
chosen  the  first  president ;  but  as  he  regarded  himself  as  only  a  transient  reii- 
dent  m  Boeton,  1m  declined  the  office*. 


BOSTON  B0C1BTT   OF  NATURAL  HISTORY. 


The  following  gentlemen  ha^e  sostained  the  several  offices,  from  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Society  to  the  present  time. 


PrindtnU. 

Cbarlet  Amory,  M.  D., 

Benjamin  D.  Greene^  Eiq., 

1830-1837 

Cbarlei  K.  Dillaway,  Baq., 

G«org«  B.  Emtnon,  Eiq., 

1837— 

Cterafer». 

Ficf  PrtfMcnU. 

Boo.  Franeis  C.  Gray. 

G«orft  Hayward,  H.  D., 

1830-1839 

Walter  Cbanninf,  M.  D. 

John  Ware,  M.  D., 

1830-1838 

Edward  Brooke,  Beq. 

Hon.  FraneU  C.  Gray, 

183S-1834 

BenJ.  D.  Greene,  Beq. 

Bar.  F.  W.  P.  Greenvrood, 

1834-1841 

AoMM  Binney,  Eeq. 

Walter  Cbanninf ,  M.  0., 

1836-1837 

J.  W.  MeKean,  H.  D. 

AoMM  Bimej,  Em^ 

1837— 

Geo.  B.  BoMreoo,  Eeq. 

Charlei  T.  Jaekioo,  M.  D. 

1841- 

Fraoeif  Alfer. 

J.  8.  C.  Greene,  M.  D. 

TVMMirerf. 

Jocbaa  B.  Flint,  M.  D. 

Hmoa  B.  Greene,  Eaq., 
Anoe  Binney,  Eeq^ 
B.B.Ois«ell,Be^., 
Bsrm  Weeton  Jr.,  Beq., 
John  Jamee  Dizwell,  Bus., 

1830-1839 

A.  A.  GoaM,  M.  D. 

183S— 1834 
18M-1837 
1837—1830 
183»- 

Winelow  Lewie  Jr.,  M.  D. 
Willian  B.  Fovle. 
Clement  Dorg in. 
Geo.  W.  cue,  M.  D. 
Charlee  T.  Jackioo,  M .  D. 

J.  B.  8.  Jackeon,  M.  D. 

Cmrr$9pon4ing  SccreUriee. 

J.  B.  Teeehemaeher. 

Gamaliel  Bradford,  M.  D., 

1830-1834 

T.  William  Harrie,  M.  D. 

Amoe  Binney,  Eeq., 

1834—1837 

Martin  Gay,  M.  D. 

B.  8.  Dtxwell,  Eaq^ 

1837— 

D.  H.  Storer,  M.  a 
Natlianiel  B.  ShortlefT,  M.  D. 

Recording  8ur$tari§s. 

Thomai  M.  Brewer,  M.  D. 

Theophilne  Parsons,  Etq., 

1830—1830 

JeffViee  Wyman,  M.  D. 

D.  Huniphreyi  Storer,  M.  D., 

1830-1836 

f      Maraball  8.  Sendder. 

Martin  Gay,  M.  D., 

1836-1838 

Tbomas  T.  Bouvv. 

Auffnvtin  A.  Gould,  M.  D., 

lead— 1839 

Jeffiricfl  Wyman,  M.  D., 

1839-1840 

GeMneC  JTeiperew 

F.  A.  Eddy,  M.  0., 

1840— 

Ettee  Howe. 
T.  M.  Brewer. 

Librariaju. 

Samuel  Cabot,  Jr. 

Beth  BaM,  M.  D., 

1830-1839 

8.  L.  Abbot. 

1839—1833 


It  is  not  a  requisite  for  membership  that  a  person  should  be  practicalljr  en- 
gaged, or  immediately  interested  in  the  study  of  Natural  History.  Any  person 
who  is  willing  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Society,  either  from  personal 
interest  or  because  he  regards  it  as  an  institution  calculated  to  conduce  to  the 
public  good,  may  become  a  member.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  immediate  members  compared  with  the  working  men  of  the  Society  is 
very  great.  The  privileges  of  the  members  are,  free  access  to  the  Cabinet  at 
all  times  on  application  to  any  member  of  the  Council — the  use  of  the  Library 
—  and  admission  to  all  Lectures  given  in  the  name  of  the  Society.  Fifty  dol« 
lars  paid  at  any  one  time,  constitutes  one  a  patron ;  the  immediate  members 
are  subject  to  an  annual  assessment  of  three  dollsFs,  and  any  member  psyiog 
thirty  dollars  at  one  time  is  exempt  from  fature  assessments. 

The  operations  of  the  Society  may  be  arranged  nnder  the  following  hesdsj 
▼iz: 

L  Mebtihg8«    Regular  meetings  are  holden  on  the  afterooons  of  the  first 
and  third  WednesdaYa  oi  eacYi  inock>^.  *t^  tqsjI  be  aoUi^od  oi  oihBrwiss 
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■mngedy  as  they  occMionally  ha?e  been,  to  weekly  meetiogSy  and  to  e? eniog 
sessions.  At  these  meetings,  the  business  of  the  Society  is  transacted,  scien- 
tific commnnications  are  heard,  and  donations  are  received.  It  has  long  beea 
the  custom,  and  one  attended  with  great  benefit,  to  commit  every  donation, 
whether  it  be  a  specimen  or  a  book,  to  some  member,  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascer* 
tain  its  name  and  any  thing  interesting  pertaining  to  it,  and  perhaps  make  it 
the  nucleus  for  an  essay  on  some  department  of  natural  science.  Thus,  by  ma- 
toal  assistance,  each  member  may  readily  gain  a  general  knowledge  of  every 
article  and  book  of  which  the  Society  comes  in  possession.  Thus,  the  mem- 
bers, by  having  a  duty  imposed  upon  them,  are  not  left  entirely  to  their  voluntary 
oontributions ;  and  many  an  one  has  thus  been  induced  to  engage  in  scientific 
investigations  which  he  would  never  have  thought  of  undertaking,  if  lefl  to  his 
own  motion.  Many  an  one,  by  getting  his  interest  once  excited  to  study,  with  a 
scientific  eye,  some  object  with  which  he  is  familiar  in  every  day  life,  soon  fio^ 
himself  fairly  entered  upon  a  path  which  he  ever  afler  pursues  with  sealous 
and  successful  speed. 

II.  Lkctusrs.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Society  it  was  deemed  that  one  of 
the  most  direct  modes  to  call  public  attention  to  the  subject  would  be  to  pro- 
cure courses  of  lectures.  Accordingly,  four  courses  on  various  subjects  con- 
nected with  Natural  History  were  given,  with  good  success.  These  were 
mostly  given  by  the  original  members  of  the  Society.  But  courses  of  lectures 
on  miscellaneous  subjects,  for  which  it  was  not  difficult  to  procure  lecturers,  at 
merely  nominal  prices,  sprung  rapidly  up,  and  occupied  every  evening  of  the 
week ;  so  that  at  length  it  seemed  expedient  to  discontinue  those  on  Natural 
History.  The  main  object,  however,  of  their  institution,  had  been  extensively 
gained.  Since  then,  the  public  has  occasionally  been  invited  to  attend  the 
regular  meetings  of  the  Society  for  several  months  in  succession,  during  which 
time  individual  members  pledged  themselves  to  occupy  the  time  of  each  meet* 
ing.    These  meetings  were  well  attended. 

III.  Publications.  Soon  afler  the  Society  went  into  operation,  a  periodical 
publication  was  commenced  under  the  title  of  the  "  Boston  Journal  of  Mttttral 
IKiioryJ'  It  is  of  the  octavo  size,  printed  on  fine  paper,  and  in  the  best 
manner.  Each  subject  is  illustrated  by  figures,  so  far  as  is  desirable,  and  each 
Tolume  of  500  pages  contains  from  ten  to  thirty  plates.  Hitherto,  about  half 
a  volume  has  appeared  annually,  in  two  parts ;  and  the  third  volume  is  now 
completed.  This  work  is  already  becoming  important  as  a  work  of  reference, 
and  will  soon  be  indispensable  to  every  student  of  American  Natural  His- 
tory. It  contains  many  important  papers,  such  ss  the  posthumous  entomo- 
logical papers  of  Mr.  Say,  Dr.  Kirtland's  monography  of  the  Fishes  of  the 
Ohio,  Dr.  Storer's  Fishes  of  Massachusetts,  Dr.  Binney's  monography  of  the 
Helices  of  the  United  States,  the  Conchological  papers  of  Messrs.  Couthouy, 
Adams,  and  others ;  and  the  reprint  of  the  various  Zoological  Reports  per- 
taining to  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Papers  sre  invited  from  naturalists 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  by  its  publications  alone,  that  the  So- 
cit^  caa  expect  to  bo  extensively  useful,  dififusing  the  facts  gathered  by  its 
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menbeFSi  aod  securing  to  them  their  honest  due  aa  original  obaerTers.  The 
circulation  of  the  journal  ia  now  nearly  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  its 
publication ;  and  the  demand  for  it,  especially  from  abroad,  is  rapidly  increasing. 
The  Society  has  also  published  and  distributed,  gratuitously,  the  discourses 
given  at  annual  meetings,  by  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Rev.  II.  Winslow  and 
J.  K.  Teschemacher,  Esq.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  to  publish  an 
sbitrsct  of  the  doings  of  the  meetings  in  a  form  to  be  extensively  and  promptly 
circolated,  ss  is  now  done  by  most  other  scientific  bodies. 

IV.  Thr  Formation  of  a  Casinst.  This  was  naturally  the  first  object 
to  which  the  attention  of  inexperienced  naturalists  would  be  turned.  Any  one 
may  be  a  collector,  though  he  may  not  enter  upon  the  intimate  study  of  natural 
productions,  and  can  thus  gather  the  materials  on  which  others  may  labor. 
Consequently,  a  collection  was  formed  with  a  rapidity  equivalent  to  the  zeal  of 
R  newly  formed  Society  with  numeroua  members.  The  nucleus  of  the  Cabinet 
consisted  of  a  collection  of  about  one  thousand  species  of  shells,  deposited  by 
Amos  Binney,  Esq,  and  the  geological  and  mineralogical  collection  of  Dr.  C.  T. 
Jackson,  second  in  completeness  to  no  other  cabinet  in  America.  Not  long 
Rder  this  a  very  important  addition  was  made  by  J.  N.  Reynolds,  Esq.,  of  his 
collections  made  during  a  visit  to  the  Antarctic  seas  and  S.  America,  comprising 
upwards  of  400  birds'  skins,  numerous  plants,  shells,  minerals,  organic  remains, 
insects,  eggs,  dLC.  Another  large  addition  was  made  by  Joseph  P.  Couthouy, 
Eaq.,  who,  on  joining  the  Exploring  Expedition,  generously  placed  in  the  So- 
ciety's Cabinet  about  800  species  of  choice  shells.  Around  these  rapidly  clus- 
tered other  birds,  fishes,  reptiles,  insects,  skeletons  and  plants.  Some  of  the 
principal  objects  in  the  hall  are,  the  skeletons  of  an  elephant,  rhinoceros,  Gal- 
apago  tortoise,  Cape  ground-hog,  ostrich,  &c.  To  particularize  any  of  the  most 
valuable  donations  made  by  those  who  have  remembered  the  Society  at  home 
and  abroad,  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  favors  of  other  persons  equally  enti- 
tled to  gratitude.  The  hall  over  the  Savings  Bank  is  now  crowded,  and  the  fol- 
lowing schedule  will  give  some  idea  of  the  present  extent  of  the  collection. 
In  the  department  of  Matnmalia  there  are  skeletons  and  parts  of  skeletons,  and 
a  few  stuffed  skins  of  200  animals  ;^f  Birds,  about  450  skins,  of  which  only 
about  100  are  mounted,  with  about  50  nests  and  1200  eggs ; — Fishes,  400  spe- 
cies, including  a  nearly  complete  suite  of  the  fishes  of  Massachusetts; — Rep' 
aUs,  150  species,  embracing  all  those  of  this  State; — Insects,  noi  less  than 
4,000  species,  and  more  especially  valuable  from  comprising  the  entire  collec- 
tion, with  the  Journal,  made  by  Prof.  Hentz,  and  the  labor  bestowed  upon  their 
arrangement  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Harris,  who  is  now  unquestionably  at  the  head  of 
Entomology  in  America; — SheUs,  about  ifiOO  species,  arranged  in  a  very  con- 
venient manner,  and  mostly  labelled ; — Minerals,  800  specimens  in  addition  to 
the  collection  of  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  and  the  collection  of  Rocks,  Minerals  and 
Soils  made  by  Prof.  Hitchcock,  illustrating  the  mineralogy  and  geology  of  the 
State ; — Ousiacea,  150  species ', — Plants,  5,000,  partially  arranged,  with  nume- 
rous specimens  of  wood  and  fruits ; — and  the  collections  of  corals  and  radiated 
animals  are  very  respectable. 
TIm  Cabinet  of  Dr.  Jackson  has  not  yet  become  the  property  of  the  Society, 
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but  in  the  coarse  of  the  last  year  Mr.  Binney  offered  to  relinquish  to  the  Society 
all  claim  to  the  collection  of  shells  deposited  by  him,  provided  other  gentlemen 
who  had  collections  would  contribute  such  shells  as  they  might  have,  which  were 
not  in  the  Society's  Cabinet,  or  such  as  would  materially  improve  upon  the  speci- 
mens already  possessed.  This  proposition  was  readily  assented  to,  and  in 
consequence,  about  a  thousand  species  were  added  from  the  cabinets  of 
Rev.  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood,  G.  B.  Emerson,  Esq.,  J.  J.  &  E.  S.  Dixwell,  Esquires, 
Drs.  D.  H.  Storer  and  A.  A.  Gould,  and  Messrs.  T.  J.  Whittemore,  John  War- 
ren and  Stephen  Emmons ;  so  that  the  entire  collection  of  Shells  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Society. 

V.  Exhibitions.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Society  to  disconntenance 
anything  like  exclusive  privileges,  and  to  make  as  available  as  possible  any  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  its  operations.  It  was  early  decided  that  no  fees 
should  be  received  from  visitors  to  the  Cabinet;  and  for  several  years,  the 
room  has  been  opened  every  Wednesday  from  12  to  2  o'clock,  for  the  free 
admission  of  any  persons,  whether  young  or  old,  who  might  wish  to  examine 
it  It  has  been  a  favorite  resort  of  the  curious  and  inquisitive  at  those  periods. 
Every  one  seems  to  respect  the  liberty  given  him,  and  scarcely  has  an  in- 
stance been  known  of  an  article  having  been  removed  or  damaged,  which  has 
not  been  promptly  replaced.  Many  donations  are  obtained  from  persons  thus 
visiting  the  collection,  and  a  taste  for  natural  productions  is  thus  widely  dif- 
ftised. 

VI.  Formation  or  a  Library.  When  the  Society  originated,  the  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  making  advances  in  the  study  of  Natural  History,  was 
the  want  of  books.  No  one  possessed  more  than  a  few  volumes  on  some  sub- 
ject to  which  he  might  have  given  his  individual  attention.  The  importance  of 
forming  a  Library  was  at  once  felt ;  and  most  of  these  scattered  volumes  have 
been  collected,  until  there  are  now  about  1,000  volumes  in  the  Library.  Most 
of  these  have  been  donations,  either  directly,  or  afler  having  been  purchased 
by  private  subscription,  nothing  being  drawn  from  the  general  fund  of  the  So- 
ciety. It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  the  liberal  donations  of  Charles 
Amory,  Esq.,  B.  D.  Greene,  Esq.,  of  the  Hon.  John  Davis,  who  contributed 
fifty-two  volumes  of  standard  works  on  Natural  History,  most  of  them  botani- 
cal ;  the  bequest  of  Simon  E.  Greene,  Esq.,  one  of  the  original  members,  who 
left  to  the  Society  all  the  works  in  his  library  on  Natural  History,  amounting  to 
88  volumes,  as  well  as  his  large  collection  of  Shells  and  Minerals ;  the  great 
work  of  Audubon  on  American  Ornithology,  which  was  presented  by  the  liberal- 
ity of  Amos  Lawrence,  B.  D.Greene,  S.  A.  Eliot,  David  Eckley,G.  B.  Emerson, 
Charles  Amory,  Wm.  Ingalls,  G.  C.  Shattuck,  G.  C.  Shattuck  Jr.,  Mrs.  Shattuck, 
and  Geo.  Parkman ;  and  the  very  rare  and  valuable  work  of  Olivier  on  the 
Natural  History  of  Insects,  with  the  Supplement  by  Voet,  in  10  quarto  volumes, 
colored  plates,  which  was  purchased  of  Prof.  N.  M.  Hentz,  together  with  his 
entire  collection  of  Insects,  numbering  about  30,000  specimens,  by  the  sub- 
scriptions of  Drs.  James  Jackson,  John  Randall,  B.  D.  Greene ;  Francis  C. 
Gr»y,  Horace  Gray,  Jonathan  Phillips  and  David  Henshaw,  Esquires,  and  other 
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liberal  genUemen,  who  prefer  that  their  names  should  not  be  divulged ;  and 
above  all,  the  princely  gifl  of  a  superb  copy  of  Audubon's  Birds  of  America, 
fbll  bound  in  Russia  leather  and  gilt,  the  most  expensive  copy  in  the  country, 
from  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Pkreins.  In  consequence  of  this  last  donation,  the 
MQsent  of  the  donors  of  the  duplicate  copy  was  obtained  to  exchange  it  for 
other  standard  works,  especially  works  on  Ornithology.  This  was  done  at 
IMarly  the  original  cost  of  the  work,  and  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library 
wai  thereby  greatly  increased. 

Another  and  a  permanent  source  for  the  constant  increase  of  the  library,  in 
the  legacy  of  the  late  Ambrose  Courtis,  Esq^  of  which  mention  will  be  made 
hereafter. 

When  we  consider  how  essential  a  library  is  to  the  study  and  arrangement 
of  every  department  of  the  Cabinet,  it  cannot  but  be  felt  that  the  members 
have  done  wisely  to  contribute  largely  towards  it.  It  is  of  vital  importance 
that  the  naturalist,  who  is  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  any  subject,  should 
be  able  to  know  aii  that  has  been  written  upon  bis  subject  Scientific  hooka 
are  expensive,  and  no  man  among  us  can  promise  himself  such  a  library  as  he 
may  need.  It  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  interest,  therefore,  to  collect  the 
volumes,  which  are  scattered  here  and  there,  into  one  common  stock.  They 
will  thus  be  vastly  more  useful  than  when  shut  up  in  private  libraries. 

Finances.  Until  quite  recently,  the  only  resources  of  the  Society  have 
been  the  proceeds  of  lectures  and  the  annual  assessments.  The  former  were 
nearly  adequate  to  the  expense  of  the  furniture  of  the  Hall  and  the  show-cases, 
all  of  which  are  made  of  mahogany.  The  latter  have  been  nearly  sufficient  to 
pay  the  rent  of  the  Hall,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Society.  No  money 
has  been  appropriated  from  the  funds  of  the  Society  for  the  purchase  or  the  pre- 
servation of  objects.  All  the  articles  in  the  Cabinet  have  either  been  presented, 
or,  when  any  have  been  purchased,  as  has  oAen  been  done,  it  has  been  by  con* 
tributions ;  and  all  the  labor  of  preservation  and  classification  has  been  done 
by  the  voluntary  labor  of  the  members. 

In  the  year  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  appropriating  money 
in  aid  of  various  institutions  for  the  furtherance  of  education,  voted  to  the 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  $300  per  annum,  for  five  years.  And  in 
1840,  Simon  £.  Greene,  Esq.,  in  addition  to  his  library  and  collection  of  shells 
and  minerals,  bequeathed  five  hundred  dollars  in  money,  for  the  general  pur- 
poses  of  the  Society.  These  sums,  together  with  the  resources  mentioned 
shove,  have  been  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  outfit  and  incidental  expenses,  so 
that  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  in  May,  the  Society  was  declared,  and  for  the 
first  time,  out  qf  debt 

The  Society  is  indebted  for  its  first  permanent  endowment  to  the  generosity 
of  one  of  its  members,  Ambsose  S.  Courtis,  Esq.  Mr.  Courtis  was  a  mer- 
chant, comparatively  little  known  among  scientific  men,  who  by  diligence  and 
prudence  was  enabled  to  retire  with  a  competence  while  yet  a  young  man,  in- 
tending to  devote  his  subsequent  life  to  the  acquirement  and  diffusion  of  know* 
Mge,  and  filled  with  generous  and  exalted  designs  for  the  promotion  of  science, 
MTt  and  haiBBaiiy^    Wkule^in  Euroi^  ia  1834^  he  gave  the  first  token  of  his  re* 


BOSTON  SOCtBTT   OP  NATURAL  BISTORT.  7 

gard  for  the  Society,  in  the  present  of  a  splendid  solar  microscope,  with  an 
achromatic  lens,  made  by  Dollond,  of  London.  Soon  aflerwards  he  forwarded  ft 
copy  of  his  will,  by  which  he  devised  to  the  Society  several  sums  for  specific 
purposes,  amounting  in  all  to  $15,000,  and  an  order  for  the  immediate  payment 
of  a  part  of  it,  lest  perchance  his  intentions  might  be  defeated.  Mr.  C.  did  not 
live  to  return  to  this  country.  In  his  last  will  he  not  only  confirmed  his  pre- 
vious legacies  to  the  Society,  but  made  it  his  residuary  legatee.  The  legacies 
however  were  accompanied  by  embarrassing  conditions,  which  would  forbid  their 
direct  application  to  the  uses  of  the  Society  for  a  long  period  of  years.  Per- 
mission was  therefore  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  to  which  his 
legacies  reverted  in  case  they  were  not  accepted,  to  compromise  with  the  heirs 
at  law  ;  and  the  sum  of  $10,000  was  eventually  received  for  the  unconditional 
and  immediate  use  of  the  Society.  This  sum  now  constitutes  the  permanent 
fund  of  the  Society,  the  principal  of  which  is  not  to  be  encroached  upon.  For 
the  present,  its  income  is  appropriated  as  follows,  viz :  one-third  to  the  increase 
of  the  Library,  one  third  to  the  preservation  of  objects  for  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
remaining  third  for  the  publication  of  the  Journal. 

The  Society  may  now  be  considered  as  established  upon  a  firm  foundation. 
It  has  existed  long  enough  to  have  lefl  its  impress  upon  the  community.  By 
admitting  to  membership  all  who  are  interested  in  its  objects,  and  by  giving 
gratuitous  access  to  the  Cabinet  and  Library  on  application  to  a  member,  at  all 
times,  and  to  all  persons,  either  for  study  or  the  gratification  of  curiosity,  it 
strives  to  make  this  impress  as  wide  and  as  deep  as  possible.  It  is  believed  that 
this  Society  was  the  first  to  adopt  a  course  in  this  last  respect,  which,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  is  now  pursued  in  all  similar  institutions  in  this  country.  It  is 
also  believed  that  the  policy  and  privileges  of  this  institution  approach  as  nearly 
to  the  design  of  a  distinguished  foreigner,  M.  Vattcmare,  in  their  universality, 
as  the  state  of  society  renders  desirable  or  available  in  a  country  where  the 
voluntary  principle  so  successfully  sustains  every  institution  and  every  en- 
terprise. 

In  addition  to  the  influences  of  the  Society  upon  the  community  in  behalf  of 
Natural  Science  through  its  Lectures,  its  Cabinet,  its  Library  and  its  Journal,  it 
may  be  truly  said,  that  the  Zoological  and  Botanical  survey  of  the  State,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Geological  survey,  was  mainly  devised,  obtained  and  executed 
by  its  Council.  The  result  of  this  survey  is  such  as  to  reflect  honor  upon  the 
liberality  of  the  State  which  ordered  it,  and  the  science  of  the  Commissioners 
who  performed  it. 

The  present  fund  of  the  Society  may  possibly  sufllce,  for  a  while,  for  the 
objects  to  which  it  is  appropriated.  But  there  are  other  wants  already  urgent, 
and  which  are  daily  multiplying  and  becoming  more  imperative.  So  large  a  col- 
lection cannot  be  kept  in  proper  order  without  being  under  the  charge  of  a 
competent  person,  entirely  devoted  to  its  care.  Such  a  person  the  Society  has 
not  the  means  for  employing.  Again,  the  Hall  which  now  contains  the  Cabinety 
is  already  crowded  to  excess,  and  its  accommodations  must  soon  be  enlarged. 
It  is  already  very  desirable,  and  almost  necessary,  that  a  building  should  be 
obtained  sufllcientlj  ample  and  conveniently  constructed  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Society.    Hitherto,  the  funds  have  been  exclusively  devoted  to  the  necet- 
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smry  and  the  bett  uses  of  the  Society,  and  not  wasted,  as  has  been  too  often 
done,  in  brick  and  mortar.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  necessity  shall  arise  for 
diverting  them  from  their  accustomed  channel ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that 
when  a  building  shall  become  absolutely  necessary,  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  an 
institution  so  valuable  and  so  liberal,  to  those  in  Boston  who  feel  always  ready  to 
contribute  freely  for  objects  of  public  good,  and  who  deem  a  bestowment  upon 
such  objects  as  the  best  disposition  they  can  make  of  their  fortunes  for  the 
benefit  of  their  children,  would  not  be  made  without  a  ready  response. 


